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“‘Man starts with language as
God’s perfect -gift, which = he
. only impairs and forfeits by
~sloth and sin” .
5 —Archbishop Trench in
his ‘Study of Words."
At present some Indian refor-
‘mers endeavour their utmost to
malke Hindi the common tongue
for the whole of Tndia. Their
special reason for ‘doing 80 ' i8,
they declare, that, being spoken
by a major portion of the Indian
population Hindi = alone  would
'seem to hold out ‘the ' brilliant
prospect of bringing « all - the
diverse people of  Indiatogether
and unifying them for any under-
taking ' of their common‘welfare.
No'doubt, if the reason they
agsign to their procedurs be
really ~sound, i'the ~study of
Hindi may; in truth, produce the
wholesome effeet they predict,

loped from a dialect  of Western
Hindi.”

This passage must suffice - to
lopen the eyes of those ' who
‘blindly tell us as if Hindi had
:been the only language thatis
spoken by almost all the people
of Northern India. Even the
four chief languages specified
above are not four indivisible
units, but are. mere eomplex
bodies, each body being a com-
pasite of many dialects  ‘one
differing from . the other very
widely. For instance, the term
Rajasthani does: not _indicate &
single homogeneous ‘speech, but
it signifies a group of tpugnqs
called Mewati, Marwari, Jai-
puri, and Malvi which are dimly
and distantly related fo emch
other. Similarly Western Hindi

But unfortunately  what 'they
-assert is not true but is deceptivo
For, in fact, the language asgidu-
ously studied and used by oulfur-

< ed'people all over India is *nof
Hindi but is:English. ' The * un-
cultured, rather: the «illiterate,

masses whose ‘number " nearly
amounts t6 310 millions out of &
total population of 315 millions,
according to the Census of 1911,
gpeak 220 languages all over
India, Burma and ‘some ‘parts of
Assam. [f the last two countries
be excluded, there are altogether
79 < languages « that are being
spoken in the ~Indian  Empire
alone. ‘Of these 79, the Dravidian
languages are only 14 ; and of
these, 1T are spoken in Southern
TIndia and Ceylon, 2 in thb hills
‘of Chota Nagpur and the Santal
Parganas, and 1 in Baluchistan,
Again of these 14 Dravidianlan-
guages, Tamil, Telugu. Mala:
yalam and Kanarese ' are the
only ones that are cultivated and"
have literatures: of ¢ their own!
Others : Kudagu, Tulu, Toda,
Kota, « Kurukh, Malto, ' Gond,
Kanda, Kolami and Brahui © are
uncultivated and unwritten and
‘have, therefore, no  literature of
any kind, All'the other 65 lan-
guages are spoken by the'people
in Northern India, of which only
a very few are written and‘have
@even begun to possess 'a certain
amount of literature ' produced
within the last three or fouricen-
Jfures aud consisting ' mainly of
“works translated from the epics
and the Puranas in Sanserit.

Of the 65 North Indian langu-
ages Hindi is one, which is dgain
split up into so many petty dia-
lects as may he seen - from the
following quatation taken - from
Dr. F.E. Keay’s excellent  book
on ‘The History of Hindi  Lite:
Tature.”

“I# is most importantito un-

. derstand clearly what we mean
by Hindi, as the world is often
used ambiguously, It is often,
for instance. applied in a  loose
sensé to the vernacular  speech
of the'whole of North India be-
" tweon the Punjab and Sindh on
he West, and Bengal on 'the
ast.But the philogical research
""of scholars, such as Sir George
rierson, have shown that there
re really Your chiof languages
in  this namely Rajasthani,
‘Western Hindi, and Biharaj
yach having a ' differént parent-

\

age. Bihari really bélongs to a

- group of languages of - which
Bengali s .another member.
estern - Hindi is  closely
onrected  in  origin with

3 Punjabi. The word Hindi is
_ also. often uged . to . dendte

% modern literary Jigh Hindi' in
contradistinction to Uydu.;.g\:’
both High Hindi and Uzdu w

- as willbe shi below, ‘;QY

oW

consists of four principal dia-
lects such, as, - Bangaru, Braj
Bhasha, Kanauji. and ~ another

nameless one which was spoken
in the vicinity -of Delhi- and
Meerut at the - time of the
Mohammadan  invasion,  and
which was, after the settlement
of the  conquerors in Delhi,
taken wp by them as their camp
langnage with a largc_a infusion
of Persian and  Arabic  words,
into it end was called by them
‘Urdu’; the literal meaning of
the word Urdu = being ‘cm(\p’_
And the modern ‘High Hindi
was created at the beginning of
the 18th century ~A.D. v a
certain brahinin scholar named
Lallu Ji Lalout of TUrdu by
eliminating trom it the - Persian
and Arabic words and introduc
ing into it a large number of
Sanscrit words. Before the
time of Lallu Ji Lal many dia-
lects of Hindi had been spoken
in North India, but all of them
being rough and uncultivated,
Urdu alone was taken up as the
refined speech and used among
the polite  and civilized - com-
munities, The first work in
High Hindi was “Prem _ Sagar
which is a version of the tenth
chapter , of the  Bhagavata
Purana’” and it ‘was begun ' by
Lallu, Ji.Lal in 1804 and com-
pleted in: 1810.”"  From this it
would be obvious that High
Hindi had no . literature before
1804 and thatit was a mere
spoken dialect.among _a  people
who were illiterate .and . unre:
ned.

And in ‘the ‘term TEastern
Hindi are included “the three
dialects Avadhi, Bagheli, and
OhHattiggarhi, of ‘which the
chief literary dialect is Avadhi.
spoken in Ayodhya or Oudh.
large collection of  poemsy
ascribed to Kabirdas are written
in the Avadhi dialect. "Kabir is
said to have lived betweén 1440
A.D. and 1518 A. D. and to have
been the pioneer of Hindi
literature. And the Ramayana
Tulsidas who died in 1624 "A. D.
is also written in this dialect. It
must be noted  that while the
High Hindi created by Lallu Ji
Lal is not used for postical ‘com-
positions but is used only . for
prose writings, the Avadhi or
Braj Bhagha dialect is used
(much for postry.

And lastly under the
subdivision of indi  ocalled
Bihari are brought the = three
‘dialects named Maithili, Bhoj-
puri. and Magahi and of these
“Maithili is" the chief literary
dialect, and practically ‘all the

fourth

us are in this dialect. ‘It is
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that is,
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works which have come down to|

of the Ganges’ And [iterary
«orks came to'be written - in
his dialect from the ‘time —of
Vidyapdthi Thakur who wrote
[two plays in it,'in the “middle of
the fifteenth century A. D.
Whether it'is  this Maithili
dialect or the above mentioned
‘Avadhi or High Hindi' that is
brought:forward by our political
reformers to be \made. the com-
mon  language in Southern
India, it is not quite clear.

From what has been shown
above of the fourteen midland
dialects which on account of the
remotest affinity one bears to
the other are commonly called
“Hindi’, whilst in fact each and
every one of them, being spoken
only by a limited number of
people is,  confined 'to a parfi-
cular part and is not understood
by ' another people speaking
another in ' another _part of
Northern India, it must be
obvious thpt one, who acquires a
knowledge one of dialect cannot,
through that, hold intercourse
with others ' who speak . other
widely *'differing dialects in
other parts of Northern India.

While this is i the ocase‘with
the multitudinous ‘groups of
people  in« North ‘India who
severally speak mot'’ only'four-
teen dialects of Hindi = ‘but also
sixty-four other languages con-
neoted-and = disconnected with
each other, not ' caring to make
any one of ' them  the common
speech of 'all,"why - should the
people of the - ‘south ‘alone‘who
live: thousands of = ‘miles away
from the northerners holding no
any very intimate = intercourse

held:by a few among ~ them for
purposes of commerce and politi-
cal movoments, ~ be cocrced to
learn either Avadhi or Maithili
spoken ouly by a limited number
of people1n the north? ‘Will the
knowledge of “either of these or
any-other of the socalled Hindi,
enable ‘a Dravidian ' to ‘establish
commereial, social'or ‘political
counections - between  himself !
and - she - morthern people? I
doubt ® very much - whether the
ddvocates  of Hindi paid their
serious attention to these wide-
ly differing linguistic matters in
North * India. If any  Indian
people stand in /greater “ need of
a commonlanguage than others,
it is the people of the north who
are torn into numerous ' distinat
groups and communities, owing
to the great diversity * of their
speech  and - not these 'in the
south' who ‘speak “only a few
Dravidian - tonguss,  say four or
five, which are - closely related
to ‘each other aud * are, on that
account, -mostly - understood by
all of them. Tnstead of endea-
vouring to'bring ‘iunity among
those who stand . . in great need
of it, why should ‘the reformers
be 8o anxious as to strain after
it with so much zealin the
south? In /faot the cause lies
deeper; and we shall proceed to
inquire a - little into it in the
interest of truth,

Generally  speaking, ' the
people of the ' north are ' not'so
civilised as‘the people of the
south, especially as’ the people
of the T'amil e¢ountry, nor is the
illiteracy of the masses so great
in the south 'as it is in the
north. This fact 'has been point-
ed out by Mr. B A. Gait in his
learned article on ‘The Popula-
tion of India, in the Imperial
Gazeteer of India, Vol 1. He
says: “There are more persons
able to read and write ‘among
those who speak Dravidian and

d 1i 1 £ than

with them except the sleuder one ) settled

as of -the - duration of their
existence; ought to disclose the
varying - degrees of eivilisation
which therpeaple »who ‘belonged
to them ‘had attained. For
languages and their - literatiures
are indelibly stamped - with the
nature  and: character of the
people who created them. Now,

of < all ‘the .languages that
existed and still ' exist,jonly
a  few . received - multivation

and were enriched . with litera~
ture. For instance, the Egyptian,
or the Sumerian, the Babylonian
or Chaldean, the Assyrian, the
Persian, the Aryan, the Chinese,
the Mexican and the Peruvian
languages had been the early
cultivated ones, but unfortunatey
they all diedout long  long ago.
Even.the Hebrew, the Greek
and the Latin tongues which
ossess . ‘rich. and  valuable
literatures had ceased to exist
many centuries ago. Here in
India  although Sanscrit had
never been a spoken language,
its original - speech the Aryan
and its Prakrit forms including
Pali, Magadhi and - Sauraseni
had all become . extinct/ long
before the tenth /century of the
Christian era.

But the only ancient language
that still exists in its'full vitality
with'its ‘own rich and varied
literature produced from 3500 B-

. down to this day, is Tamil.
And the people who speak pure
Tamil are at present more than
twenty - one millions (Vide
Caldwell’s Com parative Gram-
mer of “the Dravidian Langu-
ages 3rded: p'7) and their home
is Southern Tadia. Outside’ the
limits ‘of TIndia they are seem
in large numbers in
Ceéylon, Burma Malay States,
South and Bast Africa, Mauritius
Sey Chelles, and elsewhere.
From " the very earliest times
the Tamils have been’ enterpris-
ing traders earrying on by land
dnd’sea” commereial ‘business to
the extreme corners of this earth
and spreading the elements of
civilisation wherever they had
their business ‘transactions. The/
trading people were ‘called in
Tamil ‘Vanikar;’ and this term
was corrupted into Panis’ in'the

ig' Vedic language, ‘and into
Panis’ 'in the anvient western
tongues. That they had been
already in possession of the
whole® " of ‘Northern Inlia
from the 'Punjab to Bengal
at the time when the Aryan
nomads entered India through
the mnorth western routes, is
admitted by ‘unbiased histo-
rians of recent times. For iuns-
tance, Prof. Rapson says: “At
the same time, there can be
little  doubt ‘that Dravidian
languages were actually flourish-
ing in the western regions of
Northern India at the  period
when languages of the Indo-
European type were introduced
by the Aryan invasions from the
north-west. Dravidian charac-
teristics have been traced ‘alike
in Vedic and Classical Sanscrit;
in the Prakrits or early popular
dialeots, and in ‘the modern
vernaculars derived from them.
The linguistic strata would thus
appear to be arranged in the
order—Austrie, Dravidan, Indo-
Buropean. There is good grouad,
then, for supposing ‘that, before
the coming of'the Indo-Aryaans,

sprakers of the Dravidian
languages predominated both in
Northern and in  Southern
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India. ®* ** No theory of their
origin can bs maintained which
does not account for ‘the  exis- |
tence of Brahui, the large island
of Dravidan speech in the i
mountainous regions of distant
Baluehi which lie near the

amogpg those whose iyernaculars
belong to ‘the an family”
484). AT Se

western routes into India’*®

'0 be continued).
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