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BOARD OF MANAGEMENT. 

The usual monthly meeting of the Board of Management of the 
Jamaica Agricultural Society was held at the office of the Society 11 
North Parade, Kingston, on Thursday, the 15th N,wember, 1917, at 
11.30 a.m. Present-Hon. P. C. Cork, C.M.G., Hons. D. Campbell 
and S. S. Stedman; Messrs. R. Craig, A. W. D;met, J. DJugall, 
A. W. Farquharson, A. C. L. Martin, E. E. MelvHle, E. W. Mllirhead, 
Conrad Watson, Rev. W. T. Graham and the Secretary, Jno. Barclay.' 

Mr. Craig was voted to the Chair until Mr. Cork arrivej who, 
as Vice-President, pre,ided. 

Apologies for Absence.-Hon. R. P. SimmJnds, Messrs. R. F. 
Williams and H. Q. Levy. 

Confirmation of Minutes.-The Secretary said that the Minutes 
of the previous meeting had been rather late in the Press and did 
not go out as usual with the Agenda. Each member, however, had 
had a copy prior to the meeting. There were no alterations except 
in errors of type. The Minutes were co~firmBd. 

Statement of Accounts.-The usual monthly Statement of Accounts' 
was passed round. 

Matters arising out of the Minutes.-The following m~tters arisinlt· 
out of the previous Minutes were considered:- . 

(a) Cable Duotations.-The following letter from the C.S.O. 
was read:- . 

No. 1564~-20046. 20th October, 1917. ' 
"With refereOl'e to your letter C.S.O. 57, d'.l.ted the 23th u\1..im:). re~atiw to the"" 

inc!u_qiQn of the market pricp. of logwood in t.he Market H.·~p:.m.-'I furm:::hed to the 
newspapers by the Dire~t We.,t India Cabl" Company. Limited. and t(H" n·vi.~it)!l· 
of quota.tion"', I am directed oy the A(·ting GJvPrlur to trdn~mit for th? inform I[lv11 
df the Board of ~'Ianagement of yourSodety a cupy 'If:1 letter frJm the SU;.>"ritH;"ndr::ac 
aC the Cable Company to whom a copy oC your letter und~r reply W:,\" forw.ud)if." 

The Hon. Actg. Colonial Secretary, 

(Sgd.) H. R. L4.TltE1LLE. 
For Acting Co!ouia! Secl'etary 

October 10th, 1917. 

"In rep!yK:~~~~'letter No. 14787/18912. dat-,ed the 3rd in",tant. and in eon. 
tinuation of my letter No, 28/235, dated the 6th. lostant. ,1 hav~ to transmit the 
following reply just to hand from our Genera! Supermtendsnt In Hahfalt, N.S.:-

1. In respect to Mlll'ket Prices, the list ao; now embodied in our daily bulletin, 
and published in the newspapers, is one that has been approved by the Hon. Colonial 
Secretary and augmented from time to time under conditions laid down in Clau.se 
19 of Law 16 of 1898, wherein the Company is to supply not less than 400 word.i 
pel" diem in(,luding the market reports referred to. .It will be acknowledged that 
v~ good moosure is being given in this respect. 
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We sha.n now€\"'er be pleas('d, with ~'our approval. to "act on this Eugge~-ticn of the 
~oard of Maragcment d the Argi(ultnal ~cd€ty, and take the n{'ces~ary steps 
owardR cbt:dning if pm1!iblf', and including in the Dr.i1y Mnrket R(portR, the ruling 
Irice ofLcgwccd en the NEW York matht \\hkb we prUllrne is what is rcquind. 

2. The question n..h{d ",ith rd€tENe to Tf\'hicn cf the quotations is receiving 
areful attcnti{ n. It is (ur dedre to bring ,leEe to J[;maica at all times in a form 
hat will satbfy everybccy." 

I haw' ~~e honour to be, 

Sir, Y cur obedient servant, 
(Sgd.) A. INKES POCOCK, 

Acting Supe.rintf'ndent 
Mr. Stc(?man ",hd why coccrl:ts ,hculd not l;e inch:ded in 

hese quotaiicrs bcih for Ccn"da f,rd Engl~r.d, and the Beard decided 
o EUVl(cst ihis to ihe Gcvprrment. 

(b) Lark eJ Lad.- The orrrclory said that with reference to 
he lards \\hirh (he E:urveycr GCHr"1 red cfer.rd up at Content 
n St. Eli7crcth for rcr.tal (0 f('tiiers, nat MUErs. Martin and Muir­
tecd "ho bd tfEn dEputEd to visit j~ue lads, had re!,orted us follows: 

"l\lr. E, W. 1'luirh('ad ar,d mysE'lf \\hcm ~ou ~rpint{'d to rqcrt on the lands 
n tbe border of ManC'hslcT and S1. FH7:Jtelh, V,}.jf1':J t}Jc GcverrIDfnt aTP dispMed 
J ~en Of rent to settIns who have reprE'fel:t< d Chat tLCY are urabJe to get land~ for 
ul1ivation purrOS€fO., Visitld the districts en MCl:day, the 2Znd ultimo (October) 
nd heg to report as follows:-

"We were accomnanied by Mr. Lyre'" the Agricultural Instructor for theses 
Lstricts, who showed us over the sev(,JaI IO't,_<l, which he infc.rmed us consisted 
r about 50 aCf{,S mere or 'ess, in about eit ht difi'er(:nt lots val1 ing in sizes from one 
I.d a half to eighteen acre~ in detacb€d pie{:(:s. 

"The land is j?€nerally poor and worn out, not at all Euitable for cultivation, 
or is ~ame likely to be remunerative to any cne cultivating snme, nor do we think 
; is at alllikfly to attract anyone desirous of cultivating, and will not in any v.ay 
ttisIy the df)nands being m::J.de. -

"It might be possible, however. to obtain purchase for same or }'fntal from 
he holders of adjoining lands, at a nc-miral n:m, as they alone might be able to 
Wise thfm to sorne advantage, which is the most if anything that can be done with 
lese land::. 

"We certainly do think, that if thig is the class of lands that is likely to be ofi'~red 
n the d€mand fer inc:reas€d holdings, that time wotild be wasted in going to inspect 
l:iem as it is impossible to expect anyone to be able to cultivate and work same to any 
livantage to themselvEs." 

(Sgd.) A. C. L. MARTIN. 
E. W. MUIRHI:o:.AD~ 

Mr. Martin, in speaking on the subject, strongly impressed the 
lct that land was urfently neeced needed in crrtain localities, and 
ugges(ed th~t the GovErnment should acquire any available properties 
n such localities, to be sold at reasonable terms, as Crown Lands. 

The Chairman referred to (he fact that the sale of lands of such 
, tYre ~s had been cffered was not wise when the land was reported 
.s ",eless. If (he Goverr;n:ent advertisEd (hat land was being sold 
.t five shillings rer acre, it would surely be purchased, and subseqnently 
he buyers would discover (hat it was useless for cultivation. The 
iovemment h~d propounded a scheme some time ago. offering to 
'xchange useless laLds for good lards in other localities, but he (the 
~hairn:an) could not recollee! what had happened to this scheme. 

The members present agreed t hat they had never heard of sucb 
,scheme, and that the Secretary should be instructed to write to th. 
i-overnn:ent, asking if that scheme were in operation, and the terma 
hat were offered to EmaIl owners. 

Mr. Martin said that he understood that a rentlenum had ap. 
>rorched the Government offering to rent some of those lands near 
h~ Government Farm at Lititz, with a view to growing SiMI. They 
lad agreed to let him bave the land at 10/- per acre, and he had begun 
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to prepare for planting, but he understood' that this gentleman Was 
now told that the St. Elizaheth Land Doard had decided that he mUst 
pay £1 per acre for. the land, which in the opinion of most people 
who knew the place, was only valued at about 5/- per acre. The 
result was that the gentleman had given up the idea, and sought lands 
elsewhere. He should have thought that the Government would 
have jumped at an dfcr by a responsible parly to grow sisal in that 
locality, and it might even have been wise to have given the land for 
nothing in order to get the land utilized and the -co-operation 01 a 
a Jarp-e planter in this industrY. 

Mr. er, i; .cid that the 'propcsed venture to which 1-r. Mar:in 
referred had come before the .Instructors' Committee, ail Major 
Knowles bad rpphed for the assIstance of (ne of their Instreutors 
which had ce'D g'anted readily, as it was thought that a cultivatio~ 
of sisal es1abli,]",d in the d,sirict would be-generally useful. He 
wa,ted to know whe~her it would be worth wh:!e appointing a Com. 
mittee to go into the subject of lands generally. 

The Secretary said that there were other matters to be con· 
sidered in the same connection. He had a Resolution from the South­
field Branch on (he subject of lands now being surveyed in that part 
of St. Elizabeth, which was as follows:-

. .1. "That the Government Surveyor is now surveying land':, in the surrounding 
.:3triCtS. 

2. That the said Surveyor is (~harging the sum of 16;'- per annum per acre 
l>r any portion of land in excas.!'. of the taxed portions. 

3. That in cases of lands po::.sessed by persons of advanced years the Surveyor 
does not ~ive them the option of retaining the land, but rents them to othel'8. 

4. That no fruit, lumber, etc., found on the rented land is to be taken there. 
from. 

Be it resolved that representations be made to the Government through the 
Boar" of Management of the Jamaica Agricultural Society: 

That this Society is perfectly in aceord with the Government taking over lands 
not covered by taxation, but that much hardship is created by taking away the 
lands from those who hold them and passing them over to others. 

That no land in these parts is worth 16/- per acre per annum as rental, and in the 
opinion of this Society a fair charge as rent could be fixed at 5/- per acre per annum. 

That with a congested population the interest of the people would be better 
served by sellim! only tl.,,,,,,,c1aimed portions which the present holders are not 
in a position to rent or purchase. 

Tbat no higher prH'e t.ua,j £1 per acre be charged (or the lands to be sold con-­
aid:'!rinJ that its only by heavy mulching and the application of manure can crops 
be <ulccessfully grown in the3e dry areas. 

That a copy of this resolution be forwnded to the Secretary of t~e Jamaica A~ri­
cu1tur~l Society to be placed before the Board of Management at Its next meetmg 
with the view of getting the Government tD act promptly in the matter and SQ relieve 
the present suffering and anxiety of the peJple. " 

(Sgd.) E. J. SMITH, President. 

The Secretary was instructed to forward the Resolution from the 
Southfie:d Brarch to the Surveyor General. He was also directed 
to forward to the Government the report of the Committee on the 
lar.ds at Content ar.d at the £un:e lime to ask (he Government 
what had happened to the scheme for the exchange of land". 

(c) Loan Ba 11 ks.-The Secretary presented a letter he had 
received from the Chairman of the Loan Banks as follows:-

492.17 25th October, 1917. 
"'" ith' reference to yeur letter of the 19th inst., it appeart:. ,,"a~ "L.tat 1;:\ 1I,\.i~h 

dubiety as to the functions and pov.ers of Loan Banks. In ord~r to remove fl1:lS­
conceptions which exist among your Beard of Management, I 'WIll shortly descnbe 
them. 



With two exceptions, the Banks are called People's C()ooOperatfve Bank, Ltd., 
the two exceptions alone including the word .. Agricultural." Their rules (page 1) 
I et out that their obje(?t is to U carry on the bUsiness of banker and bill discounter, 
and to make advances for co--operative, agrieultural and industrial objects." AI! 
to membership, any person with certain qualifications as to place of residenee and 
age, shall be "eligible as a member" (page 1); and "any member" (page 2) when 
above 21 years of age, "shall be entitled to obtain loans." 

The rules in general use are those used by the Christiana Bank, recommended 
by Mr. J, T. Palache. one of your Instructors, with at least the tacit approval of your 
Board, ('om piled before the Agricultural Loan Societiea Board was appointed and 
accepted by them in the light of their previous history, at a time when the delay 
Involved in drafting new rules would have aggravated the unavoidable delay in 
making Joans after the hurricane and drought of 1912, 

The seeond paragraph of your letter under reply is quite rorrect. 'With regard 
to the last paragraph, most of the members of the Banks are agriculturists solely, 
and some in addition to other occupations. and therefore it is reasonable to state 
that agriculturist~ get most of the money loaned. This from the Bank's own fund 
be it remembered. • 

With regard to Government moneys. these ha\'e been Jonnro under Law 6 ot 
1912 and under the Special Loans Laws 1912 and 1!H6. The former moneys are dealt 
with in precisely the same manner as the Bank's fund, that is, they may be loaned 
on acceptance or mortgage, as the management of the banks may decide to be the 
most suitabJe. In connection wjtb the recent hurrii!an~ it has been represented by 
one Bank already indebted to the Board under the Special Laws that a loan under 
~w 6 o! 1912 would requlrea smaller sum. and be more easily manipulated and.so 
BUlt the1r present reqUIrements better, as the monev could be turned over, WhICh 
Special Loans money c.annot be. My opinion is that these Law 6 moneys have all been 
applied to agricultural purposes. 

With regard to specIal loans, the receipts and securities of the individual bor­
rowers are lodged in this office, and the mortgages are recorded or registered as the" 
ea.se may be. The statement that such moneys are not applied for the purpose 
for which they are lent is demonstrahly incorrect. Of course where a large number 
of small loans is made, the expectation that every .Penny will be properly applied is 
Utopian, but practically Hpeaking, such moneys have been used in th£> resuscitation 
of cultivations, as reports from Impectors now in thi3 office show. The Secretary 
of the Board stated in a recent report to me that the interest in the Banks of the 
larger men is mainly confined to destructive criticism. This is tOO true, and what 
I would like to receive is ('onstructive criticism. and partirularly specific cases of mb­
application of moneys loaned by the Board, instead of statements us to .. many cao:es.' 

, in view of the second paragraph of this letter. you v.ill see that the staterr.e:lt 

In thB~?~ ~~af~c1&~~~~~'~~~d~ ~J:~\iheh:~~~dO~~;graph of Mr. Cork's Jetter. 
The policy of your Board of Management first to advocate the establishment of 
LOan Banks. and then when they were estah!i"~ed to order ~your Instructors to have 
nothing to do ",ith t~ern, passes my .un~ersta!id'ng. . 

"I offer my opmion for what 1t 1S worth,. but for yo~ur SOCIety to hand!e the 

~Z~~sc~l o~~~i~i~;~a~~~~d~i~ ~~d ~~~~~fy ~e~~~tl~ndd~7gedth(tll~~~ ~~~~!p~ : 
narrower conception) by :Mr.Cor1{ as ':,missing one of the best opyo.rtunities [or 
doing good to the peasant propnetors. .Much hard work and mlSSlOnary e:trort 
would be rqquired. but it would re worth w.h:le. . 

H After a short experience of the v.:orku}g- of the Banks under theIr prese~t con­
Ititution. I came to the concl\~~~on and so mformed tr.e Gc;rvernmcnt. that then rules 
require adapting to IDea! cond1tlOns; but that any alteratIOn should be postponed 
tin their Government loans y;ere repaid. Given ordinarily favourable conditions,. 
I am confident that the Banks would have repaid their loans by the end of 1915. " 

(Sgd.) C. C. ANDH'CN, 
Chairman, 

The Secretary also read a leter from Hon. H. Cork as follows:-
27th October, 1917. 

uI am obliged for your letter of the 19th instant. I have brought to the n1tice 
of the Chairm-an of the Lo~n Board ~he special case which.induce.d me to tak' up 
the question of the improprIety of AgrIcultural Loan Banks dlscountmg accommo-1a .. 
don papers instead of reservin~ their r~ou~~ soley for agricultural loans, and my 
obiect in approaching the AgrIcultural SoClety was merely to advocate that .they" 



sho1.!ld associate themselves as far as practicable with the Loan Board in furtherina 
the mterests of these Banks and in keeping them within proper bounds. 

14 I do not propose to report to the Society such particulars as 1 have done to the 
Loan Board. 

"The instances you mention of loans to purchase live stock and machinf:'ry are. 
of course, perfectly legitimate operations, provided they are intended for agricultural 
operations, the preparation cr (uring of ('TOPS or for s10ck hreeding purpot('s. 

"But I should like to feel assured that in;.;tf-ad of holding aloof, the Agricultura 
Society i~ as..<;i>!ting and identifying it~eJf with the Loan Board in the furtherance 
of the legitimate operations of the Agricultural Loan Eanks." 

(Sgd.) Hy. CORK. 

The Secretary said that it was not correct to say that the Society 
kept aloof from the Loan BalCks. The Ir.slruc(ors' Committee after 
careful consideration in the past, had derided that it would not be 
judicious for 1 he Instructors to haw any official connection with these 
Loan Banks, but that they should still, unofficially, give all the help, 
guidance and hints they could. This policy laid down by the Com­
mittee had worked well and had probat ly been of greater u<e to the 
local Committees than direct connection; the Instructors had been 
kept rree from any local financial squabbles. It would not be desirable 
even now to depart from the ruling in this connection. 

The Chairman said he adhered to his opinion previously expressed 
that Agricultural Loan Banks should not discount papers except for 
agricultural purposes. 

Mr. Stedman said that" Agricultural" Loan Banks was at present 
a misnomer. He thought that the powers of these Loan Banks were 
far too wide and there was an increasing danger in this. 

H was decided to reply to Mr. Anderson's and Mr. Cork's letters 
stating that the Board was satisfied with the policy which they had 
adopted in respect of the relationship between the Instructors and t\le 
Loan Banks. 

(d) Rice Industry.-Mr. Muirhead said that he had written 
the Secretary on the subject of the Rice Industry, as he felt that the 
time had come when something should be done to foster an industry 
of the kind. They had all read various hints published at different 
times asking that this industry be fostered in some way, and he wanted 
the Board to take the matter up with the Government. 

Alter discussion, it was decided that the Government should be 
written to, asking that the Department of Agriculture be requested 
to enquire into the status of the Industry and to repart on it. 

(e) Embargo on Coffee and Cocoa.-(l) The Secretary read the 
following letter from the Secretary of the West India Committee as 
follows:-

October 9th, 1917. 
"We beg to enclose a copy of a letter which we have addresfed to the Secretary 

of State for the Colonies with regard to the importation of BritiEh West Indiim 
. Cocoa into this country, and I shall be obliged if you will kindly bring it before the 

notice of the members of your Society who are interested in the COCOll Industry. ..( 
I may mention that we have also laid our views on this subject before th~ Colonial 

Office in deputation follov..ing a meeting of the nev.'ly formed Cocoa Section of the 
West India Committee, for particulars of which I would refer you to the West India 

Comiti~ilr ;~r~~i:~ that in our letter we refer specifically to Trinidad and Gre~ 
the reason being that we received repre:entations from th€fe Colonies. It is, however, 
Quite understood that any modifi(,ations which may be made in the Import ResU;C-
tiona Order will affect the British West Indies generally. ' 

(Sgd.) ALGERNON ~ALL,: 
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(:fl'l'lfJ f)freltff ad !r(';;~ed to the Secretary of State for tht Colonies by the Wed Inella 
Commltke:-

5th October, 1917, 
.. We beg to ,",ring' to your Botice the followint; points 'with regard to the reguJIl~ 

tions rcstrit-ting- rhf' import of Cf)('oa into this country. with special reference to 
their effeet on the Hritic:h V:t:'.'>l Indies. 

2. Vnl!t-'r the fm:-'.-.;ent regulations, whieh came into foree en tbe 2;kd February', 
1917, 50 1/{. of the shiJ.:ments made to tbis ('ountry in 1916-17 \\ere allO\\Td to be 
shipped to this market Undf'T liremoe frem the Colonial Governors; and as matters 
now stand after :-,u('h 50 1 ~ has ll€m dlirr€d no furthn licenFe can te graI11cd until 
the 2;~rd Febru<lr}', 1!)1 8. 

3. The crop~ in Trinidad and GrPlw.da bpgin in the autumn and, in t.he case 
of Grenada in parti('ulur, the larger part of the- erop has in the past ban shipped 
before the find of Febn:ary. 

4. The grea1e:-;t df'numd for freight from tlw Wc~·t Ir:dies occurs bfltween March 
and Jurw whpn, in addili'ln to oihu pcdw'e, tLI: fllf':~r ('r('p frem Trinit!rd and 
Barbados are r'_'<ldy for ~hirment. wh('rE'<'f-;, HlP },c-n ie4 dcm;'rd fer 1r, ight from 
this country to the West Indi(>s is towtmh; the €lld of the year, and tLr ye~~dil carrying 
such goods hf:v(' heen accu::-:iomed TO brinrr home- Jal',re cor:sigrments of Cccca. 

5. Cnd!::'r lilt' terms of Pri{Jrity-- ('arro list No.7 c,f 2ht July, 1917~West 
Indies to l:nitf'd Kin~~d('m~ 1.0{JO 1 on.., of ('o('('a t'rf> allo\hd to 11e shipjJEd }Jer month; 
but under 1jw eXl:,ting- ~·(·guktic.r.:, n0lirt'nH'~ f:'f expr;rl lf1n h~ ohtair.rd. 
14 6. We would venturI" to sugjIest that if the r('lIuJations {'ould be a1t('red so that 
shipments \\er(' allowed, say, afler 1st January, 1818, SUdl aate \Huld not only 
coin('idt' more ('losdy v.ith tlw crop reriod t,-nd avoid to !':Orne extent the diffit:ulties 
of storage and COl1>"qupnt depreciation; but that such altErations of dale wcu!d. 
Bubjt~d of course to the <'.rrangem(,!lt~, of Ihe SJlipping Controller, be fOUl:d more 
convpnif'nt from the point of view of prcyiding freight. 

7. In cODc;u;;ion we b('~ to state that. \H· h&ve suhmitted this leHer to the 
Asgoriation of \\'('0:1. _J\frjr(l Merchants, and have received their reply ~::8ying that 
th('y r,ee no Of);ectiJn tl1E're~o. 

(2) The following leUer from the C,S,O, was also read:-
No. 16804-224S6. 12th Novrmber.1917, 
U With reference to the correspondence ending with your lettEr C.S.D .• No. 79. 

dated the 22nd ulto. on the subject of the restriction on the impcrtation of Coffee 
and Cocoa into the United Kingdom, I am directed to forward herewith for your 
information and guidance a copy of a telegram whirh has been reC€iv€d by the Acting 
Governor from the Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

I am to say that His Excellency will be obliged if yell will be so good as to inform 
Mr. R. S. Gamble at once of the terms of this telegram. " 

(Sgd,) D, H, HALL, 
Acting Assistant Colonial Secretary. 

CoPt! (If telegram recdved from the Secretary of State for the Colcmies:-
With reference to your telegram 24th October, Board of Trade inform me that 

licenses will be issued for importation of 135 to:rs Coffee by ste~mer Ouillota (.) 
With regard to Cocoa, decision will be communicattd as soon as pOSf'ible. 

(Sgd,) LO"G, 

The Secretary said that publication had been given in the Press 
to the terms of this telegram. This represented roughly, about, 
1,500 bags, but there were fully 20,000 bags of Coffee in the Island, 

Mr, Stedman said he understood that certain vessels leaving here 
were taking logwood and pimento, which would not be shipped if 
coffee and cocoa could be, The banana industry had been wiped out 
and the people were depending on the coffee and cocoa they could 
ship to meet their expenses, The Government were not waiting 
on the people for their taxes, Was it right under the circumstances, 
to keep back the shipping of prodncts which they were depending 
on for subsistence at this juncture? He believed that if the matter 
was put to the Horne Authorities in the true light, the present situation 
would be materially altered, 

It was not a !Datter .of tonnage not ~ei~g avail!,bl~" T~er; were 



JAMAICA AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 487 
beggin!l for freight to .fill up. There were vessels which had loaded 
coffee m Central AmerIca for the mother country and yet a prohibilion 
h~d been placEd on coffee going from Jamaica. He thought some­
thmg was wrong somewhere. It was rather strange that people 
outside the Empire were able to get in their products to the mother 
country, whilst they, who formed a part of the Empire and were 
making every sacrifice in connection with the war, wer~ shut out. 
There was a good deal of discontent here over the matter, and he 
thought that the local Government should represent the matter in 
Its true light, for there was certainly something wrong somewhere. 
He was sure that if the people at home knew what was hapP''ling there 
would be some change. 

The Secretary read a letter which he had received frum Mr. J. W. 
Hill of Messrs. Rowntree and Ca., Ltd., dated 14th November, 1~17, 
In which he said he could arrange for space to remove his cocoa 
which he had stored if the embargo were lifted, and saving that the 
Government's attention should be drawn to the fact that suflbent 
space was available on steamers leaving here, to remove all the cocoa 
In the Island. 
1,"< The SecretarJ was instructed to forward to the C.S.O. the points 
that had been brought up in the discussion and to make public as soon 
as possible any information he might re~eive in this mltter. 
" (j) Colton Indu8try.-The Secretary said that as directed, 
he had forwarded a copy of the letter from the C.S.O. with enclosure 
from the Empire Cotton Growing Committee to Mr. Watson, and he 
had replied as follows:-

8th November, 1911. 
tiThe qu';!stion of the Empire Cotton-growing (Committee which you have 

referred to me can better be an"wered J.:ly some Government Dc-partment which is 
in a p:)3ition to furni3h, or obtain the d~tails asked for and also to state the attitude 
of the Government with respect to fostering the cOtton industry in Jamaica. 

"I attach a summary of the matter which gives in a general way most of the 
Information required." 

(Sgd.) C. WAT!,>ON. 

The primary factors in eotton cultivation are:--soil, climate and labour. 
(1) Soil.-There are thousands of acres of land in Jamaica suitable [or growing 

eotton but the best and most available lands are already in bananaa or cane which 
products give a more profitable return than, cotton. . . 

(2\ r.!i111'\te.-The cotton plant thrIVes best WIth a moderate and well dis-

trlbu~!~'r~~~ll in Jamuca is uncertain and not well distributed. but although 
condition') are not ideal, cotton has been and can be successfully and profitably 
grOWI\ and continued selection of seed would pro~'lbly adapt the plant to its environ .. 

meu~a) Lab:mr.-This is a difficult problem, t{eing scarce, -unreliable and inefficient 
'-The revival of the sugar industry tnd the cons<>qeunt increasE>d df>mand for labour, 
makes it improbable that there will be any extenfion of cotton cultivt t·on in Jamaica. 

After discussion it was settled to forward this matter to the 
Government with Mr. Watson's suggestions, and to say that this 
Board thought that the Department of Agriculture could better 
furnish the information required by the Empire Cotton Growing 
Committee. 

Instructars' CommiUee.-Instructors Reports and Itineraries.­
The Instructors' Reports and Itineraries for the month of October 
were presented and referred to the Instructors' Committee as usUlll.. 
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LiDe Stock Committee. Report re Contagious .Diseases Animals 
Law.-The Secretary said that as previously instructed he had re­
circulated to the Live Stock Committee the question of burning of 
carcasses along with the matter of butchery of young female stock, 
and the subject of Butcher's License; he had now received these 
papers back, and read some of the comments. 

After SCIDe discussion it was decided to forward these papers 
to the GoverTlr.ent and to ask that His Excellency receive a small 
Can:mittee of this Board as early as possible, to go into these ques­
tions; the following Committee was appointed: Messrs. Craig, 
Devot, Martin and Roxhurgh. 

Hurricane R'Tcrts.-The i:'ecretary reported that he had received 
a gnnt frem the Goyerrment of £830 for distribution of seed in the 
j'urricalCe stricken areas, the edd £30 beirg far prizes for the Cottage 
HoJdirgs Ccn:[etition in Pertlard. He also mid that Mr. Crad"ick 
hd rucITITerccd tleat a Cottrge Holdirgs Ccroretition similar to the 
cr.e to te l-eld in PortJard, might Co started in St. Thomas. ., 

Tl:e Beard <'ec:ced trat if there was any money available from 
ire grant aftcr the Efeds had been distributed, they ,hould ask the 
Cowrr:er's rermiEsion to UEe £30 for a Cottage Prize Holdir:gs Com­
}::etitirn jn St. ThClrns. 

The i:'ccretary then presented his Rerort on what had been done 
in the d'stribution of EfCds. He ~.aid that there had been great diffi­
culty in gettirg enOl:gh seeds promptly to satisfy the requirements, 
ar,d it was jl:diciocs to hold some reserve, as last year, in ca.,*, of failure 
of plantirg frem any caUEe. 

He had dEO to rrovide about £60 of seeds for Grand Cayman which 
he hrd rot reckor:ed on. 

Instrueter for Grand Cayman.-The Secretary reported that it 
had been decided at the last meeting in reply to a request from the 
Coverrment fer an Agricultural Instructor to go to Grand Cayman 
to recommend that Mr. Briscoe be sent. He had written the 
Government as directed and their reply was as follows:-

No. 15922·20729. 26th October, 1917. 
uI am directed by the Acting Governor to acknowledge the receipt of ,your 

Jettf'1' C.S.O .• No. 76. dated the 19th inst.. ~nd to say that His Excellf'ncy approves 
of Mr. J. Bri:scof', Agricultural Instrurtor f)f the \Vest Central District, being sent 
dO"'"ll to Grand Cayman with a supply of seeds and plants for a stay in the Dependency 
of from six to eight weeks, and to ask that you will be so good 3S to convey to the 
rnewhers of yeur Beard of ManagelT'ent an expre::>sion of His Ex('e!Ienc~'s thankIJ 
for their ready compliance with his wishes in the matter. ; 

:2. 'With reference to the second paragraph of your letter. I am to ask that 
you will report as soon as possible what amount will be required for the purchase 
of the seeds and plants, and to enquire when Mr. Briscoe will be f('ady to leave." 

(Sgd.) G. M. WORTLEY, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary said that he had made the arrangements, and 
Mr. Bri,cce had left on the 13th November with a supply of seeds. 

Sv.'eet Potato Slips.- Letter from the C.S.O. re Sweet potaio slips, 
No. H226-19872 dated the 12th ultimo was read at the last meeting, 
but rot dealt with. 

The Secretary said that he had been able to arrange for supplies 
of sweet potato slips from the Prison Farm free, and had only to pay 
the RaHway carriage. Most districts had potato slips and he had 
been able wit h a little organization to supply many requirementS 
irem their immediate 1ocalities. . 
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Construction of Buildings.-The Secretary presented a letter 
from the C.S.O. as follows:-

~o . .16072.19510. . 29th October. 1917. 
WIth ~ference to preVl?US rorrespondence on the subject of the recent llUrri~ 

cane, I am dIrected by the Actmg Go'\'ernor to forward to you 10 ('opief! of the Supple-­
~nt .t~ the Jamaica Gazette, No. 27, \vhieh was i~su('d on tre 20th December, 1912, 
contammg a Memorandum on th(' ", Construdkn of Seh{ 01 Buildings \\ith a view 
t? enabling them better to resist the force of the wind," together with 100 copies of 
tne leaflet on "Improvements in the construction of peasants' houses ""ith framing 
of rough round potes ... 

2. I am to say that 25 copies each of thf' Supplement and 1.000 copies eacb 
of the leaflet have been forwarded to the Parochial13oards of Portland and St. Thomas 
(or distribution. " 

(Sgd.) G. M. WORTLEY. 
Acting Colonial Se-cretary. 

Lumber on Crown Land ... - In reply to the request of several 
Branches in Portland and St. Thom~s re the use of Crown Land 
lumber, the Board had decided at the last meeting to write the C. 
S. O. Their reply was read as foJlows:-

No.15D08·20730 25th October. 1917 . 
.. I am directed by the Acting Governor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 

dated the 19th instant, and to inform you in reply that His Excellency has approved 
of the sale by the Surveyor-General's Department of lumber and shingles from 
Crown lands in Portland and St. Thomas, and that the necessary instructions have 
been issued to the Surveyor-General to work out, without delay. the details of a 
scheme under which his Department will effect sales. and in this manner also provide 
work for the people of those J arhhes. 

"I am to add that thp PE ere ary to the Board of Supervision wal assist in this 
matter, in connection with the matter of the restoration of h0115e8. 

(Sgd.) G. M. WORTLEY. 
Actg, Colonial Secretary. 

The Secretary was instructed to advise those intereded in this 
matter. 

Leaflets, Etc.-The Secretary presented a letter from the C.S.O., 
15859-20728, dated 25th October, 1917, acknowledging receipt of the 
leaflets which the Society had prepared and issued after the hurricane. 

Supply of Coconut Plants.~ The Secretary said he had com­
municated with the Government with regard to Mr. Cradwick's 
suggestion that seed nuts might be set down both at Bath and at 
Hartford Gardens instead of using these Nurseries for cocoa for the 
time being. Mr. Cradwick had said that unless small settlers were 
encouraged thEre would be no re-planting of coconuts for some time 
to replace the trees that had been destroyed by the hurricane. He 
(the Secretary) had not yet got a reply from the Government. The 
Board instructed the Secretarv to remind the C.S.O. 01 his former 
communication, and to ask tl;at steps be taken early to carry this 
into effect as the matter was one of urgency. 

Castor Oil.-The Secretary presented the following letter from 

. the ~~Si~8i7720419/17. 24th October, 1917 . 
.. I am directed by the Acting Governor to transmit for the infonnation of ~'our 

Society the accompanying ('opv of a translation of a h"tter v;hich has be€n receIved 
from the French Consul at Po·rt of Spain and its enclosure, in regard to the utility 
pf the Castor~Oi1 plan.t. 

rSgd.) G. M. WORTLEY, . 
Acting Colonial Secreta~. 

The Secretary was instructed to publish the matter in the News: 
papers and in the JOURNAL as being of general interest. (30e page 512) 
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Food (War) Committee.-The Secretary read the following letter:-
6th Octo""r, 1917. 

"1 send you herewith, at the rpq'le~t of t':t~ Food (War) Committee, a memora~ 
dum upon the suggestions cO:ltained in your letter of Avril 23rd, 1917. 

If you ('an ~f'f' your way to send the sampl('s of potato flour, I hope you will 
reali~(' thaI Wf! Wl!! be gIad to pay all costs involved on this side. 

May I pe~sonally thank you and your Committee for all the trouble you have 
tai.<.en and for your valuable sugge~tions?" 

.. (Sgd.) 'W. B. HARDY. 
Produce Protection Law.-The Secretary said that the papers in 

conrection with this Produce Protection Law had been referred to a 
special committee. As a rule such matters were considered by the 
Staple and Minor Products Committee, and he had inadverdently 
summoned that committee to meet the previous day; the result was 
that certain members who aUended the meeting had not seen the 
papers previously. He would try to get the meeting of the special 
committee at an early date. 

Mr. Stedman suggested that as there !!light be many legal points, 
Mr. Farquharson might be added to that committee, and this was 
agreed to. 

Letler from Mr. Esson.-The Secretary read the following 
extract from a letter from Mr. E"on:-

At your next meeting of the Board of Management please put 
before the members the need for the appointment of a Food Controller 
or someone to find out at once the condition of things as they exist 
.t the present time. 

The Board decided that it was not within the scope of the Agri­
:ultural Society to deal with this matter, and that as a matter of fact 
the Governor had already decided not to appoint a Food Controller 
:tnd the Secretary was instructed to advhe Mr. E:r"on to this effect. 

CompetitiDn8.-The Secretary stated that Mr. Rennie said 
that there was a keen interest being taken in the Corn Competition 
and that the member fer the parish had written to him in connection 
with that competition. There was a grant for £10 from the funds 
)f the defunct Trelawny Branch to which the Hon. Mr. Ewen 
lad added £1, and he was most anxious to get the competition started 
.t once. 

There were also other local competitions, e.g., the competitions 
n Clarendon-not less than 11 a' reported in the October JOURNAL. 
3esides that there was a corn competition in Mr. Briscoe's district at 
:..ambs River, and Mr. Briscoe reported that he had inspected 28 of the 
)lots before his departure for Grand Cayman and they were very 
.atisfactory . 

Show at Turks I sland.-The Secretary said he had received a 
etier from the C.S.O., No. 16559-21445/17, dated 7th November, 
~917, transmitting copy of a letter from the Commissioner of the 
rurks and Caico' Islands. The Secretary stated that he had, at the 
equest of the Governor, crit.icized the prize list of their last show, 
.nd offered them suggestions for improvement in subsequent shows 
<lid this letter from the Commissioner now submitted said that they 
,ad decided to hold a show much more ambitious in proportion than 
he last one. The Secretary said that he had also received a letter 
rom the Commissioner who is also the Honorary Secretary of the 
:urks and Caicos Islands Branch, senring a copy of the last quarter's 
eport, and an announceJIlent of the show to be held in 1918. 
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Authorized Persons: Return of Arre$ts.-The Secretarv presented 
t~e usual Retu!"I' of Arrests from the Inspector General and was 
dIrected to pubhsh them as usual. 

Letter from Vere Branch.-The Secretary presented the follo\\1ng 
etter:-

W"l 29th Octobf'T, 1917. 
Law'! h you try to get a slight change in Section 3 of Law a7, IS88, The Cane ~lill 

in vru~~tite~~~nf:~dl~:r;;rl~'~rtl~J(~f' ~~~~~~1itl. ~ny boy or girl under 16 years 
I <1m writIng from memory, and therefore mi),:;ht not bt? strictly accurate. }o~or 

~:a~se~~~,.~, suggest 14 years. The rt:'ason is obvious. Children leave school at 14 

(S!,d.) ARNOI.D L. NEITA. 
It was decided to leave this maHer oyer until the next meeting 

and meanwhile the Seeretary was to invite discussion. ' 
War Gifts. (a) Re Duty on Sugar.--The following letter was 

read:-
30th'Odo1er; 1917. 

"I hl!.Y~ received ~'our letter d the 5lh in,,,t,. informing me thnt I am n:quired 
by the BrItish Gov('rr:mfnt to Jl:Jy (approximately) £:32 \Lhiriy-two I:oundf» duty 
on the 1wo lOn" sU~[Jr, which you were good enough to ship for me m; a dtt to the 
Briti.sh f'risor:ers of War in (ierma11Y, befere the sugar can J")e forwarded to those 
heroIc though unfortuntp Etlner:>rs. 

I purchased the f:ugClr fnJID th[' proceeds of the sale of my Jamnicu Gift Book, 
",,1i("h I ('om})iled :lnd I)ublished ('lltirely for the benefit of the British Prison('rs of 
'Var in GNnmny, and it was greatly due to sympath;.' for them that caused many 
generous-he: r cd persons to pll).' Tr.P more than tIle mnrket value of the hook. 

I s(>nt :;ugu a;,; the shiI-,pin!.': companies are p,-thiJtic enough to take War Gifta 
freight {n:,E', and I calculated thnt if the sugar went freight free and dutj-' free, the 
poor fellows would get at least lOO?,; more yulue in sugar than if I had sent the cash. 

My feelings may hetter be imagined than described on being now told the British 
Government demand3 £32 (thirty-two pounds) duty on this sugar (which only 
cost f0rty-two pounds ten shillfngs and was carried freight free) before the Customs 
~rill clear it. 

I shall be murh obliged if you wi!! rfquest Mr. Aspinall to inform the British 
Authorities of the facts as set out in this letter and to say that I am not prepared 
to pay the duty and they must do what they think best ",>ith the sugar. 

I have to thank you for dl the trouble you have taken in the matter." 
(Sgd.) EDITH CL.4.RKE. 

The Secretary said that it had seemed strange to him that With­
out any notice of change, duty should now be charged on such war 
gifts which had been hitherto allowed free entrance. He was instruc­
ted to send the facts to the Governor and ask him whether anything 
could be done in the maUer: also to ask for direct information as to 
the present regulations up to date. 

(b) Acknowledgments.-The Secretary presented acknowledg­
ments from the Rocky Point Battery and Fort Clarence of grapefruit 
which were the gift of Mr. Westmoreland, Mr. Hossack, Mr. Wigan 
and Mrs. Rerrie. 

Applications for Affiliation.-Applications for affiliation were 
submitted from:-(il Boston, (ii) Port Antonio, Portland. (iii) 
Craigton, St. Andrew. ' 

Craigton had been a Sub-branch of Cambridge-Woodford Branch 
but having now far over the complement of members necessary to con­
stitute a Branch applied for affiliation direct. The Instructors' Com­
mittee had recommended the affiliation of all these. Affiliations were 
granted. 

New Members.-The following new members were elected :-Alfred 
LeBon, Cape Haitien, Haiti. Cains Sherison, Port-au-Prince, Haiti. 

The meeting then adjourned until 20th December, 1917, at 11.30 a.m. 
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THE RICE TRADE OF THE WORLD. 

The current number of the Bulletin of the Imperial Institute, 
just issued (London, John Murray), contains an article of 70 pages 
on the production and uses of rice. Practically all the rice-producing 
countries of the world are considered separately, in respect both of 
their rice crops and of their trade in rice, and an attempt is made to 
arrive at some idea of the world's production of this important food­
stuff. It is calculated that the output of cleaned rice in 1916-17, 
in all countries except China, amounted to about 60,000,000 tons. 
Of this the British Empire produced about 36,000,000 tons, mostly 
in India, where the crop (including an allowance of a million tons 
for Native States) was no less than 35,000,000 tons. Of the foreign 
produdion of 24,000,000 tons, over 20,000,000 tons was grown in 
five countries--Japan, Netherlands, East Indies (chiefly Java), French 
Indo-China, Siam and Korea. Estimates of production, adopting 
the view that the output in China is ll<lt likely to be much inferior 
to the Indian crop and may exceed it, concludes that 40 per cent. 
or a little less, would be a fair allowance for India's proportion of the 
world's annual production of rice. 

No less important is the position which India occupies in the 
world's rice trade as a source of supply for other countries. That 
is not a necessary consequence of its importance as a rice producer. 
Some of the countries of largest production-China, Japan, Nether­
lands East Indies-do not grow enough to supply their own needs, 
though in the case of Japan the large increase in the rice crops in the 
last three years has changed a heavy import balance into an export 
balance, so far as the trade with foreign countries (i.e., excluding 
Korea and Formosa) is concerned. 

The world's export trade in rice is practically under the control 
of three countries, India, French Indo-China and Siam. It has been 
calculated that the quantity of rice which entered into international 
trade, as shown by the export returns of different countries, amounted 
in 1913 to about 6,400,000 tons. This includes exports from European 
countI1es of rice which has been milled in those countries, which came 
originally from India, Siam or Indo-China, and which unduly swells 
the total by being counted tv.ice over. Even so, the original exports 
of rice from India amounted to 40 per cent of the total, while those 
from Indo-China Were 20 per cent and those from Siam 18 per cent; 
in other words these three countries provided nearly four-fifths of the 
total. 

India's export trade in rice is really dependent on Burma. Not 
only does Burma provide about three-fourths of the exports of rice 
from India as a whole (1.835,000 tons out of 2,420,000 tons in 1913-14), 
but Burma usually sends to other provinces of India more rice than 
those other provinces f'Xport. Without Burma, India would not 
be self-supporting in rice. As it is, India's exports of rice in the year 
before the war were equal to the gross requirements of the rest 
-of the Empire, though actually only 42.6 per <e.lt. of the exports went 
to British countries, and 57.4 per cent to foreign countries. 

The exports direct to the United Kingdom were only betW€€ll 
6 and 7 per cent of the total. On the othQr hand, the United Kingdom 
imported considerable quantities of rice from Holland and Germaey 
which harl t-n first exnorted from India to those countries, and 
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ait.:r be~ milled and polished there had been re-exported to the 
[J'mted Kmgdom. 

. Rice-milling, a~ one time a flourishing industry in the United 
Kingdom, had declmed before the war owing to severe competition 
from t~E; Dutch and German mills, wit.h the result that not only was 
the Bntlsh home market partly supphed by foreign milled rice but 
w~t w,,:, at one time the consi~erable British export trade in iully­
mIlled nee had been reduced m many directions. Since the war 
both the home an~ .exp~rt t~e in mill!,d. rice have been largely re­
covered by the Bntlsh ,:,ce-m!llers, and It IS hoped that this industry 
and trade may be retamed after the war. The possibilities of the 
development of the complete milling of rice in India before export 
are also a matter for consideration. 

The second part of the article deals with the uses of rice both 
as an article of food and for industrial purposes; the value of rice 
meal as a feeding stuff for livestock is also discussed. The milling 
processes are described, and the different grades of rice and the by­
products which are obtained are shown in diagrammatic form. N u­
merous composition tables are given, and comparisons are afforded in 
this respect between rice and its by-products and other foodstuffs. 

In connection with this subject it may be pointed out that the 
Indian Committee of the Imperial Institute is now conducting, at the 
request of the Secretary of State for India, an enquiry into the pos­
sibility of increasing the use of Indian raw materials and foodstuffs 
within the Empire. The enquiry naturally involves an investigation 
of the extent to which other countries, and especially enemy countries 
before the war, had secured a predominant share in Indian trade, 
and the causes which led to this condition. 

A Special Committee has investigated. the trade in rice, and 
ij; is understood has now almost completed its work. The need for 
such an enquiry is clear from the facts mentioned above regarding 
the dominant position taken in the rice tmde by Germany nnd Holland, 
before the war. as compared with the United Kingdom. 

November, 1917. 

RICE GROWING. 

The above notes on where rice is grown do not mention the 
United States which now grows an appreciable proportion of the 
:world's rice. Last year over 40 million bushels were produced an 
increase of 12 millions over the previous year. By September last 
there was no rice left in the United States; while most had been used 
locally, a larger proportion than usual had been exported, to the 
tune of 533 per cent more. This includes a large quantity imported 
from the East through San Francisco. 

In Jamaica about 11 to 12 lbs. of rice are consumed per head 
per annum, in Britain 30lb •. per head, in the United States ",nly 6. or 
7 Ibs. a greater use bemg made of cornmeal there, whIle III Slam D23 
100. ~r head is consumed which is almost incredible, only we must 
:remember that rice there represents 90 per cent of the food eat~n; in 
India the consumption is about. 150 lbs. per head; Japan only shghtly 
1ess. 

The greatest extension of rice growing is taking place in California 
.and fortunes are being made in the industry. Lands are being taken 
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up by immigrants chiefly Japanese and the acreage under rice extended 
fr~m 16,000 in 1914 to 85,000 acres last year and is exryec:ed next 
year to reach 150,000. The average yield there is 3,500Ibs. of grain 
per acre. 

The States of Louisiana, Texas and Arkansas produce 80% of 
the rice grown in the United States. 

RICE AS A FOOD. 

In these days of high prices rice is selling at 4d. per lb. It only 
contains 12 per cent of moisture. Sweet p::natoes at ~~~d. to Id. per 
lb. contain 75 per cent of moisture. Irish potatoe, at 3d. per lb. contain 
75 per cent of moisture also, and yam, at 1d. to 11/:1:1. per lb, the same. 
Reducing this to the ba,i, of what solid food you ge: for one sh.lIing 
rice is still a che::tp food. Sim]"r dry food like peas and beans contain 
only 10 to 15 per cent of water, and at 6d. a quart or 4d. per lb. with 
rice at 4d. a lb., are the eheapeqi; and m.,ost nutritious combinations 
at the present time. Meat stuff a., it is b~ught contains from 50 
to 65 per cent of water. 

So long as care is taken not to eat the white polished rice, this 
grain is one of the best foods the world produces. It is not only good 
for the nutrition it contains as per chemical analysis, but it is so easily 
digested that the human laboratory gets m~re out of it in a shorter 
period than any other food. 

RICE GROWING. 

In reply to the query re work to be done on rice, with reference 
to the amount of labour employed, I beg to say that tbe industry 
requires a good deal of labour between April and July, and again in 
November and December. The preparation of the land in marshy 
places such as are suitable for the growth of this crop is a work that 
brings a higher scale of wages than canes or bananas. It is not a 
pleasant kind of work and requires some skill on the part of the 
labourer so that the much coveted 4/- a day is easily made by the 
hard workingman and even women can get wages very much above 
the average. There is constant activity from the beginning of April 
till the end of August. The men thus employed give their time to 
sugar estate work during crop time and so the rice industry is a com­
plement to the sugsr factories. A large extension of the rice industry 
will develop skilful men who will stick to it. It is not likely that native 
rice will ever be sold again at 7/- per 100 qts., a price which undersold 
imported rice very much. Even at 10/- during a good year, the 
profits are larger than that made on canes. I saw 8 sq.-chains of rice 
this year giving a gross income of £22 88., and a nett of £16 which 
~nnot be got on canes as sold by the farmers. The pr:ces are now 
very high, but in normal times the prolita would s ill be £10 an 
~cre. So that from the point of view of a profitable investment the 
,ice industry is one to be encouraged ·in the commercial intere'.t3 of the 
sland. 

I sincerely hope that some effort will be made to adopt some 
scheme with a view of encouraging its extension. 

R. C. SOMERVILLE. 
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THE RICE Gr.OWER, MONTH BY MON'IH. 

BJT tre tilre this article arrenrs in the JCVRNAL. the entire rice 
:r01' wlll bave hen, reared, dr'cd ard rut "way in rags and much of 
It WlIl ha,:e !:een EO:d. The o'd .me folds too, that haye dried I:p are 
!mlbng WIth tte rICh green folIage of the cow rea that many rice 
planifr~ sow. as a catch .erep rrd t.o keep down tre growth of gra"'<, 
md !hlS ~a,'es expc!IE€ III (l.:JtY~tlOI?' ~'here the water was deep 
lrd IS only now drYlrg LP thEr~ IS Silll t1me to !!et a famous ('rop of 
~C~ ffHE',. blrck E)€ (r Qt:Jck ]fCHUe bdrre lhe t:E'xt sow:ng Hrne. 
Ih,s rractlCe hrs r(m follcwcd I)' tbe cccli(s for ou'te a lor g time 
,rd we mnt pve them the cred,t foJ' 1fachj~g tre nati"e peasant 
planter a "feful k"on. He naTs eLcr~h to stere up a]cr.g with I is 
rice arrl hes in th cerr ]:-.i".l'cn cf nero two a food that ceDtain. 
all t r.e u-Eer.tials ?f a rerfect diet. The fcoEes are not responsible 
rcr the lar.e qrnDiIty of rcas irrrorted ir.to this country and lhe £2 ()OO 
raid for red rease grown in America is not contributed by them. 
They UEe spht pellS and dahl, but then if they could grow these here 
they would do so. ' 

The great est care has been taken in the selectiun of beal·, or seed 
rice ,by th's lime eSTecially where the ,election hllS been made from 
an old field. bo that the mtending planter hllS attended to ,he most 
ilr:r:crtant factor in the ir dustry. 

I mDst my scrr.ethirg of tbe ,eed rice that the Agricdtural Society 
will hal'dle this year. Frem lte start every attention has been g;ven 
to details with a view of prcducing the best art'cle. New lands have 
been prepared and planted llS early llS possible and alth, ugh in such 
a case all the seeds are good for sowing, a careful selel tion has never­
tbeless been made, so that intending rice growers will get the best 
article possible. 

New lands that are to re planted will require careful cultivation, 
that will remove stumrs and yegetation as wellllS ensure a good tilth 
of the surface .oil, so that a crep d FfS of the cowpea tribe is a good 
investment. In my next Htiele in lhe January JOURNlL, I ,hall 
deal with the preraration of soil and the establishment of w"ter control. 

R. C. SOMERVILLE. 

NCTE.-'Ihe above refers to swamp rice. We did not stock 
encugh £fed last year to mpply all whom the articles in the JOURNAl, 
on Rice Growing stirrulatcd to flant. We trust lhere WIll te even a 
gTe< ter dHLand ue>.t season and we hope to have a good stock of 
selected Eeed. 

But it is al.o of the greatest interest that EO much dry land or 
rnou<lain rice bas teen grcwn ard rr.cstly strarge to say in what is 
Il.~a\ly a drv distric1, tre Ligrar.ca plair.s cf St. Ar:drew;at the foot 
of the bills -f.w to. s x miles cut of Kirg,tc;r' For tv:o Yfars good 
£earcns have F€\"arled there. Th,e nce fe,ds v, hen nre and ready 
for harve,t, at the beginning of NcvoT.eer, forrr.cd a vel)' plellSing 
sight. This dry land rice c"n ~e. grcwn wlthout th~ tedlce.ness of 
trar.splar.tir.g and is plrnted SImIlar to corn or gumea (Orn. We 
have also arranged to get a stock of this.-ED. 
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LEARNING TO EAT RLCE. 

Boiled rice is digestible in one hour, which makes it an admirable 
'ood when ease of digestion is a maLter of importance. 

In comparison with wheat, rice lacks somewhat in .nitrogenous, 
naterial and fat. but it is rich in carbohydrates, the and deficiency of 
o.Ibuminoids and fats can be supplied from legumes (peas and beans.) 

Analyses show that 100 pounds of cleaned rice contains 87,7 
)ounds total nutrients. These consist of 8 pounds protein, 0.3 pounds 
'at, 79 pounds carbohydrates, and 0.4 pound ash. In comparison 
LOO pounds of wheat fiour contains 87.1 pounds of total nutriment.s 
,onsisting of 10.8 pounds protein, 1.1 pounds fat, 74,8 pounds carbe­
,ydrates, and 0.4 pound ash. 

In the rice-producing districts in California, millers and bakers 
Ife now urging the use of rice flour for bread. Rice flour contains 
LO.95 per cent protein, against 7.1 per cent in cleaned rice, It is 
~laimed that rice flour makes a more tasty loaf and that rice bread 
;viII keep longer and in better condition than will wheat bread, When 
;his flour is more fully known to the housewives of the country it will 
io doubt be in steady demand. 

The comparison between rice and potatoes is even more striking. 
[n a pound of rice there are 1,630 heat llnits. In a pound of potatoes 
;here are only 310 heat units, One would be required to eat five and 
)ne-quarter pounds of potatoes or yams to obtain the same amount 
)f energy as is contained in one pound of rice. Reduce this to a basis 
)f economy, and rice at 4d. per lb. will be found better to accompany 
meat and than yams or potatoes, and should be on every table. 

The Oriental custom of removing the hulls and bran with a pounder 
>nd using the grain without polishin,Q' is not only more economical, 
Jut also furnishes a rice of far higher food value than the rice of com­
nerce. 

Rut fashion demands rice having a fine gloss. To supply this 
the rice is put through the polishing or milling process, which removes 
~ome of the most nutritious portions of the rice grains. 

Aside from the loss in flavour and nutritive value by polishing, 
Iashion again increases the cost of commercial rice by demanding 
whole grains, 

---:0:---

We 'take the following figures from the "Tropical Agriculturist. H 

)f course production does not mean export. We presume Burmah, 
Nhieh grows most rice and supplies India is included in British 
lndia;-

rHE NORMAL CONSUMPTIOX OF RICE BY THE FOURTEEN PRINCIPAL 

J.S.A. 
,"orway 
,weden 
Russ.ia 
U.K. 
F'rance 
~ermany 

NATIONS. 
lb. Per Capita 

5.31 
9.22 
9.31 

11.16 
27.0 
34.13 
93.17 

Argentine 
Italy .. 
Spain 
Brazil 
Porto Rico 
Japan 
China 

Ib, Per Capita. 
41.17 

105.0 
104.60 
122.10 
146.0 
147.0 
158.0 
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WORLD'S PROIJCCTIO>.; OF J:ICE ,CLLU.:ED . 

Year 19B. 
British 1 nelia 
Ceylon .. 
China (3 Provi'lces, 
French'ln'lo-Ci,ina 
.Java and ~\Iad(;l'<t 
Japan 
Korea 
Formosa 
Siam 
Fed. I\lalay Stat('~ 

~~- <(1: 
CORN. 

THE (;!U,Al DRIVE. 

The Genn'1ns have made thems(>1'n:s 
famous) for the big drives they have made. 

1913. :lLiIlion Ill. 
L .. L,:" 1,512 

513 
137 
739 
;3W 
:;nG 
::!2U 

I Bi'Jzijl ] 10 
109 
7I!) 

OV/11 jn other parts 1 hey cancenl r8ted on one 
special skin, thpir deepe~~t ('urJnh~. CX'1xa m:ls:-(:\.c:. 
and let dr:\'e ;:-d their obj2('t 'N:~h ;"liH force. L:st 

~'~ ~r;le {~~~ic~l1h~~~~af.oc:e;\\~(~(~:~X~~;t<~.:~~D;n \~::i}~l)d (,Or ns, cdn:>~~~:~~~:l 
lit~ de ." 0 .::\,~ c:")j'n h,I,·; '-did ;-.undry to the' 

,1. :d I ,-:I~~f1tl of at even­
~!,\\ Yi:'~ W' of gOO(l 

'·I~ I :d I :lI'k~ u;' raj ~ 
of POD)' 

for seed, 
and S:) JJ1. II \'lfls made a'~ 

easy as possibJe for every on~ to get good seed ('orn, although WE_. 
could not supp1y a fonrth of the demand for the sE:]e::ccrl sC2d corn. 
We also had and supplied the different stuffs to control pests in 
the field and the seed in store. Response wOll~d not have been so 
quickly brought nbout in one 8eason, but for tht~ fact that the high 
prices of foodstuff's made peOI)le, in addition tlJ the lbual growers, 
give an car to t h~' subjcc:t, and in the sec'ond place be:au . .:,c the ground 
had becn so long prepared, throu~h our litent~ure on the s;lbject. 
giving the fullest information, methods,. cost and ~e.-;:jlts ~D that thesp 
could be quoted to enquirers. 

F[1\'oured with good se~l<:;ons the crops were as a excellenL 
and this cheered and stimulaTed everybody--growers, and 
consumers a1ike. 

But a erop of 250,000 bushels mOl"'.'·, hon d()u~le JaJnai('a'~ 
usual summer crop, i~ nothinp; to could Le P:'O(hlCcd if only 
the large propr1eto~' vlOuld resp nvl as well u:::: the srna1

; s~·UJer ha., 
dane. \Yhy should the burden of producing food fa!! t:lnse witiJ 
very limited lallds? Of ,course a limited suP?ly keeps price up, 
but the up is too up: in these times we want plenty d a moderate 
price sufficient to be a paying price for the producer, 

There can be no question of there ever b,,;n~ any slump in corll 
during war time, It is probable that cornmeal wi!! have to make 
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up for the shortage of wheat flour; no other product can so readily 
supplement wheat. We feel strongly on this subject, that Jamaica 
should be overflowing with foodstuffs if the growing of these was 
properly organized. But so many only look to the other man to be 
up and doing. It is the bounden duty of every man with land in 
every district that will grow corn, to plant from one acre upwards. 
Pasture land should be broken up with fork, plough. or even hoe two 
to three months before planting in order that the turf can rot and 
the clods of earth be sweetened and refined by the sun, breeze and 
rain, so that the soil can form a seed bed with 'the most congenial 
conditons for com and peas; the double crop should be grown wherever 
possible. 

There is no time to be lost for preparation for the spring planting; 
the best season for planting may be taken as between the 15th March 
and 15th April as a general rule. 

The situation of the world's food crops is not assuring. Scarcity 
of ships shuts off the mare distant parts from sending in their supplies 
to the great centres of consumption which it is vital to feed-Great 
Britain, France and Italy especially. Australia has great stocks of 
wheat and butter; Java has sugar-but these cannot be sent to' 
Europe from the Antipodes. Jamaica by feeding herself as far as 
possible, would thus save tonnage for other necessities. It must be 
realized that everyone should and can help in this. There are many, 
many thousand acres of good land in Jamaica not utilized for tillage, 
and though in ordinary times these could not be made to pay either 
in any of our ordinary export crops or products consumed here, bush 
land and pasture land can now pay nnder food crops and the most 
important is com and next peas and beans; both can be taken as six 
month crops. 

Jamaica should by next August and September look to produce 
one million bushels of corn, and it can be done! Supposing every 
proprietor put in from 10 to 50 acres of corn and peas. We know the 
difficulties of fencing off at the price of fence wire is a very serious one. 
But cannot theBe be surmounted by throwing up one whole pasture 
planting out so much and giving the rest out even at pepper corn rent 
to others to grow corn and peas. There is another difficulty-not 
applicable to corn so much but to a large production of Black Eye or 
Cowpeas-the difficulty of storage alOd marketing. This is a matter 
for Government co-ordination. 

The great drive that the Agricultural Society desires to make 
and is preparing for, is the great corn drive of next spring . 

• 
There are 2,692,587 acres of land in Jamaica, deducting what 

is recky, forested, high mountain top and at present under cultivation, 
it would be possible to find 50,000 acres of land not at present 
utilizd which is suitable for growilOg com without hardship to anyone. 
Nlowi:lg 0:11y for 20 bushels per acre, this would yield one million 
bushels. Would the labour for growing be available? That we 
cannot anEWH for, but co-operation in the UEe of ploughs and plough 
stock could work wonders. How many ploughs lie idle after one 
owner has used his plough. Could not an angemenis be made to 
paI!!l round ploughs and plough stock in districts 1 Is such co-operation 
abd eli-ordination imp'Oll8ible? .. 
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SELECTION 01' SEED cORN. 

By the time this is read it will be near the time for growers to go 
through their fields and select the best plants and the best cobs there 
for seed. Sometimes there are particularly rich spots in the field 
mch as where a heap of wood has been burned, where the corn stalks 
"ave grawn very luxurIant and may have two or three good cobs, 
but It IS better to take the exceptionally good stalks and good cobs 
,rown under the ordinary conditions of the field. These are the 
'esults of superior vitality. No one however, will ever secure a good 
ltandard of seed corn that will breed true unless he has gone through 
his field and cut out all the poor stalks before they tassel as otherwise 
the best plants may have been fertilized by the very poorest so that 
although the corn has been borne on a fine stalk and is a fine cob 
the germ or embryo baving been fertilized from the pollen born~ 
Dn a miserably poor stalk, the seed will not grow and bear corn of the 
best quality. It is like having a very fine mare or cow or sow or she­
~uat, served by a runt of a male. 

---:o:-~-

THE STRUCTURE 01' A CORN GRAIN. 

In the making of cornmeal such as is importea the tip cap, the 
hull, the germ and part of the horny endosperm are taken out. The 
\ferm contains fat, and from this corn oil is made, tbe balance being 
sold as germ meal to feed dairy cows. It is the fat that causes the 
cornmeal made in an ordinary mill to become rancid when kept. 
Home grown cornmeal should be made at the furthest every week. 

The following notes on the structure of the corn grain are taken 
from the Agricultural Gazette of New South Wales, and should be 
studied by all corn growers. 

Separate a graiu of corn into the following parts:~ 
1. T·ip Cap.~ This is the part by which the grain is attached 

to the cob, and which sometimes adheres to the cob when shelling 
(especially when immature), but more often comes away with the 
grain. Its removal from the grain exposes the black hilum or scar 
protecting the lower end of the germ. 

:e. Hull.~ This is the thin skin covering the entire grain. It is 
easily removed by soaking the grain in water for a time. Observe 
that in a white or yellow grain this hull is quite colourless, but that 
in a red grain the whole of the red colour is contained in th'-hull. 

3. Aleurone layer.~ This is another thin covering of the grain 
immediately beneath the hull. It is more easily distinguished in a 
purple (so-called black) grain, in the aleurone of which the whole 
of the purple colour resides. This covering does not extend over the 
germ. It is rich in protein or flesh-forming material, and is also 
called the horny gluten. It contains the brightness or lustre of the 
grain, which loses this character on its removal. Brightness is an 
indication of a large percentage of protem, and bnght gram, therefore 
has a higher feeding value than grain of dull colour. 

4. Germ.-This part occupies the front of the graih, and extends 
from the tip to half-way or more towards the crown. It contams most 
of the oil or fat of the grain, and when freshly cut should have a glisten­
ing appearance on the cut surface. A discoloured appearance is caused 
by frost or by heating in storage when too moist, in whiCh case th~ 
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grain will not germinate. The germ, which may be removed from 
the grain with a small sharp knife, consists of an outside covering 
called the scutellum Or shield enclosing the delicate young shoot and 
root. 

5. Starchy e'/ldosperm or white starch.-This part extends around 
the germ from the crown to the tip, and varies in amount in different 
types of grain, being almost entirely absent in flint com, which has 
little or no dent in the crown, and abundant in large-dent corn which 
is deeply dented at the crown. The dent is caused by the starchy 
endosperm contracting more rapidly in drying than the horny endospern 
which surrounds it. 

6. Horny endosperm or horny Starch.-·This part comprises from 
35 to 45 per cent. of the grain of dent corn, and determines the hardness 
of the grain, as well as having some influence on the protein content 
or feeding value, as over 40 per cent. of the total protein of the grain 
is contained in the horny starch. 

---:0:--­
CORN MEAl. 

I doubt if there is any person in Jamaica who has derived the full 
benefits of a Coffee Mill as much as I have done. For this reason, 
I will give you the results of my experiments and if you think anyone 
else will be benefitted by the information given, you may have same 
published in your JOURNAL. 

In the first place I have made cornmeal with my coffee mill that 
would make some of the imported corn mills feel ashamed. I intend 
to send you a sample so you can judge for yourself. Now, this is 
how I do the thing: First, I have the mill properly cleaned with 
hot water and dried. Then I screw it down so that the corn comes 
out in coarse grit for a first grinding. Secondly, I screw it up to three­
quarter tight and paRS the grit through which should come out nearly 
done. Thirdly I screw up as tightly as possible, return meal to mill 
and the result is that after sifting I get as fine a meal as could be desired. 
Again, if I desire to have a real good plate of peas soup, all I have 
to do is to pass the peas through the mill hefore cooking and the result 
is marvellous. It cooks much quicker and far better. I have not 
tried it with banana or potato chips but I feel confident that the same 
results can be obtained. Of course, it takes up more time and labour 
than the corn mill, hut the results pay much more when you haven't 
got a corn mill of your own or nearby. 

H. E. CARBY. 
Byhrook, Portland. 
This is interesting and useful information. No need to wait 

until a large corn mill can he got: meanwhile the ordinary 4/ coffee 
mill make the household cornmeal. We have seen the sample which 
i5 really good.-Ell. 

---:o:~·--­

PREPARATION OF lAND. 

Begin to prepare land for spring planting now. Hasty preparation 
just when planting time is at hand cannot give the best results. We 
believe in clearing early and letting the fine bush and grass lie to rot, 
the large sticks and prickly bush must usually be burned when the 
former cannot be piled up to be used for firewood. Then the land must 
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be broken up early. The action of the sun and breeze on the clods 
will in a month or m~re pu~ these in such condition that after a good 
showel: of ram, they Wll~ easlly brea~ up and so save labour in refining, 
and thlS thorough aeratlOn of the sOlI tends to fertilitv. The argument 
that weeds will grow meanwhile is not good enough .. If the weeds do 
grow it pays to weed the plot. Weeding is then sure to be less when 
the crop is actually planted. 

Although there are general principle~ and praetices which can 
be laid down to be followed in planting, districts and localities differ 
so much in Jamaica with its dry and wet areas and its varying elevations 
that there cannot be an invariable rule as to when to plant and how to 
plant. In each district men by experience have found out how 
best to deal with the crops they are familiar with, to a certain degree. 
But even then the practices and experiences of others in different 
districts but similar circumstances may give some new ideas to be tried 
cautiously. All practices are subject to revision, improvement and 
change, but in agriculture alterations should be made cautiously and 
no plunges made into the new and strange. 

---:0:----

LEAF BITTEN DISEASE OF COCONUT. 

Last November (1916) I carried out some experiments with Leaf 
Bitten Disease of Coconut which might be of interest to readers of the 
JOURNAL especially as this disease has lately been spreading in certain 
sections of the Island. When these experiments were carried out no 
copper sulphate was to be had. 

Tree No. 1 was situated approximately six miles from the coast 
on a property on which no less than 20 odd cases of Budrot had occurred 
within two years. The owner mistaking this Leaf Bitten disease 
for Budrot, so badly affected was the tree, was about to have it felled, 
when I happened to be passing, and my attention called to this new 
form that budrot was taking on. The last two leaves were mere 
stumps and three of the preceding ones were badly disfigured.. These 
I cut away to just above the bud. The tree was not a very tall 
one so with the help of a ladder I was able to get inside the" house, " 
and do all that was necessary myself. After I had cut away all trace 
of the disease I doctored the tree with a mixture of 2 quarts of slack 
lime, 1 quart of coarse salt, and after this was put in and around the 
bud, I poured on about 4 quarts of strong jeyes and water mixed 1 to 8. 
On my last visit two weeks ago I found that the tree has completely 
recovered and shows no trace of the disease. 

Tree No. 2 was on the Sea Coast, but was not quite as bad a 
case as the one before mentioned. Several of the leaves were affected 
and the last was reduced to a hard stump about a foot high. From 
observation it would appear as if this tree had an attack sometime 
before which it threw off only to re-appear in acute form .. 

After removing the affected parts I treated this tree with sulphate 
of iron and lime. I dissolved a lb. of sulphate of iron in 4 galls. of 
water and with this I mixed about 5 quarts of lime and gave the tree 
a proper washing down, trunk and all. I don't suppose the washing 
of the trunk served much purpose but as I had the mixture it was 
used up. I took care to throw the residue in the bud. This tree 
has also recovered and is now looking quite thrifty. 
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There can be no doubt of the initial diagnosis as a sample of th, 
stump leaf from one of the trees was sent to the Microbiologist wh( 
confirmed my observation as to the nature of the disease. 

MARTIN RENNIE. 
Agricultural Instructor, 

Palmouth. 
Trelawny and Eastern St. James. 

We submitted the above to the Microbiologist who has giver 
the following memo:--- ' 

Office of Microbiologist, 
Hope. Kingston P.O. 

3rd October, 1917. 
I have yours of the 26th ult. enclosing report of Mr. M. Renm, 

on treatment of Coconut trees attacked by a Leaf Bitten Disease. 
Tree No. 1 was apparently at Chester; if so, it was probabl) 

one pointed out to me by Mr. Rennie last year. The disease wru 
Hard Leaf Bitten, and an advanced case .. Chopping back the heart 
leaves until all trace of disease was removed. and application of lim, 
and salt mixture appear to have been quite effective. The additior 
of the jeyes fluid was probably unnecesssary; at any rate No.2 recoveree 
although it received no jeyes. The sulphate of iron and lime liqui( 
mixture applied to No. 2 contained a large excess of lime beyone 
what was necessary to throw out the iron. Two pounds of lim, 
to 1 pound sulphate of iron is more than enough. This mixture i.; 
a less effective fungicide than the liquid lime and copper sulphau 
mixture (bordeaux mixture). Slaked lime was used in both cases­
for No.1, 2 quarts and for No.2, 5 quarts; possibly the lime alon, 
would have had the same effect as the mixtures: the essential poinl 
in the treatment is to chop away all the diseased tissue at the hean 
and burn it; if this is not done thoroughly, chemical application wil 
noi prevent the reappearance of disease. Upstanding diseased leave, 
should not be left when treating as spores of disease are liable to b, 
carried down such limbs by rain and reinfect the leaves in the heart. 

---:0:---

S. F. ASHBY, 
Microbiologist. 

THE GARDEN A HOME NECESSITY. 

(Lecture Deli'cered to the Luaa Branch. by R. C. Somerville, Instructor.: 

In normal times gardening is a pastime, a pleasant digression 
from the ordinary work one has to do. Men who do brain work ane 
women occupied with household duties find a recreation in garder 
work. At all times it is a source of profit, for it prevents the spendin, 
of many a hard earned shilling and is the source of a sure incom, 
that can provide some of the necessaries of life. During these abnormal 
times of stress and shortage in the world's food supplies. broughl 
about by the war, and in our island keenlY aggravated by the frequent 
recurrence of destructive hurricanes, it has become a necessity, a 
national duty and the man who can produce his own food and enougb 
over to sell to others is doing the empire's work. 

In many countries artificial means sue)) as hot houses and manu· 
factured soils and manures have to be used at great expense ane 
trouble, while in this country from sea level to the tops of the highesl 
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mountains the vegetables that are most desimble will give satisfactory 
results. Last year I saw potatoes, cabbages, turnips, carrots, tomatoes, 
ochras, garden eggs and kohl cabi grown at a distance of 10 chains 
from the sea shore at Green Island; that compared favourably with 
those grown at Darlistcn 1.400 feet above sea level. You are all 
aware of the success "ij h which Mr. C. J. :\i. Smith grew them in 
Lucea and Was able to furnish the market with nice cabbages and 
other vegetables. 

The advantages of gardening are so obvious that I will not here 
mention them but confine myself to h<>w to grow a smalll4arden around 
the cottage that will be both pleasurable and profitable. The land 
should be thorou~hly forl,ed and all stones and roots taken out. 

Goo:l cultivation will make up for deficiencies in the fertility 
of the soil as the roots will find it esay to penetrate them in search 
of food. 

Vlhen it is necessary to manurE', well rotted stable manure, or the 
droppings of cattle or sheep that have been well fermented and pul­
verized should be used. Wood ashes and collected sweepings are 
also excellent for the growth of vegetables. 

Liquid manure which can be easily made is very helpful in giving 
concentrated food to the young plants. A barrel in which well rotted 
stable manure has been put and to which a gallon of lime has been 
added should be nearly filled with water. The addition of other 
waste liquids such as urine which contains about 90'7, of water and 
the remainder composed of salts and rich foods for plants, will have 
its manurial value. Carefully prepared liquid manure should be 
allowed to stane' about two weeks before using. A little at a time 
given in the watering pan will be highly beneficial to the young plants 
especially such as are grown for foliage as cabbages and lettuce. 

In the preparation of the soil, care should be taken to provide suitable 
drainage so as to prevent water-logging and to ensure aeration of the 
soil in dry weather. 

Beds should be slightly raised but not so much as to give them 
the appearance of a series of graves which causes over draining. Atten­
tion to details will be found to be a good policy and the use of pegs 
and a line will ensure symmetry which gives a pleasurable appearance 
to the eye. 

I shall now give a few short hints on the vegetables that are 
most commonly grown in the island and which I think smtable for 
this parish. 

CABBAGES.-SoW seeds in boxes or in a carefully prepared nursery 
bed which is highly manured in October and November for the early 
planting and again in February and March for the Spring. Scatter 
the seed very thinly taking some trouble over it, and cover them very 
lightly with a thin layer of soil. 'l,'he best varieties for Jamaica '!lre 
Succession, early Drumhead and Wakefield, the first however haVIng 
many points in its favour. Small tre!,ches should be ma?e .and the 
seedlings planted out two feet apart m the bottom. ThIS IS fOl11!d 
convenient for moulding the plants. Manure should be ploughed m 
at the bottom of these trenches. If the weather is dry the plants 
should be watered while they are young. If caterpillars attack tbem 
these should be hand picked at once. When cabbages are cut if the 
stumps are allowed to remain the leaves being remove", they will 



They are 
When lhe 
of thinning OUl 

apart, if larg-p 

be planted ollL 
a fine flpinach wh-:m 
not allowed lO grow too 

CARR0T~ art' V(_lf'T 

thoroughly 1,lq"'lCrl, ' 
strong plants, t;.J L' free 

LETTun.: .;. -')cJW in 
therefore ,prinklc' 
or place a h:.md 
before thev hftH 

In order to 
ought t heref"re ; 0 

and if in :1 dnT s('a~~on :} 
PEAt),---;\O [z,.rden :s 

the soil as directed in the 
apart in double rews so as to 
rows sbovlrl he Mt. arart. 
high stick tllem with taU 
tops, rea;:; (~r(' (']:r:gu'::1, nut 
t:l1mb on. BC::d:", f',jrr,iJ<it tel 
:3 inste~ld pf 4- fCt~t 2P<u'L 

The be~l Y['..rietiesgro\\'n hert' ;Of!"' Old H(ln.1P'-te~ld! \Vh_itc Crea,qe­
back, Asparagus and Suttons) Earllc:_~t vf AI1. DVlarf varieties are 
very popular and should bE p~;::nted at the edg j2 of beds. \Yax beans, 
Bush lima and 1~arrO\vfat are good varieties. 

TOMATO.·-Xo yegEtable has bceccrne so fg'~hiOl:abk as the tomato 
amI we an: tdd it :s C'Ee of tbe mcst h;,::.hhhll that can he used. To 
be able to grow i J

", "\vell lher~fm'{), ~''? ~l, clc .. ,:rl2 of every gardener. 
The plant grows wild in Jamaica necds in its wild state little or 
no care. There is no crop th~t tk~t so much repays careful 
cultivation as the Tomato. The sC'e(~::: should be S(i"wn in boxes and 
transplant<:d ~Nhen about four inch€~ l:.:gh. ~()mt' l'h:~nlers say that 
they ~hou]d be 11 ansplanted twice as they E~\"f' heUu results, and I 
have rrovrd ihis to be ('orrect, but there is not alv"ays time for this. 
They should be set out 18 ilOehes apart in very rich trenches manured 
with ehb'" I'"','·"ro ""'h ,,;t3 0: litter in it. Place a stick six feet high 
to e~ch ,'21'·, ric. rhe p1:111: ',c :):c stick and continue to tie about 
every foot up, remove all brancbes alCd offshoots the plant puts out. 
You will scan fnd th~,t flt ~lt( i1~E' leaf but one flowers will 
come and br-ar 1art"e of from 6 to 9. 

The best varj_etir~ are PJnderosa, Stone. 
Such plants as caJlalou sh'JU,d be in ewry garden, 

as they provide an everlasting source :)oup and greens, 
POTATOES.-This most universally used of all tubers can be 

grown in this country equal in size to any part of the world and equal 
any in flavour. 
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The soil mus:, be well manured and thoroughly ploughed then 
trenched 18 mehe, ,,-part and a good dressing of manure dug into the 
bott?m of the trenches. Cut your sets. If the tubers are large. 
cut mto 4 or 2 3:cc3rding lO size; if 8.1113,11 plant whole. Plant in the 
trenche~ 9 to 12 In('hes apart turning dl)\Vn the cut 'side, eover lightly. 
When tl'le plants are G inehcs high mould in some of the bank and 
see tha~ the grou.:1d is about level. the banks having been broken 
down. ,nto the trenche,. After 4 weeks more mould again until 
the whole of the bank is drawn in against the plant forming the bank 
where the trench Was formerlv, 

The crop takes only l~ weeks and should be given every desirable 
condition so as to lose no time in the process of growing and hearing. 
The be,t crops are those planted in Xovember, January, February, 
March. 

Thc' Eueces::;f vI gardenf'r must be diligent in his work. and in fact 
n;.u~t bf' fUll of the love of the \vork. He must be diligent to assist 
nature in her endcamur to benefit him, He must promote the growth 
or crops by eyery means at his disposal by the use of the hoe, the 
keeping down of weeds which rob his plants, by the use of the watering 
pan in c:ry WEather and by encouraging a love of nature in himself. 

It is of course impos~ihle to say all one would like on so interesting 
a sub jed in one lecture, wi.thout tiring even a willing audience. If 
anyone here has gained any knowledge, or had their interest kindled 
to the extent of starting a vegetable garden, I have had ample reward 
for coming here to-day. 

.- ----:o:·-----~ 
KILLING OF YOU,~G FEMALE STOCK. 

We should like our Branch Societies to discuss this matter. 
Owing to the high price and scarcity of imported salt fish. with our 
home meats running much at the same old price 4 Y2d. to 6d. a lb., 
there has been a very much larger demand for beef, mutton 
and pork, naturally, to the extent of four or five times as much in 
country districts as in 1915. The greatest increase has arisen, in the 
country parts because imported salt fish is dealer there owing to 
transport, and in many places is not sold at all now, because it cannot 
be sold with any profit, while on the contrary beef is 4Y2d. per lb. 
in these parts and 6d, per lb. in the town, In order to satisfy this 
demand there are more itinerant butchers than ever,more tbieving 
of goats than ever, and even young nannies and shoats are stolen or 
purcho,sed and slaughtered, to a very great degree, This is not so bad, 
however, as beifers even as young as a year old being turned into beef. 
It would be difficult to control this business if meat is wanted and 
steers and hogs and wethers became scarce; then young animals mu...,t 
be fallen back upon ro long as they last, the hope being that they will 
at least last until the war is over. But remember that things will not 
right themselves immediately the war stops. And where shall we be 
for breeding stock? Every country is short of stock and we shall not 
be able to import. If one should go on the policy "that sufficient for 
the daT" is enough and let the future look after itself, let us at any rate 
discuss the matter in all its bearings fir3t. Should there be any tem­
porary or permallent legal restriction on the killing of female' stock 
suitable for breedhlg pu"poses? People would first ask what are we to 
IIat In ,!aile of pur home meats, if we cannot get imported salt :!lab, or 
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salt beef, or pork? .Just what is being done in Great Britain, France, 
Italy and the United States, where meatle" days two or three times 
a week are now the order. What are we to eat in place of meat? 
Simply make more use of the legumes, the diffe-rent varieties of peas 
and beans and bring in the art of the cook to make dishes 01 these 
varied and palatable. 

FISH. 

But there is one source of food unlimited, which with some ljl'ain~, 
organization ['TId effort could be utilized to provide everybody in the 
country ~ith food that would make us inch'pendent during; war time 
of the fish the Newfoundland fishermen catch for us; and which would 
proyide us with sufficient animal food to save our limited supplies of 
animals and preserve our breeding stock from extinction. This food 
is the fish of the seas around our shores, ~ source of food that is not 
tapped to a hundredth part of what could be done. and quiddy~­
immediately. If there are no! enough canoes and fish pots these can 
be quickly made, and, meanwhile, organized co-operation under 
Government auspices can arrange for gangs of fishermen using the 
available cannes day and night. Small curing stations round the 
coast can be established within a month; no elaborate appal1ltus is 
necessary. A special schooner load of coarse salt could be go'o from 
Turks 'Island to drop supplies at the curing stations round the coast. 
There is no great art in curing fish. It is done by the fishermen of 
Alligator Pond, Pedro and elsewhere, and corned fish is vended in the 
interior parts regularly. There can be dry and wet curing. Such 
places as Alligator Pond and Pedro alone. such being places we know 
well could supply some tons per' we"k. The small jish could be sold 
as at present, fresh, and the larger ones corned. but even the small 
fish can be salted like herring. The Dond" a, Bull Bay are full of fish. 
The bay at Port Morant could feed St. Thomas Ye East with fish, 
and lately round the north coast there 11'N'e shoals of fish whit!> with 
any system at all could have been raked in. in immense quarltities, 
and cured, but, left to chance a few odd fishermen the!'e took little 
beyond the usual daily quantity of f!'esh fieh. We have in our seas 
an easy solution to our meat stuff problem. 

The!'e is an industry of this kind in Barbados. They have a 
regular fleet of small roughly made boats which go out distances to 
sea and carry on their famous flying fish industry. These fish are caught 
in large quantities daily. except in the stormy months, and taken 
to shore where they are salted and shipped to neighbouring islands 
and countries. Such an industry is possible here, but on a properly 
organized scale. Not a canoe here and there, but small fleets travel­
ling together and working in unison. 

An industry of this kind in that sometime drought stricke" area 
on the coast line from Alligator Pond to Black River, would be a 
boon to thos~ districts, where suffe!'ing and want are constadly in 
evidence in tr.e dry years. Many of the people sit idle da," after 
day, doing nothing, because it is too dry to plant. 

With a stir in fishing they would be on the go days on end, for these 
men naturally love the sea, and the women would be employed at 
the cleaning and preparation of the fish for market. 
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BE IN TIME. 

We in Jamaica suffer from that awful sin of procrastination­
always putting off to a better day the things that mav easily be done 
to-day-and a better day comes too late. . 

The lack of system, the neglect of organized ,,!fort is deplorable 
and acts against progressive effort. 

Why not plan out the year's work well ahead and modify the 
plans as the time moves on! In this way 6 months ahead-at least 
3 months-the planter knows the time and place for each crop and 
he looks out to provide seed and labour for the time appointed. 

Prepare your land well ahead for any crop whatso€ver but more 
especially for corn and Irish potatoes, and this year rice, in suitable 
localities, and do not on any account omit to make up your plans 
for the year allocating your capital, your lands. and your labour as 
nearly as possible. Of course, there must be modifications, but you 
are more likely to succeed in the actual execulion cf the work and in 
arriving at an early definite conclusion, if there is systematised effort. 

RICE SEED.-We have more than once advised those who 
would like to plant rice the coming year that the seed must be ordered 
by December. So far, we have received only a few orders. 

It is useless asking us to supply large orders in April to June 
of a commodity which is available in December and January, because 
we are not going to stock and store large quantities on chance. 

To prospective rice growers we say again, send us your orders 
at once, and give us at any rate a basis on which to order our seed 
supplies. 

SEED CORN.-All in the same class is your seed corn. If planting 
must be done from January to April or even May according to district 
order seed to the extent you require and state the time you should 
have it and every effort will be made to let you have it by that date. 
v\That with storms and droughts and excessive rains our corn crop 
is often delayed and the seed is sometimes not forthcoming as early 
in the season as we should like. We have often tried to keep seed 
from one season to the next but have had demands from late planters 
which draw so heavily on it as to reduce it materially. As an example, 
this fall we laid in a late crop for the early planting in January. The 
demand for seed for distribution in the suitable mountain districts, 
which had been severely hit by the storm, was so great as to use it 
all up and in addition a large quantity of good quality unselected 
corn. 

Get your corn land ready now, and let us implore you to plough it 
and that right early. If the weeds grow you will find there are not so 
many after all and that they are easily controlled. 

• 
POTATOEs.-The Irish potato crop again is one of those that 

need early provision as we have pointed out times innumerable; and 
yet at the last minute we receive letters like this: 

"Please send me a barrel of seed potatoes by to-morrow's freight 
train. I am thinking of planting a patch and the land is nearly ready." 

How can that land have been prepared!!! It seems almost hopeless 
to din, din, din the same thing all the time. 
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Read your JOURNAL, mark its hints, act on them and reI 
results, whether success or failure, and so help your fellow plam 
in their efforts at progress. 

-~:o:---

STORM LOSS IN FOOD CROPS. 

It is only now that the full loss caused by the hurricane of 2 
September can be estimated with some exactitude. The big) 
loss in foods was of course in bananas. In August there were in si 
""' it were, one bunch per head per week for every human bein! 
Jamaica until April next year when there would have been a gr 
increase from the plant bananas coming in probably about a l 
more. At least 75(ii of this up to April was gone in a single night. 

Coconuts are a valuable food crop because they represent a cook 
oil which every owner of trees could make for his house, and be in 
pendent of imported cottonseed oil; 90% of these went in East 
Portland and will not be there again in any quantity until ym 
trees damaged but recoverable, bear; 75S'~"Went in Eastern 81. Thon 
Outside of these parts there has been a great dropping off of n 
from the smallest to those nearly full-the effects of the storm. 
should estimate Jamaica's loss of coconuts for shipping and h( 
consumption as 66 2-3 % for the next year. 

The yam crop, which from Christmas would have been in in 
force has, all over, suffered a reduction of 25 % and the bearing 
been delayed. 

One of the chief crops of the Port Royal Mountains, is the fami 
"red pea." These mountain districts are the chief source of sup 
for Kingston markets. The usual crop due from the August : 
September planting is about 1,000 bushels. The extra plant 
this year was estimated at from four to five times the usual. Th 
were from 4,000 to 5,000 bushels, if not in sight, still estimatable : 
the crop in only a few sheltered hillsides and valleys escaped. ' 
Clarendon and St. Catherine crops of cowpeas were a failure; lar~ 
owing to wind and rain; many took in little more than they plan1 
The writer's black eye peas were a dead failure, beaten by tbe st( 
and rain. Anyone who stood at the break of day on Sunday, the 2 
of September and saw the rain blasts scudding and driving aI, 
the ground, or went out and felt the sting of the rain on his face, co 
well understand how the more delicate ground crops suffered, esped: 
on the exposed mountain sides. 

Even sweet potatoes rotted to an appreciable extent the ene 
September and October, the effect of the rain. 

The loss immediately after a storm is usually computed at 
more than is real, because everything looks blown and battel 
But this year that was only the case with bananas; they have 
covered quickly ~th the heat and moisture. But with coconut tt 
the loss is far greater than first computed-the effects on mat 
trees left, and half grown trees are only now seen. It is the sa 
with the pea and bean crops: hardly anyone thought there wo 
be such a loss when looking at his fields, the day after the storm. 

The writer's sweet potatoes rotted to the extent of 25%. ott 
more; the young fields of others in other districts because of the bat 
ing and the rain, did not bear but went on 'growing vines; their beal 
has been delayed three months, We should say th~ sweet poi 
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crop, at first put down as unscathed, suffered 20% loss. CocO€S 
on the other hand escaped somehow better than in previous storms. 
It Is only now we can properly compute the losses. 

Loss oj Food Crops from 23td September lasi. 
Bananas, a bunch per head per week ~onc for nine months. 
Yams, 25 per cent. for six months. . 
Peas and Beans, 75 per cent. for three months. 
Sweet Potatoes, 20 per cent. for three months. 
Cocoes, nil. 
With the loss of bananas people have to turn to corn and yams 

all the more. 
When a hurricane occurs there is a Hurry to urv:e that food crops 

be planted right away; but it must be remembered that most small 
settlers have staple crops-bananas, coffee, cocoa and corn. It takes 
a big heart to look at these after a storm and tackle the chopping, 
the clearing, the pruning, all necessary to be don" quickly. If these 
operations are neglected there will be certain loss. If they are dOlle, 
then the planting of food crops has to stand over a bit. Then again, 
the field of yams is generally the first thing: to be tackled; the sticks 
are all blown down, vines broken, hills disturbed. 

The Agricultural Instructors and ourselves know an these things 
and we try to organize some system according to the district and even 
according to every man's circumstances. 

---:0:---
CASSAVA FA~INE. 

We bave written on the making of farine from bitter cassava 
very often; it has in fact been written upon in this JOURNAL from 
the first year of the Society's operations as many of the older readers 
will remember. The Society once experimented on the growing of 
bitter cassava for the purpose of making farine, and attempted to 
popularize this useful food; it was stocked for sale in Kingston, but 
did not take the public taste. 

Native products have always been looked at askance when similar 
imported foodstuffs could be got, until now when the force of necessity 
makes everyone look anxiously to the development of all native foods 
and more especially those which can be stored and will keep for a long 
time. Farine was meant to be to some extent a substitute for wheat 
flour and corn meal. It was hoped that almost every household, 
especially in the dryer districts, would have a barrel or more of farine 
stored in order that at any time of scarcity, temporary or prolonged, 
the household could always get a plate of porridge or a pudding. 
There are periods of prolonged rain when it is difficult for a small 
settler to get to his ground, and there is very often nothing in the 
house as there are so few products which can be stored with success, 
but a barrel of farine would always be handy. There wer.e also at 
times periods when cassava was plentiful and sold at a low price. 
At these times cassava could have been used to make farine and when 
the crops of cassava were over and it became dear, the farine conld 
always be a standby. At the present time the countfy wants native 
foodstuffs that can be stored away in barrels to take the place of flour. 
This conld be readily ohtained in Cassava in the form of either cassava 
farine or cassava meal. It would be a most useful thing at this juncture 
for large quantities of bitter cassava to be planted for making tarim; 
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or cassava flour and cassava bread. The Government should set an 
example of this by planting a large area on their lands in the drier 
districts which at present lie idle. Some of the Parochial Boards 
own lands not being utilized and they also might show example. 
There are still some of the old farine pans here which we have found 
very useful in other respects than making farine. Corn, Guinea 
Corn and Cassava Farine are almost our only food products suitable 
for storing. 

-- ~·:o:~-~~ 

POTATOES. 

A correspondent writes us as follows:-
"Fancy two pounds (2 lbs.) Potatoes (Irish) planted in a bed 

in my School Garden yielded 45 >'2 lbs. This is no joke, but a pleasing 
reality." 

Mizpah, Walderston, 
23/11/17. 

(Sgd,) D. J. L. 

------:0:---

COCOES (COLOCASIA ESCULENTA), 

(Extract from Report of R. C. Somerville, Agricultural Instructor.) 

I desire to give in this report a result of experiments I have been 
making over a period of two years with the cocoe rot that is so destruc­
tive in some parts of the Island to this useful crop. DarJiston planters 
had given up the planting of the "Commander" varieties which are 
the best. In 1915 I planted 3 plots-ell With heads found at Darliston, 
having no trace of disease; (2) with heads grown at Darliston from a 
diseased field and (3) with heads brought from Green Island where 
the disease is not known. 

All the plots grew vigorously but plot No.2 rotted out before 
the stalks were full grown. 

Plot No.1 was found to start rotting when the cocoes were ripe 
so that the loss was only in heads. 

Plot No.3 was in perfect order. 
In 1916 1 planted from the seed plot and also another plot from 

heads brought from Green Island. 
In October the plot planted from the heads grown here last year 

contained 5 rotten plants and other showed signs of going. The 
conclusion 1 haye come to is to feed all Commander heads grown 
here to pigs and only grow from heads grown in a healthy centre 
every year. The heads thus transported from one place to another 
give excellent results. 

Darliston P.O. 
---:0:-­

CHIINGES. 

Getting into a daily rut, of whatever kind, leads to stagnation 
of body, mind and spirit. Any kin~ of change,--of work, of scene, 
of habit, of thought,-lVould be of mcalculable benefit. Monotony 
brings on melancholia. Years ago, before the days of the trolley, 
when the car horaes of New York City were gradually sickening and 
dyitli oft, p,nd many veterinarians were puzzled to diaeover the cause, 
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the heads of the various car lines were called together to coruer as 
to what had hest be done. There was one wise man in that whole 
compwy. He divined that the real cause was the deadly monotony 
of the daily, undeviating route of travel. He suggested the plan 
that the different companies agree to a general interchange of horses. 
This plan was accepted and immediately acted upon; and surprising 
and s~tisfactory were the results. \Vithin a 'week tIl(> seemingly worn­
out animals took a new lease of life. They lifted their once drooping 
heads, prieked up their ears, and inte11igence again shone from their 
eyes. They covered their new routes in half the time, and gave up 
the foolish idea of dying, which had for a time obsessed them.-Mark 
Lane Express, (Bug/and). 

We have of len noticed that among horses: if they are only u:;ed 
on one journey; and that a stItf one, say to one railway station and 
back, lhey appear to lack life, and knowing their destination they 
save 1 hemselves to do it within their powers, unless they are badly 
whipred, when the lil{elii1ood is that they will be done up and have 
to walk the last few miles. But immediately you turn their heads 
another way on a strange journey, they travel better. Horses that 
have;l variety in work, keep livelier.and travel better. 

And the same prineipal applies to men and women. Is not that 
one of the reasons settle"" like to go to market on Saturdays and 
won't be denied of their trip even though they are offered sales on the 
way at even better prices? 

Therr are sufficient reasons for customs and practices which 
may at first seem strange~ven ridiculowi:, but have good foundation. 

-~--- :o:--~ 

STAPLE FOODS IN JAPAN. 

The three great staple food materials in Japan are rice, barley 
and soy beans. The most important of all is rice, though in the poorer 
country district::; it is too expensive for general use, and is replaced 
entirely or in large part by some cheaper grain, Wheat, barley and 
especially mUlet being more common. 

1 he chief animal food is fish, which is much used near the seashore 
and If)ss extensi vely in the interior. Poultry and eggs are used in 
small amoums, and beef, mutton, and pork form an inappreciable 
pari of the diet of the people in general. Such animal foods as meat 
milk, and butter are used more extensively in the ci,.ies, especially 
by the wealthier classes. than in any other region. 

In the case of rice, barley and millet, the cleaned grain, (i.e., 
with hulls or chaff removed) is generally used without grinding, though 
barley and millet. are commonly cracked. Wheat is ground, and is 
used to some eldent in the manufacture of macaroni, vermicelli, and 
cakes, but more largely in combination with soy beans in the preparation 
of shayu. Legumes are used to some extent in the natural state 
but the amount thus used is small compared with that employed in th~ 
manuiacture of n1180, shoyu, and tofu, which are of universal use in 
Japan. A lew sorts of fish are ealen raw. Fish are also cooked, 
.or made into various preparations. 
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CASTOR OIL SEEDS. 

The following article was forwarded by the French Consulate 
in Trinidad to the Colonial Secretary here, with the request that 
attention be drawn to the cultivation of castor oil seeds foe which 
there is a large demand at present, as caslor oil is the only lubricant 
used in the motors of areoplanes. 

It is, however, news to us that cattle will eat the leaves of the 
castor oil plant. They certainly do ~ot consillltme an excellent 
forage for milch cows here. 

The castor oil plant as everybody knows, grows wild or semi­
wild all OV('1' the country----in even the driest parts- and the production 
would look easy, but some ye:lfS ago when ihe (:1I1ti\T~rtion of this 
plant was started systematically as an industr:,..-, ~,he returns were 
very small. This however, was larg('lr due to the bad luck of severe 
drought at the time. While the castor oil plant can stand dry weather 
to a remarkable degree. "till it is not drought-proof, and too long 
continued dry weather naturally affects the yield. With seasons 
such as we are getting, and the price that the seeds are going at, there 
certainly seem to be prospf'cis of a good return, where a plar.ter has 
suitable land that is 110t oceupied with any other crop. If he is not 
prepared to launch into the growing of food crops on sueh land through 
fear of praedial larceny, he could try growing Casto!' Oil Beans. 

The most common yuriety of castor oil seeds here , is t.he shall 
gray, and next the large gray. These are commonly found every­
where. But better varieties to grow on a commercial scale are the 
brown, the white and the black seeds. 

The matter printed below wae. '" nj 'n from the Colonial Sec·ctary 
an,d was submitted to the mef'ting (If -; hto Board of idanagewent of 
this Society held on the IGlh Kovemlct::, wus thereafter published 
in the Newspapers .. The attention thU8 callpd ,0 the matte~' rJsulLed 
in numerous letters ~o liS a,..,ldng for seeds of I' he best ·varle::ies. \Ve 
had only small stocks of these m hand·--·just enough to send out 
packets as samples, but since then we ha\'p ;:_.~ecured larger quantities, 
and if anybody 18 intere,1.ed we can at the ftn1€ of writing supply seeds 
for planting. 

.~ --:0: ----
A PROMISI!,;G AGRICULTURAL INDUSTRY. 

An esteemed correspondent under the '" non de plume" of Ii: Castor 
O'Hill" sends us the following for publication>-

In view of the development in war matNials and the great number 
of motor-engines for aeroplanes, cars and lorries which are being 
used, night and day, on the different fronts by the Allies, the demand 
for lubricants has increased eonsiderably. As everybody knows, 
mixed with mutton fat Castor oil remains unsurpassed as a iu bricant, 
and the Germans who, DOl" more than 8,·cr, have to resort to the 
use of heavy petrols mixed with animal and even human fats know 
it to their cost and bitt (;1' exp0rien('c. 

The "Palma Christi" (Ricin'Js Communis) belongs to the Euphor­
biacae family, and is found growing nearly everywhee both in Trinidad 
and in Tobago in a semi-wild state. It is an annual plant in temperate 
climates; but in tropical countries where its growth attains up to 
fifteen feet in heill:ht, it is a vivacious and even a perennial plant. 
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Two varieties of "Palma Christi" seem to be found in Trinidad, both 
yielding a great quantity of oil; one producing greyish seeds m~rked 
with dark stripes; and another giving violet or dark blue seeds. 

In Venezuela, it is said that there exists a variety producing 
much larger seeds than any of the two mentioned above, and which 
ought to be easily procurable for planting purposes. 

The "Palma Christi" thrives best in friable, light and rich soils 
principally of an alluvium formation. The seeds are planted in small 
holes, generally at the beginning of the rainy season, and lined at about 
six feet apart. The crops begins five or six months after planting, 
when the fruit envelope is ready to burst open, and in tropical countries 
the plant continues to bear for several years. 

One may depend on a crop of 325 to 400 kilos (882 Ibs.) of seeds 
to the acre, according to the nature of the land and the variety of the 
plant. 

When freed from their tegument the seeds of "palma Christi" 
yield up to 65 per cent of oil; but if ground and press31, while Wdrm, 
without cleaning a good percentage of oil is retained by the cab, 
and the yield is only from 35 of 37 per cent. 

"Palma Christi" leaves are considered an excellent fodder for 
milch cows, and the oil-cake. which contains as much as 5 per cent. of 
nitrogen, is a first class fertilizer, although on account of its laxative 
properties it cannot be recommended as a stock feed. Besides, the 
leaves can serve to feed the silk-worm known as the" Attacus Ricini," 
the cocoon of which produces the "Eri" silk, much appreciated in 
Europe. 

Before the war, the price of "Palma Christi" seeds fluctuated 
between 60 to 70 dollars per ton; but since it must have gone m'lch 
higher. Some years ago, an attempt at "Palma Christi" cultivation 
was made at the famous "Coca!" of the "Bande-de-l'est;" hut 
as the plants beeame the feeding ,ground of a grel: nu:nb~r of c].~e:-­
pillars which were beginning to attack the coe~)llut tre~3, they w~re 
destroyed. Probably, the mischief ai]uded to co~ld have been sto;Jped 
by spraying the "Palm'l ChriS"~i" w~'£h BJrdelUX mixture. 

On the other hand, Mr. Aleja:ldro Dleharne, who has just p"oved 
the splendid results Vlhicb. mly be a~btev,-d by a P~·.l~Uc3.1 ag:-lc'll'~u;j ;;~, 
has destroyed to his great regret, to-day, on the reclaimed land" 
bordering the sea, along Wrlgh':'::Dll RJad, a qU'l1'J.tity of "Palm). 
Christi" plants which ware gr.Jw:ng wild. Neverth31e;;-;, hi:; obje~t 
is ta grc>w to~a.CC(), and kn)w:ng the exceptional fe-;cilicy WLC:l w:llch 
the dumping of refuse, etc., fom the town of Poct-of-Sp'l.in hcne1dow2:i 
these land<;, We do not he;ita~e to predict for him c::n:inu:.d a>:d wa:~· 
merited succe3S. As m:n-G pro:,:tbly the war w~ll n')~ b_; ove~~ in s!x 
months time and that the United State, of Am,:iol in~e~1 to bu'ld 
a great number of a-9ro;)lan~3 tle Britic;h We:;t. Inj\e3 pla:l~~r3 Ol~:t~ 
to take advantag~ of th~ pre32nc oppor-~unity to pla:1~ nTli ~uLivd.~e 
I'Palma Chri')ti~' a~ in the ca3? of s)rn-~ p~.l.'33.n·~ p1a!l~e.~.1. m a few 
districts of Trinida.d, wh'.) frnm waat is r~prt?::l ara qU','~9 jubil:l.~t 
:Jver the re3ults of their own initiative in th3.t lin2, alth::ngh on a 
rather sman scale. 

As alre3dy said, everythin;< re,t, with an e»v and e"t~3'rnly 
limple cultivation. A, a vivaeio~s plant, "Palm' Chrhoi" in Trini1l'1 
ind. all that is re'luirei for its PCO,;J3C'0U3 gr)',v'':t-h~lt an:! hl·md!ty. 
[t demands no cultural care and go:>d crop. are assure:! under trop,cai 
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conditions. Moreover, there is nothing to fear about praedial larceny 
of that sfecial product for which a fair price can be obtained; while 
the shippmg can be relied upon on account of its increasing demand for 
the national defence.-From the Port-oj-Spain Gazette, Tnnidad. 

---;0:--­
STOCK NOTES. 

BUTCHERS' L-CENSES.~·It hoes \\ithLut Ea~,ing that meat-tl:e £€sh of cattle. 
{Jigs, goals ar.d fhuJ,- 101ms a mest imp(.rl~ht J.art of lte feed €atfn. Ar,in:als 
are :o.ub.€(t to many diu:;afts l'.<.tr.€ of ",Ll(h are tt<.umisEible to !-.t,n:an l:;e1n108, e .. en 
it tf.e n cat is (lctte; If It is l.(.t (CChld lbc.ub,h ad lhr{_ugh as 10ast IHat is se~dlm 
E€IHd there is mk of CtnH)al1(e 01 db_cr.::e 10 thCEe panaking 01 uI.deldcI.e rr,cat. 
'1 Lerefcre only rot-altny anin:..als ure tJt for h.mun (cnu.ropticn 81:d ttele shculd 
Le d::((k m.d fUfCni}kll O.Er jhc~e '\d:o kiJl m.d fell meat. Anirrals ale mer£> or 
less keenly sub:eLt to pain. '1 }.e:y shcu:d tI-.€lefu€ te kited as hLmar.e]y as J..c~sible. 
InsteCld thf'Y are often subjected to the IT.Cst f.u.difh tcrtUI€S thr(_l;~h lallcusnefs, 
igncrance, and sometimes absolute Lrutality. Yet any Tun, Ditk, or Hany can 
buy and kill animals any time a:r;d anyv.! ere (except \\ithin the lin-jts of tov.ns 
when.~ regular slaug}t€r houses are the !av.iut places), and hawk the meat frem door 
to door, or ofter it in the putiic rr:arkct place to the detriment of the re!i,ular and 
profeseional butcher, \\ho kills at rn appdnted place frem day to day, or v.eek to 
week, is knoVvn, and has seme stak€ in hIS busine~~ 

The killing of fIT-all sto( k, .mch as goals IH.d pigs. is carried on to a large extent 
and is useful in counuy parts as surpl~ing meat during the week 'When beef is not 
available. A great deal of steatng o. ~oats in order to Eatisfy this trade takes place, 
and very little check of this the!!.. can be dene where there are no regulalions of the 
trade. It is easy to steal, kill and di~pose of the meat and the skins. This Society 
from its inception in 1897 has constantly ~ dvoca.t£d that a.U butchers should be 
registered-licensed-not by a heavy fee, but s',mply encugh to pay for registration 
and some supervision. Perhaps 20/- a year for all stock and 6/- a year for small 
stock butchers, would theet the circumstances. And like a produce dealer, every 
man proposing to kill animals and sell the meat in a public place should have a re­
commendation frem a J.P. or the Police of his fitness for his proposed job. 

At present the business of supplying this important article of diet--meat, whether 
beef or mutton (r pork, is in a chaotic state and needs regulation and this can be 
d .... ne by the registration and licensing of all persons who wish to carryon the trade 
cd a blltcher~ 

--:0:-­
POULTRY NoTES. 

FEEDING.-The problem of feeding fowls with profit is again before Us, but 
it is not so bad as last year. At the time of writing (end of November) corn is 6/­
per bushel in the country, and 7/- to 8/- a hushel in Kingston, according as one 
eets direct from the grov.er or from the stores. Last year corn was 8/- to 10/~ a 
bUEhel, and very scarce at that. There is no scarcity this year, but as there is much 
demand and so many stccks of torD are ftend for the making of cornmeal 
this keeps the price up. With corn at 4/~ a bushel or l%d. per quart, and using 
Berne wal te s~raps, fowls f(1r the homehold can be raiE£d with profit at the cost of 
ebeut Id. io IHd. per bead per v,eek; but with corn at 8/-th~ cost is 3d. per head 
per wEek. Hfns do not )2Y v. ell on ccrn <'I'one. EvE'll if the other focd is net so nutr. .. 
tious as {'ern, variety offocd or vaiety in tce form of tre same foed fed, makes the 
fowls thrive better. Even if we repeat ourselves. we will say that feeding the corn 
··cffal", i.e., "'rat is left over after making ccrmreal \\i:} prove economical in these 
times. There is a fully equiPTE>d cornmeal factory at Brown's Town which turns 
cut corrmercial cornmerl, i e., the same !lS imported ('crmT'E'ai. and tl1e bye~prc6 
ducts l\~o. 1. and No. II. are ecommi~rI ard etfder,t foeds for fowls. clIves, dairy 
cc-\\s ard pirs. KQ. 1. is eY('n goed fer hrran 1:dn~~ at a pinch, and way be fed to 
po.s, fowls 8J'ld calYes raised by hand. No II. is SUitfl ble for dairy ('ows. pigs and 
hor,;:es1N'k, No. 1. is d CCl::r::e geed !cr tbef'e too, We pave no olher in"e:-f'st in 
the-fe other (IT fny fo('(s ~baJI to try and guide the very large number who have­
not the (Trclt'll ijy to crquire into such rr.attns 3S we have, and we always first 
n:ake a tfst of ~V1ryt}1jl'lg \' (' rr.2Y ""THe arout. 

In combinaticn v.lith tre,e foods we also recommend for economy in these times. 
thE> use of rice bran from tre native grown ricE> of Westmoreland. It is not so vond 
8'3 imported wheat hran by a lonp; way, but looking to the comparative Prices and the 
necossity to save shipping tonnage, everyone who is patriotic should try to use 
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~ch n!ltive f?ods whe:n they a~ ava_i)able, and they are available. We wiU ('beer-' 
ullf give all mformation on thIS subject of feeding, and help to make such foods ! 
lvallable. The corn products are sold wholesale at about 1 %d. per lb. and the rice 
l1'an under Id. per lb. . . 

We have often before "tritten about cbanges in feeding, and 1:ow this can be 
lone. Every poultry feeder should try to stock some rice bran and corn offal. "Offal'~ 
loes not sound a nice word but it is descriptive enough. It is nut aU corn trash but 
!ontains mosi of the germ which is fatty and from which cornmeal is made (we sp('ak 
)C the St. Ann Products Co., No.1) and a good deal of the outer layer containing 
t goodly proportion of protein. A mixture" of rice bran and tr.is- corn offal---say 
me to two-with any boiled peelings from the kitchen, makes a good morning feed. 
:::racked corn i8 the food {or the evening. "'hne ,om u.tonoc must ~ kd, vary the 
C!hanges with boiled corn or at least soakl.c.l. corn, i.e., corn on which boi1in~ water 
ha~ !:>een poured and which is allowed to cool. Then parch the corn occasior.ally; 
~hlS IS a healthful food as a change. 

. We have taken our own advice and made early hatrhes; the first 11 chickens 
rom 13 eggs on November 23rd. The second "ill be out on 8th Dec€mber, and 

:I. third on 15th December. 
These eggs arc from two hens that positively refused to moult and are still 

aying in November. They are mated to a cock in his second y('ar, v .. hiC'h was kf'pt 
;eparated from hens during the moult, so that he is fresh ar.d vigorc.us. We consider 
;hat these eggs are worth their wdght in silver at least, as the hens are not pampered 
)r forced or highly fed, but are two that scratch and scrape irem early rooming to 
.ate evening. They have laid a full year. 

We only mention this to show that we I'Irt on the advice given others to make 
mrly hatches this season. By the time thelhi:::kens are eating an appreciable quan­
;ity of corn, the new crop will be in. . . .. 

Eggs and fowls are very dear, as was easy to foretell, dearer than usual at this 
lear time of the year. Our preserved eggs have come in handy this month, as we 
"ere saving other eggs for setting. Eggs put up in water glass and lime water in 
rune and July are now perfectly good, even for boiling. 

--:0:--

WAR GIFTS. 

The shipping arrangements are so uncertain in these days that it is practically 
mpos3ible to or6anize a consig-nment of fruit for shipment to Military and Naval 
{ospitals in the United Kingdom, etc., as we have done since the outbreak of the 
var. We had a fairly larg~ ('on~ignment ready for shipme'lt on the 17th Nov., near 
vhich date we expected that the R.M.S.P. "Quillota" would sail. She was, however, 
!lore than a week late and the fruit could not be kept. Just at this time, fortunately, 
he Hospital Ship "Guildford Castle," which brought back some of our invalided 
J.W.I.R. men, on her way to South Africa with wounded South African troops, 
arne in. and to her we gladly gave what fruit we had rC'ldy for shipment. 

Fruit which came in later we sent up to the Hospital at Camp for the invalided 
:>ldiers there. 

La'!t w~ek we were only able t') m'lke our 5'3rd shiryme lt when we sent the very 
mall quantity of 7 boxes of grapefruit to the United Kin~dom. aU that was in hand 
it for shipment abroad. Thi~ fruit w~s the gift of Mr. F.. E. C. Hosack of Annotto 
~ay, se.:.1t for any Hospi!al, but as Mr. Fran1dip. and.Mf3. V. E. Mrmtnn, both. of 
Cingston, had made spe~at arrangem~nts for fru\t (whIch C3.me amon~ the lot whIch 
here was no chance of shippine:.) to be sent to two special in<;;titutions, we rpque"lted 
dr. Aspinall (who, as is well known, undertakes the dlo:tribution of our War Gifts 
n the other side) to send these boxes of fruit to the frllowing:-

4 boxes to Queen Marv's Royal Naval Hospital, S:outh-end-on-Sea. 
3 boxes to 1st Aid Nursin~ Yeomanry, B.E.F. France 
The following are the lists of gifts received during the last month. and dispo~ed 

r as stated:-
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To H.M. Hospital Ship "Guildford CastIe."-
Donor & Address. Gift. 

E. E. C. Hosack, Annotto Bay 
L. J. Spyer, Bog Walk 
MiJs G. M. Glanville. Mile Gully 
Mrs. H. B. Wolcott, Richmond 
W. Lofthouse, Balaclava 
David Mills, MOhtego Bay 
Mr. Franklin, Kingston 
Mrs. H. E. Crum Ewing, Mandeville 
Miss F. Sharpe, Retreat 

Total 

Miss L. King, Newport 
Mrs. J. S. Thompson, Falmouth 
Mrs. M. E. Clemetson, Port Maria 
Mis:! E. L. Gifford, Race Course 
St. Thomas-ye-Vale Red Croos Gulld, 

per Mrs. McPhail, Bog Walk 

Oranges. 

6 boxes 
10 W..les 
37 boxes 
4 boxes 

12 boxes 

69 boxes 

Grapefruit. 

8 boxes 
40 boxes 
15 boxes 

1 bo.;t 

6 boxes 

2 small boxes 

72 boxes 

1 package magazines, etc. 
2 boxes do 
1 box do 
1 box do 
1 Case Hospital Comforts 

GIFTS SENT TO THE HOSPITAL AT CAMP. 

Robt. Craig, Chapel ton 
Mrs. V. E. Manton, Kingsto~ 
Mrs. Moxsy, Chapelton 

Mrs. Hudson, Guanaboa Vale 

Miss Swaby I Oebo RiDs 

Total 

48 boxes Oranges 
6 boxes Oranges 
6 boxes Oranges 
5 boxes Grapefruit 
1 box Lemons 
4 boxes Grapefruit 
1 barrel Grapefruit 

70 boxes and 1 barrel 

G U'TS DIVIDED BETWEEN FORT CLARENCE AND ROCKY POINT BATTERY. 

Mrs. Hudson, Guanaboa Vale 10 boxes Grapefruit 
Captain Rerrie and W. H. Rigg, Flint 

River 11 Y:i boxes Oranges 
3: f bo}t€s Orangfs 

Ernest Verley, Kingston 20 barrels Citrus Fruit 

The i~llowing which have not been previously acknowledged in print, hay 
also been received and given as undernoted:~ 

Donor & Address. 

E. E. C. Hosack, Annotto Bay 

A. C. Westmoreland, 
Annatto Bay 

E. E. C. Hosack, Annotto Bay 
A. E. Wigan for Hartlands 

Coy., Hartlands 
Mrs. Rerrie, St. Ann's Bay 

Shipped independentZy­
'RQbt. Craig, ChapeJton 

Gift. 

S boxes Grapefruit 

6 barrels Grapefruit 

{ 

9 boxes Grapefruit 
3 boxes Grapefruit 

2 boxes Grapefruit 

50 boxes Oranges 

Destination. 

Fre-urh Cruiser "Admin 
Auhe" feut 22/10/17 

3 to Ro('k Foint Hattery, 
and 3 to Fort Clarence, 

sent 22/10/17. 

1 
7 to Fort Clarence. 

7 to Rocky Point Ba1 
tery. sent 7/11/17. 

Military and Naval Ho 
pitals in the United Kinl 
dom, on 6/11/l7. 
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52ND SHIPMENr OF WAR GIFTS, 25TH NOVE.\{BER, 1917, PER R.M.S.P. "QUILLOTA." 

Donor. Gift. 

St. Ann's Ladies Committee, 4 cases Cigarettes 
per Mrs. Allwood, St. Ann's 

Bay 
Jamaica Railway Smoke Fund, 1 case Cigarettes 

per S. A. Martin, Jamaica 
Railway, Kingston 

do 

Destination. 

St. Ann's men of the 
B.W.l.R. 

Railway Members. 
B.'V.l.R., France. 

Railway Members. 
B.W.l.R., Egypt. 

Officers 1st. W.l.R., per 
Captain Vince. (W,LR. 
Comforts Fund) Camp, 
Kingston 

8 cases Cigarettes, equal 2nd W.I.R, B.E.F., East 
60,000 Africa 

V. E. Manton, Kingston 1 case Cigars Queen Mary's Nava1 Hos-

do 
phaJ, Southend-on-Sea. 

1 case Gt:a?a Jelly (24 Ibs.) d) • 

Jamaica Friend's Army of 4 cases Guava Jelly (24 The Friend's Ambulanee 
Production and Economy, tins, equal 240 lbs.) Unit, 8 Weymouth St .• 
per Miss White, Port An- W.J. 
Antonio 

St. Ann's Ladies Committee, 100 Hospital Bags 
per Mra. Allwood, St. Ann's 

Bay 
The Women of St. Elizabeth, 100 Hospital Bags 

pt:>l" Mrs. Griffiths, Mande-
ville 

Lady Smith Dorrien, 21 
l Eaton Place London, S.W. 

do 

Wesleyan Methodist Needle- 1 case containing 223 Gar- Q.M.N.G. 
work Guild of Patriotic ments, etc. 
Helpers, per Mrs. M. C. 
'Waiiace, Say-la-Mar 

St. Faitn's Guild, per Mrs. 
Smyth, Sav-Ia-Mar 

Mrs. Briscoe, Montpelier 

Ladi.es of St. Elizabeth, per 
Mrs. Farquharson, Black 
River 

1 case containing 116 Gar­
ments, etc. 

1 case containing 236 Gar­
ments, etc. 

1 case containing 1,330 
bandages, slings, etc. 

do 

do 

Red Cross Society, 44 Pall 
Mall, London. 

Girls of Wolmers' School. 1 case containing 104 Gar- Clothinsr: of Destitute Bel-
per Miss K. J. Howson, ments, ginn Civilians' Fund. 
Kingston 

Ladies' Working Association, 1 case containing 305 Gar­
per Mrs. Branch, Kingston ments, etc: . 

do 1 case contammg 87 Gar-

do 

do 

do 

do 

Mandeville L'1dies' Assacia­
t.i'1n, per Mrs. Wynne, 
Mandeville 

Mi~" Gunter, North St., 
Kin~ston 

Mrs. F. Saunders, 3 North 
St., Kingston 

ments, etc. 
1 case containing 512 Pil- Red Cross Society, 44 Pall 

lows, Bandage8, etc. Mall, London. 
I case containing 88 Ban- do 

dages, etc. 
I case containing 2,250 Q.M.N.G. 

Bandages, Hospital Bag~, 
etc. 

1 case containing 4 pack­
ages sundry gifts 

1 box playing cards 

4 members 'Black Watch, 
on service in France. 

194th Co. A.S.C.. 24th 
Div., Train B.E.F., 
France. 

Hon. H. Cork, Port Antonio 1 bundle Walking Sticks 
(about 50) 

British Red Cro .. Society. 

J. E. Owen, Kingston 1 box Cotton (10 lb •. ) Blue Cross Society. 
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COMMENTS. 

HALF YEARLY GENERAL MEETING.-Members and Branch 
members are asked to note that the next Half Yearly General Meeting 
"ill be held in Kingston as usual on Thursday, the 17th January, 
1918. Any business for this meeting should be sent to us early in 
order that a proper agenda may be prepared and issued in good time. 
Notices have already been sent to Branch Societies .. 

---:0:---
SEED RICE.-Please note that if seed rice is wanted it must be 

ordered at once. It is not obtainable at planting time (April to June), 
and those who propose to try a plot should order the seed now. It 
will be ready in December, and we must have some idea of the require­
ments soon or we cannot order satisfactorily. 

It requires about twenty quarts of seed to sow a nursery that 
will plant out four acres, and the same if planting dry land rice direct 
in the field. The East Indians often sow ~O quarts of seed for every 
acre. ' 

---:0:---
SEED POTATOES.-The 400 harrels of imported seed potatoes 

we sent out during November were very fresh and were not sprouted 
when sent out. We wrote in the October Journal (page 407) of various 
ways they could be forced to sprout. We were able to get most of 
ours sprouted hy the third week of November, and the remainder 
had strong sheet sprouts by the first week of December. The quickest 
potatoes j 0 sprout were th ose that were sunned three or four days 
and then put back in the barrels. There was, however, some waste 
through rot in this way, but not very mueh. Those spread out in 
a room and covered with trash did not sprout quite so quickly. The 
second consignment which has just arrived at the time of writing 
is 4/- a barrel dearer than the last lot, and we expect the lot to arrive 
in January will be still further increased in price. 

---:0:---
PLANTING COCONUTS.-Mr. Cradwick when visiting Portland 

ruter the hurricane, wrote us that at Darlingford, the property of 
Mr. H. Buckley, he noticed coconut trees that had not been blown 
over by the force of the wind, while others had been blown over, both 
'Plots being grovm under the same conditions except that-as Mr. 
Buckley explained-those standing, had originally been planted 
in deep holes so that the roots were not above ground at all. It was 
noticeable that a large proportion of the coconut trees had broken 
off at the base, just at the ground level. This practice should prove 
suitable where the soil is porous and water would not lie in the holes, 
but it would not likely work on stiff soils except on slopes where a 
small trench could be dug to draw the water away. On the flat the 
water would be sure to collect and remain in the holes. 

---:0:---
ANTHRAX.-This disease recurs sporadically in Jamaica. It 

fortunately has not become an epidemic. 
The greatest precaution has to be taken that any cases of cattle 

or mules dying suddenly through no very obvious or clear cause, 
should be immediately reported to the nearest Police Station or the 
Director of Agriculture with a description of symptoms. Postage 
te the Director of Agriculture is free. 
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. The carcasses of all animals should he burned or buried deep. 
It IS careless, dangerous, and should be made criminal to leave any 
carcasses of animals to he eaten hy John Crows a.nd dogs. 

The disease Black Leg is much more comomon than anthrax 
and is sometimes confused with it. The same precaution should 
be taken in both CasES. 

---:0:---
BEEF-KILLING BREEDlKG STocJ(,-The high price for beef ia 

depleting the hreeding stock of the world. Jamaica is no exception. 
In the United States this is more serious than anywhere else becama 
the great packing houses which put up corned beef in barrels and in 
tins cannot refuse to take these beasts and are glad to get supplies. 
It would seem insane for stock breeders to send cows heavy in calf to 
the slaughter house, but from the great cattle ranges in the Far West 
of the United States, it is stated that at least 35 per cent of the cattle 
sent in lately were in calf and some only wanting a few weeks-or 
less-of calving and there is no Law or regulation to stop this. 

The stock breeders do not care what happens in the future; they 
are bent on making plenty while the high prices last. 

Dairy cows not up to a high standard, are being sent to the butcher 
also because first of the high price received, the difficulty of getting 
labour and the high price of foodstuffs. 

-~:o:---

KEEPING CORN.--There was no Naphthalene to be had from 
September to December, and Bi-Sulphide of Carbon could not be 
sent out because of a scarcity of drums (it must be put up in air-tight 
steel drums )-~-besides this chemical is only for those with very large 
quantities of corn. How tberefore could corn be kept free from 
weevils? By sunning it every week. This is not simple where large 
quantities are held, but it is cheaper than losing the corn. We have 
sunned 50 bushels of corn already attacked by weevils and let a flock 
of fowls and chickens go among it. Weevils thrive in dark; the light 
and sunshine and breeze made the weevils come out, the fowls and 
chickens simply gorged themselves with them and never ate a grain 
of com. The secret of this is to call up the fowls and let them fill 
their crops full of attractive food first; if they have a crop full of soft 
food they will not look at corn but will go for the weevils. 

Corn if kept close and air-tight all the time may become heated 
and fusty. Air the corn bins and turn over the corn between the 
sunnings. 

Seed corn should be kept on the cob and these should be hung up 
in a cool airy place and examined occasionallv for weevils. If attacked 
hang up the cobs in the sun and breeze for a day. • 

(Since writing the above we have secured a small lot of Napthalene 
and we are SEnding this out to those who were anxious to get a supply. 
SECRETARY.) 

---:0:---
HONEY.-Honey will be high in price again not only because 

it is a form of sweetening (and sugar is dear) but because it cannot 
be shipped from the ends of the eartb to the ,great world cen~res, and 
the American crop is estimated only at 60% of normal, while there 
will be practically none in Europe. 

---:0:---
GUI"'EA CORN.-At the time of writing (beginning of December) 
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the native Guinea Corn is all heading and seed should he available 
from ihe middle of January. A good many have written us asking 
for ""ect now to plant. but this is not a good time. An early planting 
could be made between March and April and it could be cut down 
for fodder in June when it would grow up vigorously again and bear 
seed in January. 

--~:o:--~ 

CeRN CRops.-The AUl!USt and September plantings in the 
Jowl,atd, have grown splendidly. We were glad to note that in Pedro 
Plain". once a great corn producing district. but where through droughts 
there I,as not bern a rood crop since 1906. corn was planted extensively 
this season and hps borne splendidly, Com was heing taken in from 
the beginning of December. There will be supplies of new corn 
available in January 

--~:o:--~ 

BAT MANURE.-Mr. R. S. Biscoe of the Surveyor General's 
Office, addressed a letter to: h? press calling attention to tee amount 
of rat bat manure contained in the numerous caves scattered all over 
Jame;ca.. He has a list of 50 of such caves. 

This has been an old subject in this JOURNAL, but bat manure 
has been used only to a small extent so far. The very high price of 
arlificial manure now, however-~on which there is an import duty­
rna kes it almost prohibitive to be used, so that if there e,'er was a 
tiwe when we should seek out and anply all the resources of the 
CoJopv. to secure manure, it is now. Bat manure is rich in nitrogen 
and rhcFj:pates, but it cor,tains practically no potash. Cnfortunately, 
pot::Jsh is tre scarcest fertilizing product now-a-days. because nearly 
~1l the world's pre-war supplies came from the potash mines in Germany. 
The sea weed around our shores is rich in potash, and could be utilized 
by estates along the s~a coast. Manure is always scarce here, no 
cultivator can ever get enough of it, and altogether less is used than in 
a lwost any country where agricultural practices have become well­
clefined and systematic. Our soils have, indeed, been wonderful. 
Branch Societies should discuss this subject and if there are any caves 
in anv district containing bat manure, let us know. Propri"tors 
of such caves should not stand in the way of the product being utilized 
at a rpasonable price. 

The deposits of bat manure vary very much and no one could 
fav from their anoearanceihat these mav or mel' not have had a good 
('eal of neil' fertilizing value washed or I leached out, Many 01 the caves 
are in remote places tcarspOlt 'rom which mifh'; be expensive. Accord­
in? t) pre· war values, thlse "ho tried bat manures did not find them 
vive profitable returns. According to present values of food crops 
there i.:; inducement to ircrease returns even by very little w) that 
eyen the poorest class of bat ill:1nUreB are of value whib the b;;: ;"_ of-, 
them :Jre now ~,'orth getting out even from diffie-ult COrners. These" 
deposib should be utilized. 

---:0:---
POTAf<H.~ We can get along without potash in many of our soils. 

Germany thoul'ht it could starve out the United Kingdom through 
lack of potash, but farmers have got along without it. Phosphates 
have been found more vital and the United Kingdom has enough, 
"I'd Gerwany not enough. All our clay soils have plenty of potash e 

which only want cultivation to make it available. This may; be 
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done '!>y liming, deep ~Ioughing or forking and growing strong rooted 
IEgummous crops whICh wIll uhhze j he pot ash in the rough and' 
make it available for more tender crops thereafter. 

----:o:-~~ 

M OTOR TRAcToRs.~ The speedv and effective cultivation of 
fresh I~nd has been made pcssible by'the use of the most modem type 
of agricultural tractor. A type of light motor tractor is now being 
t!lrned out .in the United States in thousands a week and great quanti­
hes are bemg shIpped to France and the United Kingdom. Motor 
car works are producing these or have reduced their output of motor 
cars to make tractors. These tractors can plough, harrow and culti­
vate several acres per day with one man in ('harge. They will yet 
become common in Jamaica, as they can be used in small fields 
which the usual large and powerful tractors cannot do, 

--~:o:--~ 

RICE.~Rice forms the third most important import into the 
hland. in value; our largest imports are of wheat flour and the next salt 
:fkh. On an average over the last five years we have imported about 
£90,000 value of rice. It is a popular, palatable and efficient food. 
As most of our imports came from Indla, it is possilble that we may 
l'"P('e1ve nO more supplies. We have lands, however, that can raise 
all that we need and these lands are now lying idle. Rice growing 
i~ be(,nming an imnortant industry in Southern Westmoreland running 
i"to Honover. The acreage under rice~which was probably onlp 
ah~"t 150 acres when the war broke out~has now increased to about 
1.000 acres. It would require from 8,000 to 10,000 acres to produce 
enough tn replace our imports. Ideal land for the purpose i" available 
in ('~p block in one district, viz., the Great Morass on the borders 
of Westmoreland and Hanover, wh'c1 includes altogether about 
9n.OOO acres of land, 5,000 acres of which are the property of the 
G('vemment. All this land is suitable for rice growing without any 
elaborate and expensive preparation. such as might require to be 
incurred in some of the swamps in the Island. The land is never 
deep under water, and the water contained in it is not stagnant but 
moving, At the present high prioes of focdstuffs there is substantial 
profit in raising rice. At half the present prices, there is still profit. 
A curious objection raised against rice gl'o~ing here, is the loss of 
revenue that would ensue if the:-e W.lS n) r _c? i:np:Jrted on whL:h is 
imT'osed a ~ duty of its value. We do not know how this could 
applY under the present circumstances when there may be no rice 
imported at all. But surely an industry which would give profitable 
emplovment to many thousands and would save cash going out of the 
Island to the extent of £90,000 a year sho\\'d be of more value to the 
J"l"'nn than a sixth of this amount, impcsed as a tax\ .surely 
£~O 000 circulated in the Island, most of which would go to purrhose 
Tlrobably some other imported goods in the way of better clothing, 
luxuries in food, horses and buggIes or travellmg on the raIlway or 
by motor car~and it is to be hoped some lodged in the Bank ~is of 
more value to the Island than a 16 2·3% dut~·. . 

We have made this number of the JOt:l:~AL largely a rice numher: 
in order to direct mere attention to the v.tal necessity of producing 
more of this valuable food on the available lands now lying waste. 
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AGRICULTURAL SHOWS TO BE HELD.-
Nain (St. Elizabeth) 1st January, 1918. 
New Roads (Westmoreland) 1st January, 1918. 
Lambs River (Westmoreland) 1st April, 1918. 
Clarendon Food Show at Chapelton, 4th April, 1918. 

---:0:---
DIARn;;s. - Everyone should get into the diary keeping babit. 

Most of the largest planters keep proper re~ords but very few 
Small Settlers do so. The diary can not only serve the purpose of 
a record of the events in the holding but can also serve as a rough 
cash book. It is best to get a diary wi th not more than two days 
to the page. 

The following are some of the items that should be enlered:-

WEATHER:-Whether it has rained, and if so how much rain. 
Where no rain gauge is handy. remarks might be entered as, heavy 
rain for two hours, or slight showers etc. 

Records of planting of all crops should he entered. with the 
amount of seed used. 

The crops reaped anr] the quantity reaped should also be noted. 
Where a regular set of baoh is not kept all amounts paid Ollt 

and received can be also entered in the diary. 
--0---

BRANCH NOTES. 

THORNTON (St. Thomaf.i-A special meeLing of this Branch was held in the 
Schoolroom on Thursday, 1st November. Prizes were bh'en to those who had won 
them in the recent ground ('ompetition; and sE-eds for planting were distributed by 
Mr. Cradwick. JAS. BROWN, Secretary. 

SOMERTON (St. James.)~The regular monthly meeting of this Branch was held 
on 5th November, 1917. The President. Mr. Rennie, the Agricultural 
Instructor. and 15 members. The minutes of the last meeting were 
read and confirmed. The Penny Bank was started on the 8th ultimo. Mr. J. A. 
Clarke was elected as Secretary and general manager in place of Mr. W. Robotham, 
who has left the district. Messrs. Kenneth Hewan and Thomas Hemming werE 
elected as auditors of the Penny Bank. Mr. David Hewan suggested that the boob 
be audited every quarter instead of half yearly. This was unanimously agreed to. 
The Petition re the awful state of the Scmerton roads was dealt with. Mr. Rennie 
spoke on the necessity for planting food crops largely. especially corn and sweet 
potatoes. After other encouraging remarKs, Mr. Rennie asked to be excused from 
the meeting as he had to atter.d another mceLnig at Good Will. After the singinJ! 
of the National Anthem, the meeting came to a close. 

C. T. GOHAGEN, Secretary. 

MALDON (St. James.)-This Branch held its monthly meeting on the 9th Nov· 
ember. The Rev. R. J. Chambers (President) Presided. The following agenda Waz! 
gone through:-(l) Correspondence was read and dealt with. (2) Cabbage seeru 
obtained from the Parent Society were distributed among those who desired them 
(3) The question of the Corn Growing Competition was gone into. Eight memben 
have entered the competition. A committee will be formed next meeting to judgt 
the results. (4) 'Grindstone. No news of grindstone is heard beyond the fael 
that the amount was lodged with the purchaser. (5) An article in the OctobeJ 
Journal re economy was read by Mr. D. I. Mapch, and provided a healthy and i~ 
teresting discussion. (6) Authorized Persons. The name of W. L. Wright u 
eaneelled from the list of Authorized Persons. An appointment to fill the vacanCl 
will be made at next meeting. Mr. B. Jackson is nominated to assist in the Brown'l 
Town Di!'>tricts; those present gave no report. After the roll call the meeting e\ose< 
with the National Anthem. J. T. MORRISON, Rept. Secretary. 

held ~~P=~rZ~d~er;fb;;eh~~~~se~tE.n:lk::Ult~~k:: .• t~:~hR~C 
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Somerville, A_¢cultural Ins~ructor: W. Holland Rigg, Se(,fl:!tary and 27 other mem­
bers. The mmutes of prev!ous m(>eting were read and confirmed. Correspondence 
was also read and dealt wlth. The Instructor explained to the mpeting that the 
reason for Mr. Char1i~'s cane buying scheme not being carried out was that he had 
npt been able to obt~m t~e ~se of the Tryall work.". The appointment of 5 Autho­
rIzed Persons for thIS dIstrIct was reported and 3 others were nominated. The 
Treas.urer pr~sente4 a statement: of cash in hand toward:. buying a new mill and 
as thiS wai:> m~uffiClent the PresIdent proposed that this matter be left over until 
th.e next, meetmg when perhaps we would hear from Mr. Barclay re the arrival of 
mil!s, whICh were expect,ed. The President explained how the Potato Growing Ccm­
petItIOn was Y: be carrIed out, and the Instructcr promised that he would inspect 
each competItIOn plot to see that all competitors complied with the rules. The 
following gentlemen gave donation to purchasing potatoes: Messrs. Kerr and Co .• 
£1; Me8srs. Sanftleben, 10/6; Mr. Shekel 2 i_·--total £1 12/6. The Secretary 
was in:;tructed to write thanking these g~nti€~€n fa; their liberal subscription. 
The lngtr~ctor .here explained thoroughly how potatces were to be planted. After 
lengthy discusslOns re the formation of a Corn Club and also re vegetable seeds, 
the meeting was brought to a close by tte singing of the National Anthem. 

W. HOLLAND RIGG, S(>(·retary. 
HANovER.~·The fourth quarterly meetin~ of this Branch was held Novem~er 

11 members and the Instructor, R. C. Scmerville. The minutes of the last meetIng 
were read and eonfirmed. The Instructor report€d that the Dalrnally Sub-branch 

!~~r at{~~~:i~l t~.:::l ~~ Ai~~i1t~~t~Ug~(>~;:~~P~~J~~c~afr~~ ~h~ieJ~r:~i~~ A;;k~U~:!t~ 
Society was read, and various items noted. Three memhrs spoke on the prevelancy 
of praedial larceny in their districts. Three new Authorized l'er~or.s wert> n,minated. 
Mr. Webster brought up the need of a J.P. for the Cascade District, and the ~ecretary 
was in.<;trueted to see the Custos on the matter. The Secretary reperted that the 
result of the Sbow shewed a. profit of 4/4. A resolution conrratulating Mr. E. E. 
Melville on his election to membership was unanimously carried. Ttl." Instructor 
gave a very interesting lecture on Gardening. The lecturer was heartily thanked 
for his remarks. T, J. Ll,OYD, Secretary. 

GRERN ISLA:-"'U (Hanover.)-The regular monthly rnf'eting of this Branch was 
held on 20th November. Present, the Pn:sident. Vice~Prcsidents, ~ecretary, In­
structor and twenty-four memlJers. Mip.utes of last meeting were read ar:d co!'l­
firmed. The Instructor spoke at length on the prevalence of Praedial Larcney In 
the districts around. and moved that a strongly worded resolution be s:ent to the 
Parent Society to be forwarded to the Government, praying that the la"'s pasf'ed 
against praedial larceny be put in force as this vreat evil in our midst is daily on !he 
increase much to tbe discouragement of the industrious cultivator and the causmg 
of greater distress in the district, Mr. Fred White of L09wocd said that·dur!ng 
the week over 50 hills of yams were stolen from his field and Mr. Shaw of Salt Sprmg 
said he was also a great sufferer. Reports of work done by Authoriz(d Persons 
who presented. Meeting closed in the usual way. T. C. THOMPSON, Secretary. 

PORT ANTONIO, (Portland.) The regular monthly meetinyof the Port Antonio Dis­
trict Branch Agricultural Society was lJe:d on 24th November. There were present, 
the President, in the Chair, and a large attendanre of membErS. The minute~ of 
the last meeting were read and confirmed, and matters aridng therefrcm dealt wl.th. 
Mr. Ffrench, Chairman of the Loan Bank, addrepsed the meeting on 'Co-operanon 
and Loan Banks.' A statement of accounts of the Society was given by the TrPRsurer. 
Mr. J. Shelton made the suggestion that a meeting in COnnect teD with the Branch 
be held at Fellowship as men there are anxious to join. He was told to make arrnnge-­
menta and inform the Secretary. Capt. J. H. Bennett gave as his experience that 
people are willing to leave land uncultivated at their door and go a five hours' journey 
every day to some distant place. when those hours wasted on the jOluney to and 
from could be spent profitably at home on available land. The next meetinr. was 
fixed for the 29th of December. The meeting closed after the singing of the NatIonal 
Anthem. W. R. ROBOTHAM, Secretary. 

FAIRY HILL (Portland,)-The monthly meeting of this Branch was held on 
15th November. There were fourteen members present including officers. The 
minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. and matters arisin~ therefrom. 
dealt with. Correspondence was also read and discussed. The President spoke 
of the destruction of crops by the hurricanp; in his opinion the output for next year 
would be 80 per cent of this year" crop. This was due to increased planting. The 
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distribution of seeds was next dealt with. The President gave some hints on the­
cultivation of these and mentioned rats as a serious menace at this timed the year 
The Vice-President then said that grated cocoanuts mixed with salt-phisic is a very 
effective poison. Four members paid their subscriptions and the meeting adjourned. 

F. H. HARRISON, Secretary. 

PORT MORANT (St. Thomas.)-A meeting of this Branch took pla~e on 30th 
October, 1917. Present: E. Croskill, President, in the Chair; R. Geo. Ramsay. 
1st Vire-President; W. M. Robertson, Treasurer; R. R. SQares, Secretary; 10 other 
members and Messrf':. Wm. Cradwick and Leo Wates, Instructors. The President 
hsving called the mf€ting to order, the Secretary read several matters in connection 
with the formation of the Branch. and minutes of various minor meetings. Mr. 
Wates then delivered a stirring address and impressed on all present the importance 
of co-operation and attendance at meffngs. Mr. Cradwkk followed with a rousing 
speech in which he proven the value of the Agricultural Societies in Jamaica-the 
friend of the people. and urged every cultivator to join a Branch to their interest. 
He advocated the formation of a Lean Bank in connection with this Branch, but 
reminded those present that borrowers must be prEpared to pay back the loan 
which is to be w'Ied only for agricultural purpo~E's. Five new members were enrolled. 
Meeting then closed. Next meeting on the 19th N<{lvember, 1917, at 4 p.m. 

ROD. R. SOARES, Secretary. 

SOMERSET {St. Thomas.)-The regular monthly meeting of this Branch was 
held on the 13th November, 1917. Mr. M. S. Ross presided in the absence of the 
President and Vjce-President. Thirty-two members and the Secretary were present. 
Minutes of previous meeting were read and confirmed, and matters arising therefrom 
dealt with. Correspondence from the Parent Society and Mr. Hanson. were read 
and discussed. Hurricane seeds were distributed. All re('ipients subscribed for the 
cartage. Members expressed their gratitude for same, and instructed the Secretary 
to write. and thank the staff of the Agricultural Society for the allocation. Many 
other mmor matters were dealt with, and the meeting tpnninated. 

J AS. A. TELFER, Secretary. 

ARCADIA (St. Thomas.)-At a regular meeting held on November 19, there 
were present-: Messrs. Joseph Haynes, V.P" in the Chair; James Grant, 3rd V.P.; 
Melmoth Grey, Trf!asurer; 8 members, Mrs. M. A. Grey, Assistant Secretary, 
Saml. A. Vassall, Secretary, and a visitor, who afterwards wa,; elected a member 
as well as two others. The hurricane relief seeds were distributed by the Secretary. 
the Assistant Secretary and the Treasurer, on Wednesday, November 14, 1917, 
as the roads were in too bad a state for Messrs. Wates and Cradwick to come and 
do so. There was much appreciation expressed by members and others for the 
gift and a vote of thanks was moved to Messrs. Wates and Cradwick for the zea 
in p.ut.ing the matter through, and also to the Parent Society for the gift. After 
deahng with sundry minor matters, the singing of the National Anthem brought 
the meeting to a close, SAUL. A. VASSALL, Secretary. 

BROW.r-;'S TOWN (St. Ann.)-At the meeting of this Branch held on October 5th, 
a hearty welcome was accorded to Mr. Cradwick, \\'ho takes the place of Mr. Arnett. 
The minutes of the last meetjl1f{ were read and ('onfirmed. Arising- out of the minutes 
there was a diS('U,>sions tt:e hnd que~tion. Sf-veral :meakers alluded to the impossi­
bility of getting land either to rent or to buy. ::Lnd Slid that this largely accounted for 
the exodu,> of young men from this district. Everyone was of opinion that land to buy 
and not for rent i~ what is needed. On the suggestion of the iectmer, it was decided 
to form a cnmmittep to deal with the matter, and two resolutions on this subject 
Were passed. At the ('lose of the meeting, 17 new memhers were elected. 

REV. A. GROVES WOOD, Secretary 

GIBRALTAR (St. Ann.)-A meetin~ of the above-named Braneh was held 
on Novf'lmher 29. There were present the Rev. J. Thrjft, Presjdent, in the Chair, 
and nine members. The minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. Matters 
arising out of the minutes were dealt with briefly. Matters of interest were discussed. 
The agenda for next rnep+ing was: fixed:-··(a) Discussion on "Yam Competition" 
by Mr. W. McFarlane. and (b) "How can the district be uplifted from an awieu1turaI 
standpoint" by Mr. R. S. Barnett. The singing of thp National Anthpm brought 
the meeting toa close. C. S. EDWARDS, Secretary. 
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WARSOP (Trelawny.)-This Branch held its monthly meeting on November 
'lth. In the absence of the President, the V ,P. took the Chair. After the pre­
liminaries, the minutes were read and confirmed. A letter tram the SecretarY of the 
Parent Society re supply of seed potatoes was read. An article re Authorized 'Persons 
was read f,rorn the Journal by Mr. J. M~rray. Mr. S. McNeish read one dealing with 
goat stealmg. These gentlemen were gIVen a hearty vote of thanks. At this stage 
the Instr:uctor advi~d ,the members not to sell their goats indiscriminately, because 
by so domg they will, In the end, have cause to regret it. He appealed strongly to 
the members to increase their efforts in the production of food stuffs. The growing 
of sweet potatoes and corn were particularly dealt with. It was decided to convene 
a meeting during the coming month to impl'l)ve on the people the great need for 
greater efforts to meet the food situation which is daily grmving a serious one. After 
fixing the agenda for the next meeting this meeting was concluded by the singing 
of the National Anthem. U. K. WALTERS, Secretary. 

WALDENSIA (Trelawny.)-The regular monthly meeting of this Branch was 
held on the 9th inst, when eight members and the President were present. After the 
confirmation of the minutes of the last meeting- and reading of corret'pondence, the 
Chairman of the Managing Committee gave his report on the Society's new corn 
mill. The rules governing the keeping and proper working of the mill ,,"cre presented 
by the Secretary, and the meeting agreed that the members should go and try its 
grinding quality before passing it over to the keeper. The Chairman a13hd if any 
application from this Branch had been made to the General Eecretary for Irish s{'('d 
potatoes and other seeds, and was told no. He then pointed out the necessity 
for doing so. A few members gave their experience of the failure of the native seed 
potatoes, followed by a discussion en fhe Eubject. The Chairman at the close of the 
discussion advised the mEmbers to enter the competition. Instruction was given 
to the Secretary to Write out a copy of the rules for the keeping and working cf the 
mill for its keeper. The meeting then adjourned. N. A. L1VINGSTON, Secretary. 

WAKEFIELD (Trelawny.)~The regular monthly meeting of this Branch was 
held on the 30th Oc-tober. Pre~ent: Mr. M. Rennie, Instructor; the Pre12.ident, 
Secretary, all the other cfficers. 30 members ar.d a gccdly nt:mber of visitors. Min· 
utes of laRt meeting were read and conflImfd. There was a lengthy dit'(ussion re 
the starting of a new Penny Bank, and various (fficers wefe elected. The Instructor 
spoke highly of the benefits of a well-managed Penny Bank and commended the 
Society for sue h a ~ ife move. The Instructcr next HddreSEcd the meeting on the 
seriousnel3.s of the food f'ituation cam-Ed by tnf:' effects of 1 he war and urged the planting 
o.f quick crops such Us the SWEet potato. He ShOWfd hew the potato disease might 
be escaped by rejecting lo('al pJantR and l:y selectinR" fresh cuttings from districts 

, that are free frem th l'aid cr sirnil2r dif'eaff'fl. A ccnmlaint rOfe that land for cultiva~ 
don was unprocurable by mar,y v,,-illing planters. The Instructor investigatei the 
matter thoroughly, ard advised them PS to tte neCef'~ary steps to be taken uncer 
such circumstancEs. The singing of the Naticnal Anthm brought the 1nf'elirg 
to a close. ,S. E. PATTEREQ~T, Secretary 

DUNCANS (Trelawny.)-The l1"ual monthly ml?eting- of the Braneh Society 
was held on tte 28th NOYEmbcr. Mr. R. A, He~mond in the Chair. There were 
10 members besidES 2 vif-iter::; rtf'ffTt. Arildng out of the minutes, t:be matter of 
the Kettering tar.k was dif'cUHEd. TrE' O\H'NS are net now willing to bive the tank 
to be repaired for tr€' ruh1ir-'s U1'€', but furlh:r erdruycur "ill te made to &et them 
to acquiesce. Mr. Ron!ip (Instruftrr) \\rote to say Hat H:e potatc€s for the com­
petition would be :36/- ar.d P?t 20/- as at first ;"UH(1Fed. Upon this som~ monbe-Is 
withdrew ffem the ccmr;etltlOn. The Authorlz-ed PerEon~ prf'Fcnted theIr rEports. 

L. L. LCCKE, ~ecretary. 

MT. REGAI.E (St. Mary.)-TI;f' mcnthly m,etil'g of this Era};('h was held on 
NOYEmber 3rd. FcurtfEn mfml:;H~ ard tre two 3f'sistant Instrurtcrs, MesErs. 
Banks and Jcnes were pr('~(nt. Th AuH:ori7fd Per~cns ccmplai:r;_ed abcut the 
difficultiES in handling pril'('ners ll" 1hc-y are ~itr.cut hllrdn;ffs. It was decided 
that the Inspector Gen€'fai be askEd for p'rrni~Ekn to U~f' rores ('n the~e priwners. 
The AuthoriZEd PeITcrs report{d cn work dcne. Mr. Banks in addre~fil!g the houfe, 
referred to the gocd work of the Arricultural S('('iety; 1 he interest taken by the 
Governor, and the j!r€at svffernivg of tre peeple of Portland through the late storm. 
On behalf of Mr. C:radwick, he asked for help for these people in the form of yam 
heads. As a means of succe:;::sful cocoa gro,Ving he advised the formation of pruning 
dubs. Mr. Jones dealt chiefly with the method of preparation of the soil and growth 



of Irish pob:.toes, bringing out some very important points. With the singing of the 
National Anthem meeting adjourned to the second Friday in December. 

B. 'IHOS. A1KINSON, Secretary. 

WINDSOR CASTLE (St. Mary.)-This Branch met 6th November .• 
Present: Chairman, St. J. Crooks, E~q ; Mr. H. A. White, Secretary, and 21 other 
members besi~es a few visitors. Minutes of last meeting read and adopted. Mr. 
The:)philm Dixon WJ.'> elected as a new member, and nominated as an Authorized 
Person. The Authorized Persons presented their reIlorts. Letters re<·.eived from 
the I,a) Parent Society; (b) Ihstructor, were read and dealt with. It was agreed_, 
that member."! came prf'par~d to the next meeting, with a subject for discussion, 
and that a list of AuthorizE2d Persons be kept by Se('retary. Date for the next 
meeting was fixed, and members disperbed after the singing'of the National Anthem. 

B.. A. "HI'IE, Secretary. 

ENFIELD (~t. Mary.)-The regular monthly meeting of this Branch wag held 
on November 41st. There 'vere present: The Pret'idpnt, Rev. W. S. Taylor; J. H. 
GH!e pie, S('uetary; J. M. Byfi(·lrl, T. R. Be('kford Vi('e~President~·; six members 
and a visitor. There was nothing for di;;em'sion ari"ing from the minutes, which 
were read and confirmed. The President di;:wus!;ed the subject of "The present 
irregularities of the despatching and rel'cidng: of mails frem and to Enfield." The 
next subject for discussion \\'a~ the grmvth of Irish potatoes. The President and 
members agreed to procure a burrel for salf> to other m('mbers and abo agreed to 
instruct them re the proJler ('uItivation of j bis crop. Much was said re bad h)ads 
and impassable unbridged riVers, and a resolution is to be drafted dealing with the 
matter, to b~ se:1t to the proper authorities. Correspondence was read and dealt 
with, and the meeting adjOUrned. J. H. GILLESPIE, Secretary. 

JACKSON (St Mary.)-This Branch held its meeting on November 2nd. Present: 
C. D. Ramsay, President; A. E. Leo Giscombe, Secretary, and 4 members. Minutes 
cf last meeting were read and confirmed. Matters arising from the minutes were 
dealt with. Reports of Authorized Persons were presented. Vegetable seeds and 
were discussed, and it was res::>lved that sufficient cabbage seeds be ordered to make 
up 50 packets while a suffiCient quantity be got of turnip seeds for 25 packets. 
Hurricane relief were lengthily discussed Secretary was instructed to write for more 
copies of four different pamphlets sent from the Parent Society re growing of crops. 
Correspondence wa3 read and dealt with. Minar m"lttpl'"S were discussed and the 
meeting adjourned till the 30th instant, after the singing ( f the National Anthem. 

A. E. Lll:o GISCOMBE, Secretary. 

CRAIGTON (St. Andrew.)-A meeting of the Craigton Branch was held on Novem­
ber 28. There were present. the Instructor, Treasurer, Secretary and eleven members. 
In the absence of the President and Vice-President, Mr. W. H. Hanson was voted 
to the Chair. Minutes of the previoUB meeting were read and confirmed. Arising 
out of the minutes the Secretary reported that she had made the necessary application 
for affiliation with the Parent ~ociety, and t'lubmitted rer,pipt from Mr. Barclay, 
acknowledging Ilffiliation fee. The rules for the guidance of the Branch were sub­
mitted by the Cc mmittee aJ;:lDointf"n for the formation of same, and adopted. A 
lengthy discussion ensued reo the purchase of a corn mill. It was at length unani­
mously agreed that a SubScflptjon list be opened for the purchase of same, and that 
Treasurer repert at our next monthly meeting as to its progress. The Rev. S. T. A. 
Jones having formally resi~ned his pcsition as President of the Branch, Mr. J. M. 
Whitely was unaTlimously apPointed President. Mr. Whitely acceptf'd the position 
Rnd promi:"'rd to do all he could for the improv€ment of the Branch. The Instructor, 
Mr. A. P. Hamon. spcke re distribution of the seeds supplied by the Parrnt Soriety, 
and eneourared the members to plant again and to keep an account of their yield 
from the seeds distributrd so as to be able to report thereon. It was unanimously 
Rln'ef"d that the thanl{s of the Br2nch 80ciety re ccnvf":\'rd to the Governrent thrcugb 
the Parent Society for the cOI'lSigr:ment ()f seeds re(Fh:rd in ('cllf-rqeence of the recent 
hurricane. (Miss) E. D. PALMER, Secretary. 

CAMBRIDGE-'WOODFORD (St. Andrew.)- ·At <a sDecial meeting d this Br.meh 
held on the 12 the November, there were present, the Presidpnt., Rev. S. T. A. Jonf's; 
the Secretary, eip'ht other members and some visitors. The minutes of AUllust 
meeting were read and confirmed. The Secretary stated that he was advised by 
Mr. Barr'ay that a corn mill could not now be had for two Pounds. but that one 
could be got for two pounds ~n shillings; and that,with the approval of the President 
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he had fo:warded an additional ten shillings making a total of two pounds ten shillings. 
The reCeIpts were presented. Other correspondence was read and dealt with. Ar­
Arrangements were made for the distribution of hurricane relief seeds to members 
and other deserving cultivators. Two new meIllbers were elected. 

R. A. CLARE, Secretary 

ST. ANDREW (Central.)-The regular mcntbly meeting of this Branch was held 
on 21st November. ~hose pre:oent WHe: Meo;sTs. G. W. EnDeR (Prefl.ident) in the 
Chair; R. K. Smith tV.!P.); R. A. Gordon (SECretary); A: P. Hanson (Instructor 

::~.t~:~f~:er:t i~:~rf:~~t~~~: ~~:Iia!~iili~i~i~~di~~~eth~a~:r~~a~~n:l~~~bst~~rii 
corn mill for tl:e Branch, the appointment of a new Authorized ~erson in plate 
of Mr. R. Malabre, and the adjustment of tht' financcs of the Branch. A vote of 
thanks was next accordEd to the Instructor for the interest displayed by him in 
flewring scrre vfllunble ar.d exr:er.sive f'Hd:; far the mfmrers of the Branch through 
the m€dh.:.m of the Parent Society. In r,is reply he imrressed forcibly the necessity 
of early planting in Cl der to pCf:HVe tl:eir vitality in ordEr to obtain the maximum 
amount of increase. He also dwelt on the nec3'isity of extensive planting. The 
foUo\vingresolution was then unanimously carried:-Resolvcd that the thanks of the 
members of this Branch Society be conveyed by the Parent Society to the Government 
for promptly coming to the assistance with a gift of seeds, the need of which was 
kemly felt by tf.e cultivators. The meeting adjcurIlnl after the Einging of the 
National AnthEm. R. A. GORDON, Secretary. 

PROSPECT (Clarendon.)-The monthly meeting of this Branch was held in thp' 
schoolroom bereon Monday, November 12,1917. There were present, tbelnstructor, 
three visitors, the Secretary and six members. After the reading and confirmation 
of the minutes, matters arising out of them were dealt with The Instructor then 
gave a very helpful Bnd instructive lecture on Mulching and Manuring. After 
this he urged upon He Society the necessity for greater activity in the production 
of foodstuffs especially yams, potatoes, corn and peas. He also encouraged members 
to start preparing for the proposed show in April of next year. He next brought 
to the attention of members the making of cocoanut butter and the advisability of it. 
He was accorded a hearty vote of thanks. The Instructor was asked to give a iecture 
on the cultivation of vegetables bringing in Preparation of seed boxes and seedlings 
for planting. The meeting then adjourned with the sir-ring of the National Anthem. 

F. R. RICKETTS, Secretary. 

FRIENDSHIP (Westmoreland.)-The l"egular meeting of this Branch was held 
on 12th November. Present: Rev. 1. A. Dell, V.P., in the Chair; R. C. Somerville, 
EEq .• Instructor: the Secretary and 21 other members. After the reading and con­
firmation of the minutes several rnattC'rs arising from them were dealt with. Mr. 
Samuels one of the Authorized Persons. was informed that another badge wHl be 
supplied him. the one he had having got lost While making an arrest. The lru_ltructor 
informed the Society that Mr. Ritchie, Government Entomologist~ could not arrange 
for a lecture to the Society because of the inclemency of the weather. but that when­
ever it was possible the members will be dul)' notified. Then followed a discussion 
on the increase of praedial larceny and the formation of a Vigilance Committee, 
and a resolution on the best methods of dealing with it, passed. The members 
of the Sodety have decided to cultivate Irish potatoes. These will be supplied 
to order by the Vice-President. The Labour Question was also disCUS9?d The 
Instructor gave a very instructive lecture on the cultivation and curing of Irish 
potatoes. The Vice-President. in~orrn!"d the mfmber~ that. vegetable s~(ds written 
for will soon be to hand for dIstrlbutlOn. After dE'ah:1g wIth a few mmor matters 
the mneting closed with the singing of the National Anthem. 

R. H. COKE, Secretary. 

SPANISH TOWN (St. Catherinp.)-A ref'ular mcetif'g was held on tCe 7th Ncvem­
ber. Pref:'ent: The President; Vice-Pref'ident. the TrolEurer, tte fecret:ny and 
several members. CorrespC'T.dence was reud ar.d discui'"scd. After dealing ,,·ith sun­
dry matters, the meeting adourned. 

EVERARD LOPE"-. Secretary. 

PORUS (Manchester.)-·The regular mrnthTy. mepling of t?is Branch was held 
on Novemhr 5th. 1917. Present: S. A HE'f'drlkR. Efq .• PreSldent; Rev. and Hon. 
W. B. Ess('n and Mr. W. A. Morp~n, Vire-.PreFidf>nts; thp Secretary and eleven 
other members and some visitors. The minutes of the previous meeting were read 
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and confirmed, and matters arising therefrom dealt with. Correspondence was 
also read and dealt with. The Secretary was instructed to write Mr. Barclay asking 
l1im the difi'erent,varieties of potato slips that he can supply. and the weight of a 
bundle. The protection of the Authorized Person was next discussed. It was 
pointed out that the St. Vincent yam was dying out. Mr. W. A. Morgan said if the 
gro\'.ers handle their yam heads care~essly it will die out altogether. It was sug­
gested by Rev. Esson and agreed to, that at our next meeting Mr. W. A. Morgan 
give a lecture on the cultivation of the St. vincent yam; the President will also give 
a lecture on the eultivation of the Barbados yam and a demonstration. Reports 
by Authorize-d Pt'T80ns on their work were presented. The meeting then adjourned 
to the first Monday in December. C. ROWLAND, Secretary. 

Notes f!'Om the following Branches h~ye also been received:-Albion Mountains. 
Epsom (St. Mary); St. John'~, UPP'T (St. Catherine); V.~hiteh~ll. Wilmington (St, 
Thomas); Gordon Town (St. Andrew); Bangor Bidge, Belvedere (Portland). 

CO-OPE RATIO". 

We call Bttf>ntion to 8 fine instance of t.he success of p"$l.ctica1 co~ofleration 
in hUyJn~ Hnd t.l-'lIing-. s.m,."g' very pO{lr pef.I.P11:' in K remote and H:oLlled vi1la~~ In 
jsoh,ted Weslern Dllnegal Ir .. JRnd. whiCh is pllhlished in the ChrlStJl>8.8 Nu~bt'r 
of the Jilmaica l'/-mes. Everyone interested in co-opera Lion should read thia 
arLicle.-

HOUSEHOLO HINTS. 

CORN BRF.A.D:- Now that wheat flow~r '''' "0 scaree. we :must turn to Gur Gwn 
home gruwn enrn mpRI. There i!'1 a recipe for Corn Bre&d 

2 Cupfuls NHtJ\re Corn MellI 
1 ,. Flour 
1 Teaspoonful ~ugar 
1 ,. ~Hh 
1 " baking Powder 
Juice of 1 whole lillll:! or s~ville ora.nge 
23 Cupfuls Wll.ler 

Sift and mix: dry ingrEdients. Then add water Bnd last of all lime juice. 
tlHkt':; in :W to 40 nrinute~. 
Snur I1,ilk improvt's tbe loaf. 

RABBtTS.-StlOuld he Ii cheap and certainly are a nutritiou"! form of meat 
stuff. 'I h ... v should be br!-d J;1r~ejy and used t"!"t'ely. Here are a few good recipell 
dealing with the pr.::parntion for tnt> tallie. 

When pur, ha~ing a rabbit flee that th~ claws aTe smooth. sharp and puintf'd. 
snd the small nut uhder the paw well dev ... :op.,.d Should t.he clswol! be rounded 
and rOll1!h tile ears tou~h and dry, hnd the nut und ... r the paw conspiclloU"; t,y Its 
absen{·t'. the rabbit i!'l 01(1 »nd not sUltN-ble fot boiling. baking, or stewing, though 
it would d(l Vt ry well for S('UP 

A rabbit should he pauncht-'d a;; soon as pos:;ible after heine- killf'd Make a 
slit Ilndernel:l.th. ~nu carfully remove the stomach and all the inte:;til es. The 
rabbit should then be well wiptd inSIde and hung up. 

t'Ktr>:t\ING A RABB!T.-Flrflt cut off the pars, and chop off the le~ at the 
fi~t joint. Then hegin I()ogertin~ the ~kin at the sid~s of the oppning. and draw 
it away from the- fl<O'sh Il)wa,d~ the hlndle#s. "furn the skin off 'hOo! tHldy and 
towar(;s the shtluldt'Ts anrl skin the fvrelpg-s in the ssmf-'wtlY H.emo-ve t.ht> skin 
from thp head very car~fu!ly. u~inlo( the pOint of H sharp klJlfe, and take out. the 
eyes, _..NI.!:W ,wuQ,ve the kidn··y",. snd draw away all the fat toltt 8urrou·ld .. them, 
h-rel'lk the-1hin sk~ Stparales the che-st from 'hE' lower part of borly. and 

.- draw out the heart and :IJ·~. The livt'r. heart lind kidneys are the only inside 
part" that ~hould he k~pt. and the gall must always bp carefully removed f"om 
tbe \iller. Wa.o:oh the rabtlit we. in satt find wakr, and aHow to soak for an buut' 
in tepid water to wh'ch B:.Ii~t1e al hen HttOUt, dry Lbo.roiJghly 
wit!]. ~.c)~~ ~'l\'!r!' when It 18. . ..... 

I ~ , • I ~ .. \. '-' . Iii1i1!AACM. 
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