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Vou. XXI. APRIL, 1917, No. 4.

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT.

The usual monthly Meeting of the Board of Management of the
Jamaica Agricultural Society, was held at the Office of the Society,
11 North Parade, Kingston, on Thursday, 15th March, 1917, at 11.40
am. Present: Robert Craig (presiding), A. W. Douet H. Q. Levy,
E. W. Muirhead, Rev. W. T. Graham, and the Secretary, Tno. Barclay.

As the Leglslatlve Council was sitting, those members of the
Board who were also members of Council, were all absent.

Apologies for Absence~—Apologies for absence were received from
the President, Messrs James Dougall, Adam Roxburgh, A, W. Far-
quharson and A. C. L. Martin.

Confirmation of Minutes—The Minutes of the previous Meeting
having been printed and circulated, were taken as read and confirmed.

Statement of Accounts.—The usual monthly Statement of Accounts
was submitted,

Questons.—Mr. Muirhead asked as follows:—

“ Will the Secretary say if he is aware of the conditions of recent
regulations imposed by the American Government relative to the im-
portation of Citrus Fruits into America, whereby all fruit must be of a
certain standard of maturity, or test so much per cent of sa¢charine
matter before same will be permxtted to he allowed for sale, if not,
will he ascertain {rom the Government if they*are in possession of
such information and lay same before the public for their guidance.’’

The Secretary said he had no information on the subject, but
he would make enquiry of the Colonial Secretary. .

As arising out of the previous Minutes, the following matters
were considered :—

(@) Imperial Trade Conference. A—Rev Mr. Graham moved the
following resolution, notice of which he had given at the previous
meeting, which was seconded by Mr. Muirhead and passed unani-
mously

“That the Beard of Management of the Jamaica Agricuttural Society expresses

its opinion that the special circumstances affecting the interests of the West Indies
that need to be considered at the proposed Imperial Trade Conferenece, are such as

Tequire direct tion at the C , and hereby respectfully asks -our

island Government to initiate stch efforts as may secute from the Imperml Govern-

me:ft the vnlued pnvrlege oi direct repr on at the Trade
erenee, -

The Secretary was directed to forward this to t.he GOVemment,
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(b) Coconut Disease.—The following letters from the C.S.0. were
read:

(i) No. 2618-2070. 24th Feurumry, .

“] am directed by the Governor (o acknowledge the recept of your fetter,
C.8.0., No. 130, dated the 61h inst., ou the subject of Coconut Disease in Western
Portland and more especially on Spring Garden Estate, and to inform you in reply
that the Director nf Agriculture, to whom your letter was referred, reports .hat the
Government Miirobiologist was requested te visit Spring Garden and report on the
condition of the coconut trees there some time ago, but that he has been busy with
Pimento Disease. The Director udds, however, that the manager of the estate
reports very successful results from the work of the Inspector of Plant Diseases
on the property.”

.

(Sgd.) ROBT. JOHNSTONE,
Actg. Colonial Secretary .

(i) No 2617-2935 17, dated 24th February. 1917, saying that the Director
of Agriculture was requested to instruct the Microbiologist to visit and report on the
coconut disease at Nonsuch and Little Spring Garden, while he was in Portland.

(¢) Panama Disease.--A letter was read from the C.8.0., No.
2592-1391, dated 24th February, 1917, stating that in reply to a sug-
gestion in a letier from the Society, His Exeellency had decided to
ask certain gentlemen to investigate and report upon the position
of affairs in regard to Panama Disease in West Portland.

@ [Ilustrations for Journal.—-A letter from the Gleaner Co.
was read offering to take up the question of blocks for illustrating
the JOURNAL, and pointing out that their photo-engraving depart-
ment could supply blocks which would give satisfactory prints on
good paper with good quality ink. They also offered the use of all
blocks appearing in the Gleaner free of charge, and they would charge
only for those blocks that were specially made for the Society. The
Secretary presented two proofs of blocks—one produced by the Gleaner
Co. and one imported, showing that it was possible to get fairly satis-
factory prints at a reasonable rate. After discussion, it was decided
to leave the matter in the hands of the Editor, and if funds were
available, he could illustrate articles in the JOURNAL at his discretion.

(e) Special Meeting of Board of Management—Economic Con-
Jerence of the Allies and Food Supply—The Secretary read report of
the Special Meeting of the Board of Management as follows:—

The Special Meeting of the Board of Management of the Jamaiea Agricultural
Society, which was arranged for by the Meeting of the Board held on Thursday,
the 15th Febru‘a%, 1917, {0 be held to consider the Report of the Special Committee
on the Economie Confe-ence of the Allies and Food Supphes for the United Kingdom,
was duly held at the Orhce of the Society, 11 North Parade, Kingston, on Thursday,
the 1st March, 1917, at 11.40 a.m. There were present: His Excellency Sir Wm. H.
Manning, K.C.M.G., C.B. rpresiding), Hons. P. C. Cork, C.M.G., D). Campbel},
R. P. Simmonds and 8. S.Stedman; Messrs. A, W. Farquharson, H. Q. Levy, Adam
Roxburgh, Conrad Watson, Rev. W, T. Graham and the Secretary, Jno. Barclay.

Apolpgy for absence was submitted from Mr. Robt. Craig together with a letter
on the subject to be discussed, which was read.

The Report of the C ittee was submitted and idered item by item.

The Committee appointed to consider and submit to this Society recommenda-
tions as to the permanent Ineasures to be adopted after the War in accordance with
the suggestions of the Paris Economic Conference, transmit herewith in the form of
Resolytions the decisions arrived at.

The Committee In pursuance of the terms of the reference to them, invited
the Royal Society of Agriculture and Commerce, and the Northside Sugar Planters’
Association to name members to be added to the Committee, and also by public
notification in the N pers, affurded the public the opportunity of submitting their
upirions. The reply from the Northside Sugar Planters’ Association nominating
Afr. Dougall and hﬂ' Dewar came too late, but the Roval Society of Agriculture and
Gopmerce gave moterial assirtnnce . -
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In the first Resolution it was resolved to delete the first clause of paragraph
2. dealing with bananas. .

t was resolved to add.in paragraph 5, the words “cocoa, annatto and other
products™ after the word ““ coffee.”

It was resolved to delete paragraph.6, dealing with cocoa.

The Secretery was insiructed to send an a copy of the revised Report $o the
Government, and also to send a copy to the Merchants Exchanga.

The second Resolution passed. by the Committee, dealing with steamship con-
nection with Canada, was considered by the Governor to be outside the scope of
reference of the Committee,

The third Resolution dealing with the establishment of a Dry Dock in Jamaica
was also considered by His Fxcellency not to be inefirded within the scope of reference
of the Committee.

The fourth Resolution dealing with the exodus of labourers from the Colony,
was 2lso considered to be outside the scope of reference of the Committee. The Se-
cretary bowever was directed to send theve Resolutions to His Excellency for hig
information and any action he corgidered advisable.

' The text of the Resolutions submitted to the Government is as
follows:—

Firs«l Resolution.~-

1. Whereas this Commitiee have been requested to advise on certain questions
as to the future commercial and industrial policy of the United Kingdom raised by the
conclusions of the Conference of the Allies, of which the first is~—~What industries are
essential to the future safety of the nation, and what steps should be taken to maintain
and establish them-—this Committee declare that, in their opionion, the industries
essential to the safety of the nation in which Jamaica is specially concerned are those
of the supply of food, dye stuffs and tohaceo, and that the leading products coming
ander this head are Fruit (Bananas, Citrus Fruits and Coconuts}, Sugar, Coffee,
Cocoa, Dye-woods, Dye-wood Extracts, Tobaceo and Manufactures thereof.

2. That the exports of Citrus Fruits would be materialy stimulated by a preference
being secured in shipments to the United Kingdom, British Possessions, Colenies
and Allied Countries which do or may impose import duties on such Fruits.

3. That an increasing industry may develop in the manufacture of Copra
idried Coconut meat) and that care shouid be taken that admission of Coconuts
and of this product on most favoured nation terms Lo Allied Countries is made secure.

4. That Preferential Tariff treatment would be essential too, and wouldfpro-
bably induce very considerable development of the Sugar Industry, but that also
countervailing duties should be arrenged as a protection against Bounties if and
when these are again given hy foreign countries.

5. That the production of Coflec, Cocoa, Annotto and other produets would
be stimulated if preferentizl treatment is generally given to British Possessions and
Colonies, and Jamaica is admitted to share therein.

That the sale of Coffee to French markets has been often unduly hampered by
the Tariff arrangements of that country, which demanded a heavy surtax wi
Coffee was shipped by a steamer which called at any European port before i
France; and that it would be a material assistance to trade with that country if thi
regulation could be altered.

6. That this Committee desire to direct attention to the anamalous position
occupied by Jamaica preduce in regard to French Custom duties, whereby Jamaica
products come under tie maximum tariff. .

They appeal to His Excellency the Governor to bespeak the attention of The
Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the Colonies, to the matter with a view te
putting Jamaica produce on the most favourabie terms possible.

7. That whereas in the suggested lines of action the Conference of the Allies
undertook to adopt measures for facilitating the exchange of products by the establish-
ment of direct and rapid land and ses transport services at low rates, this Committes
represent that this would especially fssist Jamaican exports and should be supported
so far as possible, but that any subsidies given to Steamship Lines should be striedly
dependent upon— . . -
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(a) Control of freight rates hy the Government granting the subsidy, and
by the fixing of maximum rates from time to time. i

(b) The prohibition of the formation of any Cenference or Combine.

{¢) The prohibition of the granting of rebates depsndent on the restriction of
business to certain lines.

(d) The provision of suitable accommodation for the safe conveyance of fruit
or other perishable cargo.

That this Committee represent that the Tariff of this Colony has hitherto
hesn framed with a view to the raising of necessary Resenue, but that there would
be no objection to the principle of preferential treatmert to importations from the
United Kingdom, British Possessions und Colonies arnd to Allied Nations being
adopted provided that such treatment becomes the practice of the British Empire
generally; but that nothing should be done to prevent similar arrangements with
other frier.dly nations who grant reciprocal terms.

Moved by Mr. Gamble.
Seconded hy Mr. Adolph Levy.

Second Resolution.—~ X

‘Whereas an order having been placed by the Canadian Government Ruilway
for the building of two steamers which when completed are to ply between Halifax
and St. John, New Brunswick, on the Atlantic, and Vancouver, B.C., on the Pacific,
via the Panama Canal: i N

Be it resolved that this Committee recommend to the His Excellency the
Governor that he should request the Secretary of State for the Colonies 10 com-
municate with the Government of the Dominion of Canada with a view to having
those steamers built and equipped for the carriage of bananas and other perishahle
fruit, and t’ at inducements be offered to make Kingston, Jamaica, a port of call,

& And whereas the Blue Book of the Dominion of Carada discloses that the value

of her imﬁnr f our principal products for the eleven months ending February 1916,
was as follows:—

Sugar .$19,120,968
Coffee. 1,560,994
Cocos. . . . e 956,515
Citrus Frui . A 2, 05,798
Bananas . oo .. ... 2,533.156

Be it further resolved that His Excellency the Governor be requested to ask the
Secretary of State for the Colonies (a) to call to the attention of the Canadian Govern-
ment that {wo steamers would be unable to tuke care of the proportion of the above
products which Jamaica could supply in addition to the commedities shipped from
the Atlantic provinces of Canada te the Pacifc provinces and vice rersa (b) To
endeavour to arrange with the Canadian Government for the extension of the service
so as to allow of shipment of Canadian products to Jamaica and Jamaica products
to Canada,

Moved by Mr, Adolph Levy,

Seconded by Mr. Farguharson.

Third Resolution.—
hat 8 factor of great importanve in the future development of the Colony
would be the establishment of a Dry Dock capsble of accommodating vessels of
large tonnage, and thatsuch Dock should be established by means of Government 2id.
Moved by. Mr. Farquharson.
Seconded by Mr. Soutar.

Fourth Resolution.—

That this Committee is convinced that the continuous and increasing exodua
of labourers from the Colony to seek work in foreign countries is impeding the develop-
ment of the resources of the Island, and that it is of urgent importance that early
messures should be adopted to arrest such exodus by the creation of conditions
which will induce an impraovement in the status of the labouring population.

Moved by Mr. Farquharson.

Seconded by Mr. DeMercado.

The ‘Report of the Speeial Food Supply Committee was then submitted and
"The Governor said that he had had no communication on the subiect.fram the
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urgent: rather, it could be considered as a preliminary enquiry and that ihe knowledge
gained would be useful in case the necessity arose to help the United Kingdom with
foodstufls. The Secretary should send him a copy of the Report, and a copy sheuld
also be sent to the Secretary of the Food (War) Supply Committee of London.

The Secretary reported that he had shipped a barrel and a crate of sweet potatoes
to the Food (War) Supply Committee, and he was also keeping a supply as a
lot. He had asked that 2 Report on the condition of the sweet potatoes on thelr
arrival, and what was done with them. should be sent 1o him. e had not been
able to get banana chips in time but would ship 2 bags by next steamer as a sample.
This wae approved. .

The Meeting then adjcurned.

The Secrelary also read letter from the C.S.0 No. 3213/3764, dated
7th March, 1917, acknowledging the receipt of the resolutions that had
been submitted to the Government on the recommendations of that
special Meeting, stating that the report of this matter of the Special
Committee of the Board of Management in co-operation with the
Merchant's Exchange had been laid before the Legislative Couneil
by 1lis Excellency, and that the matters referred to in the resolutions
marked two, three and four, would receive His Excelleney’s attention.

On the question of Foodstuifls, Mr. Graham mentioned a scheme
which had been presented to him by a planter in St. Mary for the
cultivation of ground provisions by large planters on a co-operative
basis. On each plantation one day per week should be set aside for the
cultivation of ground provisions. The scheme also suggested that the
planters feed their labourers, but. he could not recollect the details.
Such a scheme, it was thought, would solve the praedial larceny problem
and he desired to bring it to the attention of the meeting. e had,
however, lost the copy he had received.

It was suggested that Mr. Graham ;rocure another copy of the
scheme; and the matter could be discussed at a future meeting.

(f) Sugar Imdustry Commitiee.—The Secretary reported that a
general meeting of the Sugar Industry Committee was held on Thurs-
day, 8th March, to meet Sir Francis Watts, and to receive a memoran-
dum from him on Central Sugar Factories for Jamaica.

There were present:—Hon. P. C. Cork, C.M.G. (Chairman),
Sir Jno. Pringle, K.C.}.G., Hons, C. C. Anderson, D. A. Corinaldi,
H. Cork, F. R. Evans, Rev. W. B. Esson, Guy S. Ewen, H. W, Griffith,
D. 8. Gideon, C. W. Hewitt, W. Coke Kerr, E. H. Kerr, S. S, Stedman
aind H. A. L. Simpsor,, Bishop Collins, 8.J., Messrs. A. W. Douet,
G. P. Dewar, James Dougall, A. W. Farquharson, J. A. Guiterriez, H.
W. Holgate, A. L. Keeling, and J. H. McPhail; the folowing members
f the Legislative Council and others who attended as visitors: Hons.
D. Campbell,R. P. Simmonds, F. E. Reid, B.A., T. L. Roxburgh, Alex.
jtewart and Messrs. Hy. Holgate, Snor., Sir Francis Watts, K.CM.G.,
Commissioner of the Imperial Department of Agriculture for the
West Indies who had come from Barbados on the invitation of the
;}ove‘mor to confer with this Committee; and the Secretary, Jno.

arclay.

The follawing apologies for absence were submitted:—Messrs,
3. Craig, A. C. L. Martin, W. H. Farquharson, G. D. Murray, Walter
¥oolliscroft and Hon. J. H. Levy. .

The Chairman read letter from the C.S.0. stating that the Govenor
pproved of the Memorandum on Central Sugar Factories for Jamaica,
s proposed by Sir Francis Watts for submission to the Committee,
nd printed copies were before the Mesting.
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Sir Francis Watts said that the Governor had intimated to him
that he would be prepared to consider discussion on the lines of the
Memorandum. He then read the Memorandum:—

CENTRAL SUGAR FACTORIES FOR JAMAICA,

A strong desire is munifested in Jamaica, 85 in other parts of the Wi est Indies,
for duvelopment ot the Sugur Industry, for which the Colony cffers undoubted fad-
litles. At the same time 1t is felt thut to effect this adequately and safely implies
the adoption of thoroughly up-to-date and progressive measures: this involves the
establishment of modern tactories of considerable size, linked up with comparatively
large areas producing Sugar Canes.

2. 1t 18 rightly held that many benefits would follow from an expansion of the
Sugar Industry. Apart from the increase in exports that would result, it may be
elsimed that the expansion of the Sugar industry, amounting virtually o the develop~
ment of what would aimost be a new industry, would be of great agricultural advan-
tage, strength lies in the diversification of erops, for with many creps to sell depression
in value of any particular one is more readily ofi-set, the land can be cultivated to
better advantage, pests and diseases can be bester controlled, while diversity of
industries leads to increased menial activity, which in tumn results in development
and progress on the purt of the agricultural community

While these and other advantages are generally admitted, their reulization
is found to be difficult on account of the magnitude of the pruhlem of establishing
modern Sugar faclories, large sums of money are involved and capitalists are chary
of embarking in the business unless they are assured of very considerable gains,
the granting of which may cripple the cane-growing side of the enterprise, in this way
a dead-lock usually results.

4. In consequence of this the demand arises for Government assistance, some
even going to the length of urging that the Government might reasonably erect and
operate Sugar Factories in the public interest, others being content with less direct
measures for assistunce,

5. As the problem stands to-day in Jamaics, it appears to he essential first
to come to some decision whether Government assistance may properly be ufforded
and if this is conceded, to decide what form this assistance may take.

6. I feel that much may be said in favour of Government assistance, and
without attempting to elaborate the urguments, 1 may state the main points that
occur to me in favour of this contention, many other points will doubtless occur to
those intimately concerned with the enterprise.

1. TlmldlLy is feit on the part of capitalists in embarking on Sugur Factory
enterprises, with the consequent demands for terms whicl may divert an undue
share of profit to the capitalist, to that extent deprivin  the cane grower and the
colony of the due proportion of the profits of the industry. Government assisiance
would off-set this,

Modern factories are comparatively large and costly affairs, private capitalists
naturnlly desire to limit their liabilities, the Government, if concerned, is ahle to
deal more adequately with each individual factory propositicn. The Government
having regard (o the safety of the enterprise, as it concerns both the cane grower
and the Factory, is not likely to drive too hard bargains, directed mainly to making
profit on invested capital, but will be desirous of deing what is best calculated to
{oster the industry us a whole; pioneer efforts are, therefore, best conducted under
Government auspices.

n the case of the iirst two or three Factories the efforts are undoubtedly
of o pmneer character and it is obvious that there will be more satisfactory accumula-
tion and freer exchange of information for generel guidance when the Government
{s beneficiently concerned in the venture than when it is left entirely to privete enter-
prise with its conflicting interests.

10. To ensure the success of a modern factory it is essential to have contracts
for the performance of various services extending over long periods of time, these
are more likely to be entered into with confidence when the Government is actively
eoncerned, and there is less fear on the part of the contractor of his being committed
to a disastrous contract, which may be enforeed to his detriment but to the unexpeet-
ed advant%e of the other party to the bargain.

Govemmem assistance it is relatively easy to arrange for the transfer
of the whole b with its itant advantages, to the local land-owners
after the Government has secured the return of its capital with reasonable remunera-
tion and profits arising from its use.

12. Time is an element of some importance and it appears likely that matters
may be rapidly advanced if Gewnmem assistance is forthcoming.
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13. Doubtless many other arguments may be adduced, but I may content
mysell by saying that, on the whole, it may reusonably be contended that, until the
husiness of developing and operating large Sugzar Factory enterprises has become
D iy familiar to the community, there will be considerable advantage in having
Goevernment. assistance, so that work may be carried on on adequate lines and- ag
the sume time the interests of all parties in a new enterprise may be viewed in a more
veneficent and impartial nianner than is likely to be the case when private interests
are slor e eoncerned, and that such assistance best ensures the welfare of the Colony.
it be conceded that Government assisiunce may properly be rendered, I
suggest for consideration that it may safely and economically be given on the following
ine

The Government ma;’ make known that it, is prepared, in principle, to render
assistance, and that, in the firsi instance, the assistance will be restricted within
certain limits. That, in crder to render this assistance available, it is prepared to
receive upplications for assistance on certain conditions and to select one or more
of the most favourable applications in which to give effect to its proposals.

The applicants for assistance must be land-owners who are prepared to bind
themselves by agreement to maintain in Sugar cane for a period oP fifteen years the
areas specified by each and to supply the canes grown thereon to the Sugar Factory
implied in the agreement, under penalties for non-fulfilment; the area to be cultivated
in canes to be collectively adequate to the supply of a factory of specified size and
capacity. They must also be prepared to give collateral security for the fulfilment
of their obligations.

The Land owners making this application may be collectively termed the Con-
tracting Planters,

i4. On the acceptance of the application, the Government will be prepared
to issue debentures for such reasonable sum as may, in the opinion of the Government,
be adequate for the erection and equipment of a factory capable of dealing with the
canes from the contracted area, on certain stipulated conditions.

1 A Board of Directors shall be appointed, having control of the Factory and
Lusiness; not less than one-half of the Directors shall be nominnted by the
ernment and the remainder by the Contracting Planter. It is suggested that
there may be six Directors. three nominated by the Government, and the remainder
by the Contracting Planters, one of each set shall retire annually by rotation, but
may be eligible for re-nomination. The Directors should have full power to conduct
ail the business of the Fuctory, incuding the making of contracts for the supply of
canus, the seiiing of sugar and generally for the carrying on of the business of the
Factory.

J?,Y The Government interest and control being exercised solely through the
Directors, no need arises for any Government Department or other intervention,
but the accounts of the Factory should be open to Gavernment inpsection and audit.,

17, At this or other convenient stage, the affairs of the Factory should be
brought into the form of a4 Limited Liability Co, and eonduct its business accordingly.
The business of the Company should have relation only to the affairs of the Factory,
and not to the business of growing canes; this latter should be the subjeet of the
contracts above referred to.

18. We have thus a Company formed to operate a Sugar Factory, financed
by Governmnnt debentures, and controlled by Directors appointed by the Govern~
ment and by the 1ssociated Contracting Planters,

19. I suggest that the Factory should pay to the Contracting Planteis, the
value of Five pounds of 969 grey crystal sugar, f.o.b. Kingston, for ezch 100 pounda
of canes delivered and accepted, together with one half of the profits arising each
year from the working of the Factory, after making provision for payment of 5%
interest on debentures, and 5% to a Sinking Fund, together with adequate provision
for 2 Reserve Fund, and for proper repairs and maintenance.

The Government wou'd thus receive 5% on the money it invests in the concern,
together with one half of the profits. .

20. At the expiration of fifteen years, or if the debentures are not aid by
that time, on the completion of the repayment of the debentures, one half of the
interest in the Factory shull be transferred to the Contracting Planters, this may

be done by means of shares which shall be d d to each C ing Planter
in proportion to the total supply of cane accepted from him by the Faptorisdmng the
period above mentioned. The Go should I retain the right to

e

nominate not less than one half the numher of Directors, as previously set out.

21. It may be considered whether at the expiration of z further period of ten

years, or at any earlier time, the Government may surrender to the Conteacting
Planters the whole of the Govarnment's remaining intevest in the Factory,
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22. The function of the Government would then be, to provide the capital
on terms which I believe to be safe to the Government and liberal to the cane growers,
and to maintain sufficient control over its investment by means of properly appointed
Directors,

23. The Cane growers would Le provided with a Factory conducted in their
interest, the profits of which would revert to them in increasing proportion as the
capital is repaid, and in the management of which they have, through their Directors,
sutficient interest and control.

24. In this preliminary memoradum I have endeavoured only Lo set out the
bare outlines of a scheme for consideration. I huve avoided introduction of matters
of detail concerning the nature of the cane contpucts and of any points concerning
the working of the Factory.

25, If the proposals, or any modifications of them, meet with His Excellency’s
approval I shall be glad to give consideration to the many matters of detail which
must, of necessity, then have attention.

26. Tt will be observed that the proposals I now submit provide that the Govern-
ment shall receive a conciderable share of such profits as may arise, (and I anticipate
that they will not be insignificant), over und above mere interest on capital invested.
Thig I think is reasonuble and is justified by the somewhat unusual course of direct
Government intervention in a commercial matter. The community is. I think,
entitled to receive these profits, which may be directly applied in some miasure for
social betterment. At the same time, it appears to me, 2ight tha! capital, even when
invested by the Government, should receive its appropriate reward, such a course
removes the reproach that investment by the Gavernment places ordinary investors
at a disadvantage, it places matters on a proper bysiness footing.

27. Such proposuls as I have outlined may, I think, preperly be advanced
for the consideration of the Government, for they have appliceiion Lo pioneering,
and somewhat unusual and pressing conditions. Should the developments thus
aided prove successful, as [ feel assured they will, the way s paved for further develop-
ments by land owners and capitalists.

(Signed) ¥rancis WaTTs,
Commissioper of Agriculture for the West
Indies.
27.2.17.

Mr. Farquharson moved the appointment of a_sub-committee
consisting of Hon. P. C. Cork (Chairman), Messrs. Hewitt, Dougall,
Holgate, Keeling, Lindo, Guiterriez, Simpson, Alex. Stewart and
himself, three to form a quorum, to assist Sir Francis Watts in set-
tling the terms of a Cane Farmers Contraet based on the recommen-
dations in Sir Francis Watts’ Memorandum. He thought they should
get the opinion of the Attorney Gen..al on the security afforded by
the cane farmers contract as settled.

The Sub-Committee met immediately after the General Committee
on the 8th March, there being present:—Hon. P. C. Cork, C.M.G.
(Chairman), Sir Francis Watts, K.C.M.G., Hon. C. W. Hewitt and
Messrs. Jas. Dougall, A. W. Farquharson H. W. Holgate, A. L., Keeling,
and Alex. Stewart.

And again on the 10th of March. Present:—Hon. P. C. Cork,
C.M.G. (Chairman), Sir Franeis Watts, K.C.M.G., Messrs. A, W.
Farquharson, A. L. Keeling, J. A, Guiterriez and J. H. McPhail.

And again on the 12th of March. Present:—Hon. P. C. Cork,
C.M.G.(Chairman), Sir Francis Watts, K.C.M.G., Hon. H. A. L.
Simpson, Messrs. A, W. Farquharson, A. L. Keeling and Jno. H.
McPhail.

The Secretary said that the report of this Sub-Committee which
was submitted and considered by the General Committee had been
already sent to the Government. .

low-
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Noy 3497-3474. 15th March, 1917.

“1 am directed by the Governor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter,
dated 25th ultimo, asking, by direction of the Board of Management of the jamaica
Agricultural Society, what arrangements could be made to enable employees of the
Society to enlist for war serviee, either in the Jamaica Contingent, or otherwise, with
provision for those who are dependent on them.

“In reply I am to explain that the resolution passed by the Legislative Council
to enabie public officers to receive the equivalent of their full civil pay is only appli-
cable to persons in the employ of the Government and could not Ee regarded as ap-
plying to the cases of employees of yaur Society and the sanction of the Legislative
Council would be necessary for any extension of the terms of the resolution to such
emplf)‘y‘:

h a view to the consideration of the matter, I am to ask you to be so good
as to submit at your earliest convenience an estimate in detail showing in respeet
o1 each employee of the Sociéty of military age the (1;salary of employvee; (2) portion
of his salary estimated as covering travelling expenses; () remaining portion of
salary; (4) amount that would he necessary for a locum tenens, exclusive of (2) as the
locum tenens would also receive this amount.

“I am also to ask that you will indicate each employee who is at all fikely to be
able to ve spared in order that it may be ascertained what is the possible maximum
amount that would be necessary to be voted should the arrangement for public
officers be exiended to these erployees.”

The Board decided that the Seeretary was (o see if arrangements
could be made to divide up the work among the remaining Instructors,
or where necessary to appoint a locum tenens. The Imstructor on
service would draw his {ull salary less what was adjudged to be his
expenditure on travelling at the present time. This amount saved
on travelling would go towards providing the substitute.

(h) Prmento Disease.—A letter from Mr. E. E. Melville was
read on the question of Pimento Disease at Great Valley in Hanover,
and the Secretary was instructed to forward this to the Governor
for his information.

The following matters arising out of the Half-Yearly General
Meeting held in January, were considered:—

(a) Regisiration of Titles—A letter from the C.S.0., No. 2180-
13051/17, dated 15th February, 1917, was read submitting a copy
of a minute by the Registrar of Titles, which is as follows;—

Hon. Colonial Secretary,

ngston.

Only abgtsxt one-fifth part of the Island has been brought under the Registration
of Titles Law. No proprietor is compelled to apply for registration of his land unless
in case of a gale thereof and the purchaser requires registration. One of the objects
of the Law is to render dealings with land more simple and less expensive, but before
the land can be dealt with under the Law it must first be brought under the Law
by registration thereof. Before land can be registered its owner has to apply for
registration and to prove the right of himself and his predecessers in title thereto
for the prescriptive period. The application has to be submitted to one of the
Referees of Title {or his a?proval, and notice of the application has to be advertised.
It is not surprising that few of the small setders and middle-class gettlers possess
registered land, as they frequently do not obtain Titles when they purchase land,
and consequently require to prove their right by Statutory Declaration before they
can obtain registration of the land.

The fees payable to this Office on an application to register land of the value
of £25 are:— y

On the lodging of the applieation (which is paid to the Referee).. 10/-

- For advertising in the Newapaper usually three insertions. . 18-
For registering Certificate of Title. .. .. 2/6
For contribution to Assurance Fun 171

For registering plan, if any........
If the value is £50, the last three times are, b/-, 2/1
£100, the first and three last items are 15, 10/- 4/2 and 10/-.
b, e  oati s

/=
The office fees are
very T As a rule applications relating to lands of small values give far
more trouble than those relating to lands of higher values which carry considerably
higher fees, When an applicant has no Title deeds, he usually rel‘:zres to emt!:“y
a Snlicitor to nrepare the necessarv documents. and this cannot dore withemt
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of Title 1o wh
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v rendered more simple

zsor has to apply to be
be referred to @ Referee

s a8 o min(f the vxpense o 1 ‘e;., tstration on
(Sed.) VID BALFOUR,
gristrar of Titles,
. . Ttk February, 1917,
The Board considered these fees quite reasonahle,

id Ll’\d.L the guestion had been fully discussed
at the Half-Y , and i lud boeen pointed out that the
expenses ol securing o Litle 10 small A.slm were often as much as
the cost of the land. Il had alrea: rmed the T3ranches, which
had brought np the subjeet at th ¢ uarly Meeting on the terms
of the memo of the Regh Titles.
by Lumber on Crown Lands—C.8.0. letter No. 3026-1306/17,
dated 3rd Mauch 1‘71«, was read ihao alter  enquiry, H,b
axcellency finds ihat he cannot approve of the proposa! of the sale
of Tallen lumber on Crown Lands.
Mr. levy said that he had !

The Secre

1 heiter opportunity than most
people of inspecting these Crown and he was always shocked
al the amount of lumber trees s goiny to wasie in the interior
woodiands.  He thought that "\)Jd wse couwld be made of the lumber,
especially as imported lumber is searce and exceedingly hxgh-pm,ed
owing to the difficulties of i was ceriain that there
were 1esp0n\1b‘e men in the va iv.s who would be glad to
undertake the utilization of such material. After i i
derided the Secretary be instructed to iniorm the Governement of
this waste of valuable material and to suggest (1) that the rights to
handle fatien lumber might be sold in bloeks 1o reliable men who would
be 1eap0u~\b?o 10 the Government that no standing trees are felled and
2 that the Government themselves might utilize the lumber for their
own Purpases.

() Peldway Fucibties for shippers of Ground Provision.—A

letter was ledd from the C.S.0. as follows:—
No, 3405-1309, 13th March, 1917,

“I am mrect@d by <he Gover.er e scknowledge the re(‘mpt of your letter,
5.0., No. 124, dated l]" 23rd Jonuary last, submitting 2 copy of o reselution put
for\\ ard B v Lhe Central Dortland Branch Agricultural Roclety relative to a reduction

in the Railsay zer Rates fx of grouw:d provisions,
licn the acecompanying copy

I am i4t
of & Minute by tor om your letter was referred, and to
inform you that His ir. Couper's recommendat:en
heing U\PE efeet Lo ¢ .

3. Coupo i 11 s.sked to report at the end of this period on the results

»f the cfmc - .
Bgd.t  G. M. WORTLEY,

Actg. Asst. Colonial Secretary.

inute by (he Dircelor of the Railw
M'"ul ?ﬁdera J from the 3e of the Jamaica Agricultural Society that he
and others consider the rates charged ior ground provisions are reasonable, but that
reduction in passenger {ares is a&ked for to euable the people to bring their pro-
Sons T }\mm»on or Spanish Town.

2. Tt wo nat be Ie&s}ble to run a market car daily on the passemger irain,
and I presume the people would want to come into Kingston any day of the
week, and not be bound down to p.certein day. 1 the-e.tore suggest that the following

se given a trial for 6 nBﬁnﬂm
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(8) A market ticket (return) good for 3 days to be issued at fare and a
half to any passenger who ships by the saume train to Spanish Town or Kingston
not less than 3 ewt. of ground provision (the 3 cwt. must be in excess of any
allowance carried free as passenger’s baggage).

(b) The ground provisions accompaiying passengers as obove to be
carried on the passenger train at geods rate, provided that there is room in the
baggage car for same.

3. These suggestions were shown to Mr. Barclay, who passed them on to the
*resident of the Central Portland Branch, and both gentlemen consider them satis~

actory.
(Intd.) & C.

13,1917,

The Secretary said that he had advised the Branches particularly
rierested, and they seemed gratified at the courtesy and promptitude
o the Railway in meeting them half-way in their proposals. They
elt that the concession would be a great boon to the dealers in ground
yrovisions. ’

The following letters from the C.8.0. were read:—
(a) Praedial Larceny Law.—

No. 3764-2424 dated 27tk February, 1917, enclosing the following memorandum
rom the Inspector of Police for Westimoreland:—

1 think it would not be out of place here to request that Rice be added to the
st of articles mentioned under schedule “A* of Law 4 of 1909. This article of
roduce is grown extensively in this parisb as it is, I understand, in all parishes where
Joolies are employed. I was not aware thal rice wus omitted from the schedule
eferred to until the fact was brought forcibly to my notice a short time ago. A
1an named Wilfred Rowe in this parish was charged with larceny of a large quanticy
{ rice valued about 25'-, We succeeded in obtaining excellent evidence against
he defendant except so far as the identification of the rice wxs concerned. The
yan wes not actuaily seen steafing the rice, nor could the owner say positively that
he rice which the police found in the prisoner's possession was his very rice. The
bvious way outl of the difficulty would have been to charge him with “Untawful
*ossession,” but this we could not do as rice is not mentioned in the schedule *“A.”
», though the man was clearly the guilty party, it seemed to my mind that the
1. M. would be obliged to acquit him owing to lack of identification of the rice.

‘When the case came on for hearing, however, the defendant fortunately pleaded
uilty, and so the point of identifiction did not arise, Had the man pleaded “not
uilty " I think that he must have been acquitted.

This difficulty of identification in such cuses would, to my mind, be obviated
r eonsiderably reduced if rice were added to schedule “ A of Law 4 of 1904, ’

1 therefore ask that you will recommend this addition.”

The Beard was in accord with the suggestion of the Inspector of
>olice for Westmoreland that rice be added to the list of articles in
chedule “A”, and the Secretary was instructed to so inform the
.8.0.

(b) Entomologist.—

No. 2814-1151/17. 28th February, 1917.

“In continuation of my letter No. 1606/1018, dated lst inst., I am directed
y_the Governor toinform you that the Director of Agriculture will arrange for a
isit to St. Mary and Portland of the Entomologist later in the year, 2about April,
‘hen it is expected that other work that he has in hand will be completed, for the
urpose of an investigation of insect pests on cocoa snd cotoanut and al«o in regard
> the question of the habits of the woodpecker in connection with the question
[ its removal from the list of protected birds, and I am to say that the assistance of
ne Agricultural Instructors which is offered will be welcomed.

2. I am to add that the Direetor of Al%riculture has heen requested to notify
ou of the dates when the Entomologist will visit St. Mary and Portland in order
1at the Agricultural Instructors may be advised,” N

(Sgd.) g2 ROBT. JOHNSTONE,
Actg. Colonial
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ey R F
1017, save he
by t“m;u“p‘y t

O USVOE:
day be received 1n<4 in
Qugar Commiitoe,
I//)mmon' Ll)m/a/scs,m

Watrs ~No. 2552-2938, dated 23rd February,
Py Waiis had irtimated on the 19th inst.
Wt , e for Jamaiea.

i Watts had arrived the same
0., andd s aiveady veported had met the

25:h February, 1917,
i Guv erner Lo achnon ledge the receipt of your letter C.8.0.
h u‘mm«v in revard o the cireulation in the United States of
the Iiye Wood Trade ot this island, and to tranemit
Laciety the aceompan; ine copy of s minute by the
subject.”’

“lam¢
No. 127 duated
America of & report danig
for the mformation ol »UuA
Direcior of Agriculture on th

+ G. M. WoRTLEY,
“ontal Secretary.
Friracl from ALy b by e L1

The Hon, Colonial becretary
1 sahmit correspondetie
shows thet oleps

©y on this matter which
ARSI © i the part of persons in
5 n»"mud “Ann?\'a 5" are unfortunately
d ihe only eriterion is that of the

and misieadine i the case of log
r power of the materias e tevu

1 Jogwond ar Hone and 1 am trying to find out from Mr.
here the Horduras logwood seed
L do not contain this informa-
matrer and report progress so
“logwond are desirable,
\byd ;. H. CousIns,
D Ag. 1, .
2.17.

The Board thonght thut the steps taken to contr overt the mis-

leadxm; statements were quite saticfuctory.  The Secietary said he
s republishing the history of the imporlacon of logwood seed from
British Honduras, first published in the Agricultural JOURNAL in 1398,

{¢)  Contagious Diseases Animals def. -

No. 3] 2385, Sth March, 1917,

CWith 1 ef(»rwmu ihe correspordence ending with your letter C.8.0.. No. 130
dated the 9 oitimo, e dirgeted by the t5 101 10 inform vou that His Excellency
in Prive Covneil en the 275 ubimo decides 1o defer the Bill éntitled A Law further
to ametd the Contagiois Disease- Anfng Inland: Law, Law 1 of 1909)” until

after the war.

" We have some Hon
(‘mdv i ic who was \\n{ g 'rn endent st Hope o 15475 5
The records, unfortunats
 preiiainary exemination into thi
that it (*:m h’- dvmdo:i whether uny clubornie surey -

Sgd.) G, M. WORTLEY,

Acig. Aset. Colonial Secretary.
«j) Hiereased Prodaction of Crops.
3349 N8, 4G, 13th March, 1917,

“W b reference to vour letter No. 6336 duted the ith February, 1915, 1 am di-
rected by the Governor o tran: it {for vour informatio, the aceompany ing copy of a
despatch from the Secrctary of Stace fur the olonies retative o1} e nued for increasing
the amount »f produce Taised i the Colo , regecher with an
extract from the editorial in the © ed to therem, and to
that you will be #0 goud as t . ion, a report 0
the steps which have he 1 taken vy your Socie Y 2 urging the inereuse
of the smount of produce raised for mwl ConsumpY ion and the result of such efforis.
ill talie all possible sieps to impress the
ulrurists

for un‘,l vor

importanee of this question upon all Agric
(8gd.) G, M. WORTLEY,

Ag. Asst. Celonizl Secretary.
From ihe Secretary of State for the Colonivs {o the Governor of Jamaica.
o. 46. 9th Fuabruary, 1917.
“I have the honour to invite your attention to the editorial in the issue of the
21 News” of the 16th December, 1916, in which it is pointed out that
greater effores ~hould be made in the colonies to increase the amount of produce raised
locally for local consumption.
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2. You no doubt realise the importance buth from the Imperial point of view and
m that of the poorer inkabitants of the Colony under your (mvemment of increas-
1 as tar as possible lecal food supplies it: the shape of ground provisions and other
growl erops.

5. 1f you have not alreads dune su, | tequest that you will take such steps you

-onssder practicable the imporia nee of this quesuen on all who are actively
wm‘emod in the agriceitlral mdustries of the colony.,

rivwan el Nows ™
Tenier vﬁm—*s should be made to procuce more in
2l (unsu'n;xnUL . dGor not reir merely to the production of
on er,a, ibough that vconpies {tion, bul it Tefers to a general or-
eanization of loea A food i
The guestion ol ¢ rea under erops that will yuhl substitutes or partial
substitutes for the wheat flour ut present imported ha~ uiready been dealt with fully
in thiz Journal. In this ronnection it iz not enough for the peasant alone to folluw
this Lvo]i the large owner should aiso respond and grow a certain acerage of some
cerent like Iudx.m cori or Guine corn. or else ground provisions such as yams or
sweet potatoes.

(Sgd.)  WaLTER H. LONG.

‘m ’frv)m the citoriud in lhe

~The Secretary said the Board wus well aware of the steps the
Nociety had taken in the foud supply matler: they were pretty well
recorded in the Jou RN:L, Phn" had made organized effort through

ately the war broke oul, and had kept up
t : e, the JOURNAL, the Instructors and the
Branches without sla ckel.mg, He would report details to the Govern-
ment.
(9) Prokibition of vmporlatwn of Queen Bees.—-

No. 8520-1994 duted 3th March, 1917, enclosing copy of 4 letrer {rom the
British Ambassador ar W rton, in T d w the alleged presence of the ““Isle of
Wight disease™ amung hots vartous putis of the Thnited states and also a copy of a
memarandum with i e, itom the Dlrecmr of Agriculture on {he subject, and
suying that His E red approved of the prohibition against the importation
ol Qut)en bees 11'0}11 lhf‘ United ‘Jmlm of America remaining in torce for the present as
recommended. ”

From His Britavic Muojesiy’s Al tor wxtraerdinary and Plenipolentiary Washing-
ton, to Hix Excellency (he Goveraor of Janmaice.

FKebruars 13th, 1917.
1 have the hanour to inform your Excelleney with reference m \our despatch No.
546 ot January i2:th lust, that I aia in recmm of & note from thv I)epartmun of Stdne
in regard to the alieged presence of the © Isle of Wight disease”” among bees in various
parts of the ['nited Stutes.

It seems thut reports were received by the Department of Agrlcuhure during the
Summer of 1916 that symptoms similar to those described in the disease ahove men-
tioned were obscrved i apiaries in different parts of the United &L.\t . The alleged
trouble was immediately investigated by Lhu Bureau of Entomology of the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, but no conclusive teaco of uny verious disease way found. In
most cases the ')m)Lum dls\:]m(}d\@u tin & {ew days, aud when the investigator
arrived at the a aparted. o «&hin;: abnormal was observed.

£ svidenew (o induwats the presence in the
h destructive disease among adult bees 25 that deseribed in the “Isle

of Wight dlSe.lSE

(Sgd.) CECIL SPRING-RICE.

Copy uf Minute by the Director of Agriculture to the Colonial Secretury, Jamaica, *

“I attach a memorandum by the Bee Inspector whn points out the “1 of W”'
Disepse fluctuates and bees appear quite free whes the disease suddenly breuaks out
again,

He advises thdt we should await the results of this coming Summer befere taking
any risks over this most serfous and insidious diseuse of bees, The destruction of
bees in England by ““I of W disease has been enormous and 0 control has been dis-

covered.”
(8gd:) H. H, Cousins,
D/Ag,
1.3,17.
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The Secretary said he did not recollect being informed of the-original
prohibition. The Board agreed that it was a wise precaution.

(h) Banana Borer.—No. 3567-4360 dated 14th March, 1917,
reporting on the operations of the Department of Agriculture with
regard to the weevil for the period 15th February to 12th March, 1917.

This was directed 1o be circulated as usual.

British Ewmpire Producers Organization.—‘The Secretary read
letter from the Secretary of the West India Committee, London as
follows:—
2nd Febriary, 1917,

‘I enclose herwith a copy of a letter from the British Empire Producers Organiza-
tion askig for your support to a memorial which they propose to present to the Over-
seas representatives at the fortheoming Imperial Conference.

You will note that they ask if you will kindly eable the word “Yes” if you eon-
sent, and that they will defray the cost of the cable. 1t will save expense if you will
kindly address your message in the event of your supporting the Memorial, as we hope
you will, 1o “ Carib,” London.

(Sgd.)
(Sgd.) ALGERNON E. ASPINALL,
- ecretary.
L Lo 30tk January, 1917.

““This Organization proposes to lay before the Government for the copsideration
of the Imperial War Cabinet a Memorial-—a drait of which is enclosed—to be present-
ad to the Representatives of the Overseas Dominions, Colonies and Dependencies,
who will be attending the Cabinet. The poliey advocated embodies s preference
within the Empire, and we are inviting the endorsement and support of all Associa-
tions representing industry throughout the Empire. It is proposed that the names
of all supporting Associations shall be appended to the memorial on its presentation.
It is of the utmost importance that all bodies representing the industries of the British
‘West Indies, British Guiana and British Honduras unite in supporting this memorial,
and I trust, therefore, that your association will lend the weight of its support by au-
thorising us to attach its name to the document,

Ag the Imperial War Cabinet meets in March, it will be necessary to place the
Memoria! before the Government hefore the end of February, and I shall feel obliged
if you will cable your reply, it being understood, of course, that this Organization will
defray the cost. I you consent o allow us to attach the nnme of your Association to
the Memorial, the single word “Yes” will be sufficient. I would direct your attention
to the fact that our telegraphic address is, under the present regulations, available for
intand use only, but if vou address it to “Carib, ” London, it will be duly delivered.

1 enclose a copy of our brief Memorandum in regard to the Aims and Methods of
the Organizatiun, and also a list of the Patrons, Vice-President and Council.

(Sgd.) GroRGE MAKGILL,
. . . Secretary,

Mr. Craig said that the Society had already at the December
meeting decided to support the British Empire Producers Organi-
zation, but that the matter had better be brought up again when
there was a fuiler meeting of the Board.

Resolutions from Branches.—Resolutions from Branches were
submitted:— . - . .

(a) Spalding Branch, asking for a modification of the Vagraney
Law s0 as to make it less difficult to convict gamblers.

(b} M tzpah Branch asking that the Government be asked to
put the Vagrancy Lawinlo operationin view of the scarcity of food
and the activity of the praedial thief.

(¢) Senta Cruz Mouniains Branch, asking that the Parent
Society take steps to bring to the notice of the Government the necessity
of putting the Vagrancy Law rigorously into operation as a means of
suppressing Praedial Larceny, as this would result in an extension
of the cultivation of food crops. . )

(d) Mount James Branch, asking that the Parent Society be
asked to approach the Government with the request that “flogging”’
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he introduced as an additional punishivent for Praedial Lareeny.
in view of the serious losses now Neing sustained by cultivators daily
owing 1o thieves that the attention of the Government be called
tte large number of idle young men to be sesn al! over the COllntI'}’
voery (;)ften gambling ard not having sufficient means of earning a live-
lihood.

e) Cambridge «St. Jomes) Branch, asking Authorized Persons
he given power lo sdarch for stolen goods in places where such goods
are suspected of being.

ify Re War Taz.~-Vere Branch, ps \\y,tm" out that it is highly
undesirable to take oft War taxes at the ont time, the War being
siill on, and there being no knowing hm long it will continue, and
that the Island is in a very bdckward condition, roads are deteriorated,
hospitals are eonjested, railways require extensj»)n, education needs
attention, and several other matrers too numerous to numerate, ali,
arresting the Apricuitaral development of the Island.

ig)  Hanover Branch, asking thal War taxes be lifted this year.

Resolutions a, b and e were refetred to the Special Commitiee
;Lppointed to go into the whote subject of Authorized Persons,

The Board decided ﬂ"at the other matiers could not be considered
by the Agricultural Society’s Board, but were for reference to the
member of Council for the Parish.

The Secretary was instiucted to advise the Branches to this
effect.

Supplies of seed for planting.—The Secretary said he had had
authority fromi the Boaid 1o import supplies of peas and beans as
none were available toc . and be had ordered early in January
from the States. He howev eretted that there was much delay,
and the seeds came to haad v this month. It would soon be too
late for planting the Red Kiduey beans in most disiricts, but he would
try to get them utilized, and the Black Eyve peas he thouqht would
be taken up.

Swmall Growers Sugar m Clarendon.-—The Secretary said that on the
question of small growers' sugar in Clarendon, the Instructor had
reported that ihe estates in Vere were not buying settlers’ sugar and
syrup as they did last year, owing 1o the present condition of the rum
trade, that there were large crops of canes coming on in middle and
upper Clarendon and thal the position from the small settlers’ point
of view was gloomy. He would make further report on the subject.

On the other hand, the Instructor for Westmoreland reparted
that the position there was satisfactory and that the estates were
purchasing settlers’ sugar and syrup.

School Garden ("ornpetz./mn —The Secretary sail the judging in
the Society’s competition for the Scnool Gardens that had been best
kept up during the vear had beer delayed as long as possible in the
financial year as owing to the heavy and continuous rains from Jugust
to December, work in many them could not be kept up and visits
by Instructors were not made as hey would otherwise have been made.
He bad now received all the reports from ihe Instruclors, but two,
which he expected shortly. He would publish the awards in the
JOURNAL. He was instructed to pay the prizes.

Authorized Persons.—The following persons were nominated—

(1) Thos. MeFarlane. Monipelier by Mr. J. Briscoe, Mont-
pelier, (St. James).

7

=
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(2)  Alexander Walters, Swamp (St. Catherine) by Mr. J. H. Mec-
Phail, Bog Walk.

These were both recommended by the Board for appointment.

(h)  The usual quarterly return of arrests for the quarter ending
31st December, was submitted by the Inspector General, and publica-
tion was uuthorised. (See page 129.)

Applicaiions for Affllvation.—Applications for affiliation were

submitted from:-—

(a) Merrywood (St. Elizabeth)
b) Further letler from Turks Island.

(¢, Fairfield (Manchester)
(d) Keith (St. Ann)

(e) Hiattsfield . ( do

The Instructors Committee recommended that these be all held
over until it was ascertained what funds were available for the forth-
coming year.

War Gifts.— (a) Letter from Mr, Ronaldson.—A letter from Mr.
Ronaldson was read reiteraling his determination to send no more
fruit unless the cases were senl to the destination named.

The Secretary pointed out the difficulty of carrying out the
requests of the donors as very often several would send to the same
hospital which probably had only a few patients, and might be over-
stocked with fruit, while other hospitals with a large number of patients
got none. e thought it far more desirable to leave the matter of
distribution in the hands of the Secretary of the West India Committee,
who being on the spot, was more capable of apportioning the gifts
in a satisfactory manner.

(b) Report on 42nd ard 43rd Shipments.—The reports on the 42nd
and 43rd shipment were presented. These had already been published
on page 98 of the March JOURNAL.

(e} Acknowledgements. -The Secretary also presented acknow-
ledgements of gifts of fruil from a warship in the harbour and the
Contingent Camp, Swallowfield.

Instructors’ Reports and 1tineraries.~—Reports and ltineraries of the
Instructors for the month of February were submitted and referred
to the Instruetors” Commitiee.

New Members.—-The following new membérs were elected:—

Altamont DeCordova, Brockley, Richmond.

Charles A, Costa, Atlantic Fruit Co., Cayo Mambi, Orient, Cuba

Thos. Perey Evelyn, 52 King St., Kingston.

The Meeting adjourred until Thursday, 19th April, 1917, at
11.40 a.m.

—0:
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€OCONUT BUTTER.

“We picked 2 good coconuts for the purpose ol making butter
as per instructions of the February JOURNAL as a trial. The nuts
were gratered and boiling water used. It was then put away until
Saturday morning, the 24th. Very early we started the churning
in the usual way of cow’s milk butier in a 4 quart churn. We succeeded
in a very short time to make the buiter; it came out very white and
quite hard; of course we washed it out properly and added a little
salt and put it away.

About one hour after this butter became quite soft and a little
ater on in the day it was like oil.

Now can you tell me how to keep it hard and from being rancid
—for that is the trouble. The 2 nuts gave us about a quarter pound.
The smell is just like coconut oil.”

R.F. L.
Green Island.

* * * # »

We have had much correspondence on this subject since we
yublished two paragraphs on the subject in February JOURNAL. The
lifficulty is to keep the butter from melting in the day time when
ce chests are not available. But this difficulty can be got over.

Coconut butter has a low melting point compared with dairy
yutter, and must be kept in a cool place constantly. We put ours
n a zine roof during the night and that makes it hard, but it melts
Juring the day unless kept on ice. In the day either one of the
‘ollowing plans is effective. .

(1) Get an ordinary unglazed pottery jardiniere with its own
saucer; half fill with water and fill the saucer. In the jardiniere place
‘he vessel containing the butter and stand in a cool airy place—say
in open window not exposed to the sun.

(2) If no jardiniere of the kind is available, put your butter
n a glass jar, swathe this round from top to bottom with a flannel
r similar cloth. Wet the cloth and stand in a saucer of water. Keep
s before in a cool airy place. The butter keeps quite firm enough
'or most purposes and if put outside at night gets quite hard again.
‘n both these cases the principle is well known. The gradual evapora-
ion of the moisture reduces the temperature of the liquid.

Every one is aware that water from drips or pottery jars or goblets
s much cooler than water exposed to the ordinary atmostpheric
emperature and arrangements are made for the drinking water to
se so cooled. Why not employ the same principle [or cooling wherever
iecessary? The value of the cream before churning would be greatly
ncreased by being set over night in the open air in a cooler as men-
ioned above and if churning is done before the sunrise the texture
i your butter is unimpenchable. If churned at too high a temperature,
he sample is usually pasty and no amount of cooling afterwards will
ave any effect upon it.

e 1Y e
INDUSTRIAL ALCOHOL.

We have had several paragraphs in the JOURNAL lately, about
his product, usually called Industrial or Denatured Alcohol. We
xpected some interferghce with our rum industry, as rum while
sed for the soldiers in the trenches was not otherwise a popular drink
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in the United Kingdom; while the large rum market which used to
exist in Germany had of course been cut off, and all the time British
Guiana--which is the greatest factor in the production of rum-—
Trinidad and Jamaica were producing more than ever. On the other
hand, the necessity for the use of aleohol in industries had grown to
an immense extent, while the large quantity of polate spirit which
had been produced in Germany and largely exported, was of course
not available. Enormous amounts of alcohol were required in the
production of munitions alone. In the preduction of dyes--nearly
all formerly produced in Germany, but since the war broke out, being
manufactured in the United Kingdom--alcohol was also required and
also in all chemical trades. Industrial Alechol has been therefore manu-
factured in the Uniled Kingdom to meet these wants, but its production
hecame more and more expensive, as it had o be manufactured from
valuable grains like corn (maize), wheat, barley, etc., and from potatoes,
all of vital necessity for food. It might have occurred to the Home
Authorities, however, that wherever rum was produced, it was entirely
manufactured from a waste product in the production of sugar—by
waste product, we mean nothing that is used as food, viz.,
sugar molasses. At the same time, as long as we could export our
rum profitably, it was hard to get any consideration of the subject
of producing Industrial Alcohol here. Now, however, there is an
entire prohibition also of rum. In the United Kingdom large stocks
are held in the bonded warehouses. Locally the same condition
prevails. Some months ago. we read that the price of Industrial
Alcohol was 7, - per gallon: at that rate, the price would be 5 - here,
while our rum was fetching a good deal less. This year our rum will
not be saleable for export, bul we could easily produce Industrial Alco-
hol in greater quantities, and with less trouble than there is in produc-
ing good flavoured rum. The rum that is held in the bonded warehouses
in the United Kingdom and here, could be easily denatured. Ali the
alcohol necessary to be used in industries could eertainly be produced
without using foodstufls, and instead of costing the Imperial
Government 7-- a gallon, it would cost not more than half—perhaps
2 good deal less. The congested stocks of rum here could be easily
denatured in Kingston by the use of a patent continuous still which
could be very quickly imported from the United States and quickly
erected here. There would also be u saving in freight space in doing
this locally, to the extent of at least one-sixth, i.e., about 15 gallons
in every 100 galions. The French have already done something like
this. The immense stocks of spirit held in that country were pro-
hibited from public consumption and have been commandeered by
the French Minister of Munitions. An article now before us, r fers
to the fabulous quantities of alechol that are required for war purposes
alone. Industrial Alcohol is used as a solvent for gun cotton; it is
used in connection with a fulminate used in shell-fuses, and as a
solvent for shellac to coat H. E. shells, and as a source of ether for
anaesthesia, but the main demand is for use in gun cotton. Probably
the food product most in use after wheat fiour is potatoes, and these
are very scarce in the United Kingdom. A little of the freight space
on ships necessary for the grain that is used for the production of
Industrial Alcohol, could carry Industrial Aleohol from the West
Indies. Representations have lately been made to the Imperial
Government on this subject, and we do hope that Jamaica will be




JAMAICA AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 185

called upon to produge simple alcohol, when our sugar estates would
at once quickly respond.

; The” following paragraph is taken from the “RBritish Trades
Journal”:—

“The Minister of Munitions announces that the requirements
of aleohol in the produstion of munitions for the transport and air
services, and for other purposes directly connected with the war,
are increasing to so great an extent that he has appointed an Advisory
Committee to consider the best means to be adopted for securing
adequate supplies of alcohol 1o meet the demand for war purposes
and the essential industrial trades.”

One ton of rum used for industrial aleohol is estimated to save
al Jeast 215 tons of barley or eorn (maize) used in British distilleries
for making such aleohol. We have no figures as to the amount of
alcohol being used in the industries mentioned, but it is spoken of
as fabulous and must amount to millions of gallons. One million
gallons of our aleohol made from sugar cane molasses would save
over 1¢.000 tons of grain valuable for human food.

e e e
TICK ERADICATION.
EXTRACT REPORT OF R. C. SOMERVILLE, INSTRUCTOR FOR
WESTMORELAND.

A demonstration on tick eradication was held at Liandillo Pen
on Friday, 23rd February. It was largely attended by the large
pen-keepers. It was the second of its kind held in this parish.

Four hundred head of cattle were sprayedin alittle over an hour
and a quarter.

The purchase of this eylinder spray was a result of Mr. Clarke’s
atiendance at Knockalva pen last year, when a similar demonstration
was given. (JOURNAL for August 1916).

The erection of four machines has been 2 result of the last de-
monstration. 1 am hoping that a greal many machines will be put
up as a result of this one. ’

Two gentlemen, Messrs. Kirkham and F. L. Clarke, are about
to build dipping tanks. o

The Coopers Dip for this demonsiration was provided free by
D. Henderson & Co., Kingston.

Ticx RESISTANT CATTLE.

A Queensland breeder of cattle has for some time been holding
that he has accomplished what he set out Lo do seven years before,
viz., the breeding of tick-resistani cattle. We here know that Indian
cattle with their smooth tough hides are very little subject to the
attacks of ticks, while the British breeds with their hairy coats are very -
subject to tick infestation. The breeder mentioned, however, is not
grading up crosses of Indian and British breeds of cattle, but holds
that his cattle of all breeds are naturally protected by his system of
breeding, and that this protecing agency can be communicated by
vaccination. The Scientific Officers of the Stoek Department of the
Department of Agriculture, Queensland, have not in the meantime
acknowledged the breedetr’s claims.‘ . e -

*

3



136 THE JOURNAL OF THE

In the United States more than 429 of the territory originally
infested with the cattle tick, has now been freed from the pest and
released from quarantine, and further reductions in the guarantined
area are expected in the course of this year as free from ticks,

We require steady effort here by everyone to enable us to get
the tick pest under control. We are only slowly advancing but still
we are going quicker than before.

CITRUS CANKER—

A NEW DISEASE.

A recent notice in the Jamaica Gazetle announced the fact that
citrus stock could no longer be permitted entry into Jamaica. By
advertisement, also, persons who had recenily done any importation
were requested to communicate the fact to the Department of Agri-
cutlure. All this on account of Citrus Canker!

What is Citrus Canker? It is a bacterial or germ disease due to
bacterium citri.

Where does it exist? 1t exists in Japan, Philippine Islands, China,
South Africa, Australia, Java, Singapore, and now in the eitrus growing
states of US.A.

When did it reach U.S.A.2 1t was introduced on citrus stock
into U.S.A., presumably from Japan. It was noticed in Florida in
1912, but no action was taken till 1913 as this new disease was confused
with a former known disease—*‘Sour Scab.”

Is Citrus Canker a serious disease? Yes, a well known authority
in Florida says of it: “For those who have seen the destruction
wrought by citrus canker in its advanced stages the conviction has
been unvoidable that the disease will, if not eradicated, completely
ruin the grapefruit, lime and orange industries of Florida and
seriously interfere with the successful production of other citrus fruits.
On trees where the infection is of a few months standing all fruits
are infected and all infected fruits are CULLS of the poorest sort, entirely
unmarketable. A tree which cannot produce marketable fruit is of
course worthless and even if the disease did not destroy the tree itself
the loss to the grower would be complete. Aside from the ruin of the
fruit however infected leaves drop prematurely, weakening the tree
and even killing it in time. ”

Is there any known remedy? No. Various claims have been
made for so-called “Canker Cures,” but no satisfactory remedy has
yet been devised,

What then is being done? The infected trees are located by bands
of trajned field inspectors—Florida alone has nearly 400—and are
immediately burnt to the ground by means of a spray of crude oil.
The ground is also treated with 2% solution of Formalin. Florida
up till December had destroved by fire upwards of 350,000 nursery
and grove trees but by the extreme care and watehfulness of the
Ingpectors the situation is now well in hand.

- Whai i3 this work costing U.S.A.2 The agpropﬁation by Congress

at Washington for 1915-16 was $300,000 and for 1916-17 $250,000—
this irrespective of funds being expended by State authorities and
%}té-uz associations and growers. All to save the citrus industry of

The {ollowing is taken from the ‘‘Florida Grower” :—

In an article in the 1916 Yearbook of the Department of Agriculture
Dr. K. F. Kellerman points out that the inspection and eradication



JAMAICA AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY. 187

werk which has been in progress for the last twoe years, while expensive
in nke]f has yielded encouraging results, und that this disease is so
ious a menace that the cost_ m n‘ba'inu it is smiall in proportion
i the value of the property
Citrus canker is n
s of all known ple
creial valucs. Moxe draktw
fighling it than are reqmr
are infected trees destroyed
s ayed with o forn
o this with apparently heslthy trees hbourhood of those
infected. The nspectors who de ¢ work are required lo wear
w costume which can be thoroughly disinfected before and after visiting
cach citrus grove.  All the apy us taken into citrus groves, such
os 01l cans and pumps, must ¢ i
Work of this character

I). the Uniled States Dep:
ablqma, Texas, L

the most con-
f com-

ca
ground u'_lder the
also advisable to

arvted on co- -operatively
ulture and the States of

2tian }v'mk should begin immediately
Any owner who has reason to
should close them Lo all visitors
other groves. When-
State e alist to ascertain de-
Il no specialist is
be 'ckwd off, wrapped in paper,
sealed i a hex nvelop 'qr(lec( either to the State autho-
rities or to the United States Deparimept of Agriculture. 'The owner
should thoroughly wash his hunds | na disinfectant solution after picking
these leaves,

In a majority of cases the ase nrf ects tirst the leaves. It causes
reddish-brown spots raised siightly above the level of the healthy
surface and frequently surrounded by a rather indistinct, narrow,
vellowish zone. Lefore breaking through the leaf surface, the cankers
are smooth and almost waxy but uitorward\ have a Lorky appearance.

- 10 e
WASTE .

5 exi
and should see that neitlier he 1o
ever possible, he should send for
finitely w theiher the treu
available a few infecied les

In previous JOURNALS over different ycars, we have referred
w forms of waste in Jaimnaica which occur to a very great extent, and
as the years go on, to a more deplorable extent. We do not mean that
there is more waste from year to year, but each year there is greater
need to prevent waste, and there never has bem more need than the
present time when there is necessity to m!u@ all the food, both vegeiable
and animal, as econamically as we can, and save waste in every direction

In the JOURNAL for October 1915, there was an article on the
Jtilization of waste, which referred {0 a subject that has been several
times before the Board of Management of this Seciety without our
aver being able to do amthing to stop the waste, although we have tried.
The article dealt with the wasle of blood and bones at the Kingston
Slaughter House. 1In addition to this, there is of course a slaughter
aouse in each large town, and there are thousands of cows, pigs and
zoats slaughtered all over the Island where the biood is simply allowed
-0 soak into the ground, when it could be caught in buckets, boiled down
ind used for feeding pigs and poultry, and even at the worst, could be
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used for manure. We noticed a place in the country not long ago
where a beast was slaughtered every Friday night or Saturday morning
a little bit back {rom the road in an open space among coffee bushes.
these coffee bushe: were growing tall and rank; they had too much
manure. We recommended the man to take ofl a foot of the blood-
sonked soil and use it as manure and then throw fresh earth in the
space.
This is only one instance of the tremendous waste that goes on.
The biggest waste, however, 15 in the Kingston Slaughter House where
the blood is not utilized. We ourselves do utilize some, as we get a
couple of kerosine tins ful! occasionally, boil it down, and pass it over
an iron plate until it forms blond meal, and this we use in poultry food.
We think il the greatest pity, however, that the blood and bones
al the various slaughter houses are not used commercially, especially
the blood.

In the article referred Lo, it was computed that there were 2,240
gallons of blood per month waste:d, or abeut 36 tons of dried blood
per annum. Furthermore, there is anather loss at the slaughter houses,
and this is the contents of the beasts’ stomachs -a kind of pre-digested
food, which if dried would form a useful adjunci to stock foods.

RABB

ITS.

Rabbits are very healthy animals if they get a chance at all.

There is, however, a great mortality here, especially in wet weather,
owing 1o the poor houses the rabbits are kept in, yet it isso easy to make
a house dry and comfortable. Rabbits cannot stand exposure to wet,
especially when confined, and “the worst form of exposure is a leaky
house.
Another cause of mortality is the feeding of green stuff in a wet
state. When it is raining, the green food thalis to be fed in the morning
should be cut. at night, and put under cover to dry, and that which is
to be fed in the evening should be cut in the morning,.

In these days we should look round to see what waste can be
wilised and there is always much waste on the average small holding.
The other day we saw hundreds of litlle “tails” of sweet potatoes
ying wasting in a small field that was being dug up; these should have
seen lifted and fed to the rabbits, or boiled and fed to the fowls.

In these days of scarcity of food, the cheapest and quickest animal
ood to raise is rabbits. We have had paragraphs on how quickly
hey can increase, but unfortunately, many of those who try to keep
.lot, do not extend their accommodation as the young rabbits increase,
ut crowd a large number together, and crowding is a sure source of
ickness and death. We know rabbit keepers who never seem to
ave much “luck” as they call it, with their rabbits. The does have

or 7 young ones at a iime; sometimes these all die, or they only

aise one or two in the lot. This is mostly due to bad treatment in
ame way, poor feeding, overcrowding or in-breeding. Great care
hould be taken not to let close relations breed together. No males
aould be kept constantly running with the females, and even with the
oung ones, the sexes should be separated when they are say three
ronths old. .

The most prolific variety of rabbits is theBelgian Hare, the word
1are’ being a misnomer; the animal is really a rabbit.

If fed well and cared well for otherwise with no in-breeding,
sigians and their cresses usually have large families.
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LACK OF LAND

There has been (3"~“ucx.1bXe alk about lack of land for caltiva-
1t at some meelings of our
slutions sent in, asking
e not eullive awing
no doubt that some
ings, and no large
sern St Elizabeth
sels uw an excepiion. Some years
fully, and we found after all,
Ve found that very few
a uuu'/eu ai} their lund.  Some-.
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‘Ln‘aw had s eral acres of their

- e stretches of
re, nol under
s o any economic
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tion,
Br anch éocxeue
the Government to (omp(; rge proj
their land, to throw it open for rental. T}
districts, with a large population, very
proprietors renting “nds are co
is such a distriet, but stich disu
2g0 we went into the same s siabject pr
ﬂ}df the utilization of lang was rel
small selllers with over 10 acres of
times at a Braneh Meeting. the v
and their desire for more land 10
own lying negleeted. At ¥ 7
land belonging to lwge 1
woodland, but simply ander bush, 104 belng wtilize
purpose. But the man driving along the highway
hazy deductions from what he “thinks he secs. It si also be remem-
bered that a good many large proprictors throw ap land occasionally
to grow up in bush, so that pimento {rees may grow up, and pimento
is a crop of value. There are other prop:ietors who allow woodland
to grow up for the produ ction of goud timber trees like cedar, mahoe,
mahogary, etc., and such trees are vaduabie for the (ommumty Where
land is on rocky hillsi > production of woodland serves
purpose, for it conserves all. The Government have large siretches
)f mountain woodland, and there is always an agiiution for these
ands to be sold. We have sald more than once, that we deprecate
iy attempt to clear mountuin woodland, At the same tlime, these
Crown Lands have often beaumuiful feriic va which could be sold
if roads were opened up into L}‘em, bui ¢ ne who is interested
m the future welfare of the Istand, shouid pw out of count, altogether,
any proposal to clear the fo un the stecper hillsides and mountain
sops. Semetimes the cry for land arises because small settiers with limite
2d lands have grown crops on their }dnd 80 \mg and with such little
judgment, that it is what they call “worn out. Yet they have not
troubled to save and apply manure to the land But we know of
a0ldings of 10 to 20 acres that have heen under crops for over 20
years, continuously, and they are as good as ever. Some of the hold-
ngs in Manchester which won prues in our Prize Holdm rs Competition,
we of this type. [t has been the constant aim of the owners not
only to keep up feriility, but o add to if, by the keeping of stock,
:he saving of manure, and the constant application of this manure
0 the land. In other parts we know of steeps hillsides where there
1as never been a trench, never a (.] pit, 1o save the valuable surfuce
50il which s being constantly washed away by heavy rains down into
she streams and so carried off to the sea.  We asked our Agricultural
Instructors if at every meeting where the sub]em was brought up,
1 list, could be taker of those who spoke of lack of land, to find out
whether what land the speakers had, bad been utilized. In a gcod
nany cases there was real lack of Ia-lc and no opportunity to get
nore, such as we have mentioned in Southern St, B lizabeth, while
n other parts the man with say 20 acres of land hzd a good many
«cres not utilized. We noticed that at a Meeting at which the subject
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was discussed, one small settler got up and said that he had 10 acpes
of land, five of a family in addition to his wife and himself, and he
had only bought foodstuffs outside of his holding to a small extent,
such as were not produced in the country, and that he was usually
able to sell plenty of provisions 1o others. One of our Instructors
wrote us, that his attention had been called to a man in St. Mary
who had 30 acres of uncultivated land and vet paid £9 a year rent for
other land to cultivate. Well if he liked to save his own land for the
future so long as he figured he could make money -on rented land,
and get the land he might be pretty long-headed.

The subject, however, is a most important one in these times,
and it is a pily that anyone who has the will, the energy and the know-
ledge to cultivate should be without land to raise food crops.

P
SEEDS AND PLANTS"

We are amazed that there should be anyone living in Jamaica
capable of saying and writing in the year 1917, “that this Society
and its Instructors should be the medium of distribution and exchange
of seeds and plants,” as if this was not or ever had been an actual
parl of the activities of the Agricultural Society’s organization for
many years, growing all the time as the years went on. Articles
in the Agricultural JOURNAL, have referred to these activities; in the
Secretary’s Half-Yearly Reports these efforts have been recorded
simply; in the Statement of Accounts of the Society, the amounts
for such planters conveniences have been detailed; the Reports
of Branch Society Meetings which are published regularly in the
newspapers have mentioned their connection with this part of our
business. Our accounts show that in 1913-14 (to take a pre-war year)
we had a turn-over of over £1,000 in seeds and plants; in 1915-16
about the same. In the year 1916-17 we have had more than that.
But this only represents value for what actually was received and
stocked in the Office and despatched. It would not be businesslike
for instance to gel yam heads from Hanover and ship them back
half way, say o Santa Cruz, or gel seed corn from St. Ann and then
send it back there. The office is the medium of supply as often by
reference as direct. The Agricultural Instructors are constantly
cngaged as 2 medium of supply, exchange from district to district, and
of distribution. Thus what is scarce in one district but plentiful
in another can be su{)plied from one to the other. This refers also
to a smaller degree to live stoek.

The Reports of the Agricultural Instructors simply mention
these efforts as an ordinary part of their work; they are not as a rule
dwelt upon except something special is happening. Such reports
are not published any more than reports of any other branch of the
work; it is all ordinary and everyday to us.

At the time of writing, one of these special Reports has been
-eceived by the Secretary, which as it deals with a special effort, as
in experiment, we will publish.

One of our Ag‘ricu?tural Instructors has recently written us as
ollows:—

“There is tremendous planting activity going on in the parish.”

This also applies to nearly every parish; in fact we might say
~ averv narish and nearlv all districts in thece narishes with mmg
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Planting Food Crope and Drought—

There was a rumour .current in one parish that Mr. Mazxwell
Hall, the Meteorologist, had predicted a period of dry weather from
April to September, and the Agricultural Instruetor for the parish
had considerable difficulty in persuading the people to on with
their planting operations. A good many are always easily deterred
or depressed and seem to seize at every opportunity for excuse to stop
applying themselves to work. We wrote Mr. Maxwell Hall on the
subject, and he very courteously replied as follows:-

*‘1 shall be glad if you will have the report about a drought from
April to September contradicted. I have never said nor suggested
anything of the kind, much less written. On the contrary, 1 have
encouraged the settlers all round me here to cultivate largely, as
prices and seasons were likely to be good ; and the settlers have done so.”

o e ) e
HORSE BREEDING.

We hope pen-keepers interested in the breeding of horse stock
are not forgetting what has been written aboul the supply of horses
for the United States Government in the Canal Zone.

The type of horse wanted was referred to in the JOURNAL for
October. 1916, page 393, and February, 1917, page 49. It is type
more than breed that is wanted.

The ordinary type of thorough-bred which is here, the leggy
and slim type, is not what is wanted. What is required is a stout
type with plenty of hone and substance, and not under 14.2, preferably
lz}rlger, so long as the largeness is not merely height due to length
of leg.

A blend of hackney would probably prove suitable, but there
is not much of the blocd left in the island from the Huckney stallions
that were imported years ago; still there are mares with Hackney
blood to be found and they should be ,carefully preserved. The
Hackney stallion gives trotting action which is much wanted; and also
substance. Although half-bred hackney mares might probably be
best to breed from, still falling this, the use of half-bred Hackney
stallions, if they proved to be prepotent, would probably give satis-
factory colts in most cases.

Mr. Lagarde thinks the American Quarter Horse of the Southern
States is the right type, and he has recently paid a visit to a large
farm in Texas where this breed—for the Quarter Horse is a breed—
has been specialised on, and where large numbers are bred. The
Quarter Horse is mostly thoroughbred, but of a stout and hardy type,
of good bone and substance, reserved for generations under natural
conditions until it has many of the qualities the Arab is prized for,
bone, hardiness and endurance; but is a larger and faster horse. Ar-
rangements could easily be made for importing mares of this breed at
a very moderate price. It would be an experiment worth trying.

Phe following is a letter from the General Commanding the
United States Troops in the Canal Zone, which was received here
through His Majesty’s Minister at Panama, in response to the enquiry
of the Society, relative to the possibility of horses and mules being
bought in Jamaica for the Forces under his command :—

» “I can in no way bind my Government to purchase animals until I get the
definite authority upon my requisition stating what we need.

The purchases that I have made {rom Jamaica were more in the line of experi-
mentation, because I had entertained the idea that a small compact pony that can -
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Panama, Canal Zone.

In the Un

od T dom sugar is scarce and dear, ranging from
5d. to 6d. per lb. The price iz bad enough, but when the
supplies are re ted so that housewives cannot get it at the shops,
or have to wait a long time for their turn to get a ‘small supply, while
households with children remain bare of sugar for days, it can be
realized what this one item alone means. There are other items
quite as bad, even worse, such as milk. We here cannot help with
milk—ve are badly enou qh ofl ourselves—but we can help with sugar.
Owing to ihe profibition of the export of rum, the Jarge factories in
Vere in the parish of Clerendon which last year bought small settlers
syrup and suger, sre not doing so at present, except perhaps one.
Small settlers and smesll planters in middle and upper Clarendon
(many of the latter having planted cane lant vear who mever grew
it before), are having large crops this vear. all started making tin
sugar to utilize (heir cane. their sugar wovld scou overttock the local
market. The price is likely to he so very low later on that such sugar will
not pay to make. In North Marchester and Upper Trelawny, a
sugar is made which is usually marketed in Mandeville; this is called
“Head sugar.”” It consists of little round blocks welghmg auythmg
from & 1b. to 143 Ibs. dcmrdmg to the pnc.e in the market. Chnstiana
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Branch sent as a War Gift through us, last year, a ton and a half
of this ‘head’ sugar, for use in the Military Hospitals, where it was
very much appreciated. It is not usually a commercial product,
but in these times it seems a great pity and not businesslike for us
to have sugar cane anywhere likely to go to waste when a useful pro-
duet could be made from it, which would be- in these times—appre-
ciated in the households in the United Kingdom. It may not be
realished for tea and coflee, but il not, it ean be used for other sweeten-
ing purposes, such as in making (‘.ake\ puddings, ete., and it can
also be used in making confectionaries. At any rate we are arranging
1o (r]naixe a trial shipment of 'Head' sugar in order to see what can
be done

CUBA

The following is taken from a letler from a correspondent in
Cuba, who was for some years in Jamaica:--

“There is a man here who is Manager of one of the big ¢itrus groves, and he
wants me to get him a few quarts of *“Macea” (or Thern) seed from Jamaiea. He
wants to plant the seed to form a fence.”  (He then goes on to describe the kind of
‘Macea’ he wants).

“The Manager of the Company here, would like to get some of your hybridized
corn as he wants to portion it out among his tohaeco growers, of whom he has soma
200. It is a great tobacco district round here. [ should also like some corn too.
I brought some of vours with me and planted it. and it was a sight to see it beside
the Cuban corn.

“There should be good money in Jamaica for the man who handles his citrus
fruit properly. There is one big grove here that has had $80,000 spent on it and
the greatest return it has given in one vear after 10 years growth is $500 Another
grove hag had $55,000 spent on it and after 8 years it is not even paying the eost
of the fertitizer. I wonder what sort of crops the orange and grapefruit trees in your
parish of Manchester would give, if they were pruned, worked round 2nd bad 10mbs.
of fertilizer put to earch tree. 1 think they would yield several thousands of oranges
and grapefruit to each tree.”

We do not quite follow the argqument. If groves in Cuba cannot
pay with so much money spent on them, how should ours pay with
so little spent on them—often nothing. We certainly believe, however,
that if we could depend upon regular shipping facilities and open
markets in the United States, Canada and the United Kingdom,
citrus groves here ought to be a paying proposition. There is, however,
always an “if.” Our difficulty bas been and still is, a suitable market
to run 6 month of the year.—E

WAR GIFTS FROM JAMAICA.

FORTY-FOURTH SHIPMENT,

The following War Gifts have heen contributed and shipped to the United
Kingdom per the Jamaica Agricultural Seciety, during the fortnight endmg Mareh
26th, 1917:—

Donor & Address. Gift. Destination.
Spanish Town Branch, (73 Garments (Balaclava 7 Q.M. N.G.
Jamaica Patriotic Helpers caps, socks, ete.)
per Mrs. F, E. Taylor, 36 Hospital Bags
Spanish Town 8 Plilows
Mandeville Ladies’ Working 100 Garments, Pillows, ete. do
Association, per Mrs. W.

W. Wynne, Mandevﬂ\e
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Mrs. Cumminz, Kingston 24 Garments Belgian Relief Funds
Wolmer's High School,Per 67 Garments, ete. do

Miss K. 1. How son.

Kingston
St. Thomas- Ye-Vale Red 381 Garments Mrs. Craig’s Hospital,

Cross Guild, per Mrs.
MePhail, Bog Walk

The Misses Co ¢, Castle 424 Banda v other Dumbartor, Scotland
Cupdall, Ladie-tmith. Hrpital comfons British Red € oss Society,
Nixon, Taylor, Rhodes, Londoen
Hitching. Emery & Mrs. N

ltangrirm. per Mrs Rhode |

1 Rugre Lady Smith Dorrien, 21
Faton Place, London

W Hospi

Camp .
Mandeville Ladies™ Wtk
sociation, per M .
W. W. Wynne, Mandeville
Mrs. Wynne. Mandeville e

53

s (rapefruit 212 Military Hospital, Nor-
. hury, 8.W.
do 8 hoxes Grapelruit ‘War Hospital, Dundee

POULTRY NOTES.

boultry in considerable numbers,

The problem this year with those who raise
will be to feed them. Unless where numercus horsos and mules are being fed, and a
large number of fowls van almost pick up their owp living, it will not anly be difficult
10 feed fowls with any profit, but ¢ wiil really Le diticulu to find suitable feeding
atall. The heavy raios irom August 10 December provented corn from being planted
on tbe heavier soils, and caured very short crops on the red <oils and other ligbt soils,
while at any rate, not so0 much was plimted usual—espeerally in St. Elizabeth,
usually a large producer—owing o the large number of men who found ready employ-
ment and good money in chipping logwood on aceount of the logwood boom. ~ Country
rorn wus 8- a bushel, when it ustaily is less than hulf that priee, and it can hardly
be got in any quantity av all at the time of writing.  As a yule country people are
much better oft than town people for {eeding fowls ecenemically, but this year pro-
bably the towns people have the edvantage- ot lecst those in the larger towns,
There ig a fairly cheap native product that ought io be used more, and that is rice
bran, which can be purchased in Westmoreland where there are two rice factories,
It comes to about half the cost of wheat brun according to the distance from the
factory. It is perhaps not quite as useful « food for dairy cows as wheat bran, but
it is quite an efficient food as purt of {he ration for fo Wheat bran alone cannot
be used for fowls, as it 18 ino cearse ard bursh, but it & ellent for mixirg with
other soft stareby focds ard soe makes 2 more complete diet.  We have used rice bran
for several years succes-{ully in {fecding poultry wrd chickens,  We intended ourselves
nurmher of chickeus this season in order to have plenty of pullets
in the year, for egg luying, hut we have had to change our ideas
ding.  We are trying to get along without any grain at all.

to select from lat
owing to the diffieuity of fo
In the morning the fowls are fed with the waste from the kitchen, such as the peelinga
of yams, polatces and cho-chos. These peelings are pm in » kerosine pan on the
fire at night when the fire is still het, and eliowed to stew during the night. Mixed
with rice bran this makes an cxcellent morning feed {or lowls. Where our fowls
are confined (such as the breeding pens® they have a scrateh heap consisting of sweep-

ings of all kinds, cow munure and horsc manure, to seratch in, and a small portion
of a duck ants nest each duy when we et such.

In the evening for lnrk of grain, we feed the rice bran dry mixed with coconut
‘meul which is the *“trash’ left after makirg coconut oil or butter. Everyone should
try and make this usefu! product and stop buying imported cotton seed oil, and
everyone would find the coconut meal of great value for feeding poultry. We do
not know yet how this will work in the long run. as of course nothing can properly
supersede hard grain in the evening.

Chickens are fed in quite the same way, with the addition of a little native
grown brown rice which was bought in Wesimoreland. Boiled green bananas mixed
with the rice bran make 2 good {oed for fowls, but bananas are very scarce at present.
and unless on a plantation, we are afraid they will not be very plentiful and cheap
this year. It is great waste to feed the whole coconut to fowls, as is so often done,
looking to the price of cooking oils and fats. R .

. .

Poultrv keeners should remember to put a little pinck of Permanganate of
ganate
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of Potash is to put a teaspooniul of the crystals in a_quart bottle, fill up with water
and use as 2 stucl} solutwn.* The drinking water should be just a rosy pink.
- * H [

A correspondent asked us why when his chickens baiched they should have
difficulty in getting through the tough parchment skin inside the shell, and sometimes
had bits of this skin adhering to them. .

This is guite common in chicks brought out in an incubutor, but not in hens
hatched chickens. It is due to the eggs being kept wo dry. Probably the sitting
hen was set in a dry place and the eggs have not bad enough moisture. Probably
the hen was set up in a box with the breeze blowing below the eggs which dried the
eggs too much, The best way to set the hen is on the earth, but where this
cannot be done—on account of dogs, rats, ants and other pests, and where the hen
does not come off or is not taken off v in the morning and brushes herself with dew,
or getsa roll on the damp earth -z little hot water should be sprinkled round the
nest occasionally during the process of incubation, but especially on the seventeenth
and eighteenth days. Remember that in nature such hirds as make their nests on the
ground come off early in the morning and get drenched with dew, and often while
in their nests get :irenched \:’ith rain, z:nd as 4 rule they make excellent hatches.

. w * *

Where poultry are infested with insects there is always one good insecticide
to be gol if the regular specifics cannot be had, and that is sulphur. A good dusting
with sulphur will make the hens body and feathers ohjectionable t5 insects. Every
hen, however, should have opportunity to take a dust bath. Some dry earth mixed
with wood-ashes and a handful of sulphur, should be kept in some dry c¢orner. Com-
mereial insect powder of course is much more effective, but is not always on hand
nor can easily be got in the country parts. As a preventive Jackass Rope cut fine
and mixed with the straw of the nesi is very safe and effective. Sitting hens troubled
with fowl lice should be saturated with Paranaph solution. Paranaph is made
at the Government Laboratory, (as we have often explained) and is simply a kerosine
emulsion with the addition of Naphthalene. It is sold in a form like soft soap, and
is usefui for spraying animals. It is difficult 1o saturate a fowl except with aspray
pump, a¢ it is not sufficient simply to wet the outer feathers; the under feathers
and the skin must be soaked. However, if after a thorough dipping the fowl looks
very hedraggled and miserable, it will be found that she will soon recover. Wash-
ing or dipping should always be donre in the day time so that the hen may run in
the sun for a time to get dried. If she is a setting hen, the ezgs will not be harmed
through an hours’ cooling or through the hen going on the nest wet.

Those interested in poultry should remember that one of the most useful pastes
to keep on hand for killing insects on fowls, or small stock in general, is the kerosine,
lard and sulphur paste. We huve often described how this paste is made. Take
two tablespoonfuls of lard, one dessertspoonful of kerosine, and thicken to the con-
<isteney -of a paste with sulphur. If rubbed on the back of the neck, undertieath
the wings and on the rump of the fowls it will clear off insects of any kind.

* B - x S *

At u village in Wales, a small owner stated to the Military Tribunal that from
his 200 fowls he supplied a nearby market with 500 eggs weekly. He was asked by
the Chairman of the Tribunal: I <hould like to know the breed of these fowly,”
The appellant for exempsion. replied, ** All kinds.”

This goes to prove that it is the strain more than the brzed, and the man who
is handling them, that are of account.

% A * = « »

Ducks. —Muscovy ducks are very hardy creatures, but because they are hardy
ey are often jmposed upon. They are a very domesticated breed of ducks and
1o not wander much. They do without swimming in water, whereas what are
salled “English” ducks must have water to swim in, or they will go long distances
o find it. But both equally require plenty of water to drink. Where ducks are
ept the supply of water is often too limited and the birds suffer. See thut there
s plenty of water all the time for your ducks.

ST

COMMENTS.

MORE ABOUT PUMPKINS.—I notice thal you had some jokes about
slanting pumpkins in the last JOURNAL. Sume recipes were new,
sut, there are two which you have not given. If the young J)umpkins
irop from the vine vou should beat a dog with them, and the rest
vill hold. Also it is advisable to employ someone who has a hand
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for planting the seeds. When I was at Carmel I had a boy who wag
in great request for planting pumpkins.

But joking aside, it may be news to some of the readers of the
JOURNAL 10 learn that pumpkins can be kept for two or three months.
1f they sre not over-ripe when they are picked, and are handled with
care, they will keep quite well. We have two now, one of which wag
picked at the end of January, and the other about the middle of
February. It is well to know this fact in times like the present, as
pumpkins can bhe stored when they are plentiful for use in the scarce
3eas0ns. )

5. C. ASHTON.
Malvern,
3417

Foop SurpLy.---The Premier of Great DBritain has made the
statement that food prices were not likely to decrease for a long time
after the war inasmuch as Germany—and probably other European
countries—would be heavier purchasers ithan before. This means
that we here can look forward to our imported foods being much
dearer than normal after the war, and therefore we can look forward
to a continuous and large demand for our native grown foodstuffs.

e D e

Hemp (SIFAL OR HENEQUEN).—It seems that early poling, a very
undesirable feature in plants used for the production of hemp, may
be induced by: 1. Cutting immature leaves. 2. Allowing root-
suckers to remain attached to the parent plant. 3. Propagating by
means of ‘“pole-plants’’from old plants that have been regularly cut:
4. Propagating by means of suckers from plants which have poled.

In this industry, as in all pther agricultural undertakings, a great
improvement can be brought about by careful selection of the plants
for propagating purposes. The matter of early poling is one that
should be borne in mind by all hemp growers. It will certainly happen
that some plants will pole before others, and if any are observed to
pole phenomenally early, it would be as well to disregard them as a
source of young plants, otherwise a strain of early-poling plants may
be established.

The average length of lbe cutting period in Yucatan is said to be
12 to 20'years, 10 to 15 years in Cuba, and 6 to 12 years in the Bahamas.

—— 0

THERIPS ON C'0COA.—At a meeting of the Agricultural and Com-
mercial Society of Grenada, the following motion was adopted:—
That it was an unquestionable fact that the inflestation of Thrips on
Cocoa was on the increase in the Island generally, and that the atten-
tion of the Government be directed to it as a serious menace to the
staple industry of the Island. It was recomimended that the assistance
of the Department of Agriculture of Trinidad be invited without
delay, on the ground that that Department has had valuable practical
experience in_carrying out systematic messures of controlling Thrips
under scientific supervision.

While Thrips is present in many plantations of cocoa here, it
cannot yet be stated that it is any serious menace, but at the same
time the Instruetors in cocoa districts are wagching it.

T

CATAPULTR.~ The Instrctor for St. Mary says that the use of the
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Catapult is very common in Si Mary and that a large number of small
birds are thus destroyed by small boys. We called the attention
of the {)ohce to this, but the report is that they have not observed
Catapults being used to any extent in St. Mary.

A correspondent in the mountains of Portland writes: “The
destruction of small birds by school children is far greater than most
people think.”

RicE.~—Rice has been added to qchedule “A" of Law 4 of 1909.

Rlce has become an xmportant product in Westmoreland. Now the

**Authorized Persons” in that district can deal with anyone whom
they suspect'to be in unlawful posz,essmn of rice.

CuBa.—We have lead the ﬁrqt two copies of a new JOURNAL
issued in Cuha, called *“Agriculture.” It is very well got up indeed.
The following i I the Preface.

“The object oI this munthly circular is to keep the a.gncultuml people of Cuba
in closer touch with the actual progress of practical agriculture. The attempt at
Agricultural Extension (Vulgarization) in the province of Pinar del Rio is showing
that the Cuban farmer needs to be kept in closer touch with what is goiug on in the
agricultural world in and outside of the Island.

It is the object of this Department to [ucilitate in every way possible practical
agriculture; to bring the farmers in closer touch with each other and in more intimate
terms with the questions, production and economy which eall for daily solution.

THE DIVERSIFICATION OF CROPS IS THE SECRET OF NATIONAL PROSPERITY &ND
SOLIDITY. We are pre-eminently an agriculiurai country, and our prosperity
depends on our ability to compete agriculturally with the countries which are
competitors in the growing and selling of agricultural products.

Cuba buys most of the necessities of life; it 1s not a question of eating less, but
one of growing more of those necessities ourselves, and growing them cheaper than
‘we can import them.

This calls for the introduction of new crops in our Vegas; the practice of economy
in the production of agricultural crops in general, and at the same time increasing
the production of our standard erops per given area.

The European war has further complicated the means of existence with ita
:onsequent advantages and disadvantages. Necessities are at a premium, "wages
are high, and labour is scarce.

The farmer receives good prices for his products; it now behoves us to produce
more of our {ood stuffs in the cheapest possible manner. The introduction of labour
saving machinery on the farm. and the practice of modern cultural methods will
2elp to bring Cuba high up in the list of producing countries.

This Bulletin shull be dedicated entirely to agricultural extension and rural
ndustries, publishing each month such articles and notes as shall result from actual
:xperience and processes, written in a plain simple manper. Technical treatises
mnay be reserved for publishing in Special Bulletins.”

e 1 e
ScHOOL CHILDRENS COMPETITION.—The final results of {his
Competition in growing Red Kidney Beans from the seeds supplied
»y us free to school children, have been long delayed, as owing to the
Irought setting in in December a great many could not plant, and
though they received the seeds they were obliged to hold them
wer. However, lots are coming in more freely now (March), and

ve shall judge the Competition in Aprll

‘WOODPECKERS.—*'A careful survey ]eads us to the dlscovery
hat when his sins are balanced against his merits, the scale unhesitat-
uglﬁ dips in favour of the good points in the woodpecker’s character.

thout his aid the damage caused by insects, and especially beetles,
> growing timber would be increased manifold; and it would be ill,
1 view of thaese services, to grudge him house—room. ar to remember
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against him the damage he himself causes, mainly in his quest for the
real destrovers. Rather it would be wise for proprietor and forester
to encourage the increase and spread of woodpeckers, regarding their
prospecting bores less as malicious mischief than as wounds after the
nature of thase of the surgeon who cuts to cure.”

The above is Irom an article in Chamber’s Journal. This Society
has pressed for an investigation into the habits of our woodpeckers
and we understand it will be arranged that the Government Entomo-
logist will before long start study of the bird and its dietary in
locations where the woudpecker is common and frequents cocoa planta-
tions.

- 0= -
Cocoa. 'The following appeared in the “Jamaica Gazette™ of

19th March: -
Colonial Secretary’s Office,
No. 132. Jamaica, 19th March, 1917.

With reference to the forepoing Proclamation by the Governor
of this day's date, it is hereby natified, for general information, that the
Hecretary of State for the Colonies has mtimated by telegraph that
importations of cocoa Lo the United Kingdom from each British
Cclony in the year beginning 22rd February. 1917, are restricted to
cre-half of similar exports in the previous vear. and has directed
thao in order 1o effect this as fairly as possible the exportation of
ceeou to the United Kingdom from Jamaica, except under licensc
grunted by this Government, should be prohibited at once and arrange-
ments made for allocuting hicenses to exporters on an equilable basis
within the limits mentioned zbove. The Secrelary of State has further
intimated that when these instructions have been carried out a general
license will be issued in the United Kingdom permitting the importation
of cocea exported under license granted by the Colonial Government.

The total amount of cocoa exported from Jamaica during the
period of 12 months ending 23rd February, 1917, was about 38,000
ewt. and licenses for the exportation of not more than 19,000 cwt.
will accordingly be issued by the Government.

Shippers who desite to export cocoa should therefore lodge re-
quisitions for licenses with the Collector General between the date
of this Notice and the end of the current month. .

By command,
ROBT. JOHNSTONE,
Acting Colonial Secretary

We must bear in mind that from soon after the war hroke out,
and up lo very lately. so far as a good many of our products are con-
cerned we have been well ofl here, with a large demand and high prices.
This seemed rather surprising to us at first, especially in the case of
cocoa and coffee, because Germany was one of the largest importers
and we expected a considerable falling off in the demand. But after-
wards it was known that Holland had to a very greal extent increased
her imports, and that she was slyly making money by sending these
to Germany. This, however, has been stopped, (at least nearly so)
and so much cocoa poing into the United Kingdom has caused large
stocks to be held there. We are now allowed only to export half of
what we exported last year. We do not know yet.whether this applies
to other than British Colonies also or whether the prohibition as
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BrooM CORN.-—In 1907 we sent out Broom Corn for experiment
especially in the so called drought-stricken districts, with the object
of establishing 2 small home industry in the making of brooms. We
were not successful, however, in getting more than a few experimental
plots grown. Broom Corn belongs to the same family as Guinea Corn,
and withstands drought. Small experiments are still going on, and
the following notes are from A. Leo. Giscombe, Teacher of Jackson
School (St. Mary):-

“ With regard to the growing of Broom Corn in my School Garden
1 pianted on 26th October, 1916. The plants grew healthily and quickly
to a height of 11 ft., then flowerced beautifully in January, 1917,
T planted 2, 3 and 4 ‘grains in each hole on specially prepared land
2 x 214 {t. in the row. A closer distance can be used effectively. 1
had my beds well prepared before planting. The plants are very
much admired here and should be largely grown., The parent Society
ought to encourage a factory for broom-making, so that this valuable
corn may not be wasted.

LocwooD.—-With reference further to our article published on
page 57 of the February JOURNAL, dealing with the introduction of
logwood seed from British Honduras in 1897, another of those growers
who received and planted seed has writlen us on the subject. He
states that the variety he got was Tinta Maria or yellow dye. The
plants that came up from the seed were quite different from any others;
ihey were white stemmed like cabbage seedlings; the cross is white
on one side of stem and purple on the other. Ordinary Jamaica log-
wood comes up with a dark purple steni. He planted seed in 1897
and chipped some of the trees 5 or 6 years ago. It is not, however,
round here, as it is deseribed to grow in British Honduras, but guttered
like our own logwood. He kept one or two trees for seed and has
tested them, and they mostly all come true, i.e., white. He has been
planting seed all over the place but they seem delicate and worms
destroy a lot. ’ ’

10 8= - .

PrANUTS.—This product is sold about the sireets of Kingston
at 4d. a quart, roasted. In the United States roasted peamits are
exceedingly popular. Peanuts are highly nutritious, and when
eaten in the roasted state are more palatable and digestible than
when eaten raw, Practically all the peanuts used in Jamaica are
imported. The report of the Agricultural Deparfment of St. Vincent
in referenee to Ground Nuts, says:

“Ground nut cultivation continued to extend. The exports of
dried unshelled nuts in 1914 amounted 1o 5,781 bushels valued at
£1,446, whereas in 1915 the exports totalled 10,386 bushels valued
at £2,636. The chief market for the product was Trinidad. The
best results with new varieties have been obtained at Spring Estate.
Here the owner, who is alarge grower, found that the ‘Virginia Bunch’
variety gave the best all-round results. It was superior in the size
of nut and bearing to the local variety, but the weight of a bushel
was rather less. Prices were satisfactory throughout the year.”

* * = = *

We could with a minimum of effort easily do likewise, and besides
could get enough waste in small nuts and in those overlooked in reaping
to substantially help the pigs. .
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The peanut is also called pindar, ground nut or earth nut. It is
not really a nut: it s a legume like peas and beans. We have stocked
peanuls for reed over and over again, but there has been litfle demand.
It is not an easy thing 1o grow with the ordinary methods of cultivation
that will produce peas and beans, owing to the way the blossoms set
and the rut i formed ; the soil requires 1o be very soft when this process
takes place. After the plants blossom they turn down and bear the
nut in the earth: hence the name ground nut and earth nut. If the
earth at this time is hard, the blossom eannot dig a hole for itself.
We think that the Scheol Gardens in those districts where the soils
wre light, might try a bed of this useful product. In the JoUrNai,
for October, 1893, there was an article writen on the subject by our then
Government Chemist, Mr. Francis Watls—now Sir Francis Waitts, .
Commissioner of the Imperial Depariment of Agriculture for the
West Indies. If we find much interest in the suhject when this is
read, we shall ye-piiblish this article. the knowledge contained in
which still holds gord. Pesnuts are largely raised in some of the
middle and southern States of the United States of America. A
popular useful oil is expressed from the nut, while the remaining meal
or flour is used in making bread, cakes, biscuits, and also for feeding
dairy cows. Peanut oil is used in coeking, and in soap making, ete.

S T

Prgs.-—Pig feeding is scarce and we shall likely be very short
of pigs by the end of the year. Tt is better to reduce the number of
pigs and feed and care what you have well, than try and keep a large
number half starved or at least short of food. The other day, a small
settler sent for one of our Agricultural Instructors, to advise him
about -his sow which seemed 1o be suffering from fome mysterious
disease. The Instructor called in on passing, and found a very anaemic
animal. He diagnosed the disease as starvation, and said so. The
man was indignant and ealled the boy who was supposed to feed the
pig twice a day. On cross examination it was found that the pig
had not been fed twicea day, 2nd had not got the feeding it was sup-
posed to have got. It ate ravenously the food that was placed before
it and seemed to enjoy it heartily. The pig got feeding and the In-
structor left just as the boy was getting only a portion of what he
justly deserved. '

In cases of anaemic symploms keep a sharp lookout for lice which
constitute & most exhausting pest to dcme:tic animals of all kinde, For
treatment. refer to March JOURNAL, page 91.

FooDsTurrs.—There is no oceasion to be over anxious about the
supply of foodstuffs here, or talk in an alarmingly pessimistic manner
about our position as regards foodstuffs. The occasion for alarm
would only arise if we happened to get severe drought or a hurticane.
The small settlers, who are the usual growers of our foodstuffs, have
responded in nearly every district to a very gratifying extent, and
while a few large proprietors here and there have put in good acreages
of different kinds of foodstuffs—but more especially corn, peas and bean,
and sweet potatoes—we should have liked far more to be done on an
extensive scale. We think the Government might have led the way
in this. In these days no one who is eager and able to cultivate
crops should be without land to do so, and to enable this to be done,
large stretches of idle land especially near towns should be comman-
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deered if necessary. Surely, a scheme could be evolved to tackle the
Praedial Larceny evil with a strong hand. Instead of the Resident
Magitrates giving easy sentences to thieves, and letting far too many
off, they should deal with them severely. Then the services of thieves
and vagrants for putting uncultivated waste lands under crops could
be utilised. This is not a very difficult proposition. Certainly the
Vagrancy Law should be strictly enforced, as most vagrants are pro-
hable thieves. We should have no idle men in these days.

Even if our imports are cut off, while we will probably miss our
usua) variety and some luxuries, we should have sufficient foodstuff
to make us independent of outside supplies so far as simple foods
and actual nourishment are concerned. We must all bear in mind
that we usually export from 12 to 16 million stems of bananas, and
if we need these we can eat them.

It is the risk of hurricane, however, that makes it imperative for
every one with any land available to put in ground crops as an insurance
there should be thousands of acres of sweet potatoes especially, which
grow anywhere, and peas and beans, which grow almost as freely,
and cocoes which are at their best in the enol mountain valleys, to
have foods not only in abundance but sups-abundance.

108

RICE.——We have called particular attention Lo the importance
of the Rice industry in Jamaica for a good many years, but especially
since the war broke cut, by instructive special articles in this JOURNAL.

The Instructor for Westmoreland, Mr. Somerville, has made a
special study of this industry, and written most of the articles at our
request. We have added some notes to the articles, on the economic
importance of utilising the present waste lands under morass in the
growing of rice -one of the most valuable foods for human beings.

The three most important foods we have are (1) wheat flour,
i2) corn meal, (3} rice. Our wheat flour of course is imported; we
cannol grow wheat here commercially, but we certainly should not
import one bag of corn meal, or one bag of rice in ordinary seasons;
there are exceptional seasons when crops fail, and being a smail country
we then have to import to supplement our own supplies.

The development of corn growing is within the powers of the
Society to tackle, and we have tackled it, and very successfully, con-~
sidering the irregular seasons that we have been passing through of
late years. A much better grade of corn has been planted for seed.
better cultivation has been given, better curing, more of it stored,
kept on, while many thousands through our Branch Societies and the
articles in this JOURNAL have realised the importance of possessing
corn mills to grind their own corn into meal for use in their households.
What we have been able to do, however, with regard to the rice
industry, is only Lo call attention to its importance, that we have suitable
lands available for development in growing rice; and we have stocked
seed, so that every one wishing to experiment on a small scale first,
could get seed without trouble. We have also assisted in getting the
bye-product rice bran, popularised as a stock food, by carrying
through experiments in feeding horses, cows, calves, pigs and poulrry,
and stocking it for others to try.

What is called “dry land rice” is rice grown on the same kind of
land as corn is grown, without irrigation. It has only been grown
on a very small scale, but we are glad to say that its cultivation is
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inereasing. Anvone wanting a packet of sced to try (dry land rice)
can have it here.
S SO

Sucanr INDUSTRY. —~ We have made a very great advance in recent
months in our prospects for the development in the Sugar industry
which has been talked about, off and on, for many vears without
any practical results. However, in January, 1916, a public meeting
was held in Kingston under the auspices of this Society, and Vyhl(:h was
well represented from every part of the Island. A special Sugar
Industry Committee was formed, and during the year much valuable
work was done by this Committee in edueating public opinion to the
vital importance of 1he subject, and in getting up the necessary informa-
tion as 1o how large sugar [actories backed by Governments, have
been made practical successes elsewhere. The Governor then inti-
mated that if the Committee desired the services of Sir Francis
Watts, Commissioner of the Imperial Department of Agriculture for
the West Indies,. he would ask the Sccretary of State to authorise
Sir Franeis to visit Jamaica. So, to put matlers on a practical basis
for immediate legislation in this connection, the Special Committee
gladly adopten the suggestion. Sir Francis duly arrived here, has
met with the special Committee, and has given us the aid of his valu-
able practical experience in the organizing and development of the
Sugar Industry in other West India Islands. He has visited different
parts of our lsland, and met the sugsr planters. The result is that
a scheme for the development of the Sugar Industry was put before
the Legislative Council. In addition, Sir Francis has given us
assistanee in other agricultural matiers which required the aid of an
experienced and unblased mind to-deal with.

* * * * *

Our readers may not remember that Sir Francis knows Jamaica
very well, as he was here as Agricultural Chemist in 1900, while, of
course, he has always been in touch with our agriculture since he left,
and especially since he has occupied the position he ix now in. It is
likely that we shal! have his assistance more in the future as adviser,
and probably an annual vigit.

e e

SEED POTATOES.—On the whole, there has been very little grumbl-
ing about the very largely increased price of the seed potatoes imported
for the largest planting seasons of the vear, in March. Planters
realise thai the priee is one of the efiects of war conditions. We are
surprised indeed that potatoes could be imported here at all, owing to
the fact that they are one of the scarcest products at the present
time. In the United Kingdom polatoes were one of the first food-
stuffs on which restrictions as 1o consumption were ordered, and
householders are limited to a certain quantity a week.

o

SEASONS.—The Spring rains which we always expeet about the
15th of March but which were a little delayed, and so made us anxious,
have come, and all over the Island there have been splendid showers
just in time to enable planters to go ahead with confidence and enthu-
siasm. The biggest planting season in the year for almost every
product, is from the 15th of March to the end of April, and we are
confident that if we only have fair seasons theré will be a record pro-
duction of the mest useful crops by the month of August. No one
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need be afraid to plant too much, on the score of the price to be received,
hecause it is certain that there will be restrictions on our imports of
f(md and that we shall have Lo devend largely on what we raise our-
selves, s0 that there will not likely be the competition of the imported
food stuffs as there usually is.

Snows.- ~In spite of the dlfﬁcult tlmes and notwithstanding the
grants for Agricuitural Shows, many of our Dranch Socicties have
missed these shows so much that some huve been determined to hold
local shows of their own, and some have already done so. The Clare-
mont Branch has held periodical shows, the Stewart Town Branch
has held a very successful local show where there was an especially
good display of foodstufls. The May Pen Branch will hold a grain
show znd fair on Thursday, the 27th September, where very substantial
prizes are offered for corn, peas, beans, cassava and sugar. The prize
for the best collection of hreadkind Trom any Branech Society is 40, -.

— 10!

BEEKEEPING.—The prev‘umw price for honey is a record one
for many long years back; good honey is selling locally in the country
at 5/- per gallon, and sometimes more. In addition there has been
a very fine blossoming so thai the bees have been able to store honey
at high pressure. There would have been a record crop for the Island
but for the fact that when the season starled many of the smaller
apiaries were in very bad condifion as « result of the continuous wet
weather from August to November when the bees had no opportunity
in most districts to fly out and so had to consume their own stores
while where these were limited and no feeding was done colonies wer
reduced 10 a large extent. Those apiarists who fed their bees during
this period have had rich reward.

10 - e

EXPORTATION oF HORSE STOCK —~A Gazette notice Of drd Jan-
uary last stated that the exportation of animals, pack, saddle and
draught, suitable, or which may become suitable for use in war, is
prohibited to all ports and destinations in the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Treland, British Possessions and Protectorates.

—— 10!

Branch Societies please note that the new flnancial year of this
Society commences this month (April}, and that affiliation fers and
new lists of members should be sent in as early as possible.

We should also be glad if ail the Brauch Secretaries would send
in a note of their ‘‘Authorized Persons’’ in order to compare this
with the names on our list. Those ‘‘Authorized Persons’’ that are
not acting could thus be struck off.

—_—
BRANCH NOTES.

SOUTHFIELD (St. Elizabeth.) -A meeting of this branch came off on Feb. 16,
1917. Mr. Speid presided. The Instructor, H. W. Lynch, Esq., was present. The
Instrucror gave a very interesting and instructive lecture on the necessity for the
rearing of small stock at present, and the members became more interested in the
subjeet and promised to rear more of these animals on the Hnes thrown out by the
Instructor. The Instructor promised to deal with some very important subjeets
at the next meeting. 'The meeting then adjourned. J. J. MILLER, Secretury

“Santa CRuz (St. Elizabeth)--A v v enthusiastic meeting of this Branch
was held on March 2nd, at Bethlehem. In the absence of the President and Vice-
Presn‘lenr., the Rev. S. €. Ashton il A of sy hy with Mrs,
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Melville re the death of tho ].ne Canon Melville, who ws up to the time of his death,
one of the Viee-Presic of the Society, was unanimou-ly carried. The lnql,ructor

then pointed out the

character of the present cutlook re foodstuffs in thig
island, and the ne for inereasing the local ﬁuppAy The difficulties in the
way of dmmy e Hy on account of the ircrease of praodul larceny were fully

dises The sext iaceting will be held on April 27tk, 1917,
A. R. KNIGHT, Secretary.

atwth.) -The usual monthly meeting of this branch was held
Thf’ President, Rev. C. T. Rickard; the Instructor,
'[‘h( minutes of the previous meeting were read
appointed Asst. Secretary.
ssed und dealt with:—Authorized Persons and
hat the Society’s rary be transferred from Mont-
T he dxﬂ"xru]tv experienced by members
oll in the w as discussed, and a petition
thieet drawr up.  The Instructor spoke on yam growing.
ed 2 bearty vote of thanks and the meeting terminated.
J. A. MAXWELL, Secretary.

Namn (51, F )
on the 9th March. P‘resnrt
13 members and the »
and confinned.  Miss L
The folowing subj
Praedial Larcer 151
pelier 1o the Austin dis
of the sub-branch ar Rus
to the Governor on the
The Instructor was accor

riet for serviee.

Mi1zpAl «Munchester) .~ The annual meeting of hi< Branch came off on the
9th March, 1917, There were present, . President; the Treasurer.
Secretary, A St)nomry, Im!ruxtm, and twdvc otber members. The following
were submitted: 1. Secretary’s report re working of Branch during the past year.
2. "Treasurer’s report, and 3. Report of delegate to Generﬂl Half Yearly Meeting.
The following are the officers for current year: Weiss, President; Rev.
T. . MacNee, 1t V.P.; G. M, Bygrave, Esq., 2nd ‘VIr D. J. Lewis, Secretary;
M J. B White, Asst. ‘\n( ud Miss A. Walder, Treasurer. The following
gentlemen constifute the M ng Committee: Mess A. B. Donaldson, W.
Baker, L. A, Williams, W. 1 Willims, B. L. Reid. Alex. Gale and D. O’Sullivan.
Reports of Authorized Pe were also re: A resolution was carried re the
necessity for enforeing the Vagraney Law strietly se as 10 help in the suppression
of Praedial Larceny. The Instructor addressed the meeting on Food Crops. He
algo gave valuable Rints on the planting of sweet potatoes, 8t. Vincent and Barbudos,
At the close of the lecture severul questions v ere asked re planting of Irish
brought to a close by the singing of the

D. J. Lewis, Secretary.

yams.
potatoes to which he replied.  Moeting w

National Anthem.

Mie GuLty -Manchester.) -A meeting of this brauch was held in the Fruit
House at Richmond Hill on March 16th, 1917. Mr. . F. Pengelley, President,
D(‘(‘upled the Chair. Thirteen members were present, us well as the Instructor,

T. Glanville, Vice-President, d the Secrctary. The Secretary reported
thut 80 members had puid their subseriptions, and it was decided to apply to the
Parent Society for affi on. The Instructor gave a very useful lecture on “ Imme-
diate Food Cropﬁ in which was :good deal of information re the cultivation ofo
Barbados and St. Vincent yams, sweet potatoes, corn and peas. After thanking
the Instructor for his lecture, the President suggested to him that a lecture at a
subsequent meeting on * Renewing old Jands and the application of Manures’ would
be very acceptable and helpful to the members. A discussion followed on the pro-
posal to sturt an Agricultural Loan Bank, and it was decided to ask the Secretary
of the Christiana Loan Rank 10 speak on the subject at the next meeting. The
Instructor thought that the Branch should consider the appointing of Authorized
Persons, and the meeting agreed to discuss the matter at the next meeting.

{Rev.) P. CHAPRRLIN, Secretary.

STURGE TOWN (St. Ann.} A very interesting meeting of this branch was held
on the 10th March. Present: The President, Treasurer, Secretary und nine other
members. The minutes of-the previous meeting wes read and confirmed, and matters
arising out of them were discussed. Correspondence was next dealt with. The
rat campaign brought 311 tails to date. Authorized Persons reported that some
petty ihefts had been reported to them, but nothing had come under their own
The co-operative scheme was discussed. A few members paid in their

observation.
dues. The Presxdent gave a very encouraging address, and the mecting was brought
1o & close by the singing of the National Anthem. C. A. BROWN, Secretary.

CAMBR'DGR (St. James).-—The regular meeting of this Branch took place on
natruetor

Srd March, Present: Mesars. E. E. Myers (Fresident), the Secretary,
end 11 other members, Two new members were 'elected. The Presidentfgave
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.. ~hort and interesting aceount of the hulf-yearly meeting which he attended as
. jegate.  Mr. Briscoe suggested that the plough and harrow helonging to the Branch
olered for sale as they are not heing used. He was asked to try and sell them.

Herbert Smith wa« nominated as an Authorized Person for Belfont Distriet,
« Authorized Persons presented their reports. The April meeting was decided
.oy us the annual one when reports will be submitted and officers elevted. The
meeting ¢losed with the singing of the National Anthem.

R. M. ArRNOLD, Secretary.

FrIENDSHIP (Westmoreland.)-—A regular meeting of this Branch was
i the Schoolrvom on March 12th. There were present, Rev, 1. A, Dell, V.P,,
114 Chair. the Instruetor, 28 other members and 10 visitors. Arising out of the
minutes, the members after duv consideration decided to buy a large corn mill for
the use of the members, The necessity for planting foodstuffs on a large scale,
and the difficylties in connection with it was lengthily discussed. The question of
the formation of » Co-cperative Bank in connection with the Branch was deferred
uli next meeting.  The Instructor addressed the members on the growing and reaping
ot corn. Seeds of Cabbage and Pumpkin were distributed. The Instructor will
address the members on Cocoa at the next meeting. The meeting closed with the
«inging of the National Anthem. C. OLIVER STEVENS. Secretary.

BETHEL TowN (Westmoreland:.-—A mecting of this branch was held in the
Court House on 17th March. There were present, the Instructor, Vice-Pregident,
Ar. H. M. Virgo, the Secretary, and fourteen members, besides some visitors. The
mirutes of the last meeting were presented ard adopted. and matters arising,out
of thern discussed. A favourable report on the grind stone was given by the keeper.
The Instructer then gave an address on the urgent necessity for increased planting
of foodstuffs. The cultivation of cane and the erection of Central Factory wera
discussed at length. 1t was agreed to send a delegate to the next half yearly meetis:
o the Parent Society. Time for next meeting, 17th Mareh next, 21 3.30 pm. M.+t
ing adjourned at 4.40 p.m., after the singing of the Nationa! Anthemn, .

L. G. BALDIE, Secreiury.

Prar TREE RivEr (St. Thomas.; After being postporied for many months,
F. Croskill, Esqy., 2nd Vice-President, presidjng; P. Hamilton, Treasurer; R. R.
Snares, Secretary., L. A. Wates, E: g., Instructor, and 6 other members,  The meeting
of the last meeting were read and confirmed. Arising out of the minutes there was
E sion on the planting of foodstull, ete. The Instructor spoke strongly on
subject as well as the appointment of reliable men as Authorized Persons, Ag there
was none connected with this Branch, he advocated the early appuintment of one
in the district. The Instructor then gave a stirring lecture on the cultivation of
corn, manufacturing meal and the value of co-operation. He was heartily thanked.
Meeting closed with the National Anthem. RoD. R. S0ARES, Secretary,

TURKS AND CA1C0os ISLANDS.--Although so short a time has elapsed since the
orgay ization of the Society, the Committee deems it advisable to conform with
Rule 14 in presenting u formal Report at this the first Quarterly Meeting of the
Society. The Society was organized on the 21si of November, 1916, at » méeting
in the Church Hall, twenty-nine intending members then being present. At that
meeting the names of one hundred and ten persons were read as having expressed
intention to join the Society. Draft Rules which had been prepared by a small
organizing Commitiee, were submitted to the meeting and, after general discussion
and some amendments were unanimously adopted. The sum of L7 8s. 0d. has been
received from membership fees and there has been a small donation of four shillings.
So far £1 Os. 2d. has been expended. The Legislative Board has voted £25 ag a
grant to the Soeiety to become nvailable in 1817, It is pleasing 1o be able to record
that, on the occasion of his recent visit, His Excellency the Governor expressed
a very cordial interest in the Society and recommended early affiliation with the
Jamaiea Agricultural Society, frem which hy suggestions and advice and as well
more material help this Society might expect to be benefitted. The preliminary
steps to affilidtion have been taken. The Committse has procured seeds of several
eagily grown apnuals, which are to be supplied to members as the initiation of
4 litile flower show which, it i3 heped, will prove interesting. The Committee is

now carefully dering arra for the est of a system, and the

tment of » Selling Agent, for the disposal of Caicos products.
H. H. HurcHINGS, Secretary,
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RuraL Hini (Portland.)- The monthly meeting of this Branch was held in.
the Rural Hifl Schcolreem on the 6ih March, 1917, There were present, the In-
structor, eight membere and the Vice-President. The minutes were read and con-
firmed. Matters arismz cut of mirutes were d d.  The report of the delegate .
to the Half Yearh (nmr‘l Meeting was appreciatively received. The Instructor

- for cg-aperation, fecdstufls and Loan Banks. The meeting

spoke on (iu: nee
adjourned with the gitg of the National Anthem.

A. A. FLEETWOOD, Secretary,

The r(gulnr momhly meering was held on the 26th
¢ . Irstructor, who acted as Chairman (the Presi-
, and about 12 others. 'The Hon. G. 8. Ewen,
'l‘umr date Clerk of Courtst were i¢ address the meeting
}ud m \m pmtpnnvd owing to the sudden

Di Neans (Trelawn
inst, There were pres
dent being abuee the
M.L.C., and Mr. D. &
on the food guestion, hut the addrosses
death of the 1 "The question ol
agreed to appoint more such persons. 7 1 t0 write Mr.
G. I'. Dewar re questing him to low mcmhr f ¢ cultivation of his lands. This
he bas agreed to on the payme of the modest per year. All crops
may be planted. This cultivation of corn. cassava and tobacco were previously
forbidden. L. L. LockE, Secretary.

3 m ths Branch was held on the 9th
Tuctor. 12 other members,
1 of the minutes of the last meeting, corres.
v reported 1o the meeting the distribution
*»1 Soﬂety. The Instructor then spoke on the neces.
ion of sugar canes by small settlers, as well as that of
ymputhy with the wife of the late D. A. Tucker,
nd member of the Waldensia Branch was passed.
jon was diseussed, after whbich the meeting adjourned.
N LiviNGSTONE, Secretary.

WaLLENSIA (Trefawn,
March. Present: The Pr
and a few visitors
pondencé w
of :eu]x received from the
siry for mt(»ndmg the cultiv

'l‘iu \uh_;m-t of & corn campetit

Branvon Hint iSt. Andrew - -A meonng of this Branch was held in the Govt.
Sehoolroom on the 1st March, 1917, The following members were present:—Mr.
Hezekizh Williams, who wcted as Prasident, nine other members and the Secretary.
A leticr of apology was reccived from the President. The minutes of the lass meeting
were read and confirmed.  The following snhjects were deslt with:—Payment of
subseriptions before the end of the financial vezr, anmoyances and difficulties, en-
countered by the Authorized Persons in the perfermance of their duty, and the
getting of seeds for phunting of food crops.  The singing of the  National Anthem
hrought the meeting to a close. CuanrLEs E. KELLY, Secretury.

MT. JAMES (1. Andrew.l——The monthiy meeting ot the Mt, James Branch
Agricuttural Soel held on the Mt. James Schoolroom on the 17th Maﬂ-h
at 1 pan.  Preser : Chas. Richurds, Vice-President, in the Chair; 9
3 A. P. Huanson, Agricultural nstructor. As arising
out of the minutes the question of a Post Uffice for Mt. James was again discussed,
and the Secretary was asked to prepare a petition to the K.M.L.C. for the Parish

S at the next ion of the Council. Messrs. A. J, Smith and

2 . gave their reports. The meeting felt strongly
e of Dl'd\d!u! I“u eny were increasing and that the law .Jg.amxt it were
not suflicientiy harsh, and passed the following resolution: Be it resolved: 1.
e P ent Society be asked to approach the Government with the request

that “tlogging” bp imroduced as an additional punishment for praedial larceny
in view of tho ruinous losses now being sustained hy cultivations™ daily owing to
thieves. 2. That the attention of the Government be calied to thelarge number
of idle youngmen 0 be seen all over the country very often gambling, and not
having sufficient mpam of earning a livilhood.” Mr. Barry Nugent became a mem-
ber of the Society. The Secretary was instrucled to con'municate with the Rev.
T. L. Tucker, and the Clerk . of the Courts, Half-way Tree, respectively on
matters affecting the Society. .Mr. Hanson, in his usual interesting ‘style, treated
the Society to a very instructive lecture dealing at length with (a) the banana borer,
(b) worm canes, and te! characteristics of a well-liept holding! In the course of his
Jecture he complimented the members on the improvement the district was meg+ing
in the cleaning up and planting of their fields. The date for next meeting was fizxed
for March 10, at 1 p.m. The meeting closed with the National Anthem. _

: M
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CENTRAL ST, MARY.——Regulur monthly meeiing of this Branch March
Mr. H. H. Tuylor presided. There were 8 other membsers and the Secretary.
T i s of the 'ast meeting were read and confirmed. orrespondence read.
I'he Secretary Teperted that he had received two bushels of seed eorn from the Pareut
ciety costing L1 1s. 7d. Letter froma Mr. J. A, Bunks tendering his resiguation
ent of this Branch, he having gone to reside at Point Hill. The Secretary
wne instructed 1o corvey to Mr. Banks the profound regret of the Braneh at his
icnution.  Other subiects dealt wirh, Authorised Persons. Decided to hold
wnnual meeting on April Sth, and that social entertvinment be ho\d A commi
1ce to look after arrangements for both wa< appeinted. The Secretary w.
metrueted i write Mr. Somerville re Renta Y‘mh Miss AL J. IJum,_m rppm(gd
thi some of ker coconut ree< would tot hear.  Sdvied wiven 1o her by mem
ters who bad experienced the same difficulty,  The meeting was hmught to a
e by singing the Nationa! Anthem, T A Winniams. Actg. Secretury,

ACESON (St. Mary.} —Regular munth!v mounm‘ Mareh 2nd. Present: David
R.Am 7, 1st V.P., pre: 1(1|m, D. Day. 2nd V.P., fifteen other members, and
Iu,rruu,or. The minutes of the ].ist muetmg were read and confirmed. Matters
:hwmx(d roads Nos. 8 and 23. A deputation was appointed to wait on the
Hen !nm?er for the Parish regarding these roads. Burial Scheme Branch was
.npnsed ’Ihe fuI'own et as Authorized Persons:  Efisha Q.

ur, D..w1d( Ramsay. Correspondence with
S John Prin"lo lp‘m(ivu w L. this Disrict was yead. The Secretary was
instructed to reply. Mr. K. J. Thoms Il\L"Ud\l(.ud an implement costing 4 - for
breaking "hOLUldU ods without breaking ihe ‘seeds. Reyistration of Titles to
~mall properties, e Instructor fectured on the Food Situation. The meeting
vio~ed with the Nm.ionnl Anthem, A, E Leopowd GISCOMBE, Secretary.

DevoN PEN ScHooLrooM 131, Ma ~Regnlar monhly meeting Mareh Tth.
Foir .Afnn(m‘\ce of membere and Instrucior present. The mintes of the last meeting
d and confirmed.  Correspondence frorn the Pareut SBodety reladive to
iso from Albion Mt. Branch on fvod supplies for England. The Seere-

x.n\ was instructed 1o reply. Instruetar read report of the lass Half Yearly Meeting
rom the Parent Scuietv. Ho also urged the members to grow fnod crops both for
h:‘mv copsumpticn v\pu The \ouctv was of cpinjon that  potatoes  would

be successiully grown sud regniar prices of 1 - per ewt. coupled with guarantee
deumnd Mr. David Robingon, Authorized Person present. This Branch
is strongly of opinion that a rigid enforcement of the Vagraney Law is imperative,
and would be the chief factor in lessening Pracdial Larceny. Meeting closed with
National Anthem. A. PICKERSGILL, Secretary.

BrOADGATE St March IL}L Pre;em
Messrs. M. E, Henrigus, i 5. Radway, V.P's.; R. P,
Thompson, Treasurer, nine nther memhl’ts, instructor and Fecretary. Mmen,
discussed, grantig perinit for selling Cocoa. This matter to be brought up ai next
meeting, alsc Mr. Dillon’s resolution on the buying of rat poison. Letter from
Albion Mt. Branch re food crops read and dealt with. The Lnstructor dealt with
Corea Cultivation Competition. Instructor asked f{or Authorized Person’s reports.
It was stated thut there had been no advice from the Parent Society since  they

application had heen duly filled in und sent up.  The President reminded the mem-
bers that all fees were Jdue at the next meeling. National Anthem brought meeting
10 4 close. R. ApocrHUs CRANSTON, Secretary.

MALBOROUGH (St. Mary.)—Regular monthly meoting March 8th. There were
present: Messrs. Z. French and J. A. Dixon, V.P's., 18 other members, and the
Secretary. The minutes of the last meeting were rcdd and confirmed. Messrs.
T. Grant, 8. Thomas, E. Bryan and H. Thomus were elected new members, "The
\ecretarys report was deferred till the next meeting. Officers for the year elected,

, Z. French, President; J. A. Dixon, 1st V.P.; J. K. Ford, Znd V.P.; R. 8. Fin-
l.zyson, Seeretary, and J. Harns, Treasurer.” W. Morris and C. "homa.s, members
of Managing Committee. An address of appreciation to Mr. A. J. Duncan, Ex-
President for his past services was read to which he suitably replied. Reports of the
Authorized Persons were received and other matters of intercst were discussed.
The meeting closed with the National Anthem.

R. SAMUEL FINLAYSON, Becretary.

PRESTON (St. Mary.)—Regular monthly meeting March 9th. Nnthame]
Amiel in Chair. The Tnstructor was present. The minutes of the last meeting
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were read and confirmed. The Inmstructor gave detailed and iuteresting report
of the Half Yearly Meeting, which was sppreciated. Letter from the Secretary
of the Royal Society. Engiand, published in the Gleaner was read. The Iustruetor
vommented on it, and it was agreed to defer it for further discussion. The Secretary
informed the meeting that he had written Mr. Barclay enquiring what grains were
available for seed purposes. Other maiters dealt with, Registration of Title.
Law. Ten members entered for the Cocoa Cultivation Competition. The mem-
bers of the Branch agreed 1o pool their cocoz 16 be cured and sold to the Hon. R. T.
sSimmonds.  Authorized Persons report, Mr, R. Forsyth, two arrests, Mr. R. Browy
o arresi r. Ezekiel Brown no arrests. Meeting closed with National Anthem.

J. MCKENZIE WILLIAMS, Secretary.

Frignpsuir CHAPEL (St. Mary.)- Albany Branch. Regulur monthly meeting
March 9th. Present, & C. Clarke, 2nd V.P., in the Chair; 24 other membhers, the
Agricuitural Instructor and Secretary. The minutes of the last meeting were read
and confirmed. The Secretary presented account for seed corn. The Instructor
urged on the members the necessity of procuring good corn for seed. Mr. Clarke
showed some specimens he had raised from the free supply of the Parent Society
which were splendid. Tetter from Secretary of the Parent Society stating no red
pease available. Arrangements made with Mr. Benjamin for the use and keeping
of ihe Society’s Boar were accepted. Read letter«from the Hon. R. P. Simmonds
expressing regret at being unable to attend the meeting. Mr. Lakernan moved
that a representation be made 1o his Bonour the Custos for a J.P. for this distrct.
It was agreed that there is great necd for u trained nurse in this district. It was
stated that the shop kecpers were charging exorbitant prices for food. Authorised
Persons present. 5, 3 econvictions made. 'The growing of food for home use and for
export was dealt by the Instructor. 1t was resolved to asl the Parent Society to
permit the Instructor to arrange for a meeting of all the Branches in the Parish
10 be held at Port Muri; Other subjects dealt with: Delegate’s report at the Half
Yearly Meeting. Registration of Titles Law. Meeting closed with singing of the
National Anthem. LUTHER SAUNDERS, Secretary.

HIGHGATE (St. Mary.) -Regular monthly meeting of this Branch was held
on March 13th. €. T. Dryden, President, in the Chair. Present, about 15 other
members and Instructor. Reports of the committee of the Banana Fig and Chip
Factories were read and adopted. A member asked if any ackpowledgment of
those reports had been received frem the Parent Society. The President replied
in the negative. Authorized Persons present 4, arrests 6, convictions 2, discharges
1. awaiting cria]l 3. Other subjects dealt with: Feod Question, The statement
that there was likely to be a shortage of lubour for peeling Banana Figs and Chips
was objected 10; it was stated that the lahour in St. Mary would be more than sutfi-
cient. Nathaniel Smith was nominated as Authorised Person for the Harmony
Hall District. Mr. A. H. Bernard was appointed Acting Secretary in the absence
of Mr. 4. J. Johnson, incapactitated hy a buggy accident.

A. H. BERNARD, Acting Secretary.

BELFIELD (St. Mary.)—Regular monthly meeting was held on March 14th-
Rev. H. A. Mitchell, President, 9 members, and one visitor. The Secretary heing
absent, *he minutes were ordered to be left over until nex. meeting. A few mem-
bers paid fees. The following matters were dealt with: :1) Cultivation of food crops;
(2) Pracedial Larceny. It was agreed thal the cultivation of yams in this district
is on the increase. The President reports that he had had good resylts. Mr,
Helps was of the opinion that compulsory education for the children, and a more
rigid enforcement of the Vagrancy Law, and prohibition of playing games at shops
and other public places are most necessary. Mr. Mitchell suggested that thieves
should be publicly catted, but the meeting did not approve of this; but was in
favour of the thieves being made to work harder. Authorised Person reports:
Mr. Dawvers was proposed as an Authorised Person, but it was decided to en-
quire further into his character. It was mentioned- that corn from the Parent
Society could be purchased at Mr. Vernon's shop at 4d. per quart, The mem-
bers were reminded that subscriptions for the coming year should be paid at the
next meeting when the election of officers will take place,

Eprre E. RANGER, Sceretary.

ENFIELD (St. Mary.)—At a meeting of this Brarfch there were present: Rev,
W. T. Taylor, President; J. H. Gillespie, the new Secretary, and 12 other members.
Matters discussed crops, bananas, cocous, yams, and canes, The President wag of
ar PRy [ A R R N Liws tha lamd haldams gt
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cndeavour to keep away rat.. wood-peckers, and hepping-dicks, which are pests
of the cocon. The advice of 1 Parent Soeieiy to be asked as what may be done
to the above named hirds. Tie President encduraged the members to plant canes,
The duties of Authorized Persc. s were diseussed.

J. H. Gr.Lespis, Secretary.

Beriy HiLL (8t. Catherir-. ~A very mtum(mg meeting of this branch way
held in the Berry Hill Sthooine m. on the 22rd Februar, 1917, Present we
W. R. Osborne, President; ~m.. Morrison, V.F., H. L. Mossmay, J.P., Instructor;
2 members and two visionrs. nmut(w ot last mecting was roml 'md confirmed.
The Instructor gave a very longt~, address on th(‘ svar und also the planting of quick
growing Crops. A vote of tha. I~ was accorded the Instructor. A profitable und
enthusiastic meeting terminated by the singing of the N.muna! Anthem.

C. M. Heney. Secretary.

REDWOOD (81, Catherine.) The regular monthly meeting cf this branch was
held in the Schoolroom on the 2i1h lwbmdrv Present: WA F. Bailey, President
fin the Chair). A. A, Simmord.. v P, the Secretary, A Secretary, 8 other
members and two visitors. The imemiars regretted very much the absence of \he

astructor.  The minutes of lasy .. et 17 were reud and confirmed.  Matters arising
out of the minutes were deult w' - e subject of the oxtension of eultivation
of foodstuffs and the difficulties i t. ~ of s0 doing wus discussed. The Secretary
was instructed to write the Parent for a supply of good seed corn. Seemg
that praedial lareeny is becoming at, it was agreed that at the next meetinr
the waatter of an Authorized Person “ie March $t. distriet, be discussed. Aftey
a lengthy discussion on some importe @ mititers, the meting adjourned with the
singing of the National Anthem. A. D, TroMpsoN, Secreiary,

GLENGOFFE St. Catherine.- -The ro ular monthly meeting of this Branch
wus held in the Grateful Bill Schoolroom . Vih Mareh, 1617, The subjects of non-
delivery of Journals to certain mcmhers, Avthotized Persons, Food Crops and a
few minor matters were discussed and diai. with. The mvming then adjourned
to the 3rd April, after the singing of the Nat’ .nal Anthem.

. E. Coore, Secretary,

Frangrieun (Clarendon.)--The monthly meeting of this Society was held
on the 1st of March. The President, [.structor, Secretury and 8 members were
present. The minutes of the lust meetiing were read and conlirmed. The pr;u(ipal
subjects discussed were foodstufls, prasdicl Larceny aund the necessity of having
a J. P.in the district.  Minor matters were dealt with and the meenng ddwurned
till the 29th of March, G. DanMiEL DAWKINS, Secretary,

ORACABEsSA (St. Mary. j- - Regular morthly meeting February 28th. Present:
Rev. W. D. Hender=on, P'resident 18 membe-s, the Instructor and Secretary.  Papers
were read by Messrs. A. F. Walter, A. Bramwell, W, . White and R. A. Silvera on
Praedial Larceny. Among the recommendations put forward for combating this
evil were: 1. Increase of number of District rural constables’ and detectives,
and increased pay for such men. 2. Pho opraphs of praedial thieves with list of
address of such people. 3. Reformatosies fur ofd und young. 4. Increased wages
for peasant classes, or emigration. 5. Se regation and remunerative labouar. §.
Longer terms of imprisonment. F Alabiihment of farms in eonvenient places
where methodical and remunerative lasuuc could be done. 8. Granting of certi-
ficates to discharged prisoners, and police :wupervision for six months. 9. More
rigid application of Vagrancy snd Tres L.ws, Instructor read extraclts from
reports of the Highgate Rranch on the :uuwe subjects. The Food Question wos
discussed by the Instructor and members. The report of Authorized Persons showed
ihat they were kept very busy ali the time ...d they have secured many corvictions.
Joseph Vassel was nominated ss ar Auti.r’zed Person by Mr, Sutherland. Mr.
Webster gave notice of the follewing reso’aion:  In view of the fact that the Fruit
Companies have decided not to make centyacts with the banana growers, thereby
causing much uneasiness and uncertainty, the question be fully discussd with the
hope that some arrangements may be mude whereby growers may he certuin of
d):pwng of their producis. T. H. WYNTER, Secretary., -
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Department of Agriculture
Hope Stock Farm.

Staliions.

WATER JACKET, Imported English Thoroughbred Horse
by Mackintosh out of Copper Queen. Winner of the Ascot Foz
Stakes, &c. Height 16 hands ; 8 inches bone below the knee. Fe
£2 with a month’s free pasturage. Brood mares on pasturage &
per month.

Half Breed Maltese Jack "PETER.”’ Fee 12/, pasturage &

per month.
Cattie (For Sale.)
Pure-bred Red Poll and Jersey bulii calves, one week old, booke:

to order, £3.
Half-bred bull calves, one week old, £1.

Poultry (For Sale)

EGGS—Barred Plymouth Rock; Buff White and Blael
Orpington; Brown and White Leghorn; Black and Whit
Minorea: Sussex; Ancona; Black Langshan—all at 4/ per doz
delivered at any Post Office. Money must accompany orde
and a selection of one of three breeds must be named to ensur«
prompt delivery. Delivery commenced January 1917.
NOTICE. All orders booked in rotation. [Cows or sows are

not admitted to the Farm on any consideration].
Apply to the Director of Agriculture,
Hope. Kingston.

GOVERNMENT LABORATORY.

PARANAPH.

For use with Arsenite of Soda as a spray for the destruction ot
ticks, Soid in 50 lb. drums at 126 or at 3d. per 1b, Not less than
four Ibs. are sold at a time.

Paranaph may also be used as an insecticide for sucking insects
and as a wash for fleas on dogs. )

A,—The most economical source of Arsenic for adding to Para-
naph for the treatment of ticks on Cattle is Commercial Arsenite of
Soda 80%  This is now supplied by the Department at 4d. per lb.,
in bulk, or in tins, each holding 8 ounces, at 3d, per tin. An effec-
tive Paranaph Arseniie of Soda Wash for ticks can be prepared at
aless cost than that of the proprietary dips.

CARBON BI-SULPHIDE.

For use in the fumigation of corn, &e., attacked by weevils and
for the destruction of antg and grubs in the soil as well as for the
disinfection of clothes and books. Price 7d. per Ib. Iron drum
for storing (to hold 10tbs.) 211d. Freight free by rail.

SULPHATE OF COPPER,

For use 258 fungicid_t_z;’ Price 8d. per ib.
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