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- AHMEDABAD,

1. My visit to Ahmedabad, 18th to 21st
March last, enabled me to see many of
the architectural remains of that very
interesting and wonderful city. The
opening of the Rajputana State Railway
makes the place as easily accessible from
the north as it is from the south; and the
immediate and first tendency of the im-
proved communication is to damage and
misappropriate the picturesque and beauti-
ful buildings of the city. Already one
mosque (Mia Khan Chisti’s, built A.D.1465)
is used as a residence; and signs are not
wanting elsewhere of the readiness, on the
part of both Natives and Europeans, to
utilise ancient architectural memorials for
domestic purposes. (See sketch No. 1.)

2. 1 submit that the most complete and
proper care shold be taken of the Ahmed-
abad monuments. The city is distinetly
one of the most picturesque and artistic
in the whole of the Bombay Presidency,
and the number of visitors is now greatly
increased. Some of the old tombs and
mosques have received repairs and atten-
tion, but the number of those that are
maltreated is a deplorable condition ur-
gently calling for systematic remedies.

3. The Saracenic architecture of Ahmed-
abad was inaugurated by Ahmed Shah in
A.D.1411, and, as elsewhere throughout
India, the Muhammadans began by build-
ing out of materials taken from Hindu tem-
ples. The peculiarity of Ahmedabad archi-
tecture is, however, that the Hindu masons
who built the later mosques and tombs
adhered closely to indigenous forms instead

* of to those characteristic of the moslems,

producing  buildings with a larger
admixture of Hindu or Jaina detail than
is seen in other capitals founded by the
followers of the Prophet. Added to this,

~the plans prescribed by the Muham-

madans for their buildings imparted to
the style a breadth of conception not gene-
rally displayed in Hindu architecture, and
a singular elegance and character thus
appeared in the structures the remains of
which lie scattered in the city andthe.
neighbourhood.,

4. Mr. James Fergusson, in his History
of Indian and Eastern Architecture, has
devoted a whole chapter to the architecture
of Guzerat, of which Ahmedabad, for the
last 450 years, has been the capital ; and a
volume, profusely illustrated by photo«



















































