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SALE.

Séle (A*9) is a general term applied to a group of Name and

castes who are connected with weaving as their profession. origin.

It comes from the Sanskrit Sdlika (weaver) and its Kanna-

da equivalent is Néyige (R®AR), which name is sometimes

applied to them. The term Setti is used as a title besides

the usual honorific terms of Appa (¥8) and Ayya (¥=y)

formales and Ammu (¥3%) and Akka (¥%) for females.

Some learned in the rules guiding their society have recently

adopted the title of Sdstri (®,)), that is, learned in the

Sastras, but this is by no means common.

To account for their origin it is given out that in
order to clothe the nakedness of people in the world, *
Siva comuissioned Markandeya to perform a sacrifice, and
one Bhdvana Rishi came out of the holy fire, holding a
lotus flower (padmae ®%) in his hand. He married two
wives Prasanndvati and Bhadrévati, daughters of Sirya
(the Sun) and had a hundred and one sons, who all took
to weaving cloth out of the fibre of the lotus flower for
men to wear, and became the progenitors of the one
hundred and one gétras of this caste. God Surya being
pleased with what they did gave them a fifth Veda
called Padma Véda (83,33); and so men of this caste
give out that they belong to Padma Sakha and Markandéya

Sutra, analogous to the sakhas, sutras and gotras of the
Brahmans.

T'hey profess to have been following all the religious
rites prescribed for Brahmans, till in the beginning of the
Kali age, one of their caste named Padmaksha declined to
reveal the virtues of a miraculous gem which Brahma had
given to their caste, to Ganapati why sought to learn the
secret which they had been enjoined to keep, and who on
his wish not being gratified cursed them to fall from their
high status. It is said however that one Parabrahmamirti
born in Srirdma Agrahara pleased Ganapati by his tapas,
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and got the curse removed, so that after 5000 years of the
kali-yuga, they should regain their lost position. This
Parabrahmamiirti otherwise knowo as Padmabhavachary,
it is said, redistributed the caste into ninety-six gotras
arranged in eight groups, and established four Mathas
with gurus for them.

The age and origin of this story cannot be ascer-
tained. It may have been meant to explain the name
Padmasile given to them ; and many of these castes have
been busy since the advent of thu Ceusus in discovering
their long-lost pedigrees.* :

They have a tradition which says that they emigrated
from Vijayanagar territory, in particular from Hampe, the
head-quarters of that empire, during the time of Kempe

Gauda.

Language Persons of the Padmasale section speak Telugu and
those of Pattusidle and Sakunasale speak Kannadu.
Such of them, however, as, live in the purely Telugu or
the purely Kannada parts of the State speak the language
prevalent therein.

Divisions. In this category are included a number of tribes who
eat with one another but are not allowed to intermarry.
They form a population numbering 11,000. The princij:!
of them are:—

Padmasale L. (BB
Pattusale {silk) -~ .. (BEmS)
Sakunasale N L)

The origin of these sub-divisions is not clear. Allof
them have a common tradition concerning their descent
from Markandéya, the weaver of the gods. Bhdvana Rishi
is believed to be the man whoivvented weaving. Padmasdle
is the most important division.  Pattuséle, corrupted into
Padusdle, are the people who weave silk cloths. Most of -

"them have been converted into Lingayatism. The Sa-
kunasales seem to be later immigrants, and the meaning
of the term is not known.

‘ * ]\ilr. Stuart has the following note as regards the origin of the
caste : —* They claim to be the dcicendants of the sage named Mri-
“ kands, the weaver of the gods. Their original house appears to hase
“ been the Andhra country from whence a Section of the Saliyas was
“invited by the Chéla king, Rajaraja I,, after the union of the
“ Eastern Chalukya and Chola dynasties”.  Census Report of Madus
for 1891, p. 285, '
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The Lingayats of this community say that * the
whole Sdle formerly wore the Linga; but a house having
been possessed by a devil, and this sect having been called
upon to cast him out, all their prayers were of no avail.
At length ten persons, having thrown aside the Linga
and offered up their supplications to Vishnu, they succeeded
in expelling the enemy ; and ever afterwards followed the
worship of this god, in which they have been imitated
by many of their brethern.”* The men that so separated
themselves are said to be Padmasdles. It is however

more likely that the Lingayats are the persons that separat-
ed from the main body.

The caste is further divided into a number of exoga-
mous divisions, denoted by family names, with which are
associated also the names of some Kishis. There are a
hundred and one of such different families ; some bear names
of familiar objects, but it is difficult to find out the significa-

tion of many names. A list of the family names is given
in the appendix.

There are no hypergamous divisions in the caste.

When the wife is pregnant, the hushand is not allowed Birth cere-

to carry a dead body or to take part in building a house. monies,
The ceremonies observed after birth are the same asin
other castes of similar standing. The Lingayats invite the
Jangama priest to tie a Linga to the child. On the sixth
day, a spot in the house is washed with cow-dung, and an
eight-sided figure is drawn on it with Vibhati powder, at
each corner of which a tdmbiéla and dakshage are kept.
The father of the child then worships a Linga, washing it
with sugar, honey, milk and ghee. The Jangama repeats
mantras. A Linga is then tied to the child’s arm, with a
thread composed of one hundred and -eight lines twisted
together. Then the priest touches the child with the toe
of his right foot and hands it over to the mother.

Among the other sections of the caste, the child and
the mother are bathed on the eleventh day, and a caste
dinner is given and in the night married women are invit-
ed, who put the child in the cradle after pidja to a Pilldri
(cow-dung cone) meant to represent God Ganésa. A
round stone is first put into the cradle and rocked to

* Buchanan’s Journey through Mysore, Vol. I, p. 178,
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the tune of songs; it is then removed and the ohild is put
into the cradle. *

The Lingayats generally give names after Siva,
while the non-Lingayat portion adopt the names of both
Vishnua and Siva. As in other castes, the names of the
deceased ancestors of the family are adopted and in villages,
the consulting of a soothsayer for suggesting an appropriate
name is not uncommon.

Adoption is practised. The adopted boy must come
from the same gétra as the adoptive father’s. A sister's
son cannot be adopted. The boy taken in adoption is pro-
hibited from marrying in the exogamous division of both
the families. A boy cannot be adopted after he has mar-
ried. The ceremony observedis that the patural parents
band over the boy to the adopting parents formally befors
an assembly of the castemen, after previously taking off
his waist thread. Generally he is given a neéw name. A
general dinner is then given, and the natural parents are
presented with some clothes by the adoptive father.

Marriages are generally infant, but adult marriages
may take place. No sort of penalty is imposed if the girl
is not married before the age of puberty. They have no
systemni of marrying their girlsto swords, trees or dedicating
them to temples.

Girls are married generally between ten and twelve
years of age. There seéms to be no serious harm if a woman
remains unmarried all her life, but it appears that such a
case has not been actually heard of.

After marriage, the girl remains with her parents
until the marriage 1s consummated after puberty. The con-
summation of marriage may take placeany day within sixteen
days after the first signs of puberty. But ifit is postponed,
they have to select some auspicious day according to the
positions of the stars. Marriages are arranged forand
brought about by the parents of the parties or other elders.
Exchange of daughters is permitted, but it is not popular
owing to the belief that one couple prospers while the
other fails. Polygamous marriizes are allowed bat
monogamy is the rule. Polyandry is unknown.

® The idea of introducing a stone as a child in sach ceremonies
seems to be to symbolise a wish that the real child should be as strong
and as long-lived as such an object,
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As regards the selection of brides, they choose by pre--
ference either an elder sister’s or a paternal uncle’s or a
maternal uncle’s daughter. Padmasdles do not marry their
younger sister’s daughter. The rest of the sub-divisions have
nosuch restriction. A man may marry two sisters at differ-
ent times, and it is said that a wife’s sister eannot be mar-
ried when the wife is alive. 'I'wo brothers may take in
marriage two sisters, the 'elder marrying the elder, the
younger the younger sister.

Some days, it may be months, before a marriage, the
preliminary agreement called Valkkdku Sdstra (the ceremony
of betel:nuts) takes place, in the presence of the village
elders. The bridegroom’s father goes to the bride’s house
and expresses his desire to take the girl in marriage for
his son, and they exchange tambilas as a token of consent,
and the village officers, the astrologer and others assem-
bled are given tdmbilas as witnesses.

It is said that the promise so made is irrevocable and
its breaking entails the displeasure of the caste people, who
impose a fine in consequence. But the occurrence of an
ill omen or other event supposed to be token divine dis-
approval is regarded as a sufficient excuse for breaking it,
and the other party can only ask to be compensated for
any loss sustained. '

The marriage ceremonies last for four days. The
first day is known as God’s feast or entertainment in honor
of ancestors, analogous to Ndndi-Srdddha among Brahmans, -
In the evening of that day, a marriage pandal is set up with
cither a Pdrivdfa (¥0Y)ora Ragimdnu (NSRS peepul
tree) branch, for the milkpost. This twig has to be brought by
the maternal uncle of the girl who gets a present of a hana
(4 As. 8 p.) for his trouble.

On the sscond day, the bridegroom puts'on the sacred
thread before the marriage proper. The ceremonies ob-
served this day are the same as in other castes. Among
some Sdles, the bridegroom, leaves the house feigning anger
and sits in a temple. A procession, from the bride’s house
with a mock bride, a boy disguised asa bride, goes to him and
brings him to the marriage pandal, after which the other
ceremonies take place. A Brahman Purohit ora Jangama °
repeats some lucky verses (SPonvaX #nYy and makes the
bridegroom tie the td/i to the bride. Then dhdre and the
kurkaga-tying take place. The couple rétire into the house
holling each other by the hand and going round the miltk




Puberty.

Widow
marriage

and divorce.

Adultery.

G

post. They have a general dinner for the caste, and the
couple sit to eat out of a common plate (bhiwma, W)
The tying of the tdli to the bride by the bridegroom and
the pouring of milk into the closed hands of the bride and
bridegroom by the priest and the elders of the caste are
the essential portions of the ceremony.

The last day called Naguvali (F780) is dedicated to the
worship of the ant-hill and the carrying of earth therefrom,
and the rewmoval of the marriage pandal.

The presence of a Brahman priest is not indispensable
but in most cases he is called in to offer certain invocations
at the time. The bride price in this caste is Rs. 25. 4
widower is not required to pay anything higher for his
second marriage. '

When a girl attains puberty she is considered impure
for three days and is kept in a shed of green leaves. In the

evening the usual congregations of the married women |

are held and the distribution to them of turmeric, kun-
kuma and pansupari takes place. Th~ girl is bathed on
the fourth day and is admitted into the house. From the
sixth day, the relatives of the girl including the parents of
her husband give her presents doing what is known as
Osigé (wNB) to her. If the girl is already marvied, the
consummation of the marriage takes place if possible be-
fore the 16th day; but in the case of girls who are married
after puberty, some time is allowed to clapse before the
consummation comes off.

Widow marriage is not aliowed. A wife guilty of

remarry.

Adultery is looked upon with severity but is compound-
able with a fine levied upon the culprits. Part of the fine
goes towards the worship of their patron deity.

Sexual license before marriage is not tolerated and
subsequent marriage with a lover though of the same
caste is not recognized as condoning such fault. They
have no traditions regarding capture of wives frow other
tribes.

Deatl cere- They bury the dead with the head turned towards the

monies, -

! South. During Sutaka (pollution) for the dead, they abstaid
' from sweets and milk ; and do not perform any auspicions
ceremonies or take part in festive or other social gather-

adultery may be divorced, but divoroed woman cannot
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ings. The Lingayat S4les carry dead bodies in a vimdna
(d3%3) and bury it in a sitting posture. They ob-
serve no pollution. But among the non-Lingayat Siles
the agnates observe pollution for 12 days for the death
of adults, three days for the death of children and of a
daughter’s son. They do not perform Kdlasradha, but
on the Mahalaya day, they give presents to Brahmans
of uncooked provisions with some money known as
ede (SB) and they offer tarpapa (libations) of water to
the deceased ancestors.

They do not take outsiders into their caste.

They profess to be vegetarian in food and to eschew
spirituous liquors, but it is not unusual for them to indul
in both with the connivance of their fellow castemen. Their
chief profession is weaving with the allied one of dyeing.
Many are also merchants, jewellers, carpenters or other
skilled artisans. A very few follow agriculture. The learned
professions are hardly represented among them though
many of them know how to read and write.

The members of the caste follow the Hindu Law of
inheritance. The decisions of their tribal councils in the
watter of property ave respected but are not binding. They
have no trials by ordeal ; an oath taken in a temple is of
course considered to be a greater safeguard than usual
that the witness is speaking the truth.

The caste contains worshippers of both Siva and
Vishnu who are to be distinguished by the different marks
on the forehead. The goddess of their special cult ig
Chaudesvari, which is a sylvan deity located in groves.
They also worship all the village gods. There is nothing
peculiar with them regarding the worship of the inanimate
objects and in the superstitious beliefs regarding the spirits
surviving death and their powers for good and evil over
human beings.

Their belief in sorcery, oracles, etc., is similar to thoge
of Komatis and other tribes.

General
character-
istics.

Inheritancs,

Religion



Family name.

Bdpu
)
Batting
(W3,9)
Bundi
\Wed)
Bussa
(0%)
Bandara
(woma0)
Biku
(™)
Boda
(B4%=)
Bajja
(9%%)
Balabhadra
(WD)
Bhéri
(%)
Betta
(33
Bhéga
() |
Byramunri
(B39=0)
Bhima
(=)
Bandari
(305%)
Charugu
(o)
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APPENDIX.

Eponymous hero  Meaning of term.

or Guru.

Purigha Rishi
(VTN

Suka

(%)
Twashtru Oart
=)
Mrikandeya
(3B vos)
Vidhu
()
Saunaka
(sW)
Mdnasvi
(FRsHy)
Sindhu
(o)
Péchvin
(3F%4r)
Jhareela
(Samere)
Vakava
(F%9)
Rishidhara
\ia:‘\;gs)
Pranchiva
)
Vrisha
(GRS
Ambarisha
(Sonrsl
Narada
Faw)

Dagger

Drum

Mountain

Temple servant

Hem of the garment



Family name.

Chakka
(@)
Chappa
(“A)

O hiruvélu
(2coeTeew)
Chettalu
(Fde»)
Cheppir
(BE=y)
Channa
(FR)

Chintaginjalu

(QAQWW)

Dévaredd:
(B0,

Dharmdvaram

(ﬁdﬂ' Jgo)
Didds
(®3,)
Durga
(@ortr)
(Faddamu
(18, 3)
Qélu
(o)
Gépr
(Aot
Gujjdri
(o)
Gundalu
(Tb M)
Gurramn

by
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Eponymous hero  Meaning of term.

or Guru.
Viélakhilya

(FPudey)
Mangdavya
(w
Vasishta
(Hd,)
Agastya
(%, 9)
Gowtama
()

Dhananjaya

(FRotsadd)
Swayambu
(Rgeo)
Daksha
E2)

Brahmarishi

(3U% %)
Madhurishi
(Sgotody)
Sramsi
(Fyeh)
Koundilya
(Todey)
Srivatsa
(3=
Vyésa
%)
Kousila
()
Digvésa
erag)
Paundrika

(RRoAR)

Bark

Tamarind seed

Name of a place

Fortress or hill fort
Chin
Nail

A kind of earth of
yellow color

Dwarf

Horse



" Family name.

(TaeTobd )
Janaga

()
Ganchigudlu
(ﬂoﬁﬂ)ﬁoﬂ)
Guvvalu )

(rogyer) }

Goranptu }

Gdjulu
(eesen)

Jinka
(23%)

Kandalam
(Fecmc)
Kayatti
(Teah3,)
Kanijepulle
(Teieksy)
Kencha
(¥oe)
Kuppa
(w)
Kydtha
(*3*)
Karipili
(vou0)
Kongatti
(Boor®)
Kéta
(Baeds)
Kydbarést
(myo0e)
Koésalu
(W&)
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Eponymous' hero
or Guru.

Kutsa
('do' ,.))

Puttarishi

. (w;. Uoh)

Bhérathi
(¥08)
Méshajatha
(Soxeiesd)
Ruruksha
(dodog‘)
Sddu
)
Pulastya
(DR,5)
Sutisha
(Ro%)
Pururusha
(aacoz
Yadurishi
(ab&do&\)
Upéndra
(o5ter))
Gargeéya
(i)
Kapili
(vw)
Kundali
('U'.)OHO‘)
Védatama
(SeaE)

Meaning of term.

A kind of plant

Sparrows.

Bangles:
A deer

Name of a place

Manure heap.
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Family name. Eponymous hero- Meaning of'tevm,

or Guru.
Kolkku Pravrisha Bandicoot
(R) @)
Makam Sukirthi
(%) (obedr)
Mancharlu Vurahvasa
(abowvr) (#)qﬁsﬁ)
Myadam Vurjiswa
Munagapati Punyava Drumstick
(SBrizek) (%)
Myakala Sutra Goat
(Bxve) (34%)
Mdra Atri
(3%9) ()
Maddur: Tukshi
(SR, ) >)
Marepalli Guhd Name of a place
(S=deg) (=)
Manjarlu Sandilya
(&Wm) (Ro2¢3)
Nallamu Sanstidi
(ﬁgﬁ-’b) (ﬁoh@‘&)
Nallagondlu Deynaka
(Serieoren) (Be%)
Nili or Nukula Bbargava Indigo
(X or Sw¥e) (1FS)
Newdri Prithvi
Nyayamu (Fs)
(?33130 or agabdoo )
Padadimi Purasina
(Eea) (@)
Pagimili Nishnata
(Fa2.0) 4:9)



Family name.

Pahaganﬂ

(SSro))

Palapdti
(80:73&3)
or

Pegada |
(3a)
Pulakanda
(Qon)
" Polachalli
(=)
Pétu
()

Praranatham

(B)9=°go)
Parimi
(d bﬁ))
Palamari
(Busd)

Palakalapalli

(Buvesy)
Pabbiti
)

Patligondlu
(33, Rnorts )

Pettukooru
ey ec)
Paldram
(ﬂtﬁdo)
Sidd
(RawR)
Siripi
(o) |
Silam
(We0)
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or Guru.

Aframa
(¥=)

Niyanti
(Feho3)

Kamandala
('vmodv)

Atréya
(WS)ra)
Bhrigu
(H™)
Kaundila
(eav)
Chokrida
(e508)3)
Kousika
()
Miérkandeya
(SR, othta)
Bhérgava
(+#%)
Raghu
(o)
Maricha
(Fnotes)
Rikshibha
(*%%)

Rishyasringa

(&ﬁaﬁéoﬂ) -

Eponymous hero Meaning of term.

A herb

He-buffaloe

Name of a place

Do
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Family name. Eponymous hero  Meaning of term.
or Guru,

Sultani Brihatti

(R2,R) (3™2)

Soma Brisista

(o) (38)

Sandra Bhikshn

(®3) (%)
Sddanapalli Subhikshu Name of a place
(PESLQ) (RoDzEr)

Samadesi Soundilya

(MZS{%) (i‘o&eg)

Samd Vaidbatri

(F==) (339)

SBuppalu Bharadvija

(RoByer) (e;:dmss)

Srirdma Parasara

(3 t09) (Roees)

Tydka

(BTR) ,
Tddipatri Dhrihurishi Name of a place
(353 @n)

Tatigongdlu Srashtarishi

(Tt ack ) BB, BN

Tada : Chandrarishi

(=3) (BoTR)

Tadri Chanava

=) )

Taruntkantt

(WP edTl) 1 Durvasa

Tumma (BARH)

o)

Tirumala Visvavasu

(3050v) (bﬁ.s‘-#b)

Togatiru Vaichina

v (BATRAD) (3%)



Family name.

Vangarti
(Rorip)
Vina
(%%%)
Vudata
(©==)
Vastralu
(F2,%)
Vast
=")
Vangam
(Rorlo)
Yallalu
()

Yinchamurs

(SoBoA0)

Yalakalu
(cdou"w)

14
Epouymous hero
or Graru.
Pavana

(8S8)
Jatila

L (whe)

Jamadagni
(s8N

Angirasa

(¥0%IR)
Tii8aka
3%
Pavana
(8=S)
Mauksha
(=)
Tahksa
=2
Kasyapa
)

Meaning of term.

- Musical Instru-

ment

Squirrel
Cloth

Rats.




