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A PARTIAL SOCIOLOGICAL STUDY OF DRYDEN, NEW YORK 

WITH SPECIAL EMPHASIS ON ITS HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT! 

GLADYS M. KENSLER AND BRUCE L. MELVIN 

This bulletin presents the results of a partial t6~iological study of the 
village of Dryden, New York. It is divided into two sections. The first 
includes (I) an analysis of the population of the \village according to sex 
and age, and (2) an examination of all agencies, institutions, and organi­
zations in the village respecting the relative services which they render 
and the distribution of their membership and offi.chs between the village 
and the oped country. The second section tracb the history of the 
economic, public, professional, religious, educational, and social and 
recreational agencies, institutions, organizations, anq activities of the vil­
lage,' to determine the influences Ofl the past on the p(esent, and the inter­
relationship of these various agencies both past and p,resent. The village 
of Dryden was selected,as a type of the class of villag~s with a population 
of 500 to 749 in the dairy-farming section of southern '~ew York. 

The data for the study were gathered from the ifollowing sources: 
reports of the Federal Census from 1800 to 1920; the New York State 
Census of 1925; the New York Legislative Manuals from 1890 to 1925; 
the files of the village newspaper for the years 1861,. 1878 to 1881, 1883, 
1885. 1886, 1889, 1890, 1900, 1901, 1903, 1905, 1906, 1908, 1910, 1912. 
19I5, and 1916, and of the Cortland Democrat for 1920,2 1925, and 1927; 
the Centennial History of Dryden,3 by George E. Goodri«h; records of 
the Presbyterian Church from 1821 to 1823; records of land deeded to 
the church organization in 1808, found in the county clerk's dft1ce; records 
found in libraries of the older residents and in the reports 0\ the Men's 
Association of the presbyterian Church; records of the Literary Club 
and of the different church organizations; centennial history of the Pres­
byterian Club of Dryden;4 Landmarks of Tompkins County, New York, 
Including a History of Cornell University, by W. ]. Hewett; History of 
Tioga, Chemung, TO~ll.pkills, and Schuyler Counties, New York, with 
Biographical. Sl?etches, by H. B. Peirce and D. Hamilton Hurd; and 
numerous interviews with the officers of the various institutions and 
organizations, and with residents of the village. 

1 The basic material for this work was gathered by Miss Gladys M. Kensler during the school year of 
1925-26, and was used by her as a thesis for the degree of master of science. The joint author added new 
data dunng the spring of 1928, and at the same time revised the original material and brought it up to date. 

• The Dryden Herald ceased publication in 1919; since that time a page in the Cortland Democrat has 
been given to news from Dryden. 

3 Pubhshed in r898 on the occasion of the centennial celebration held in Dryden in that year. The 
author is a lawyer in the village. 

• Published in 1908 at the time of the centennial celebration of the Presbyterian Church. 
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PART 1. STRUCTURE AND FUNCTION OF THE VILLAGE OF DRYDEN 

1. PHYSICAL STRUCTURE OF THE VILLAGE 

Location and plan 

The village of Dryden is situated in the eastern part of Tompkins 
County, New York, halfway between the, cities of Ithaca and Cortland 
(figure I). 

FIGURE [. LOCATION OF DRYDEN VILLAGE 

Business houses occupy three of the four corners about which the vil­
lage is built (figure 2), and the Presbyterian and ·Methodist Churches 
occupy the fourth corner. The outstanding features respecting the physi­
cal structure of the village are: the old three-story brick and frame build­
ings used for commercial purposes in the business section;' a modern gas 
station on one of the four corners, the situation of which makes it espe­
cially accessible to passing automobile traffic; the village green, on which 
stand the Methodist and Presbyterian Churches; the vine-covered library 
near the business houses; a large milk plant at the south edge of the vil­
lage, employing nineteen men; the school at the east side, with its equip­
ment for shop work and for the teaching of agriculture; the coal and feed 
stores located near the western' border of the village, by the railroad track; 
and the opera house, the grange hall, the I. O. O. F. lodge rooms, and 
the village hall, situated near the business center. 
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FIGURE 2. PLAN OF DRYDEN VILLAGE 

I HARDWARE 
3 GRANGE HALL 
5 GENERAL STORE 
7 HARNESS 
9 GARAGE 
II Bt..ACKSJ.4ITH 
13 !lANK 
J5 GROCERY 
11 GROCE.RY 
'90RUG 
21 BARBER 
23 F££D .,NO 5E£0 
~ LUIlABER 
27 OLD WCXlL£N MILL 
29 UNDER TAKER • 
31 R ... tLRQl..O S.:rATION 
33 PRODUCE aUYER 
35 8LACKSlitiTH 

The central part of the village is thus the focal point for retail busi­
nesses, the churches, and all phases of social and recreational activity. 
The large institutions, such as the school and the milk plant, are near the 
edges of the village, and the businesses requiring heavy hauling are situated 
along the railroad track away from the other establishments. '\ 

Surrounding area 

Dryden is situated in a valley between two ranges of hills (figure 3)· 
These hills, though once wooded, are now used largely for pasture. Pro­
ductive soil covers the valley. By virtue of the productive soil of the 
valley, and the pasturage afforded by the hills, the farming area is devoted 
largely to dairying. The village is an important marketing center for this 
industry. 

An area surrounding the village has been circumscribed and designated 
as a community. The community boundary, which is adapted from the 
map of the Clock Index Map Company, of Ithaca, New York, and was 
drawn in 19I8,5 is used here, but is not to be considered as limiting the 
area of the study. The community, and also the area covered by the 
services of many 01 the agencies and institutions, extend into Cortland 
County, the hamlets of Virgil and Harford being situated therein. 

• This area, designated as " Dryden Community," is shown by a dotted line In many of the figures on 
succeeding pages. 
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FIGURE 3. TOPOGR.WHIC FEATURES OF AREA SIJRROUNDING DRYDEN 

Thi~ 1-Jl1()LI)f!;r:l.ph is reprolluced from a topograpnic map of the State, and is useu tJY c()udesy of the 
~ew York State Museum 

Co IIllilli lli cat io It 

The services rendered by any village depend somewhat upon the means 
of communication a \-ailable. The l1leans of communication are in reality 
types of services, but because their prevalence is determinative of variot{s 
aspects of the village organizations and activities they are here considereJ 
as part of the physical setting of the village. 

Une railroad running north and south through the village gives the 
region aNew York City market. In addition, Dryden is connected by a 
hard-surface road with the cities of Ithaca and Cortland, besides having 
other hard-surface roads leading out of the village in three different direc­
tions. 1\n autobus line betV\leen Ithaca and Cortland passes through the 
village. 

i-\. -telephone central is located ill Dryden, ancllines gu from this into the 
surruunding country. They radiate mucll farther than the c()11111l\.\1lity 
boundary as uriginally defined. 

Two rural routes rUll from the Dryden post uffice (fig-me 4), c()vering a 
distance of approximately fifty miles. 
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FIGURE 3. TOPOGRSPHIC FEATURES OF AREA SURROUNDING DRYDEN 

This phnt()!-~r:lph is reprocIl1ceu from a topograpnic map of the State, and is used by courtesy ()f the 
~ ew Y or k State 1\1 useum 

C o III mUllicat io Il 

The services rendered by any village depend somewhat upon the means 
of c0111l11lll1ication available. The means of communication are in reality 
types of services, but because their prevalence is determinative of various 
aspects of the village organizations and activities they arc here considered 
as part of the physical setting of the village. 

One railroad running north and south through the village gives the 
region a New York City market. In addition, Dryden is connected by a 
hard-surface road with the cities of Ithaca. and Cortland, besides having 
other hard-surface roads leading out of the yillage in three different direc­
tions. c \11 autobus line betvleen Ithaca and Cortland passes through the 
village. 

A telephone central is located in Dryden, ancllines go from this into the 
surrounding country. They radiate much farther than the community 
boundary as originally defined. 

Two rural routes run from the Dryden post office (figure 4), «Werillg a 
distance of approximately fifty miles. 
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FIGURE +. RUR.\L ROUTES RUl\iNI/';(j FRml DRYDEN 

2. POPULATION STRUCTliRI'; 

The study of popubtion structure includes an analysis of the distribu­
tion of population by sex, age, and occupation, for both the village and 
the open country of Dryden Town. 

There are only eight foreign-born residents in the village and the sur­
rounding community; all of these, except olle living in the country, are 
naturalized citizens. 

Families 

In the village of Dryden are 687 inhabitants, inc1t~ded ill 2-1-0 families. 
The average size of the natural family is 2.6 persons and the number per 
household is 2.8. The open country of Dryden Town has 671 persons in 
169 families, which makes an average of 3.9 persons per family or house­
hold. A, comparison with other villages (table I) shows the average size 
of Drnlen families to he smaller than those of other villages in this and 
other regions. The average size of the family in the cOllll11unity, 3-<), i~ 

TABLE I. AYERAGE SIZE OF FiLlIlLrES FOR DRYDEN, OPEN COUXTRY, ,\ND OTHER 

VrLLAGES* 

Villages 

I 
Dryden ................................................................... 1' 
Open country .. , ............... > ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• I 
V\\\ages in Middle Atlantic States. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... , 
Villages in the Middle ,Vest ...................................... : '.' .' '.' .' '.' .' '.' '.' '.' '.' ' .. / 
Villages in the South. . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 
Villages in the Far West. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... i 

I 

Number at 
persons 

per family 

2.8 
3.0 
3·4 
3.6 
4·2 
3·7 

* Comparisons in tables I and 3 for Dryden and other sections are based on A_ Census Analysis of Agri· 
cultural Villages, by C. Luther Fry (I926). "Open country" in the tables, and in the text when dealing with 
exact numbers, refers to the open country of Dryden Town (Township). 
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larger than that for the farm population of Dryden Town (Township) 11l 

H)I I, when it was 3.5.6 

The special feature of the families in Dryden is their small size (table 
2). More than one-third of the families have only two persons each, and 
more than one-fifth are one-person families. 

T. \ BLE 2. N" U~[HERS A '-:D PERCEXTAGES OF FA~[lLIES OF DIFFERENT SIZES IN TilE 

Vn.LA(;E OF DRYDE:'i". AND OPEN-Cm':NTI{Y POPULATIO" OF DRYDEN TOWN, 1925 

-------~~~~--'--~----==c'===-=====c====== 

Village of Dryden Farm population 
Nmnbcr of persons in family 

1 ..... . 
2 .. . 
3 .... .. 
4 .. . 
5 .. .. 
6 ... 
7 .... " 
R .. .. 
Q ... .. 

10 .....•. 
II. 

Total. 

. . . . . . i . . . . . . I 
. .. 

)Jumher 
of families 

54 
<)5 
38 
24 
14 

9 
3 

Per cent 
of total 

:':-umber 
of families 

22.5 38 
39.6 lor 
I5.8 71 
l{}.O 55 
5.8 28 
,:).7 21. 
1. 2 r() 

0.4 4 
0,8 2 

. . . . ............ ............ 6 

. ....... _ .... .:..~ . ...:. -...:_:_ __:.:_:_~ .... ~ ... ~:_. ~~' _ .. _J 
.. .. .. .. ... .. .. · .. 1 24 0 I ............ I 3\4 I 

Sex 

Per cent 
of total 

11.0 
20·4 
20.6 
16.0 
8.1 
6.4 
4.6 
I.2 
0.6 
I.7 
0·3 

The population of Dryden Village consists of 308 males (44.8 per cent 
of the total) and :)i() females (55.2 per cent of the total). In the open 
unmtry of Dryden Town, the 111ak~ outnumber the females, there being 
34() males (52 per cent of the total) and 322 females (.j.S per cent of the 
total). A cOl11pari~on with other localities (table 3) shows that Dryden 
Village ha'i a smaller ratio of males to females than do villages in other 
parts oj the United States, and a much smaller ratio than has the 
surrounding territory. 

TAB L E 3. D],nmn"rr(l'\ ()F j'(lP];L,\TTOX IlY SEX Dr DRYDE:'i" VILLAGE, OI'J'"N 

(.'(II''\T1<\'. ;\,,11 \·J1L\(;E.-; ()F OT][EH SE("rl()~S* 

~ -----~---I---- --;(~~1~t~~-n--- - --I ~;~l~b-~~:;-
\,il1a)~es males to each 

Drvden. ~-'~-.-- .~ ~ .-.-. -.. ~. ~-:-: ~.-'-.. -.-. ~. ---M~;~_t __ ·~n:~:s 1, __ ~~~:::aIe_S_ 
Open country, . " ...... , ... 3-1-0 I 322 108 .. ~ 
\~i1lagesinI\fidd1cAtlanticStatcs 17.-!-8-1 19,857 88.0 
Villagesinthe:;\EJdle\rest 40.972 I 43,102 95.1 
VillagesintheSl)uth......... 27,886 29,569 I <)-~·.5 
Villages in the Far i,.Vest.. .. 21,966 20,872 105.2 

- ----- - - --- ----- - --
* See f uotnote to table I. 

Age distribution 

The village is the h0111e of the old people, the open country that of the 
young. Of the village population, 37.4 per cent are 50 years of age and 

e An agricultural survey, tOVl·nships of Ithaca, Dryden, Danby and Lansing, Tompkms County, New 
York. By G. F. Warren and K. C. Livermore. Cornell Univ. Agr. Exp. Sta. Bul. 295. 19II. 
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above, while onl}' 27.9 per cent of the opcn-country pOPlllation fall in that 
age group (tables -+ and 5. and jlgnre .)) : aile] .2;.C) per cent of j he yillage 

Population are below 20 \'ears of age. 
• fiilOPnncoiJntry 

which is a great colltrast to the 37. I per v, '~ I 

cent of the total in the ()jJen cOlllltry ae 

belonging in this age gruup. 
The older gmUj) in the villag'e is consti­

tuted predominantly of old ladies, these 
forming approximately 58 per cent of the 
population So years of age and above. To 
present the situation ill another way, 2 I.; 
per cent of the total yillage population is 
made lIjJ of women 50 years of age (/r 
above, but the men in this age group con­
stitute only 15.7 per cent of the total. [11 

contrast to this, 27.9 per cent of the total 
open-country populatiun are 50 years 0 f 
age or above. 15-4 per cent of the total 
being men and 12.5 per cent being women. 

The situation is reycrsed for the open FJDCRE 5· PERCE:\L\GE OF TOTAL 

country in the I)ercenta!!es of the total for POPl'L,\TJO:\ FOR llRY[)E!<: VILLAGE 
~ A~D [)RYDEl-; C())L\[Li:'\I1:Y, BY SEX 

males and females below 20 years of age. A)\'ll AGE 

Of the total population in the village. I2.7 

per cent are males below this age and 15.3 per cent are females; but of the 
total open-country population, 18.9 per cent arc males helow this ag'e all([ 
18.2 per cent are females. 

The preponderance of older people in the village as contrasted with the 
open conntry is shown by the average age for each. For the village this is 
39. I years, and fur the open Coulltry 33.S years. 

TABLE 4. DISTRIIlL;T[();o.; OF IlRYllE:-; Yl1.L.\[.E POPULATIOK BY Sr-:x A",n A(;E 

Total Males I Females 

Age (years) I Per I Per Per i i Per 1 Pcr 

_________ T\Ul::_i C~~fa\f _N111llbe~i Cl~~~i~:_,_c~iayf ,I Nl!mh~r I.{~~~~~I C~:::~if_ 
\\1 a[(es.......... 687 1100.0 308 I JOO.O I H.S I 379 100.0 I 5.1.2 

J~der5-:-'-"-"~'-~4J-I' 6.0 IS 1-~1~2.~---26 -(;:-;--1--';8' 
5- Q............ So 7·3 27 8.8 3.9 23 6.1 I 3·3 
0-14 .. ·......... 51 7.4 25 8.1 3.6 2(, 6.9 3.8 
5-19 ............ __ ~_~_____:." __ ~,~ __ .~_._.!_:.')_i 4·4 

Jp to 19......... 192 27.9 . I 87 I 28.2 I 12.7 105 I 27.7 ! 15·3 
.------ 1------------------ -----. 
0-24 ............ I 38 5·5 T 8 5.8 2.6 20 I 5·.3 2.9 
5-29 ............ 33 4.8 19 (>.2 2.8 14 3.7 2.0 
0-34 .. ·......... 47 6.8 20 6.5 2.9 27 7. T 3.9 
5-39 ............ 36 5.2 16 5.2 2.3 20 5.3 2.9 
0-44· .. · ........ 46 6.7 18 5.8 2.(, 28 17.4 4·1 
5-49 .. ·......... 38 5·5 22 7.1 3.2 I I(J 4. 2 2·3 

0-.+9............ 238 I 34·6 -l--,~-I-~I- 16.4--!-'-25~1-';-;~---~~' 

;;--54 .. -.. -. -.. -. ~I---:;-- --5-. 8~1---I s--·I----.;.s-r----;(,-I--2-2--i----;s- --3 -.2-

S-59 .. ·......... 47 6.8 r 22 7.1 3. 2 2 5 I ().6 3.6 
0-64 ............ 1 40 5.8 17 1 5.~ I 2.~ I 2.3 6. I 3.3 
5-69 ............ 1 43 6.3 I 17 I 5·0 2." 2() 6.9 3.8 
a and above ..... I 87 12.7 34 I I. a I 4.9 53 14. a 7.7 

I
-~ ------~,.-~ ---

a and above..... 257 I 37·4 1 lOS 1 .. _:3s.1 15.7 1 149 I 39.3 21.7 

~'-



12 BCLLET1:\" 504 

TABLE S. DISTRIBUTION OF OPEN-CO(;XTRY POPULATION BY SEX AND AGE IN 

]lRYlJEi\ 1'O\YN (TO\O;SHIP)* 

Total !\lales Fem.ales 

Age (years) 
--------------:-----------_ 

i Per I I Per Per I Per I Per 
Xum.ber: cent of :\"umber! cent of cent of Knmber:. cent of cent of 

__________ I~~a_l_1 I male::; total I females total 

All ages. 6il 1100.0 3.+9 100.0 (52,0 = 322~~OO~O I 4S.~-
Undel~. ~~--~1--s.;---~5 10.0 I 5.2 25 7.8 3.7 

10-14............ b~ 10.1 40 11.5 6.0 28 8.7 4.2 
5- t) ••• ,........ 56 I 8.3 21 6.0 3.1 35 10.9 5.2 

15-19 .... ·.·.·.·· _~ __ V~_7 ___ 3_' ____ ~ __ I--.~~--~-~~--
Up to~._._._._ .. _._. __ :.:Y_! 37.1 127 3(l.4 -----=-~ __ ____=__ ~~ __ _ 
20-2.~... 35 5.2 19 5.4 2.8 16 5.0 2.·t 
25-29. 33 -t.9 IS 5.2 2.7 15 4.7 2.2 
30-3-+.. 4S ().7 24 (l.9 3.6 21 6.5 3.1 
35-39. 31 4.6 13 3.7 1.9 IS 5.6 2.7 
40-44............ 43 0·4 IS 5.2 2.7 25 7.S 3.7 
45-49 .. · ..... ·.·· 48 7.2 27 7.7 4.0 2[ 6.5 3.1 

-----1----1---- - ---- ------
20-49 ........... . 235 35.0 Ir9 34. I 17.7 rr6 17·3 

50-54·.········ .. 42 6·3 24 6.9 3.6 18 5.6 2.7 
55-59 ......... ~3 6·4 25 7.2 3.7 IS 5.6 2.7 
60-64 ............ 25 3.7 17 4.9 2.5 8 2.5 1.2 

65-69 .......... " . 24 3.6 12 3.4 r.8 12 3.7 1.8 
70 and above. 53 7.9 25 7.2 3.7 28 8.7 4.2 

---- -------------------
50 and above ..... 187 27.9 103 29.5 15·4 84 26. I 12.5 

--- ---

* Accurate (hta on the population in the open country surrounding Dryden Village were obtailled ollb' 
for the town (to\vnship) of Dryden, owing to the necessity of following civil units in using the State Census 
Records. 

A cOl11parati n~ly small number in both the open country and the vilJage 
arc within the ages of 20 to 29 years inclusive; this group constitutes ro. I 
per cent () f the total in the opcn country, and ro.3 per cent of the total in 
the village. 

A smallcr percentage of Dryden's population is helow [0 ycar~ of age, 
and a higher percentage is a)J()\"e ()5 years, than thc <LI"crages jllr lillagc~ 
of other regions (tables 6 and 7). 

Occltpatiolls 

The occupations of the inhahitants of a village indicate to some extent 
the function of that village. The villagc agencies may serve the villagers, 
the dwellers in the surrounding open count ry, or thc general public, or 
they may serve any two or all thrce of thcse groups. \\,hich of these may 
be paramount depends on ,,,hether the village is primarily a buying, a 
selling, or a manufacturing center. 

In the village are 2.:p males 15 years of age or older. 
197, or 8r.7 per cent, arc gainfully employed (table l')). 
are ill school, retired, or without employment. 

Of this number, 
The rel1lai nder 

An analysis of the ways in which the 197 gainfully employcd malcs 
seryc, shows that 36.7 per cent serve the puhlic, which means that their 
scrvices are not localizcd, 28.6 pcr cent are farmcrs or serve the farl11t'fS, 
234 per cent serve both villagers and farmers, and 11.3 pcr cent serye 
only the villagers. 
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r ABLE 6. PERCENTAGES OF MALES IN J)[FFERENT AGE GRe)l"PS FOR DRYDEN ANn 

FOR VILLAGES OF OTHER REGlO~S* 

Age grottp Region Per cent 
of males _- --------

~----.-. -. '-'lr{ld~f~'A!I~~il~ Si~t~~::":":"::'" Jnder 10 years ........... , .. . I3.6 
16.3 
18.2 Nhdd\e '\\ est.. ... .. . .... ... 

South ......................... . 

o to 20 years .. 

. _ -~~- ---.- I Far \\' est " .... " .. 

...... ......... .. ~r~d~il; Alla:~tl~ St'a'l~~:' : ... 
Middle ·West..... . .. 
South ......... '" 
Far \Vest ........ . 

7.2.3 
I0.r 

I~.(> 

IS·4 
17.5 
19.8 
16.6 

* The data on other regions are taken from American Fillarters, page 95, by C. Luther Fry (1926). 

fABLE /. PEHCE~T.\GES OF FEc.[ALEo' I:\' DIFFFHEXT .'\<:1': c;]{(){ I'S F()R llRYIII':X A;\,j) 

FOR \TII.LAC;!·:S nt' OTHER RE(;roxs* 

--------- -

Age group 
I 

Per cent 
, of females 

T ndcr IO ~·cars .. ,. ..................... i Dryden ........ " ... . 
---1----- '.---

12.9 
14.2 
17.0 
20·5 
19.7 

o to 20 years. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 

o to 45 years 

5 to 65 years. 

Middle Atlantic States. 
Middle West. .. , .... . 
South ............ . 
Far West ............. . 

Dr;~~~:-.-.-.-.-.. - ~-.. -.-.-.. -.-.-.. -:\- ~8--
lvl~(ldle A!1antic States. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15.2 
Middle \\ cst. . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.2 
Sou th ........... , .............. , . . . 2 I . [) 
Far Vi,.·est ........................... l rS.X 

Dryden ............. . 
! Middle Atlantic States. 

~!if\dle 'Yest 
South 
Far West ... 

.' 
. . . . . . . . . . . \' ........... 
........... 
........... 

28.8 
3.3 8 
35 . 
38 
37.6 

-- ---- _,_- --_--

Dryden.............. . ..... ! 22.7 
Midrlle Atlantic States. . . . i 24· 4 

I ~~~~\(1le \\: ~st .... : : : :: ::. : : : : : :! ~~: ~ 

-)v-e-r-6~.ear5-.~--·---· ------- ._-.1-:':l\;:~:=~ .~--~-.-~I~.i--
Middle Atlanhc States...... '.:.:.:.:. :.I! 12.3 
MiddleWesl.................. 9.2 
Sot! th ..................... , ........ I S. 0 

Far West ........................... \ 6.3 
_-_ ---_-- _-- -----~-- -----­--- ------- ---_ -- ---- -

* The data on other regions are taken from American Villagers. page 95. by C. Luther Fry (1926). 
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T.\BLE 8. O,'fTPATfOKS OF ;\h.l.F~ FrFTEE:<J YE.\RS OF AGE OR AHO\,E J:-i THE VIJ.­
LAGE OF DRYDEN, ANll THE ;';-UMIlER ENGAGED IN E.'\cH 

Occupation 
Number in 
occupation Occupation I 

Number in 
occupation 

----------------- ------ -, 
Cabinet maker .. Raihoad ernplnyee. .1---8 -
Carpenter, .... . 
Chauffeur .... . 
Chain worker .... . 
Cemetery laborer. 
Civil engineer. 
Blacksmith .. 
Da v laborer. 
E1ectrician. . 
Farm laborer. 
C;ardener ..... . 
Janitor ...... . 

::1 , 

. " i 
Lineman ........ . 
Milk-plant laborer 
1\.lail carrier ....... . 

/ .... , 
Mail clerk ......... . 
Machinist ................ . 
Marble-works lahorer ....... . 
Inspector of adding machines .. 
Painter ................. . 
Plumber ........... . 
Stationary engineer .. 
Salesrnan .... . 
Truck driv(,·r .... . 
Taxicab driver .. 

12 
.J 
.J 
5 

2 
1<) 

J 
I 

17 
2 

Barber ..... . 
Bank cashier .. " . . .. . 
Assistant bank cashier 
Butcher .... ' " 
Cobbler ..... . 
Druggist ........... . 
Feed and coal dealer .. 
Farmer ........ . 
Garage worker ....... . 
Gas-station en1 ployee 
Grocer 
Hardware merchant. 
Harness maker ... 
Insurance agent .. 
Merchant ...... ' 
Undertaker. 
Physician ... . 
Dentist .... . 
Optician ...... , . 
Veterinarian .. 
Lawyer .. 
Teacher. 
Pianist ..... 
Clergyman .. 

:::::::1 
... , 

:::::1 
.' , ., 

• • . . . . I 

I 
. I 

I 
i 

'''1 . . . . . I 
.... ::::/ 

.. .. , 

. . . . ! 

: :1 
", 

I 

" 18 
4 

I 
8 

TABLE f). DISTJUBVTJON OF Jl.L\LES IX DRYDEX VILLAGE FIFT£EIi' YEARS OF A{;}; 
OR ABOVE, BY Al;E .\;-i;n OCCUPATIO]\' 

Agriculture ......... 1 2 \ 2 4 \ I I 2 I I \ 5 0 26 
Manufacturing .. , ... \ 0 I 0 0 I 0 0 0 0 I 0 0 0 2 
Transportation ...... ; 2 2 2 4 0 0 lOIS 

Trade.... .. ... ' 0 (,,, I 3 7 3 4 .13 

gl~~i~!ii.c: .. .. .. :: ~ a ~ 0 ~! ~ ~ ~ ~ 0 a ~ ~ 
ProfessionaL.. 0 0 0 2 0 I 0 3 0 I II 
F;l.rm 1abor .... , .... I I I I 2 2 1 3 I 2 3 2 21 
J\'!echanical industry.: 0 7 4 7 6 5 7 4 3 4 0 48 
Lahor on road... I 0 3 2 I 3 2 0 0 4 JC) 

Oth_er labor . . .. 0 ! 0 0 0 I 2 2 2 2 I I I 3 I 14 

II .6 
0·9 
6.7 

14.7 
2.2 
I.3 
4.<} 

9·4 
21.4 

8. S 
6"l 

Re~lred or no occupa-, : I I: II: I \ 
bon .....•.....•.. 1 0 i 0 I 0 i I O! 0 : I 2. 3 : 0 . 5 i 15 I 27 12. I 

Total .......... 1~-i;6 :;-;--,~~-:~=~='~=:~=:~=:~=:~=i .l~~1 22;;-1_~~~~-
Per cent in each age' I I 1 I I I I I : I I I I 
gro~_·~~t-~i~J_~J __ ~.J~:_ ~~~I~~:_~_~_9~7~~L7~~L~5~ ~_ ~._ ....... : ...... . 
* The total number of nlales in Dryden Village of the age of IS years or above in 1925 was 241. but those 

who were in school are not included ill the tJ.ule. 

The largest percentage (2I.4 per cent) of males in the village 15 years 
of age or over, are employed in the mechanical industries (table 9) ;' the 
secone! largest percentage (14.7) are engaged in trade; the third largest 
( 12. I) are retired; and the fourth largest (II.6) are engaged in farming. 
I f the number of farmers and the llumber of farm laborers are added 
together, the total is approximately the same as the llumber engaged in 
the mechanical il1dllstric~. The high percentage in the mcchanical-indus­
tries class consists of skillecl or semi-skilled workmen, such as plumbers or 

7 The method of classifying occupations is the same as that used in the Federal Census. 
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automobile repairmell, who depend for their work, either directly or incli 
rectly, on both the farming comllll1nity and the village people. 

In the main. proprietors and workers own their businesses in the Yillage 
Of the 186 gainfully employed males in the yjllage outside the protessions 
51, or 27-4 per ccnt. are proprietors. 

This cOllsi~h of th( 
and constitutes 20': 

A small unskilled-lahor group liYCs in the yillage. 
workers all the road and on the snrr<Jllllding farJl1~. 
per cent of the total of gainfully employed males. 

The percentage of gainfully cmployed males belnng-ing in the profes­
sional class is not high (--1-.!)). • \ccording tn the State Censns of I (J25, th( 
professiolJ_al ml'n of the yillage were as follows: lawyel's 2, clergym(,ll 2 

civil engineers 1. teachers I, physicialls I. dentists I, yeterinarians 1, opti­
cians I, pianists l. 

The open coulltry surrounding the \'illage, in the town of Dryden, has, 
total of 236 gain fully employed males. Of these. 194. or RZ.2 per cent 
are engaged in agriculture_ The remainder are widely distribllted accord­
ing to occupations (table to). 

TARLE ro. On: t-P,\TlO-,",S , OTHER TIL\:,\ ;\(;JUCULT(TIIE, OF GAI:--IFTTLLY E:'IPLOYEI 

-MALES 1:\ ])RYIIEN TO\\-N, _\:\11 THE :\1-~!m:R E"GN;Ell 1-" EACH ;\CC()Rll[~C TO Till­

STATE CE"SCS OF I<)25 

Occupation Xumbcr in 
occupation 

---_-----~--------'~------- ' 

Fireman .... 
Day laborer. 
Chauffeur ____ . _ __ 
Milk·plant laborer 
Chain worker ... . 
Qua rry laborer ... . 
:Mail carrier .... . 
Machinist. , ......... . 
Rubber-plant laborer. 
Automobile driver 
Salesman, .. ' .. , . 
Shipping clerk .. . 
Carpenter ...... . 

, 

"'1 

, 

! 

--, 
--I 

I 
q 

2 

3 

Occupation ?\umber in 
occupation 

------ -- -~-~--- -_ ~---_-
Plumber ........ . 
C'e!ll..eterv lall(lrer 
Bridge foreman. 
Painter .. 
Butcher .... 
Truck nlaker 
Janitor. " . . . . .. ..' ..... 
Laborer in fishline facton". 
Laborer in 'wire mil1 .... 
Laborer in luml)ervard .. 
Ins.pector of type\\:riters. 
Public serV1ce. . . .. . ......... . 
Domestic and personal sen·ice .. 

, 

\\,hi1c the population of the open country is predominantly agricultural, 
a large number \) f the gain fully employed males (17.8 per cent of the 
total) are engaged ill other occupations (table II). 011 the other hanel, a 

TABLE II. CL.\SSES OF OCC:UP.\TIOXS OF C;.\TXFULLY E.\1l'LOYEIl :\[_\LES IN DRYDEN 
VILLAGE .\:\D OPEN COUNTRY .. \:\[l "l-~IBERS ,\:\Jl I'EIICE:\L\CES (IF MALES 

ENGAGED IN E_\CH ACCORDlKG TO THE STATE CEXSUS OF 1<)25 

~~--~ _._ -_ ------~ ~ ----1---- ~-l~l1~~:- :~:lP~i~n - _ -1'--- Per cent i-~ :::u~~t~~: _.-
Type of occupatiun --,-- ;;~b::---I'--InOP~~---I--~Yll1agC In open 

countq" country 
-~--- -~----------I----- -----, ~--- ------
Agriculture (wcludllw Lll)(lrcrs) I -1-7 rO-1- I 2 ~ () R2. 2 
!,-,fanufactunng (mcludl1li' LthorP1S) 1::;0 IS 25 ~ ().4 
fransportatlOl1 I IS I 10 7 (J 4. 2 
Trade .. __ >1 7 I() 8 3_0 
Domestic. I • 5 I 3 2.5 r .3 
Clerical .. ___ . _ _ _ : : \ .l \ 0 1. 5 o. 0 

~~(~f~~si~n~lad .... :: i ~i I ~ ~:2 ~:~ 
Public service.,. . ..... 1 0 I I 0.0 0.4 
Other labor.... . .......... \ 14 I 6 7_1 2.5 

Total. .... _ _ _ ........... 1---19-7----I--~6-~I--~---I~~~~O~--
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rather high proportion (23.9 per cent) of the gainfully elllployecllllaies ill 
the village are in agriculture. Thus, if at any time in the past there has 
existed a sharp division of occupations between the village and its sur­
rounding territory, a tendency toward likeness prevails at the present 
time. No men engaged in the professions live in the open cotll1try. 

The total number of females fifteen years of age or above in the village 
of Dryden is 304. The number out of school is 279 (table 12). The 

TABLE 12. DrSTRTllOTWc-r OF FEMALES IN DHYllE,{ VrLL\GE OF THE AGE OF FIFTEl·.'{ 

YEARS OR ABOVE, BY AGE ,\,,1) OlTl'l'XflOl-< 
------ --- -- ----~. ---------- ----- ----- ----- -----_----- -- _-- - -

\ 
Age (years) \ Total I Per cent 

~ . -~----- number of total 

1 ype of occupatlOn I IS 120 125130 \ 35140 145 I 50 )551. 60 1 65' 70 1of fcm~l~sl in O,C(1-
to to to to to to to to to to I to \ and 111 ()~CU patlO!l 

19 ~ _ __:'l_ ~ ~ ~~ ~i_54 ~ ~~ 69 _ above ~":_i ____ _ 
Number of females in occupation 

Agriculturo ....... 0' 0
1 

0 01 r! 0 0; 0 1 0' 0' 0 0 I 0.4 

~lanufacturing...... 0'1 II ° II 0/ 01 ° 01 II II °1 ° 4 1·4 
I ransportatlOu. .. . . . I I a 0 2 I 01 () Q GOO 5 I :::; 

Trade .. : . . . . . . . . . . . 0/ I ° 01 oj 01' ° 0/ 0/ 0/ 0\ 0 I 0 4-
DomestIc........... 4 01 a 1 0 2 0 a 2 I 21 1 13 4.7 
Clerical.. .......... 01 3 II 0\ 21 II 01 01 ° ° 0 8 2.() 

ProfesslOnal......... I 2/ I 21 I 2 2 I 4/ 01 I 1 TQ 6.R 
Housewifery ....... \ 3 6 II 231 I4 2I\ IO\ I7\ I9J 9 14 17 164 58.8 
Mechamcalmdustry. 0 I ° ° a ° 0 0 0 0) 01 0 I 04 
Public service....... 01 oj 0 01 0 I 01 1 0] 0 0 0 2 0 7 

Other labor. .. . . . . . . 01 01 ° ° ° 01 °1 ° I °1 °1 ° I I ° \ Retired or no OCCU-I I I I 
patlOn ... · ....... 1 ° I ° 0\ II ° 3 2 1\ 8 10 34 60 ') 21.5 

Per :::al
in

· ~~~~. ~~~i/I-91 I6\ '4 27)1 2°1 28/i 16

1 

221 25
'1 23

: 26: 53 -'I 279* i--;OO ~ -

group ............ 3.215.71 5'01 9.7
1 

7.2IIO.O 5.71 7.9\ 9 ° 8.2\ 9.3 ,
19.0 ... ·._'_I __ ·_'_'_" 

* The total number of females in Dryden Village of the age of IS years or above in I925 was 304. but 
those who were in school are not included in the table. 

occupation of the majority (58.8 per cent) of those 110t ill school is that 
of housewife; the second largest numher constitutes t11C retired group 
(21.5 per cent). The occupations reprcsented arc as follows: teacher, 
nurse, bookkeeper, saleswoman, servant, stenographer, dressmaker, tele­
phone operator, music teacher, librarian, town clerk, laundress, extension 
worker, postmistress, assistant postmistress, mail clerk. innkeeper. 
Teachers, nurses, telephone operators, and dressmakers form the bulk of 
the women working outside the home. In the majority of cases, the 
women are engaged in occupations that require special training. 

Of the 55 gainfully employed females outside the home, 22 are single. 
The fact that 33 are married inclicates that married women are entering 
occupations other than housekeeping. Only a few women are working ill 
any type of manufacturing, which makes the situation different from that 
existing in the cities. 

In the open country surrounding the village there are 234 ,,,omen 
of the age of IS years or above. Only II of these are engaged in work 
outside the home. The types of outside work, and the numbers of 
women engaged in them, are as follows: school-teachers 3, bookkeepers 2, 

house cleaners I, waitresses I, nurses I, stenographers I, dress­
makers I, laundresses 1. 
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Age and occupation 

A few pertinent facts stand out respecting the distribution of the mal 
population ill the village according to age and occupation (table 9). I 
is obvious that those who are retired belong to the older age groups, 2' 

out of the 27 being 65 years of age or above. One-half or more of thos 
engaged in agriculture, trade, professional work, and "other labor," ar 
50 years of age or above. On the other hand, more than half of thos 
working in transportation, the mechanical industries, and labor on th 
road, are below 50 years of age. Farm labor is well distributed through 
out the various age groups. Thus the dominant, or basic, occupations 0 

the vil~~ge are in the control of the older men. 
Most of the women who are in occupations outside the home are beloy 

50 years of age (table I2). Proportionately more above this age are il 
the professions than in any other occupation. This is true for both th, 
village and the open country. 

3. PROFESSIONS 

The professional men and women listed in the State Census of 1925 a 
living in the village include two lawyers, one physician, one dentist, on' 
optician, one veterinarian, twelve school-teachers, one pianist, two clergy 
men, one civil engineer, two music teachers, and three nurses. 

The work of these persons shows specialization of functions. Th, 
increasing practice of the physician and the dentist for transients and fo' 
persons living at a distance from the village, and the work of the nurse: 
111 Cortland, in Binghamton, and in other villages, bear testimony to thi: 
fact. Likewise the practice of the veterinarian covers Tompkins County 

The services of the teachers and the ministers are not considered here 
since their tasks are largely determined by their attachments to the respec 
tive institutions. However, they constitute a predominant proportion 0 

the professional group (there being eleven teachers and two ministers), an, 
some of the teachers are employed in districts outside the village. 

FIGURE 6. AREAS SERVED BY THE DOCTOR AND THE DENTIST 

The doctor and the dentist lidng in Dryden do not serve all the people 
within these areas, since some are served by doctors living in Freeville, 
.McLean, Harford, Ithaca. and Cortland, and by dentists living in Ithaca 
and Cortland 
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The other professional workers Jo not playa large part 111 the yil1ag( 
and the surrot1nding commt1nity (tahle J 3)· 

TABLE 13. Dj~THjBL'TIO~ OF SEI{VICE~ I{E0:0,:RElJ \\'l'[HI~ ,\ YE.\[< BY l'[WfT:iSIU~.\I 

\VORKEHS I;\; THE \·II.L.\r;1-: .\~II TilE OPE;\; COL'YrRY 

, I "umber of families served ! Per cent of busim·" 
Profession* 

Lawyer ..... 
I..av.ryer .. 
Physician. 
Dentist ... . 

I-~n Yil~~~e--i -I~~-! From V~,~g-:-I--P;:O~;;;PCll 

.!,,~:_. -II CUIIE'Y ,I~~-:----=U:T~ 
175 175 45!1 4S 

V etennarian .. . Covers the whule county 
Music teacher 
l\~usic !eacher t. 
Nurse +. 

o 0 100 

Nurse. 
Nurse ..... 
Optician §. 
Pianist t ...... . 
Civil engineer .. 

90 
20 ()5 
No accurate data 

I 

\forked only on ruad 

. ~~." 
35 

* !\1inisters and school-teachers are omitteu bec3u!:)e they ure limited by the institutiun tu which the: 
are attached. 

t Practically retired. 
::: Estimates for a period of five years. 
§ Has moved from village since 1925, ancl information is not available. 
II In addition to 10 per cent from tran::;ients. 
~I From farms and other villages. 

Both the lawyers are more than 75 years old, and, while nominally prac­
ticing their profession, neither is cloing a large amount of work. The 
actual seryice which they render is about equal for the village and thl 
surrounding community. 

The practice of the one physician in Dryden covers the yillage, the 
immediately surrounding territory (figure 6), amI a transient populati()ll. 
The physician senes practically all the people of the village, but not 0 f the 
surrounding territory. III orJer oj importance, he renders service, first. 
to the people of the village, secondly. to those of the surrounding country, 
and thirdly, to transients and people of other localities. 

The one dentist living in Dryden and practicing his profession reaches 
about an equal number of villagers and farmers (table 13). J I is prac­
tice. in so far as territory is concerned, is widening and becoming increas­
ingly indefinite, 25 per cent of his income accruing from outside the imme­
diately local territory. 

The one veterinarian in the village seryes not only the surrounding COI11-

munity but the whole county as well. II e is employed by the Tompkins 
County Farm Bureau to make the tuberculosis tests on cattle. 

Dr):den is the home of two music teachers. One of them is carrying 011 

her work, the other is not. The one who is teaching has seycn pupils, all 
Jiying on farms in the surrounding country. 

Three practical Ilurses make their home in Drydell. serving the village, 
the surrounding farm territory, other villages. and some cities. The work 
of none of these nurses is limited to Dryden and the surrounding' farm 
territory. However, more work is done by them in the \'illage than on 
the farms. 
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4. ECONOMIC AGENCIES 

The economic agencies of the village include garages, a gasoline statio 
a bank, general stores, groceries, a meat market, a clothing store, dn 
stores, a restaurant, a hardware store, a harness shop, a lumber yard. 
marble works, a feed-and-seed store, coal stores, a produce store, a mi 
plant, plumbers, blacksmiths, and barbers. 

A distinguishing feature of the business houses in the village of Dryd( 
is that the owners or the proprietors do most of the work themselvc 
many of the stores having no clerks other than memhers of the owner 
family. Likewise, the operator of the business is the skilled workma 
as in the case of plumbers, blacksmiths, and barbers. This accounts f( 
the fact that 28.8 per cent of all the gainfully employed males outside tI 
professiolls are proprietors (page 15). 

A second feature of the economic agencies is the variability in exte] 
of territory from which they draw their trade. In this respect the agenci. 
seem to serve three constituencies. 1 n the first place, the hardware stor 
the old-line grocery, the chain grocery on week days, one general stor 
the farmers' milling company, one garage, the milk plant, ~ll1d the co 
stores, do not draw from it \Vide circle (fIgures 7, (), I I, 12, and 13) 
The boundary lines for these agencies are not far from the communi' 
limits. A second group of agencies, including one of the garages. a gel 
eral store, the meat market, the clothing store, the drug stores, the harne. 
shop, and the barber shops, have a greater area, this extending conside 
ably beyond the community boundary as established about HJl8 (figure 
7, 9. 10. I I, and 16). A third group of agencies includes the marb 
works. the gasoline station. the lumber company, and the restaurant. a 
of which extend their territory over a wide and indefinite area. The~ 
agencies are coming to serve a public and not a specific territory. 

The factors that determine the tracle areas of the viJ1age stores of Dr: 
den are apparently topography. competition of other villages and 0 f citie 
roads, railroads, and personality. Very few of the stores have a traclir 
area reaching far to the southwest. Topographical conditions have pre 
vented the building of especially good roads in that direction. Competiti~ 
from the small viJ1ages of Harford to the southeast and Virgil to the eas 
prevents the grocery stores from going as far in those directions as d 
other stores. Also, grocery stores. like the others mentioned above th~ 
ha \'e a similar area. seem to depend on face-to-face contacts to hold the 
trade. l\oads cause people to leave some places and go to others. Ofte 
trade does not cross a road. Thus, little trade goes to Dryden frol11 nort 
and 'west of the Etna-Freeville roacl, which forms the northwest houndar 
for 1110St sen-ices. The personality of the individual engaging in an acti, 
ity also plays its part. The area served by one of the plumbers of Dryde 
is determined largely by this fact. the plumber having once lived in tl~ 
area where he now works . 

. \ distinctive trait of the btlsiness act ivities is the transient trade. TI~ 
gasoline station and the garages especiaJ1y show this. Business ill the vi 
lage of Dryden. and very likely in other villages as well. is being cor 
ducted increasingly for the puhlic instead of for the local community. 

8 The boundaries of the trade territories as shown in the figures are not meant to convey the idea th 
all the families within the limits are served by the particular agency, because no agency does serve a 
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TABLE 14. DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE FOR VARIOUS ECONOMIC AGENllES OF THE 
VILLA(;E OF DRYJlE~ 

-_~_-~-_~~_--cc_-_--=-_==--_~_.:c-.:-_:--_ -_~~~~-

Per cent of business I~ Xumber of families served 

l In I In open 
I village country 

Type of business From 
village 

From open I From 
country ~nsients_._ 

(~ar8.ge .. ,-.-.-, ~-. -.. -.-.-.-.-. ~-. -_ .-.-.I~-l~ ----~ 50 5,? 

50 
(;arage'" t 
Garage * f .......... . 
Gasoline ~tation ...... . 
Bank ............... . 
General store ....... . 
General store .... . 

50 

50 
200 
17S 
100 

ISO 25 

40 20 30 
600 25 75 
250 30 ()5 
so 65 30 

Grocery store ...... . It.d ceased business when these on tn were gathered 
Grocery store ............ , .. . 
Grocery store ................ [ 75 
!\1eatmarket........ . ..... 1 ISO 

Clothing store... . . . __ .' .' .- .' .'r' I';" 5 
Drug store. .. . . . . . . . L~O 

Drug store .. , . . . . . . . . .. 'I 75 
Restaurant. . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 
Hardware store..... ..... 175 
Harness shop..... . . . . . . . . . . . . 200 
Lumber and roofing .......... 'I 35 
Marble works. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 
Coal and lime store ........... 1 125 

Coal, feed, etc ... ' ........... '1 200 
Produce store. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ......... . 
Feed and seed store ...... '" .. 20 

Milk plant. ................. '1 a 
Plumber..................... 125 

Plumber.\. ............... -'I 2< 
Blacksllllt ................. 'I " 
Blacksmith. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25 
Barber ...................... ) 110 
Barber. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 100 

-~-------_----~~~-- ~~ 

ilecuming a chain store 
loa 65 

75 
125 

175 
150 

75 
150 
250 
100 

5 
85 

175 
200 
175 
o4t 

100 

125 
100 

75 
175 

50 
65 
35 
30 
20 

40 
65 
15 

5 
80 
25 

a 
2 

o 
50 

10 
5 

60 
45 

35 
30 
35 
('0 
()Q 

20 
60 
35 
35 

5 
20 
75 

100 
98 

root 
50 

90 
95 
35 
45 

o 

50 
o 
5 
5 

o 
20 
a 
5 

10 
60 

o 
o 

50§ 
90§ 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 

o 
o 
5 

10 

* These two garages were under one management when the information was gathered in April, 1928. 
t Data not obtained. 
~ This includes a number of persons outside the community, fro:ll whom the plant buys nu1k. 
§ Outside the community. 

G'araucs alld gasolille station 
There arc three garage~ in the village, two of them under one manage­

ment. Their f unctioll is shown by the distribution of the families whom 
they sen·e, and the source of their income (table 14). One of the three 
garages (L on the map, figure 7) draws more from the village in the 

•••••• GH ~,~ L _-t!!~-\-""'"',-f .. ~ 
_G'r.(~H ____ GHi(. A 

••••••••••• GiS ~htlOn 

FIGL-RE ,. .\RE_\S SERVED BY G.\R.\GES A;\iD GAS STATION 

These garages and the gas station do not serve all the people of this 
area. since some are served by garages located in the near-by villages 
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number of families that it sern~s. hut the income is ahout equally divided 
between the village and the open country. The other two garages, which 
are now under the same managemcnt. senc the opell-C0l1l1try people, from 
whom So per cent 0 [ their Imsincss c()mcs. and a transient trade equal to 
that of the village. 

The gasoline station has a retail trade which Cl)\"ers a small area (figure 
7), and a wholesak business which extends oyer a wide territory. 

Balll~ 

The bank of the village is capitalized at $25.000. In its operations it 
serves appruximately eight hundn.'d familics. The area £1'I1nl which it 
draws is one uf the largest (f~gun~ ~). ~~ls(). basically, it is 1110re of an 

FIGLRE 8. ,\RE.\ SERVED BY TIlE 1l.\:\K 

The area served by the bank is \rery large, since on1;: the h;_j.llks of Ithaca 
and of Cortland are in competitiut1 With this hank 

open-country scrvice agency than many of the other establishments. I J 

per cent of its customers and business coming frolll that source (table 1.j.). 

The reasons for the bank-service area being large are apparently twu: 
the personality of the m~n in charge, and the business meth()ds fullowed. 
The business operations are largely Oll a friendly, personal, face-to-face 
IJLlsis. 

Gelleral stores (l1lI1 !froccr_)' stores, (Iud 1Jleat market 

Two general stores and two groccry stores were located in Dryden at 
the time when this study was made. The largest general sture, which has 
since closed out its business, had a rather extensive terri ton' d\1e to the 
variety of goods which it carried. The other general store ;CITCS mainly 
the older residents of the village. as does one of the grocery stores. These 
have a small trade area (fignre 9). The seconcl grocery store has tW() 
trade areas, one for its regular week-clay bu~iness ane! one for its Satur­
day-night trade. The week-clay trade is largely from the village and comes 
f rom the laboring class. The Saturday-night trade is much larger and 



22 BULLETJ1\' 504 

extends to the small villages of the region. A third grocery store had 
ceased husiness by J<)2~, hut its trade area is shown ill figure <) for J')2.). 

FIG~'RE 9. AREAS SERVED BY THE GE:SERAL A"II) (;ROCERY 
STORES AND THE MK\T ~L\RKET 

These stores do not reach all the people of the areas served, since geneml 
stores arc found In all the near-by villages 

The meat market is no longer primarily a butcher shop, since most of 
the meat handled is shipped from a packing house. The territory through 
which meat is sold is large. This agency is, on the whole, more of a vil­
lage and transient service agency than an open-country one. 

Clothing store alld dr/(g storcs 

The clothing store carries principally everyday clothing, though it has 
also suits, overcoats, and small items such as tics. Its trade is dependent 
prilllarily on the village, but it sells also to some families in the open 
country (figure 10). 

Dryden has two drug stores. The areas in which thcir goods are sold 
are about the same (fig-me JO). Both are adapting themselves to chang­
ing conditiolls: the sale of drugs has decreased, but the sale of cQsmetics, 
toilet supplies, and school supplies has increased. \"hen fine horses were 
heing raised, the owners depended on these stores for supplies, but this 
nec(! no longer exists. These stores, however, sti\\ depend more 1m the 
open cO\lntry than on the villag'c for their lmsilless, 60 per cellt of which 
comes from the open country (table 14). ~-\.s with l1lany 0 f tlIe other 
agencies, the transient trade is on the increase. 

Restaurant 

The restaurant in Dryden is a combination of rooming honse, icc-cream 
parlor, and restaurant. The first two services are used chiefly by the 
residents of Dryden. The trade territory for the restaurant is indefinite; 
a large proportion of this senice is to transients, especially from J nne to 
October. 
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_C!o11"ngand 
__ Cdrug~fore 

FIGlRE ro. .\REAS SERVED BY TilE CLOTHI'i"G STORE .\'i"1l 
THE DRUG STORES 

The clothing store has only the competition of the stores of Ithaca 
and of Cortland; the drug stures have, in addition, the competiti()Jl of a 
drug '3.t(}tC at )'lcl .. e~\.n amI. one at Free.v\_\k 

Hard,care store alld harlIess sho/' 

The hardware store ill Dryden serves the surrounding country and the 
village (figure I I). It sells roofing, stoves, furnaces, kitchen utensils in 

FIGURE r r. ARK\'i SERVED BY THE HARDW,\RE STORE A'll) 
THE HARNESS SHOP 

The hardware store has t he competition of a hardware store at Frt'c­
ville and of stores in Ithaca and Cortland; a harness shup at 1\IcLean 
competes for the busllless uf the territory between that village :1nu 
Dry(len 

aluminum, ena111el, iron, and earthen ware, and tools such as rakes, spades, 
picks, and axes. Except toward the southeast, the territory corresponds 
to the old community boundary. It sells to 1110re villagers than open­
country people, but the sales in terms of dollars are larger for the open 
country. 
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The harness shop is combined with a shoe-repairing shop. The harnes, 
business has been declining, and the shoe-repairing business appears to 1)(' 
necessary to Sa\T the shop. \Vhil(~ the man in charge works for more 
families in the country, he receives IlHJre 11l()lln' fru11l the dwellers in the 
village (table 14). 

Lumber Jard and marble 'ie'orks 

The lumber company located in Dryden is of recent origin. This com­
pany buys logs from a radius of fifteen miles amI saws them intll lumber. 
Most of its trade comes from without the village. It is a public rather 
than a local agency, 50 per cent of its trade being from outside the imme­
diate communitv. 

The Dryden ":.'.Iarble \\'orks is more than a local ag·ency. I t selL o\'er a 
wide area reaching to Syracuse, Elmira, Binghamton. anel other cities. 

Coal, prodlfce, a11d fced stores 

Dryden has two stores that deal in coal. Clne 0 f these (C in figure 12) 

handles principally coal and lime, and So per cellt of its business CLJllle~ 
from the village. The other handles feed and fl'rtilizer as \yell as cu:tl, 
which makes it an agency [or the farmers rather than fDr thl' yillage, alld 
75 per cent of its business comes from the surrounding country. 

_Produce __ Co~1 
__ _ Co~IG 

___ Fted~nd~eed 

F!(iUl{E 12. Al{EAS SERVED BY ClHL, I'ROlllJ('E, .\"]) FEED 
STORE'; 

The produce store in the village buys its produce largely fr0111 the 
farmers. It is a business dealing almost entirely with the farmers. Its 
territory is large (figure 12), and, though designated 011 the map as 
specific, is really general. 

Dryden has a cooperative feed-and-seecl store, which is a farmers' 
enterprise, run by the farmers and for them. It constitutes a specialized 
type of farmers' agency, and almost IOO per cent uf the business comes 
from the farmers. 
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11;] ilk plant 

The Borden milk plant is a modern establishment buying milk through 
the Dairymen's League from the surrounding farms. It purchases the 
milk from an avc:rage of 110 farmers. Its immediate territory is not 
large (figure I;), the horclers being close to those of the old community 

FI(;l-RE 13. AREA FROM WHICH THE MILK PL.\:'\T OF 
DRYDE~ BeyS ITS MILK 

area except toward (he north. This is the largest industn- in the village, 
with an a \'erage of 20 employees. 1t is a special service' agency for the 
farmer,;, 

PI/(J/lbcrs 

Two plulllher,; have sl](Jps in Dryden. and work in the village an(l the 
'llIT( )\lllding territ()ry (figure q). Both these men own their establish-

_WPIU'llher __ MP!u.tl>btr 

Flc;nn: Lt. .\RE.\5 SERYED BY THE PLUMBERS 

The pl111llbcrs uf Dryden have the COT;lj)ctition (lj a plumbf'f located 
in T\.f(~Lp,'ln_ :inn nf n111mhpT"~ in thp ('ihf's ()f Tth:lr::l ::Inn C()rt-hrrl 
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ments and do their own work. In the number of fal1lilie~ ~en·e(l. these 
plumbers do 1110re in the \"illage than in the open country: but ill the 
amount of busine!'s, the t\\·o localitie, are ahout equal. 

Blacksmiths 

Two hlacksmiths ha\"e their shops ill the village. One (R in figure 15) 
works mostly in \\"ood, while the other ( r I in figure r 5) is occupied mainl y 
in shoeing horses. These are predominantly farmers' sen'icc agencies. 

FrGt'RE IS. AREAS SERVED BY THE BL.\CKS111TlIS 

Blacksmiths in the vi!1ages of Freeville. I\fcLean, Etna, anJ ILtrford 
compete \yith those (If Dryden 

Barbers 

Two harber shops, with three harhers, arc 
servc hoth the village and the opcn connt ry. 
two shops are very similar (figure r(,). Onc 
farmers more than does the other. 

_MBuetr 
__ H8.rber 

located in Dryden. Thesc 
The areas covered by the 

of these secms to scrve the 

FIGCRE r6. AREAS ~ER\"EI) BY TIIEIBARBERS 
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J' CIl1.'RCHES AXD OTHER ]{ELH;UWS (lI,(;,\X]ZATUIKS 

The village of Dryden has three churches with their subsidiary organ­
izations, and two religi()lloi groups-the Hi-Y Club alld the (;irl Reserves 
-which function independently ()f the churches. The three churches are 
the Presbyterian, the 1\1 ethoclist, and the Episcopal. Each 0 f the first two 
has good equipment, Sunday-school rO(l111S. a kitchen, a dining room, and a 
pipe organ. The Episcopal Church is practically abalJ(\onell. 

Village alld o!Jcll-coulilry I1lclIlbcrship 

The vtl.lage membership in the churches represents 32 per cent of the 
village population. In the .:\Iiddle ,\tlantic States 41 per cent uf the yil­
[age population are members of the local churches," which is a cunsiderably 
higher proportion than that in Dryden. 

The membership of the churches anl\ of their auxiliary organizatilJllS 
belongs predominantly to the village (table IS), Not only are the majur­
it)' uf the members of these organizati()lls yillagers, hut it is the village 
members who run the organizations. O[ aU the officers in the churches 
and their subsidiary groUjlS, 75 per cent or more liye in the village. 

TABLE IS, DISTRlB\'TllJ;-; OF ::'IE'lBFH~ A~lJ ()F OFFJCEI':' I~ TilE VILLACE A:'-fD THE 

OPEN CO\J;\;TRY, FOI{ CHURCHES A:-IIJ OTIIE[{ l<.ELIt;JUUS OI{(;.\"[zATlU:'-f~ IX THE 

VILLAGE OF DRYDEN 

Instituticln 
or organization 

:\umbcr of ofIicers I Per cent of I 
nlcmbers I 

I 
:l_n_lb_e_r_o_f~,ernber~ i 

Tot::lI v11- open Tota! \'il- open vil- open I 
I III / In: III In I In I In __ , _______ I~ lagc_c_"_Ju_n_t_r,_, ____ la_ge countrYI lage 'country, 

C;hurchcs 
::>resbyterian .......... ,. r65 lOS .17 I17! II J 3 I 65.5 3-+.5 
Wethodist .... 1 100 go 20 "-t 14· \ 0 80.0 20,0 
Spiscopal. .... , Lj. IJ 0 0 0 92.9 I 7.1 

Sunday schu()ls 

Per cent of 
ofEcers 

In In 
vll- ! open 
lage ICl)untry 

786~2I.-+ 
100.0 j 0.0 

0.0 I 0,0 

?resb\'terian 
\1.ethodist, ' ::::1 75 

()2 
50 I 
I~ ~Z: :~i ~i~~:gl 40,0 I 94, I I 5 0 

16.4 IOU.O I 0.0 
------- _--, 

I PrcsLyterian Church organizations 

;V ~~;' S , ;vI issi~llary So~ i 35 30 6 1 6 0 ! R.I. 7 q ,3 \ roo 0' 0 , 0 

Ways and 1!eans Suciety 'I ()() 4-.'\ 12 5 5 0 1 go.o 20.0 100.0 0,0 

Men's Association... .... 30 20 10 -+ 3 r I 66.7 33.3 I 75 0 25.0 
:hristian Endeavor So-I I 

ciety ... , .... j 26 22 -+ 184.6 15.487 12.S 

I,adies' Aid" , , ' , , , 
Missionarv Societv ... 
~p\ .. rorth League.: .. 

-j--- --- ----~1~thodlSt Church organ~ili~n-s------ ----

"'I 30 ' 23 71 4 41 0767 23.31000 0,0 
... 14 10 ...;. .+! 4 I' 0 7I..~ 28.6,100.0 0,0 

, 40 35 6 6 0 i 87.5 I 12.5 ,100.0 0.0 

I 
'li-Y Club*",." .. ,",', ',/ 
firl Reserves. '" .... 

_21 i 
24 , 

7 ' 
12 

14 
12 I 

Other religious organizations 
i ,,' """ I 33,3 
I ." i·"" I 50,0 

66,7 I .,., 

.10,0 / "" I 

* Information relati.ng to officers of this organization could not be obtained, since the organiz<ltion had 
lisbanded just before the data for this table were gathered in the spring of I()28. 

The two young people's or,~'anizatiuns-the Hi-Y Club and the Girl 
H,esenes-presellt a di (ferent situatioll, the young people f 1'0111 the farms 
constituting one-half or more uf the membership (table IS). 

~ American agricultural villages, p. 183. U:,' Edm.und deS. Brunner, Gv,,'endolyn S. H\\ghes, and 
Marjorie Patten. 1927. 
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Prcsb.vicriml Church and orgalli:;ations 

The membership of the Presbyterian Church totals 165, of whom 57. ( 
3-+·5 per cent. live ill the Ct>ulltry (tahle 15). More than three-fourths ( 
the officers live in the yilJage. Tbe area from \vhich the membership 
drawn is very small (figure 17). 

_P"5byt!r,a~ _~<I-\-.,,-,+--: _ 
__ __ M./hod,sf 

FIGURE 17. AREAS FRO~l WlllCll TilE PRESBYTERL\;\ A);ll 
METHODIST CHURCHES DRAW THEIR MEMBERSHIPS 

Churches located in all the surrounding "illagE's apparentlr li;;;it t::e 
areaS ~crved by the Drrc1cn churches 

The Sunday school, which is the chief subsidiary ()r.~allizati()ll, dra\\ 
60 per cent of its membership and 9.P per cent of its officers 1r0111 til 
village. 

The \Vomen's Missionary Society has as its primary purpo~e the pre 
motion of interest in missionary work. Its membership totals 35, wit 
only 5 of the members living in the country. .\ll the 6 officers live in tr 
village. Thus the women of the village twt only make up most of tb 
membership in the organization, but abo run it. 

The Ways and :Means Society is all mgallizatioll of 60 women who~ 
purpose is to assist in the maintenance of the church. Of the 60 member: 
12 live in the country, but all S of the officers li\'e in the village. 

The Men's Association is composed of the two men's classes of tll 
Sunday school. Two-thinb of its membership awl three-fourths of it 
officers live in the village. This group holds monthly meetings. at whic 
the programs are much like those' of the old-time literary societies. Tll 
VVashington's Day banquet is concluctecl by this organization. 

The Christian Endea \'ell' Society is a young people' s organization whic 
carries on a routine. but particular. kineI of religious program. [t belong 
largely to the village. 22 of the 26 members. and 7 of the 8 officers, livin 
there. 

!viet/lOdist Chllrch alid orgaJli::atiolls 
The l\Iethoclist Church follows the routine program. holding preachin 

services and Sunday school each Sunda_l'. The church has a l11em]Jershi 
of approximately roo, of whom 80 live in the village (table 15). NOll 



of the 14 officers live in the opcn country. Tim:'. this institution belongs 
fundamental1y to the ,'il1agers and is ntll hy them. The fact that the 
church cloes not reach the farm population is shr)\\"]J further by the small­
ness of the area fr0111 which thc membership i~ dr~l\\"ll (figure 17). 

The Sunday school may hc termed tairly artlYe. Imt it has no distinctive 
program. Like the memhership of lhe church. tklt of the Sunday school 
comes largely from the yillage, anc( an the ofiicers and teachers come from 
the same source. 

The Ladies' :\id. the functiull of which i~ to ~l1pl'lell1eJ1t the general 
finances of the church. has more thiln 7S \ier cent of it~ memhership living 
in the village, :lJld al1 its (lffil"T~ arc Yi1Jagcr~ . 
. , The ;'I[is'iionary Society i.-i dependent largel,\' Illl llll' yilla!2;c. J() of the 14 
memhers and all the 4- officers Ii"iug thcre. 

The Epworth League is a :'Cll1l1g people',; (Irganizatioll designed to train 
youth in religious activities. The young people of the village furnish most 
of the membership and all the officers. 

Episcopal Church 

TJle Illclllhcrsllip ()f the Episcopal Church is only Lt. Olle mem1Jcr JiYes 
outside the village. This church no longer holds service. 

Olhl'/' reliyiolls argolli::atiolls 

The Hi-Y (1nb for boys of high-school age was organized under the 
auspices (If the Cortland Young i'.len's Christian .\,;sociation during the 
winter of liPS. It di"hanclecl in the spring of Iqz8. A larger proportion 
o! the membership of 21 came from the open country than from the 
Ylllage. 

Thc Cirl Rescne~ i, made up of girls from tweke years of agc tip 
thrmlg'h the kens. The cl\lb \Va.s organized under the supervision of the 
Yotlng \Yomcn's Chri~tiall Association of Cortland. lts total membership 
is :.q, half of whom arc from the surrounding community. 

O. [':OGCATTOXAL :V;ENCIES 

Educational activities in Dryden ilnd the surrounding community are 
carrie(l on through the school, the library, two literary societies, the home 
bureau, the farm bureal1, the chautauqua, thc \\'o111al1'''' Christian Temper­
ance Union, the 4- H Club, and the Young Farlllers' Club. The two pub­
lic ec111cationa[ in:;t1ttltiu11:;. the schl)ol and the library. draw the majority 
of their constitl1cnts fn1]11 the o]wn country. but this holds for no other 
educational agellc~' except the farm llllreau. 

School 

The yillage SChOlll system COl1sist:-; Il f a high school and the eight grades. 
Pupils attcnel fmm l)oth t]lC "illagc and the snrrounding country. The 
high-schiled ct1ndllllCllt j, S:): 1)1 11H"~(' .. ;(i are from otltsidc the village 
(tahle 1 (i). 111 [\)20 (w(\ di~1 rich ()uhiilc the \"illagT discontinueil their 
organizatioll and came in with the \·illage. Till (J .. q one of these districts 
resumed its forl1ler practice uf haying its 0\\"11 [Ilca! teacher. 
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TABLE )(:i, DrSTRIIlUTlO'< OF 0.IE~lBEI(S ,\'ID OF OFHCmS IN THE VILLAGE A;-.;n THE 

OPEN C(W;'>;TRY, FOR EDI'CATlO'I.'\1. r",STITCT!O:\S AND OR(;ANIZ.\TlOXS 1:-; TilE 

VILLAGE OF DRYDEN 

Institution or 
organization 

High school. 
Lihrar~·. " ..... . 
Portnif.!htly Clllh ....... . 
Dryden Literary Cluo" " " 
Home bureau" " : 
Fann hureau" " " I 
Chautauqua" . " . "" """"""' 
\Vnman's Ch~istian Tem-: 

perance UnlOn*' 
4-H C1ub ........... . 
Young Farmers' Cluh. 

::';urnber of members /1 ~urnber of officers I Per cent of I) Per, cent of 
l11Cmhers otficers 

'1--' ---------,--------------

; In I In i I In I In I In I In In I In 
Total I vd- I open i Total, vil- open vil~ open vil- open 

lagc 'country: i lagc \ countq.· , Iage .cauntn'! laf~e \country -2~~"-~~r--.j 41---0-I,I~~-' ~IT::~-o ---" <) 

J .~ 2 3 311 
a I 87. S 12 . 5 ',100. 0 n. () 

38 18 4- 3 IO,.() 32.1 75.0 2.') () 
5 2'2 0 2 18.5 81 5 1 0,0 lon () 

3.3 1,3 3 3 0 71 . 7 28., i I 00 . 0 O. U 

52 20 3 i 0 I 72.2 27.8 1 100 . 0 a.o 

o 10 0 ____ 0 __ 1 0 0.0100.0 0.0 G.O 
3 24 0_ _0 0 11.1 SH.9 0.0 D.n 

72 
10 

27 

* The \Yoman's Christian Temperance Union is listed as educational largely because of its present t;"pe 
of work. 

t Enrollwcnt in high schoql. 
t Estimated number of families tlsinp, lihrary. 
§ :\umbcr of guarantors. 

The territory from which tile girl~ and hoys of the open cOl1ntry come 
(figure 18) is one of the wide,t ()f ally (If the agencies, including the 
economIc. Furthermore, thi, area has beel] widcning within the past fi\T 

or SIX Years. \:Vith the estahlishment ()f c()urses in agriculture and home 

FIGl'RE 18. .\RE.\ FROM WHICH THE HIGH-SCHOOL P\TILS 
COME 

The \Tlllav,e o[ Freeville has a. high scnool, though the area of Dryden 
overlaps 

econol11ic~, this is increasingly becoming a scllool for the farm hoys and 
girls. 

Library 

The Southworth :'IIelllorial Library is a very important educational 
institution of the yillage. 1t contaills 12.550 \"olul1les, and the work of the 
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school is largely dependent upon it. Because of this, the circulation or 
books is larger for the people of the surrounding country than for the 
village. Transients who live for a time in the village during the summer 
also make use of the library. 

Literary societies 

Two literary societies exist in the village-the Fortnightly Club and the 
Dryden Literary Unh. The Vortnightly Clnh is composed of 20 (If the 
older women 0 f the village. organized for the ml1tual improvement and 
higher intellectual attainments of its me111bero;. The Dryden Literary Cluh 
is an organization of"] 4 of the younger women of the village and 2 oj the 
open country, the purpose of which is to develop and improve literary 
taste and culture. 

The home bztrcalt ol1d the form bureau 

The work of the home bureau is educational, social, and promotional. 
The organization has 56 members. of whom 38 are in the yillage anel [8 
in the country. Of the officers, 75 per cent live in the village. 

The work of the farm bl1real1 is educational and economic. It is organ­
ized 011 a town ane! community basis with a local mcmhership of 27. of 
whom 5 are in the village. The two officers are farmers. This is a rcal 
farmers' organization centering in the village. 

C llall tallqua 

The chautauqua. which is held annually, offers in ib programs hoth 
educational and entertainment features. No information is availahle as 
to the number of persons who attend the chautauqua from the village ane! 
irom the open country, hut the majority of the guarantors, 71.7 per cent, 
come frolD the village. The 3 officers of the guarantors' organization live 
in the village. 

~Vo7l1an's Christiall TClIlperancr Ullioll 

The \\'oman's Christian Temperance l'niun has as its principal work the 
pWlllotiol1 of the writing oj prize essays (In temperance. III this respect 
it is all educatiollal organization. (li the 72 women making Ujl the mem­
bership. 52 liyc' in the village and 20 in the open cD111ltry. The organiza­
tion has only;) officers. all of whom liH~ in the village. 

Other edllcotiollal orgalli:::afiolls 

An organization which has heen perfected under the auspices of the 
school is the -l-H Cluh. It \\'as organized d\1ring the scl]()o] \Oear of H)27-28 

through the leadership of the teacher of agricultt1re. rt is comJlosed of 
[0 farm hoys. 

The '{ 0{11lg Farmers' Clul i. all organization which was started in 
October. 1927, carries forward a constructi\'e prograIll. The membership 
totals 27; only 3 of these are from the village, and all Imt 2 are high­
school students. 
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7. SOCIAL AND RECREATIO);AL ORl;ANIZATIONS 

Lodges and clubs afford the means through which much of the adlllt 
social Ii f e of Dryden is exercised. The lodges studied are the l\'1asonic. 
the 1. O. O. F., the Eastern Star, anel the Rebekah. The clubs are the 
Casserole Club, the .I\'eeelle Club, the B. 11. Club, the Bridge Club, and 
the Fillmore Club. The Grange also is considered in this section, though 
it performs educational as well as social and recreational functions; and 
some space is given to the band amI to the basketball team. 

The lodges and the Grange draw heavily for their membership Oll the 
populatinl1 of the open country, lmt the clnbs are small group organiza­
t i()ns desiglled by and for the social Ii fe of the villagers (tahle I 7). Th11'. 
in the formal s()cial groups the open-country people arc predominant, but 
the informal and smaller groups lJelong to the village. 

Lodges 

The Masonic lodge has I82 members (table I 7), of whom 52 live ill the 
village and [[ 8 in the surrounding country within the boundary lill!' 
marked on the map (figure I9) for the lodge. The remaining 12 memh('1"s 
are scattered in other sections. The territory covered corresponds to the 

_Ma,on, 
__ GddFelloIl'3 
___ Gr."., 

FIGURE 19. AREAS COYERED BY ~IEMnERSIIIP IN TilE 
MASO:-(IC AND 1. O. O. F. LODGES, _\,,0 IX THE GRANGE 

general tracle area, hut it is l1luch larger than that limited by the old com­
mUllity boundary. Though more of the memhership of this lodge is found 
outside the village than in it, 9 of the 1 I officers are \'illager~. 

The 1. O. O. F. lodge has both village and country members, with a 
few more in the country than in the village . In this lodge 9 of the IS 
officers are frol1l the coulltry. cOlltrarily to the situatioll in the l\Iasonic 
lodge. The c0\1I1try 111(,1l1her~hip apparently wields greater i1lfluence here 
than do the villagers. 

The Drydell chapter of the EastertJ Star lodge is predominantly a village 
organization, but lllany women in it live in other villages. While the 
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TABLE 17. DISTRIBUTION OF 1InlBERS A"in OF OFFICERS IN THE VILLAGE AND THE 
OPEN COUNTRY, FOR SOCIAL AND RECRE.\TIO::\.\L ORGAXIZ.\TlONS IN THE VILLACE 

OF DRYDEN ====-----_._----._- _. _--_. 
---~~~:::n:I:-e:I-Number :f:n~~rs I Per =~~II~er :~:r-

1 members offlcers 

Organization --------1 
I 

In I In I' I In I In In I In 1 In I In 
Tota; vil- i open Total vil-, open vil- I open 1 vil- open 

, lage :countrYI I lage ~country lage ,country lage Icountry 

r
l\.f·a-os-.o-oP-s.-.F.-.. -.. -.... - .. -.. -.. -.... - .. -.. -.·-.··.-.·11 18211-s-;-I-;-;s-I--II-·--~!---;-I~i6.;8187S1'-~~ 

751 35 ·1 40 15 6 I 9 46.7 i 53·3, 40.0 60.0 
Eastern Star ............ , 139 IO·l§. 35 22 131 9 74. 8 I 250215901 4U.9 

Rebekah .. · .. ··.··,·,.··r 80 
53

1 27) "I 6 8663133.842.9: 57.1 CssseroleClub*......... 30 .,0 I 0 ............. 100.0 I 0.0 · .. ·1 .... .. 
NeedleClub............. 18 IS 3 1 I I' 0 03.3 16.7 100.0 0.0 
B. H. Club........ ...... uti 61 ,I 3 46 . 2 3R.S 66.7 33.3 
Bridge Club*............ 12 II 91.7 8.3 .... 
FilhnoreClub........... 20 20 0 3 .3 0 100.0 0.0 100,0 0.0 

Grange....... .......... III 30 I 81 13 b 7 27.0 73.0 46.2 I 53.8 
Band................... 20 IS 5 0 I II: 7$.0 25.0 0.0' IOO.O 

Basketball team ........ 13 II 2 ~_._. __ ~_ •. J_84:~ __ I_~_4 __ ~~_L ___ .. 
* A socIal club having no offIcers. 
t Including 12 who live outside community, 
t Including 2 who live in Cortland. 
§ Many of these live in villages other than Dryden. 
II This is the leader of the band. 

territory from which the membership c()mes IS large (fIgure 20), the 
women who are especially active locally live III the village or near its 
incorporated limits. 

The Rebekah lodge has a membership of 80, of whom 53 live in the 
village and 27 in the country. Of the l..J. officers, 8 live in the country, 
which apparently puts the farm \V0111en ill a place of leaderslIip. 

FIGURE 20. AlmAS COVERED BY MEMBERSHIP IN TilE 
EASTER:'; ST.\R A:-<D REBEKAH LODGES 

Clubs 

The Casserole Club of Dryden is a social organization composed of 30 
omen who arc among the older village residents. The N ecelle Club is 
'imarily social. Its membership is composed 0 [ J f\ women, of whom I j 
Ie in the village and 3 live all farms. It is an exclusive group of older 
siclents The c1\lh is built apparently 011 old friendships. The one officer 
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li\'es in the village. The B. H. Cluj) is a group of 13 young women \\"1]() 
were girlhu()<] chums. 1 ts me1l11)(']"ship cumes almost equally trom tlh 
\" i llage and from the count ry, and there arc 2 Illelll j)eTS li \·il!.~ ill Cort ialll I. 

GraJI!F 

The Dryden (~rang(' has a membtTship ()f [J I, of who1Jl 3Cl li\'e ill till 
village and 81 ill the open cOUlltry. The village pro\'ides le;,der~hip (llll 

uf proportion tu ih membership, () uf the 13 officers living ill the illC(lr­
purated limits. 

Other recrcatioJlal Or!Jlllli:::(ltiollS 

The band is an organization cumposcd ()f 20 members, I.; (If \\·hol1l li\(­
in the village. The leader is a farmer. 

The hasketball urganizati()n consists oi [3 1l\ell, only 2 uf w]l()l1l :\rl 

i r()m the country. 
The prillcipal ~placcs for recreation arc the movillg-picture show all( I 

the billianl parlor. The moving-picture show is open eYe1'\' ~aturda\ 
night at the opera house. It draws largely fmm the surroullding' (Otllltn. 
The billiard parlor is in t he rear 0 f one ()f the harber shup:; al!d pnl\'idc> 
a center for loafing. .\n(Jther type of ullurganized social and rec]"cati( l] lal 
ji fe among the high-schoul buys is provided by the restaurant and icc­
cream parlor. 

PART II. I)JTERREL\ nON OF THE l\GENCIES, INSTITUTIONS. 
ORGANIL\TlONS, A:\ll ACTIVITIES OF THE VILLAGE OF DRYDE\, 

Certain causati \"e factors are pruminent in a consideration of the popula­
tion structure, the occupations, and the institutional and organizational 
cumposition and activities found in allY locality. _\ wry signiiicant c1emcnt 
ill this respect is the historical development of the region. 

The evolution of the various agencies. institutions. alld organizatioll" 
in the village (If Dryden is traced in the remainder of this study, and an 
attempt is made to detect the interrelationships of the yariou:; aspects 0 f 
(levelopment. Since the village has heen closely C01Jnected with the sur­
rOl1nding territory throughout its history, and has bcel! influl'nced by the 
shifting of jlllpl1htion, methods (if communication. and the changes in 
agriculture that haH occurred, these are traced before the fluctuation ill 
the activities of the variol1S institutions and orgallizations of the \'i1b.~e 
are followed. 

I. POI'L'LAT10!," CHA;-';CES 

Early population 
Soon after the ending- of the American Eevolution, the United States 

Government laic! out the land in the region of thc Finger Lakes ill military 
tracts to be given to the ex.-soldiers. A few ex.-soldiers came into this 
area, and these were among the first settlers. ,.'\ second group was com­
posed of Scotch-Irish who came directly from [reland in 18 [1 and settled 
on the hill south of the present village. _.'\ third group consisted of 
pioneers who came f rom ~ ew England in the early part of the nineteenth 
century and settie« ill the town (township) of DryJen rather than going 
farther west. This migration from New Englanel continued eycn into the 
forties. 
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PopulatioJl challYcs from ]i-SO() to 1925 
The shifting of the population \iying in the town (t()wnoohip) and il 

the village falls somewhat intu the following peri()(ls: 1:-\00 tu 1:-\3j. 183: 
to 1865, 1865 to 11380, 1880 til ]()OS, ]()O,:; t() I (j2(). alld H)20 t() ]()2S. 

The years frolll 1800 to 1:-\3.; c()nstituted a time of rapid settlement an( 
continual growth in the total pOjlt1\ati(l1l of the t()wn (talJ\c 18). Rapi< 
immigration was the primary cause () f this illlTl'ase; the peak ill the num· 
ber of inhabitants was reached ill J ;)35. 

TABLE IS. TOTAL POPl'L\'1'lO" OF TOMPK1X.' ('01':\'1'Y. ]'OI'I"L.\TW:\" OF Dl?Y1JE!'> 

TOWN (TowNsHH') A~ll OF DRYI>El'> \·ILL.\I;F •. \~\) F.\\t\\ P()I'I'L\TI\)~ OF T()\\p· 

KINS COU~TY, FOR THE lJIFFERE';T CE"~l'S YE.c\,I!";* 

rSro. 
lSI.! ... 
1820. 
iR?5. 
1830 
1835· 
1840 
I~4s . 
ISs0. 
1055. 
I~bo. 

1865. 
1870. 
IX75. 
1880. 
1890t. 
1000r. 
ICJOS .•.. 
1910. 
1915. 
1920 .... . 

1925 ... . 

Year 

S. I53 
~). ~ II') 

22,167 
27,95 [ 
31,3,l3 
3 2 .345 
3 2 ,296 
3 2 • 2 64 
3 2 ,604 
31.516 
3 1 .40 9 
30,695 
33.178 
3 2 ,861 
3~,44s 
3 2 ,92 3 
.>.3.830 
3~. 151 
JJ ,647 
31).535 
3S.285 
3~, 559 

P(I[Ju1ati()1l 

r .893 
2.545 
3,951 
4. 822 
5,20(, 

5. 8sT 

S.·H() 
5,200 
5, I 12 
5.003 
4,gb2 
4.795 
4.818 
4.558 
4.805 
4.043 
3.785 
3,7£6 
3.590 
3.556 
3, rS(j 
3,4 2 6 

'.~; 2 ('I s's',') t 
5 22 

652 
67 2 

Far111 
pn])11Ja tinn 
T()mpkins 

County 

i .. 
I 

18. II 5 

15,088 

I..1-,SOO 
12.5l~ 

II ,902 

I I. <>52 

10,557 
(),3I9 

* The total and the farm population of the county are pJaced in this table llwrf'ly to afford a basi.,> LJ 

cumparison between the total and Dryden Town (Tuwtlshiv). 
t No census wa.S taken in either r885 or 1895. 
t Dryden Village was intorporated in 1857. 

In the years from 1835 to Ii)(iS, a steady cle('rea~e ill the total jlopula­
tion living in the iUWll (township) occurred, tl1ullgh the jJ()plllatiull ()f the 
village increased, 

The years from 18Ci 5 to 1880 \\'Cre characterized hy populatioll fi uctua­
tion for the town (township) ane! growth for the village, The population 
of the town grew tram I~6S to [870. dropped between [870 and I87S, 
and then increased again from 1~75 to 1880. The~e changes were due 
to the readjustment following the Ci\·il \\'ar. The financial crisi~ of 
'1873 also had its marked influence. On the whole, the population of the 
town remained clo~e to permanent, In I8So tht~ population of the yi\\age 
was at its highest point of all the years coycred in the study, 

The next period, I880 to 1 <)05, showed a steady decline in the popula­
tion of the town (township), out the llumber of persons living in the vil­
lage fell and then again rose, reaching its second highest point ill 1<)Oj. 

During the fifteen years between J90S and 1 <po, the pOjlulation of the 
town (township) decreased continuously and that of the \i\1age fluctuated. 
This was a periud of pupulation decline for the cuuniry, aml instability 
for the village, 
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"~ reversal in population shifting occurred between 1920 and 1925. The 
population of the tOWll (township) as a whole increased, while that of 
the village decreased. 

EstablishmclIt and ulmlld/)lIl1lcllt of !lomcs 

The establishment and abandonment of homes in an area around [)rn]t.1l 
IS sh()wn fur different periods in ligures 21 t() 25. The area sl'lt'd~'d i, 
In Dryden Town (Township) alone. and has been arbitrarily lilllilt'd. 

FIGCRE 21. LOCATIO:'o( OF HOMES 
IN DRYDEN COMMUNITY, DRY­

DEN TOWN (TOWNSHIP), 1853 

FIG eRE 2", HOMES ESL\IlLISHED 
HETWEEX 1866 ,\NIl 18<)8, AXD 
HOMES ABA;'>;[)OKEIJ WHICH WERE 
DI EXISTEXCE PREVIOUS TO I H<)8 

FIGCRE 22. HG:llES ESTABLISHED 
A)lD HOMES AIlAXDOXED, DRY­
DE;'>; COMMt:;\"ITY, DRYDEK TOWN 

(TOW:'o(SHIP), BETWEEN 1853 
AND 1866 
This fignre and the three fullowing 

are designed to show the increasing and 
the total auandonment of farm homes. 
rather than the abandonment fur the 
different periods, along with the cstaL­
lishmcnt of homes in the same periods 

FIGURE 2+, HCJ:IIES ESTABLISHED 
BETWEEN 1898 .\Xll 1<)20, .\N[) 
HO~IES AB.\:'o(DO;-.lEfl \HllCll WERE 
IN EXISTEKCE PREYIOl', TO J920 
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The years compared are 1853, 1866, 1898, 
1920, and 1 ()2(). Tlwse years were selected 
because the information for them was avail­
able. The map tor 1853 (figttre 2I) i~ 
taken frum one of Tompkins County of 
that elate; the map {or IWiG (figure 22) i~ 
from the .\·/"Zl' To/'oyrapllica! .Itlas of 
Tompkins ('Ollllty, .Yell' }' ad:, published in 
Philadelphia ill that year; the Illap for 189~ 
(figure 23) is based on a lllap of the town 
drawn by (;eorgc E. (;I!mlrich. of Dryden. 
at the time of the centennial celehration 
held in the YilJage; and the Illaps for 192') 

and 192fj (Ilgures 2-+ amI 25) arc from 
maps of the Clock Index _\lap Company, of 
Ithaca. .\ comparison of these maps and 
of the data in table I C) will show how homes 
wen: e~tahli:;flcd and abandoned during the 
different periods. and will throw some light 
on the ~hi ftin,c; ()f jlojlulation. 

Fr<;l:RE 2.1, HOMES ESTABLISHED 

BETWEE:-I 1920 AND 1926, AND 

HO~IES .\JL\:-<DONED WHICH WERE 

IX EXlSTEXCE PREVIOtiS TO 1926 

TABLE 19. ::\C'~lBE]( OF H()~!ES EST.\HLTSHEll A:\'1l AB.\~!lONEIl .\1' DIFFERENT 

FE1UOJlS 

Number of homes 
Period 

______ ~~ __ ~ ______ ~ ___ ~~ ________ : Estahlis~.:<i_J_A_h_a_n_do_n_e_d_ 
1853 to IR()6 .. Hi I 
1866 to IR()8" 42 

1898 to 1920.. . . . . . . . . . . 15 I 
1920 to 1926.. r(l 

12 

37 
74 

The population began to decrease after 1835. hut homes were not aban­
doned to any extent until after 1~()8. lndeerl. more homes were estab­
lished than ahandoned previlJus to that time. ;\Iany more homes were 
aIJandoned hetween T 8()S and H)20 than were established; apparently the 
first two decades of the twelltieth centllry were the years of rapid abandon­
ment of the homes. The maps and the table suggest that many members 
of the families leit these homes prior to 1898, but the olcIer people 
remained. . '\ fter 1 1)20 the tide tl1rned ; (he pOjlulati on increased between 
11)20 and 1 (Ph. and J () homes were e5tahlishe([ while only 2 were 
abandoncc\. . 

The ahandonmcnt has takcll place on the hiJls, while the hOllles that 
haH' heen reopcncd or huilt han' generally been ncar the harel-surface 
roads. FurthermoH'. the h(lllles that have been huilt in latc years arc in the 
section southeast of the Yillag·e. in the most profitable fann-ing area of the 
reglOn. 

2. Dl:I'fCLOP:lfE:'{'[' T:\, :lfE.\XS OF CO:\DfU:\,TC,\TlON 

l)('I'e)op1l1Cnt and change,; in agTicnltnl'c, industry. ;l11cl business. as well 
a~ oj in~titntions and organizations, depend on means of communication, 
The cle\elopment of means of communication falls roughly into periods 
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that correspond rather dosely with those of population J1uciuatiul1 
(figure 26). 

Coach route 
R.droad 
Bus line 
Improved road, 
Post offICe 
Rural routes 
Newsp.per 
Tel'phone 

o o 

~ 2 

r--- --

Tr ansport at Ion and communlcatton 
000 0 
.0 !.D ,.... co 
~ ~ co a') 

g 
'" 

o 
g o 

'" 
o 
ai 

f- - - -- --1--- -- r-- -- --.+--+--+--+--+--.... ~ 
f-------- --f--- -- --1----- ---- ---
--1--- -- f----- -- --- -----
--~-_4--~--~~--~_t--+__+--~~--~~ 
----- -- -- -- -- -- -- --
r----i---I-- - -f---. - --'-;--+-+--1-0000+--1 
--- -- -- -- --f------

FI(;CRE 26. llCR,\TI():\ PER[Olb OF TilE lllFFERE:\T TYPES OF TR.\~SPORT.\TI():\ 
A:\[) CO~DI \::\IC.\TIO:\ 

The years from IRoo to 1835 formed a time of trail hlazing and tlw 
building of pole bridges. Roads were gradually lmilt and improved dur­
ing those years. The method of travel \vas ()n horseback and by carts 
drawn ],\" oxcn" In I~Lt a stagecoach routc running from Homer t{) 
Ithaca, and tl1\1s through Dryden, was establishecl. In the Ilext period. 
I~3.::; to J~6S, horses and wagons apparelltly came into use as a means (Ii 
travel. 

During the sixties, the roads ,HTe il11jlro\"ed by the building of plank 
bridges \\"ith large timber frames instead of poles. In the eighties, these 
bridges were replaced with i ron bridges which lasted into the twentieth 
century and then ga ve way to cement. 

During the nineties, the hicycle came into general use. Between H)()() 

and H)20 came the time of hard-road huilding and the general llse of the 
automohile. In 190') the mud road between Dryden and ] thaca was i 111-

proved hy the use of stone, gran'l, and tar. The \'illage macadamized its 
main streets ill 1912. -

The first railroad to furnish transportation \vithin the town (township) 
was the Southern CentraL which opened for travel between Owego and 
,\uhurn in 1869. The telegraph appeared with the coming of the railroad. 

The autoll\1s line between Ithaca and Cortland, passing through Dryden, 
was established ill IC)LJ. and has continued t() the present time.-

The Dryden P()st office was established in 1811. From I~II tn I~I/, 
Illail was brought into the \'illage hy a man on foot; from that time until 
1824, when the stagecoach came into use, it was brought hy a man on 
horsehack. The two rural routes from the Dryden post office were put in 
operation in 1902. 

The first newspaper ]luhlished in Dryden was Rll111s('/s COll/tallioll. 
which appeared in 18~()" It continued under \'arions names unti! r8/1, 

when it was relll()\"cd t.) Ithaca. In 18/8 another paper \"as hcgun in Dry­
den, ullder the title 11/"\,(/1'11 fI('mld. This was continued until I() I(). 

The Dryden Tc1epli()ne ("()t1lpany was ()rganized in I ()O,") " Tllt1s tele­
pholles came intI) o]llTatiun at ahout the time when the rural rOtltes were 
hegun. Recently this cOI11)'<ln"\" has ptlrchased the systelll of Virgil. a 
smaller village at the edge of the trade territory, which l1leans that con­
solidation in Dryden has taken place to a limited extent. 
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3. DE\'ELOP:\1 E:::-IT A:::-ID ClIANCE IN AGRICULTGRE 

Since the village of Dryden has been c\o~e]y connecter] with the devel­
oJlment of the surrounding territory. it is thought advisable to trace the 
evolution of agriculture for the to\\"n (t()\\"l1ship) in so far as that is pos­
sihle. The periods of development and dlange correspond closely to those 
revealed in the shifts of popul:\tion. 

J"lfllliJcril1f!. 1800 to 1835 

The Ii rst pcriod. 1800 to 183.'). was prec\()1l1inat ely one (l f lumhering. 
with farming secoIHlary. The farming had for its ohject the raising ()f 
fooel for h0111e use; production was not for the l11arket. The work was 
done with hand tools; harvesting was done with the scythe. the sickle, and 
the grain cradle; the flail W:lS used in threshing. 

Shift to agriclIltllre, 1835 to 1865 

The peri()cl fr011l 1835 to 1865 was distinguished by :I shj fting t()ward a 
dependence on agriculture. and the introduction of farlll machinery. 
Those who li\'ed on the land turned to it in order to make a Iiying. The 
timber g:l\'e out. the land w:\s left clear. and stumps were used for fences. 
The first pl()ugh was introduced into Virgil. a neighhoring township. in 
I~I/' The tools were inadequate for profitahle farming. "\fter the timher 
had heen s()ld. the farmer\ income was deriyed from two sources: First. 
the sale of wool. usually to the local woolen mill; and secondly. the sale of 
hutter. which was pacl~ed in tuhs and sold in the spring anc! fall. Coin­
ciding \\·ith the production of butter \\'as the making of cheese. 

The producti()n of g-rain increased fro1l1 year t() year. The acreage in 
wheat was on the increase dtlring this period, and the acreage in corn was 
fltlctl1ating (tahle 20). 

The first 1l10\\'ing 1llachine was hrought into the town in I~5n. and the 
fIrst sewing machine ill rg57. 

TABLE 20. F AIlMS ANn FAIO! 1 )J{on\_'cTs 1:-> TO.\!PI'I:->S (,n-XT)" IRS5 TO H)25 

) Year 

1-'Rs5 I 1~~5--1-;8;-;;--1 -I-RRO I 1890 I ~~O-' -~;;;-I- 1925 

~~~l~~r of fa~~~I- 3-~~-1 ~9()~- ~)-.-.1~:;-3-11-~~~ ;~1-.~2 i-;. 2;Q-i-;~)S81-2 .55~ ;~~; 
::.iumhcrofhorses .. 1 C),..::j--1-3 C),Jog 8,80-+' 9,220 I 9,819 9,oHr 8,120 7,30 5 5,8q 
Acres In farms .. ··12,sO.57 0 277.730 122I.r>R9 2<).~,312 276,6gfJ 1385.271 1'273I0221253,78I li 2J3 ,C)3.s 

Xumher of clairv I 
cattle ......... -.1' Ii1-.5'7 2 i 14,57,:; 16'.~021 16,049 1 12 ,,3 22 ' 3 2 ,70() 2.1,89.+: 2I, .. :p6 13,7.s~ 

::-\umh~rofchickens .. * .. * .... ,*,I08,403ti 159,717 I83.706t 157,171 204,977 
;';umber of sheep .. 6r.572 95d('5 I 35.372 3.1.6'4' 35.100' 40.908 19.64411 10.56r 8.S!)o 

!\.cres!n corn ..... 14.737 13.708 ...... I IS.159 I o.rM IO.OW 8.514 4.4 8() I 8.6()I 
Acres!n '\vheat .. , 'I rI,222 113 D7n I .,.,.. 17,669 8,53-1 12,848 6,223 I 8,911 6.20Q 
Acres~noats ...... 34,142 24: roS I 122,997 I 23,796 2,1,736 21.727113,700 14.4 0 -1 
Acres 111 potatoes. 1,55-+ 3,.)()h 3,1095.4695.4934,9082,930 2,9SJ 

* :\ ot given. 
t This includes poultry uf <111 
t This figure is not accurate, did not ilh._.lnde tll{' sprin~ hatching, 

.1!1ri(!fltllr,i/ rl'lldjll.l"tlJlolt. 1~()5 fa 1885 

Deye]oJll1lcnt awl changes in farming practices distinguish the period 
frum 1865 to 1885. During the first years immediately following the Civil 
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\Var, prices ()f agricultural products dropped, These were years of finan­
cial stress aud strain for those engaged in farming, The industrial cri~is 
of IR73 added misery to the then poor conditions, From that year on 
thmughout the period, gradual reco\'cry was in process, 

The maximum numher of acres in farms during the period was reac\wr] 
ill lRl\o (tahle 20), Thl' acreage in wheat reached its highest ]loint ill 
1 gRo. \"hile the llumber of acres on which hay was raised \\'as increClsin:.: 
throughout these years, The grO\\'ing of potatoes and heans for the market 
seems to have begun at this time. 

()ther characteristics also marked these years. The production of milk 
fur the making of butter and cheese was at a higb point, if judgmcnt call 
he drawn from the 1lll111ber of dairy cows found at that time in the coun(\. 
The production of sheep and of s~vine dwindled, l:y Ig~ the raising ('If 
p()ultry for the market had hq~l1Il. 

Horse-drawn field machinery C;ltlle into general use during this peri()d. 
though introduced prior to the' Civil \ \' ar. 

Shifting prodllctioll, r885 to H)OO 

The shifts in agriculture he gun in the preceding period continucd dl!1'­
illg the fifteen years from I~8S to [(JOO. The number of farms dccre;Jseri. 
while their average size increased, The abandonment of farms hecamc 
n()ticeahle at this time, The farming was turning to dairying and produce, 
with a continued emphasis on potatoes. ]Jcans. and buckwheat. 

Ayricl(itl(rai d('ciillc. 1900 to 1<):2~ 

The years from [()OO to H)20 cunstituted a periuC\ of declining and 
changing agriculture in many respects, Abandonment of farms ()ccurrc(\ 
at a rapid rate, The successful farmers turned t~, scientific dairying and 
the production of poultry and poultry products, The production of !in'­
st()ck and ()f grain fell ()ff markedly, 

Speculatioll in land prevailed during all(l immediately foU()willg tl\e 
\\'orId \\'ar. Then. when the drop in prices came, farms were abandoned 
a,; nevcr heforc, During the latter years of this period, from 1<)20 to 1<)2~, 
pr(}duction decreased in everything except chickens and such vegetables a" 
beans and potatoes. 

-t' m·:\TLOI':lIF:\T .\XIl CIIAXGE IX INDl'STRY AXil rmsrKESS 

Both the industries a1l(\ the husinesses of the village \\'Cre related in thcir 
eYoluti()n to the surrm11lding farms amI to conditions outside the immC'­
diate area, The periods into which their history falls show their relatioll 
t() the ()uhide. while their particular characteristics affonl an understand­
ing of their dcpendencc on the immediate environment, J n some cases the 
periods show a lag in adaptation: in uthers they correspund to the shifting 
of jlojlulati(ln and th(' chang'cs in C(J!lllll11llicati()n, H011ghly. the periods 
ar(,: II\()O to rR3,;, [1\,),; t() 1073. 11\73 t() 18()3, II\().) to I ()20, and I<)20 to 
1l)20, The iJeginnings and the ends (If these periods are approximatio1ls: 
the changes were gradual. nut aurupt. 
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TiJile of begillllill[)S, r800 to 1835 

The first period may be di vided i ntl) t wu parb---l Son t(j 11)25. and IS25 
to 1835. The earlier ycars constituted a timc of pi()neering and experi­
ment in both industry and business; l)()th, in a very crude way. wcre es­
tablished in response to the definite needs of the time. The industries 
consisted of the following: gristmills, -+: sawmills, 2(): fulling mills, 2; 

carding machines, -l-: distilleries. :;; asheries, -l-: number of farmers, 2003; 
number of mechanic:,,,; 132; number of shopkeepers or traders. 4. I t is im­
possible to determine how many of these were in the village.: uf Dryden. 
This list indicates the preponderance of the lumhering industry o\,er 
farming at this time, sincc there were 2() s;t\Y1nills in town, hut only {our 
gristmills. 

The presence of distilleries shows a direct depcndence of tl11e industry 
on agricl1lture at that timc. The distilleries afforded a market for the 
grain. Just how many of the distilleries were in the village it is impos­
sible to say, but it is known that some uf them were. One was bl1ilt on 
the main street in IS r 6, and was one of the leading industries. 

In IS [0 the clothing works was established (tahle 21 and ltg-me 27). 

This was a finishing mill for homespun goods. It was depcndent on the 
wool an<) the flax produced on the surrounding farms. It l'ontilll1ed in 
operation until the death of the proprietor in 1823. 
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FIGURE 27. llUR.UIO" PERIODS OF THE llIFFERE"T I:'oIllUSTRIES 

The occupations of the timc disclose to S0111C dcgree the types of indm­
tries that were in existence. One of the first skilled workmcn oi the 
village was a tanner and currier who had his shop in the rear of his resi­
dence. Later the shoemakers had tanneries in conncction with their shops. 
;\mong the skilled workmen included in the recorcls for 1810 to J810 are 
the following: One nail lllaktT, two cabinet makers. one carpc1lter anc! 
builder. une l)rick Illaker. ()llt' weanT. one rced maker. The weaver \l;(,lIt 



BCLLETI:\ 50-+ 

hom house to house, doing the family \YC;l\ illg ()ll a hand lo()m. The rc'c'd 
maker made the delicate parts ()j the loom \\'hich \\'eIT llece~"ary fur tIlt· 
manipulation of the warp. 

TABLE 21. XL1lBEli OF INlIU,']'I{IES, Bl'SI:\ESSES, AXIi UnTP·\T1uXS OF ])Il-FUILYI 

Kr:\Ds IN DKl:l)[,!\ VIl.J..\Gl-: ABOLT 1~20 

I I, I 

Industry. bus,iness, or II :\umber II Industry. bus_iness, or 'I Xumber 
uccupatlOJl ! I occupatIOn 

t. I 

(~en~~J~t~~~-.. -. -. ,-. ---------- ~-I,- SawTl1ill~~~~.~~~--.. -.. -. -.. -.1-----"----
Blacksmith .. ... , . . . . . . Brick rr.akl>[. . . ! 
r.anller and shoemaker C!othing wurk:;. I 
~Jl1 I11aker.... .. .. \\ eaver. . .. ........ . ....... 'I 
Tavern ............ Carpenter and builder .. ...... . 
Cabinet maker Reed maker . . ........ 'I 

Distillery. Undertaker. . . . . . . . ...... . 

The businesses of the yillage were not n1l111ennb at thi~ early pnil>d 
:\ large amount of trade could not han~ heen carried Ull, owing tl> tilt' 
inadequate tral1~]lortati()n facilities. 1n ] f\ j () therc existed in the \'illagc ;1 

ta vern, and a general store in which the post oftice was Il)clted (tahle .2 I 

and figure 28). £\ livery stahle was begun beiore ]820, according til tIll' 
best evidence ayailable, and contilltll'd in operation throughout the peri()d 
and into the following years. 

The number uf occupatimb cunnected with the industrie,; (If the peri(ld 
exceeded those related to the 1Jusinc:-;ses (table 2 I ). Dryden (', Jrncrs did 
not yet constitute a business center. The general store continued through­
out the period. The undertaker of the day was also ,l carpenter; he made 
the coffins which he sold. 

The last ten years of this period, [825 to r/:(35, might alm()st stand as a 
distinct period. This was a time of unusual actiyit\-: expansion and inl­
provement in methods of transpl)rtation ()ccurred; prosperity frolll the 
cutting of timber was being realized at this time; and the village of Dry­
den was in its fIrst phases of cOl1lpetition with other yillages, SOllle of 
which have grown into cities while others ha\'e disintegrated. By the year 
r835, the decline of prosperity from the sale of lumber appears to han 
lJegun. 

Early in the thirties, a secund general 5tore was in operation. .·\150, a 
sh()e shop was established in the early thirties. The people had their 
fed lllcasured in this shoe shop, and in three or fotlr weeks they rc­
cei\'ed their shoes. From six to eight men were emplu),ecl here. Before 
this shop was started, traveling shoemakers made shoes for the settlement. 

The llrst gristmill ill the village was 11l1ilt in r.'l3 r (11gure 27). 

Period of dcvel0plIlcnt. 1835 to ]873 

The years from 1835 to 1f\73 Clinstituted a time of great industrial 
activity and business clc\-elo]lment. The sawmills in the surrounding 
regions ceased their extellsin' operations, and illclw;try in the yillage becamc 
of great importance. .:\ large tannery \\'as Ptlt into operation ill 1835. 
This marked the beginning ()f industry proper in the village, and initiated 
the periud of industrial dl'\'elu)Jl1lellt. Fur a lll11l1lJer u i years it empluyed 
i rom 20 to 25 men. 
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,\ ~('ctlnd indl1~tn' that was started was a mill to wean' clotb, hegltn ill 
lK~A, This employed from -+0 to 50 men, It was the successor oi the (11,1 
cl()thing \yorks, and aHorcled a lucal market for wooL 

The fir,;t harness shop (If the \illage W;\S opened abuut 1848. It artlS(' 
t() serve the needs oi farmers who worked horses: the lltl111iJer of OXCII 

decreased ,yith the dcclinc of the sawmills. and horses became mon' 
1ll1111en IUS, 

.\ :;ttl11e gri,;tmill was 1Jt1ilt in J8,;2 to take the place of a less sl1bstan· 
tial (Inc. This was the second gristmill to he erected in the yillage, and 
\\ as l>ttilt ill rc'polhe t(l the increase in production of grain . 

. \ ioundr;; was in operation ill Dryden in [~OI. Ca,;t-iron pl()ws. ianll 
lllachincry. and p:lrh for sawlllilis were made in this plant. The l11ar1)1(' 
works was hegl1ll in [~/O, and has existed until the present time. 

This periud was distingl1ished 11\' the estahlishment of a large lltll11hcr 
of lilbinesses within the ti1l1e oi pr()sperity. and by their ceasing operati()ll 
Ilear the cl()~e. Beiore Ic\;;, as l1('ar1\' as c:tn be determinecl. there existed 
in the yillage a tailtlr sh(ll;.':! hanlwa;'c store. a furniture and nndertaking 
ct-;tablisll11lel1t. a drug stun', and a cual dealer (figure 28). 

Thc tailur shop was a mark of it changing' social level which came with 
the gl'tlwth oi industry alld business. Tailor-made clothes bcgan to take 
the place (If homespun. The tailor sh()p follOlH'c1 the opening of the woolen 
mill. and the harl)er f ol1t Iwet! the tail()r shop. 

The growth of industries, changing standards of home life. and the 
beginlling' of the use of [arm machinery. resulted in the establishment o[ 
the hardware store, In c(lllllec(itlll with the harclware store was a tin shop 
where utensils were made 1)\ hand. 

The first il1rnitl1re stme was begl111 in T~5S. It was on a small scale. 
since the furnitl1re was mack 1)\· hand and sold directly to the consumer. 

.\ drl1g' st(lre cal1le into existcllce ill rS,;I. Until that time the physician~ 
had 1JecIl their own druggisb. 

The lil1ll'-ant1-c(Jal lJt1siness. which begall in T ~5 T, had its origin ill the 
building Illll\Tllll'nt, The lime Imo;iness was a s\tccess inl111edi;ltcly, bu! the 
coal 11l1"illess wa, I]tlt prolitablc ulltil a later date. I80t). when the railroad 
l'a Ill('. 

,\ lIt11ll lll'r () i lither 1J11s incs:; ell terpri;-;es were added to the yillage trade 
IIrganizati'l1l'; during tl1<: sixties. Besides those in existence preyiotls to 
I'~Sj. the adnTtiselllent-; in the newspaper of the time show that there 
\\Tre a j (:\\"('1 n' sh()p. a \\'atch and rep_air sh()p. a shoe shop. two millinery 
storcs. a ll1eat 111arket. and a pllotographer. all of which indicate a change 
in the len,l tli living. 

~\ glance at figure 2'~ shows that from about 1865 to 1873 a nUllllwr (If 
new busincsses came into opcration. hut soon ccaseel: prosperity caused 
their beginning. ach'ersit:· brought their end, i\ dry-goods store and a mil­
linery store did !lot last long'. ;\ third tailor shop was begun ahout 18()1". 
11l1t s()on a iter ceased lmsiness. 

The lJllSincsscs that aru,;e and soon after ceased operation "'cre largeh' 
dependent Oil the Yillagers. Though the price of far111 prod11cb dropped 
illlnlt't1iatcl\' following thc Ciyil \\'ar, the prospcrity oi the yillagc seems 
not to han' suffered 111ltil JR73, and soon afterward the rcsults were mani­
iest in lmsiness decline. ;\ la,g thus occurred here in the response of busi­
ness to the surrounding conditions. 
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Period of Ilzaill/I'II(1I1CC (lild faililres, [:-\/3 to 1~'n 

The ycars [rum 18/,) to 18')3 cUlhtitllk a jJeriod of rcadjl1~tIJlellt, re­
covery, prospl:rity, and again iailllre, 1 t \\'a~ a t illl l' WhCll the Yillager~ 
tried to hold all the gaills (Jf the pre\'iOlh yl'ar~, tlllJugh failurc marked 
the end. 

The first seven yeal~s of this period. J 8/3 t(l 1,'-\00. wcre year:; uf depres­
sian; they formed a periud ()f tralhitiun, ,\ ,.;eric,.; llf cri~e,.; occurred, 
One of the large three-,.;tory IJllilclil1g,.;. kl]()wn as till' Bludgett 1:I(Jck, was 
burned in ISU(l, The printing ofiicc \\'a~ mo\'ed to Ithaca earh in the ,.;n'­

enties, The foundry went 1);11lknrpt in IK/,'!, ,\ carriage ,.;hop and a cahinet 
shop stopped l)peration~, Thlh the Ileginllil1g of thi,.; periuci \\'a,; one ()f 
depression in indlbtry fIll' the \'illag'e (figure 2/), TIll' W')(lien llliH sur­
vived tLte crisi,.; of 1:-\/.). alld continued it,.; olwrati'ln:; lllltil the dejlre~,i()ll 
of 1893, whell it wCllt hankrupt, 

One Sigll of lTC')\'cry \\'as the heginning oj anothl'1' newspaper in li-\7~, 
which necessitated the establishment I If a printing office, The wagun fac­
tory begun ab()ut 107() cOl1til1lll'cl ojleration,.; througllUut thi~ peri,j(1, ,l\\'ing' 
to its dependlCllcl' Illl the ';l1l'rllllndillg farm territory, III the ]all' eiglltie:i 
the washing-machine f acton' ami the gl()\,e-and-mitt('n factor\' \\'('1'l' beg'lln, 
and these were operated un'til in the Ilinetie:i, -

Fermanent prus)lerit\, did not dominate Dryden lll'twl'en IK8~ and JS,)o, 
During this peri()d the gri~t1l1ill {ailed and other ]Ju,.;ine,;sl's suffered 
severe reverses, 

The woolen mill {ailed in ]S93. and a tannCTY at about the same time, 
The washing-machine and glo\'e-ancl-mittell fa,'tories seem to have dos"d 
near the end of this period, perhaps owing to the indu,.;trial crash of II)()3, 

Business enterprises in the way of stores sh()wed the same gelleral 
aspect as did the industries--,readjustment, reco\'('ry, and failures, III 
1885 the wtal llumber of industrial and husiness enterprises (5 I) ,,\'a~ 
greater than at allY time before or sinclC (figures 27 and 28). The lltllll­

her gradually increased from Ig7S to J8S5. anel then followed a gradual 
decrease, 

Certain t\'pes of llllsincsse,; which indicate the relation that the villag'(' 
bore to agriculture were established in this jleriod: they exi,.;ted in the late 
eighties and the early nim'tie,.;, .\l11,)ng these \\'C1T cattlt- 11l1,1'ns, 11leat 
markets and feed stores. a horse trainer. and a pr()<illce buyer, The Ia~t­
named has persisted until the present time, 

Bc{ore the year 18<)0, the village had an ins1lrance agent and a real­
estate agent. . \Is(), it sup]l()rte( I a hicycle shup, TIll' d('mand f (lr el"thillg' 
had been sufficient for as man\' as fOllr tailor,.; t() exist [(lr ;\ \'lTV slllirt 
time, Three of the tailor shops'had g'olle out ()f hu,.;incc;,.; hy I ~')(), fac(()ry­

'111ade c1()thing' ha\>ing' COl1le (m tIll:' lllarh,(' [11 that \"('ar, ,.;hi iti11,l!, ill lJllc;i­
lll'SS occurred, Olle sh()c st()re closed its d')(ll'S, 

J'criod of trallsilio/l, I~()3 to J()20 

The years fr0111 J81.)3 to JI)20 were marked by th(, last struggles and 
failures of the old industries, the discolltinuance of a 11l\l1lber of businesses. 
and readjustments and adaptatiolls in both industry and busilless to 
changing conditions, 

The Havelyn milk plant was lltlilt ab()ut I ~<)2, This made Dryc!ell III 
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the following years a shipping center for the dairymen's products. During 
the depression of 1893, the woolen mill went bankrupt, as already stated. 
To reopen the mill, owncrs and citizcns of the village obtaincd a loan of 
$5,000, and in 1~(J-t the illdustn' scellwd to fl()uri~h: in the late nillctie:;. 
however, it again failed. The gristmill which had prcvi()usly failed ab(l 
was re-established, aile! struggled along until the beginning of the twen­
tieth century, when it ceased operations. 

During the last five years of the nineteenth century, considerable build­
ing was clone in the village. "\ (lllZen or more new houses were constructed 
in 1895. At this time, business appears to have been rather prosperous. 

Following the business revival and the building boom, Dryden for a fell' 
years had its first and only florist shop. Twu meat markets continuing 
from the previous period now carried on a sllccessful business. 

The stores that handled farm machinery, engine,.;, and threshing sup­
plies were established between 1890 and 1895, following a slight increase 
in agricultural production and the development of 1l1odern farming. Up tll 
this time the hard\\'an' st()res had taken care ()f anv \\"()rk ill the nature 
of plumbing clone in the village. But with the installation (If the water 
system, the plumbing business came into operatioll. The plumber began 
to sell furnaces abo. 

The old woolen mill was doing only a small amount of wurk in 1910, 

when it was taken over by a blanket company which operated it for a few 
years. During the war it produced some army goods, hut it was entirely 
discontinued in 192 I. 

vVith the increase of dairying, the Borden milk plant was established 
in 1907. This plant was built on the site of (Inc (If the old gristmills. 

By 1910, the gristmill, the bicycle repair shop, and the dr}'-goocb store 
had ceased operation. The gristmill coulc! not compete with those of the 
Middle \Vest and of the larger places; the bicycle shop had served its 
time; ancI the dry-goods stores 0 f C'ortland and Ithaca were too strong 
for the small one in Dryden. Likewise, an agricultural-implement store. 
a meat market, a livery stable, a millinery store, two shoe stores, anel a 
planing mill closed during this period. 

New enterprises coming in during the first part of the period were the 
iecd and produce business, the milk plant. the hank and the telepholle 
company. The produce dealers came as a result of the development of a 
particular type of agriculture. The bank \vas organized to meet a definite 
need of the village and the surrounding territory. 

The rapid spread and use of the autlllll()hilc resulted in the opening ()f 
one garage in 19 I 4 and another in 1 <J l~. The marble works passed f rulll 
father to son in 1913 .. -\bout 19I5, col)1Jler work was begun in the harness 
shop. 

As a result of improvement in the means of communication, especialh·· 
good roads ancI automobiles, the livery stahle ceased operation about I()l('), 

and the hotel had a decreasing husincss. In I918 the furniture dealer 
closed his shop, being unable to cO!1lPete with dealers ill larger places. 

III I918 a grocery store, modeled somewhat after the chain stores, was 
established. This is a mark 0 f the relation which the village bears to the 
cities. About 1919 the Adamy wagon works, located about one mile frum 
the village limits, discontinued making wagons and began to manufacture 
Lodies for automobile trucks. 
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J[odcrll period, 1920 to 1928 

The modern period. 1920 t() 1928. is short. b\1t it is very stlggestiYe of 
the present stage of ('y()ltltiol1 of the village. The p"pulatiml of the village 
decreased slightly fWIIl 1<)20 to 1925. but that ()f the ()peIl (,((lllltr_\' in­
creased. The autolllobile and the harel-surface wads had been in opera­
tion long enough to hegin to show results. 

The real business changes were still in operatillll at the time oj this study 
(June. l()2~). During the hrst part of I (pS two new chain grocery stores 
were established. and in June one of the general stores was selling out ib 
goods. The Imsiness readjustment to' changed means uf transpurtation 
was in process. 

.~. PUBLIC E:'o;TEI{l'RlSES A:'-ID ACTlnTY 

Enterprises and activities which are public through being connected 
with the village either as a political unit ()r as a C01111110n undertaking for 
the village, are here analyzed. The immediate purpose is to ascertain how 
these were related to the Huctuati()]]s in the l'con()nlic activities. The kind 
of improvement and the date when it occurred are recorded, and then the 
facts are examined in order to discover an.' relationships that may have 
existed. 

Public improvements made prior to 1 ~5;- neces:,arily belonged to the 
town (township). since the village had n() independent legal status, The 
building of bridges and the improvel11ellt oj roads ,vent on. but we have 
no way of showing the relationship oj sneh acti\'ities to any factors espe­
cially prevalent in the village. 

'When the village was begun. shortly after 1 ;)00. strong riyal 1')' existed 
hetween those who wished it located at "'ilIow Glen. one mile west uf 
Dryden. and those who desired it on the present site. Land was gi\'en ]J\' 
the fanners to "The Good People () f the Town of Dryden." and one 
farmer ga\'e -1-0 acres of land to induce a hlacksmith to settle in the valley. 
Through these efforts the villag'l' hec<ll111' established. 

One public enterprise that produced a Yillage improvel11ent was the 
purchase of a town clock which was placed in the tower of the Preshy­
terian Church in 1851. This was accomplished by subscriptions rather 
than bv taxation. 

The- placing of the clock in the tower of the church was followed hy 
the building of a fence around the park. or "\-illage Greene." in ISSS. The 
erection of the fencl' was JH'l'l':,sary lll'cause stock \\'(:'re running IO(lse in 
the public highways. 

A distinctive Jluhlic l'nterprise was the incorporation ()f the village of 
Dryden in I8S I . .\t that time the village had a populati(JJ] (Jj ll1()re than 
soo. 110reover. this was a year of rising business and illdustrial jl1'lJS­

perity. By this til11e the \'illage was sufficiently large. and the activities 
of its inhabitants were different enough from those of the surrounding 
farm territory, to justify the formation of this civic unit. 

The first few years of village incorporation, which were the last years 
of the second lmsilll'ss and industrial period. were characterized bv con­
siderable acti\'itv t()r p\1blic improvements on the part of the village board. 
In Octoher. I~.;I. $(0) \\'as voted to build a puhlic well, and $50 to con­
struct walks across the street. In 1860 the sum of $800 was voted for 
purchasing a fire engine; the purchase seems not to have been accom-
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plished, howeycr, until 1874. In IS7() a yillage hall was built at all ,'x­
pellse (If about $r()()(). This pro\"ided space for a firc dcpartll\Cll\ ~\I\<I 
fire-extinguishing apparatus, as well as a l()ckup and ;\ jlnblic hall. .\ halld 
fire-engine was buught, ;tnd cisterlls were built ill differellt parts of till' 
village as rcservuirs of water for fire-cxtinguishing purposes. The lirc' 
uepartment (Neptune Hose Company) was organized about 1876. 

These last nal1led public cnterprises followed allllost immediately tIll 
lJusiness failures uf the first year or two of the seventies. c\pparelltly thn 
were accomplished as a result of the impetus given in the period of lm)~ 
perity. 

1\ 0 marked public improvcments were accomplished from the time WhCll 

the village hall was built, until 1892. In that year the bonds were vuted 
i or installing the village water system. 

~\nother public improvement that came a]Jout this time consisted of all 
elaborate ornamental fountain wl.1ich was presented to the village by the 
Honorable Andrew Albright, of i\ ewark, New J erse)', as a n1l'l11orial \1 I 

his parents, who were early residents of the to\\"I1. The gift was 11I;](lc­

with the condition that the citizens should provide fur the relllO\'al of tl \(' 
church sheds, which then occupied a part of the village green, alld shoui, I 
prepare a suitable foundation and surroundings for the foulltain .. \ lund 
()f 11101-e than $r 500 was raised, mostly by Y(!1untary c()lltriimtioll, addi­
tiona1 land was purchased to furnish sites for the sheds oi both church 
organizations, and the fountain was accepted and connecte(\ ",ith the vil­
lage system of water works. 

Still another improvement at about the same time was the building (J i 
the opera house by a stock company at an expense of about $3500. 

III 1895 the street lights were installed . 
. -\11 these improvements followed closely the period oi prosperity, takinc: 

place in the years from 1893 to I(lDD \\'hen strenuous efforts to maintain 
business were being exerted. The making of public improvements wa, 
partly a psycho-social phenomenon; it was an effort to keep the village u]' 
in a puhlic way, following the impetus received when condition" were gl)()(l. 
[n the years that followed, few public improyemcnts were macle. The 
cOllsnmmating cyent of these years was thc centennial celebration of July 
r 0, 1 S<)8. That event commemorated the one hundredth all niVe!'S;] rv \) i 
the heginning of the to\\"n. It \\"as estimated that al)()ut .:;O(X) persons {\-ere 
in attendance. 

Some work has he en done on the streets since 1<)00, but that has beell 
forced, in order that the village may keep up with pressure fr0111 without. 

In 19 ro a village-improvement society was organized. hut the recl)rd~ 
in the papers show that it did little more than give a play for the raising 
of money, and discuss the oiling of the streets. It lasted fur ahout three 
years. In 1925 another such socieh" was perfected. which still exists. It 
has e(lnipped a playground, provided street receptacles for refuse, and 
encouraged painting and cleaning up. 

6. P1WFESSIOXS 

The professions here considered are those oj the physician, the dentist. 
the lawyer, and the optician. i\Iinisters also arc included on the graph 
(fignre 2<)), but they are nut discussed here as they wurked in cUlljunctiull 
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with the churches. The impossibility of obtaining data preclurled the prac­
ticability of discussing the presence of nnrses and music teachers. The 
number of professional people in a comll1unity depends upon the popula­
tion and its economic well-being. 

Pll'ysicians 

Physicians settled very early in Dryden, three being located in the vil­
lage by 181(). Between 1820 and 18so six physicians were located there, 
but it is illlpossible to determine the exact length of time that they prac­
ticed. The populatioll of the tOWll rcached its heig'ht ill 1835, and sickness 
was very pre\"alent owing to the undrained swamps. 

During the Ciyil \\-ar there were three or four physicians ill Dryden. 
one of whom succeeded his father in his practice. By that time. some of 
the physicians had apparently moved away and others had settled in neigh­
horing Yillages. From the years of the early seycnties until 1900, three or 
four physicians liwd in the Yillage. This covered the period of prosperity, 
and also the til11e when the sanitarium jmt outside the corporation limits 
was in operation. That institution was lmrned in the late nineties. 

~ince 1900 the l1ul11ber of physicians has gradually decreased t() only 
one. who in June. 192R. was engaged in actiye practice. The impro\'ement 
in transportation facilities has contributed to the decreasillg nU1111)er o[ 
physiciam. _iu"t a,; prosperity had hrought ahout their settling in the yillage. 

Drnfists 

The first dentist to practice his profession in Dryden came in 1RS6. He 
remained until 1871. when he moved to Ithaca. hut continued to practice 
in the village two days each week. In 1892 he returned to Dryden, and 
remained there practicing his profession until his death in 1()I2. 

In 1 Rf)R a second dentist came to the village, where he remained until 
his death in I()1S. ~ince 19I1) another dentist has beg\1ll practicing in the 
village. 
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Law:),crs 

A lawyer practiced his profession as early as 1833 in the village oi 
Dryden. In the late thirties and early forties, an attorney with several 
law students studying under him resided here. This was a time wh(,11 
numerous disputes regarding land titles arose, and when industries wen' 
in operation, both of which demanded adyice from attorneys. 

Another lawyer began practice in the village in 18-l--+, ane! remained 
there until his election to Congress in 1&)7. His son, though now prac­
tically retired, has remained in the village until the present time practicing 
the same profession. 

Immediately following the Civil \Var, four law students were traincd 
in the office of one of the attorneys. These, howeyer. did nut remain til 
practice in the village. 

In the eighties and nineties, three lawyers carried on their work in the 
village; two of them ha ye remained until the present time. 

Changed conditions have caused the lawyers to go to largel' places. ne­
fore long the village will probably have no member of the pmfession. 

o plicians 

An optician combined his work with that of a jewelry store in the late 
nineties. He remained in Dryden until 1925. The competition of the 
specialists in the larger place~ was too strong for this profession to remain 
as a force in the village. 

7. DEYELOP:lIENT or THE CHURCHES AND OTHER REUCIOL'S OR(;AN1ZATTONS 

This section deals with the de\'Clopment of the churches, the organiza­
tions affiliated with the churches, and other religious group:-; ane! activities. 

Establishment alld carly gro'l(,th, 1800 to TR3S 

The first period of church growth is the same as that of economic dc­
velopment, IRoo to 1835. During these years the two church organizatio11:' 
-Presbyterian ane! :.\Iethodist-were perfected, the churches were built. 
and the pioneer phenomena respecting religion were experienced. The con­
summation of this period was a particularly successful reviyal meeting, 

The first chnrch society in Dryden was formed on February 1 I' 180:-\. 
with a membership of I3. ~\t the first meeting of the society it was voted 
that the form of government should he congregational. but the organiza­
tion later became Presbyterian. The meetings were held ill the homes. ill 
barns, or in woods until the erection of the church, which was begun in 
1820 and completed in 1823 (flgme 30). 

Barter \"as the chief method of exchange at this period. In raising 
funds to huild the church, each contributor \vas charged with a certain suh­
scription. and later with one or more }lews at prices varying from $2.75 to 
$10.50. The contributor was then credited with what he paid in money or 
contributed in lahur or merchandise, principally the latter. For example. 
one man worked for half a clClY with a team, drawing stone. for which he 
was credited $1 ; about six weeks later he worked for two days with oxen 
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only, and received credit for 75 cents a day. Another man, who was :l 

distiller of the farmers' grain but was one of the foremost contributors t;) 
the building of the church and one of its most steadfast members, paid hi~ 
share of $130, mostly in whiskey and lumber; one of the barrels of whis­
key was credited at $ 17.50, and another at $24. 

No fireplaces were built in the church. nor were stm'es used for a 1J[11ll­

ber of years. The only warmth on the cold winter Sundays was supplied 
by small foot-warmers which the women brought in the bottom of the 
sleds or wagons. The pews were rectangUlar. with seats on three sides. 
The parents and other adults sat on the back seats, facing the pulpit. The 
young people sat on the end seat, facing the entrance to the pew, and the 
children faced their parents, with their backs to the minister. The small 
foot-warmer was placed in the center of the group, and robes were thrown 
over the laps of the family in an attempt to prevent the small amount of 
heat fr0111 escaping. 

During the first two decades of the church organization, the sermons 
i'ere the main source of education for man\' of the members. Services 
lasted all day. The noon hour on Sundays b~came a social event; it was 
a time for conversation. The "meeting-house" \Vas the one place where 
wholesome conversation and association could be participated in. This 
noon-hour gathering was so strong that numerous complaints arose in later 
years when the afternoon sermon was dispensed with. 

Two years during this period are notable for the increase in church 
membership-T 82U anc! 183 I. r n 1826 the increase in number of members 
was 37, and in 1831 it was 71. These accessions took place while the Rev-
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erend Mr. Hurd was pastor. The Reverend l\Ir. Clark stlcceeded to the 
pastorate in ] une, 1835, and in the first year of his work 4S new mel1lbCb 
\\'cre added. This was ;l time of general growth fur botl! clll1rches, alld 
accounts for th('ir large mcmbership in 1840 (table 22). It is t() be rel1lCIII· 
hered abu that thc total population of the town reached its hgh peak ill 
183.1, and that the last ten years of this period seem to have been a time ill 

TABLE 22, :-[DIII}:I(SHII' IX Tl[1o: :-fETlIUllIST A'iO PHESllYTERL\X ClIl'I{CIIES 1'''1, 

Y,\RIUl', 1'1':.\1<:;* 

Year 
I\.fembership 

I Methodist 
I Ch"rch 

Presb\·tcrian 
Ch\1rch 

Membership 
Year 1- .. -. 

I 

~letllOdist ! Presbyten,Ul 
Church I Church 

------1 - ---~ _.-, ~~------- --- - --- -_-- -

1 1819. 
1823. 
I~2S. 
1829 
1830 
1835 
T840. 
T 8.15 
I8so. 
r 855 
18()o 

1865, , 

'J" 
Ll4 
LP 
III 

1I6 

46 
67 

101 
IUS 
III 

235 

,X, 

IS70. 
IX75 .. 

• ISBa. 
1885, 
1890. 
rH95· 

aISJOO. 

II :g~~ 

I 
I<}IS 
192U 
ISJ25 

_ L __ 

I 
<)6 l1)u 

155 
86 rho 

ISO 
89 15--1-

18,. 
I()O 173 

t I ~o 153 
157 

~ , 220 

178 220 
I::?9 2L~ 

. . . . . . . I 
.. , , , .: 

* .This information was collecteu by Professor Ralph A. Felton, of the ,0;"ew York State Cullege or 
Agnculture. 

general improvement and economic prosperity. \Vere the additions to the 
church membership due to the period of general activity, or to the personal 
influence of the pastor, or to both? The writers' theory is that the general 
conditions prodl1ced a socio-psychic sitl1atioll, a1ld the pastor afforded tIn' 
opportune leadership, If the additions wcre due only to the man, the ell­
tire 45 would 110t ha \'e become members of the church during the first year 
of his pastorate. 

The secund church to be organized was the Methudist. Among the earh' 
pioneers who settleel in the town were some ;\lethodists. For several year~ 
they met with the oleler religious society, but when these began talking 0 i 
a Presbyterian organization and the building of a "meeting-house" tl1l' 
?I[ethoc1ists wished to separate. In the year [SI6 a young itinerant 
preacher, tra\'elillg' Oil the Cayuga circuit, entered the village of Dryelell 
:md was urg(,d to preach at the schoolhouse that evening. Thus begall 
?lrethoclisl11 in the village. Thereafter the itinerant prl'ached rcgularh', 
c,' lIl1l'times ill the schoolhouse, sometimes in capacious barns, and often ill 
the wooels. The :'>Iethodist Church was built in 18~2. 

It was durillg- the last tcn \cars ()f this period L that the Sunday sch()()I~ 
\\'ere begun (figure 30). 

Period of de'i"'[O/,l7lC'lli, 1S3S to 181>.:; 

The activitieS that charactl'rized the years frum IS,:;,; to 1865 were ma­
terial illl[>1'<)\'l'll1(,llts and revi\·all11cetillg-s. tht' latter ()ccurring ill the \\'illkr 
of rKS7-.1S and ill ISI)[. .\liout 18.)() ()r 18-i0 all orgall was plaCl·d ill 
the l'res]J\'terian Church. rll the winter of 18-+()~50 the building \Va~ re-
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moved to its present location. The expense involved in this change was 
about $1500. 

No records of the Methodist Church arc availahle to sh()w am' 
improvements. 

The revivals, though emanating from the Pre~hytcrial1 Church, are espe-' 
cially outstanding in the religious history of the \·illage. As a result of the 
first of these, in the winter of 1857-58, the church membersh1p was in­
creased hy 1110re than 30. The second revival. in 18(1I, resulted in gains in 
membership for both the Presbyterian and the :'Icthodist Church. Fol­
lowing that revival, the Presbyterian Ch\1rch was enlarged and remodeled. 
The old spire was torn down and a new one erecieel. The galleries. and the 
high pulpit which commande(1 a good view oi the galleries. were rl'm,wed. 
The old pews with high partitions and d()()rs gaw place to the prescnt 
seats. 

J!oi/Crll hl'yiJlJliJl!J.I', 18()S to [<J()() 

The ycars irom 1865 to 1()OO might hl' dl'signated as a timc nf hegin­
nings f()r the present church organizations. 1 )\1ring the first decade of 
the pcriud (in I 87...j.) , the :.\Iethodist Church was burned alld rebuilt, 
and the l'reshyterian parsonage was erected. III I i-(<JS, further illlprovc­
ments were made on the Presbyterian Church. 

The auxiliary organizations and dates of their beginning:; arc as follows: 
Presbyterian Church: l\[is5ionary Society, 1870; 'Ways and Means So­
ciety, 1880; United Society of Christian Encleayor, 1887; :.\Ien's "\ssocia­
tion, I8(;Cl. :.\lethodist Churdl: Ladies' c\id, 187.); Epworth League. T8C)0; 
Missionary Society, 18g6. The vVoman's Christian Temperance l.Jnioll 
was in operation hy I S8S or preyiously. In I S()7 services 0 f Episcopalian 
adherents were begun in the opera house. and the church of this religious 
hod,\' Iras completed ill {(lOS. 

The \Va\'s an,l :\\('a11s :-;()ciet\' ()f the l'rcsh\'terian Church. tl1\' functi()ll 
of II'bicb rs to aid the church' Illl<lllcialh·. \\';IS organized ahout I i-(irJ Ilr 
1880 as a successor to the Mite Society. This organization has helped in 
heautifying the c1mrcb, in prol'iding cCll1ipment, and in st1pplell1cntin;:; 
regular expenses when needed. 

The .Men's Assnciation was started in 18(/i. At first its function ,\'as 
primarily educational. During the years I8(_)6 and 18f)7, it instituted a lec­
ture course, which it continued to conduct until IC)02, when the school as­
Sll1l1ccI charge. The associati()l1 also ,tarteel a social cust0111 in I ~'<)(_), this 
being the practice of bolding' a \ \'ashington's Birthday banq\1H e;Lch year. 

The Christian Enc\eayor Society was organized in 1887. During the 
nineties it was a very illljlortant agency in promoting social life among the 
young people. 

The Ladies' _'\id ~ocieh' of the :'Ilethoclist Church was started with the 
remodeling of the chttrc1~ in 1873, and became a strong forcc in 1874 
after the church \yas llt1rnecl. This is the oldest (If the auxiliaries oi the 
1.1 ethodist Church. 

The Missionary :-';ociety llegan in 18q(i. It was organized at a time when 
conditions were birh' prosperol1s. ()r th0l1ght to he so; but its organizatiun 
was due largely to outsicle pressure of the church 
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The Epworth Leagne was started in I~()O. just before the break in tiJ,· 
prosperity of the region. The young people of the church had had a 5()ci:,i 
organization prior to that time. bnt the perfecting of the League ga I 
definite religions form 10 the group. 

The consummation of the,e eli IIerC'nt auxiliary church o;-ganizati(lll' 
marked the beginning of the ,hurche< acti\'ities in a definite pru11loti()1l;" 
religious directioJl. L'p t() this time, the activities of the church had ])('(''' 
both religious and social: the religious activities were carried (111 ill ('1111 

j unction with the regular sen'ices, while the social ones were a part oj 1 iII' 
normal work of the religious organizations. From this time 011. the" wi;l: 
activities. for their own sake on the part of the various religious grou]," 
appear to ha\'e ceased and to ha\'e been held for the purpose o[ promotilll; 
the religious organiz:ltiolls. 

Special clIlphasis 011 club acth,z·ties. 1900 10 J()28 

r Il a religious wa:' the years fr0111 IC)OO to 1928 are characterized by fou r 
e\Tnh: the building- of the Episcopal Church: the united rn'ival 111eetinc: 
of the :\lethodist and Presbyterian Churches in j()12: the increased e111 
phasis on activities for the s;lke of the church itself. on the part of all th, 
church organization~: and thc extension uf the membership into the opell 
country. 

The Episcopal Church was built ahout Ig05. The main incentive to till 
perfecting of the organization and the erection of the church was pressure 
from the Bishojl. who wanted a church building wherever there were alll 
coml1lunicants. The church cea~ec1 to function ahout H)2(J. 

]n H)T2 the high peak of this period was reached in religicus activiti", 
for the l\fethoclist allcl Preshyterian Churches. ,~ four-weeks re\·ival meet 
ing was helel at that time. _ \s a result the Preshvterian Church alone ha(1 
ahout 90 members added, which accounts for the large increase in m('n1 
bership between 19TO and 1()I J (table 22). 

The increase of the ch11rch membership from the open cou11try has hccil 
much greater since 1')00 than for any time pre\·ious. according to the rec 
(lrcb of the l'reshderian Church (figure 3 I). The numhers oj OPCIl-COIIIl 

tn' homes in which members of this church lived. in the veal's for whicl] 
<[,;ta are availalJle. were as £0110\\'5: 22 in ISOC). 2() in 18gi{ 3S ill I ()oS, .1~ 
in I928. This membership is c()ncentrated largely along the main higlnvay, 
in the open country. 

Rcli!lio;(s orlj(lIzi:::atioJls olltside tliC chllrchl's 

The religious organizations ()utside the churches, which have existed or 
p()w exist. are the \\'(Jman's Christian Te1l1perance Union. the Young PC\I­

pie's Branch. tlie }Ii-Y Cluh. the (;irl l\('s('!'ves. a11d the (;()()d TCl11jllars_ 
.'\11 of these appear to han' arisen as a result of a gTlieral 1110\'C111cnt in the 
C(lunt1'l' as a whole. rather than (Jut of a cldillitc local situation. 

The'\\(0111an'" Christian Temperance L:niOIl was organized ill 188S or 
hefore. It aro~e a~ part of a general 1110\·e111e11t. though local conditions at 
that time furnished sufficient st i1l1uli. ] ncleed. dnring i-he prosperous year~ 
early in the nineties. the 1lt111lber of arrests for clrl1nkenness and fights wa~ 
vcry high-higher, ill fact, than at am' time since. 
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FIGl'RE ,,1. LOC\T!O:--;, OF HO:-IES OF OI'E:--;-COC;\TRY ~IEMIlERS 

OF TilE PRESBYTERL\" C'Hl'RCH, 1:--; 11:169, 1898, 1908, ,\:--;ll 1928 

The Young I'eople\ Branch \vas a junior org'<lJlizatioll of the 
\V. C. T. L. It was organized when a lltll111)('r of Y()l1ng people were 
regularly going to the Preshyterian Church. \Yhen thesc young PC()ple 
grew up, the organizatioll disbanded. 

The I-Ii-Y Cluh and the (;irl Reserves were organized during the school 
year of If)24-25 by representatives of the Cortland Y. 1\1. C .. '\. and Y. \Y. 
C. A. Thus they came ahout distinctly as a result of increased means of 
communication and the general cxpansion progral11s () ( the two parent or­
ga·nizatiolls. Local conc\itions in no wav provided a peculiar setting for 
their rise. aside from the fact that expansiun ()f ac1i\'ities out of the purely 
local situations has heel! the c]()l11inant e1ellH'nt in tIll' liie ()f thl~ village 
since H)20. This is ('specially sig'niiic<lnt in vic'\\" uf the C'xtensive aban­
donment of farm.s. 

The C;o()cl Te1l11Jlars \I'as a (('1111)(TanCC' ass()ciation. ()q.~'<lnized ill Dn'­
den ahout IR7~. Ih' 1R7() it was haying a regular Illeeting 011C(, a week. 
The organizati()l1 see1l1S to ha\'e heen dishanded hy ]C)ou. though it lVas of 
little consequence in the yillage throughout the nineties. 
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8. lJEVELOI'J\IENT OF EDUCATIONAL I:\SITITTIO;-.rS AND OJ{(;A:-.iIZ.\TI<),\" 

The mcans of education that have functioned in Dryden include sch, 0' ,J" 
the library, debating societie:;, c(\ucati()na\ ;1I1(1 literary organizations. 1 he 
Crange. the farm and the h()ll1e hureau. the chautauqua. and the fair Illg­
nre 32). T\l(' educational history falls into Jmlr periods: IKon to IXSI>, I' ~I) 
to IX72, 1872 to 1\)00. and 1()OO to l(P7. 1t should bc added that \\'ith 111(' 

8 5? :a l'l ~ S! S g 0 0 8 ., .. 
'" '!! 91 '!! '!! '!! '!! '!! '!! .. 

Public School 
PubliC School --- ,---
Pmate School ---f---
Union School ---f----I--+--+ 
Academy ---r--- -- ---~-
Union Free School ---f---- ---f----
Library _____________ _ 

.n,bating SOCiety ---\--- -- -- 'I"""-- ' 
Dryden Reading Club ___ \-__ r-- -- -- -__! f-' 
Dryden Readln€ Assn ---1--- r-- 1--_ -- ______ _ 

Dryden Lrterary Assn ---f--- --- ------r---f--- _-' i 
Dryden Literary Club ---1--- -- -- r--r---r---r-'--+--+-~ 
Fortnightly Club ---f--- ___ ___ ___ __ ! 
Alumni AssoCIatIOn ---1--- -_ -- --r--- __ +-_+_-+_..J 

---\---
\ 

Dryden Agr Assn 
FM'l'fltfS' A!'s.l)t\a~il)f'I 

Grange 
---1--- r--- I 
---\---r-- --r--r-- r-- r--- r---r----+---+---I 

Farm Bureolu 
Home Bureau 
Chautauqua 
Fair 

---t---- --- f--- f--- r---r--- t---'---f---I---I--~: 
---1--- --- -- -- -- -- r-- r--r--f---\-----l 
---f--- -- -- f----I---r---I---I---f---I---r-- _ 
---I------f---f----\-- I 

F](;\'RE .12. Ill'RATIO~ ],ERIon~ OF EDI·C\TI()~.\L I~STITl'TIO~S .\~]) ()RG.\~IZ.\TIO~o 

openillg (If tile ~ch(lnl year 1()27-2<'~, all()ther period was l)('gl111. Tile ri",' 
and fall ()J educational institutiolls, ()rganization~. and actiYitie~ s('elll~ til 
hear less nhtioll~hip to tillle~ of ccon()lllic pro~pcrit\· ;tII(\ (k[lrl's~i()n thai' 
is the case with almost ally other. 

j'criod of tIll' ()ill'-rOOIll schools. Igoo 10 18.;0 

The educational opportunities nf the yillage in its carly YGirs were ('~ 
trelllely meager. The first log cahin huilt ill the t()\\'lbhip l)('(';[n1(' its first 
scllllolhousc in the ycar lXO-,\. whell it was no longer tbC(\ a~ a place ()i 

habitation. This one-room school persisted as the d()minant type of educa 
(ional institution until 18.;0. though a second one was huilt ahout 18,).;. 
The union school of J XSo replaced h()th of th('s('. 

;\ private school was in operation during the thirtil" and forties. hut 
details concerning it arc not availahle. ]!l the same decade a dehating 
school came into existence. to supplel11ellt the meager educational work 
afforded h\' the 01H'-roolll sclwols. 

['lIioll SClIOO/ clild (/((/(/(111,1', I!\S() 10 11\72 

The period from 1850 to 1872 was characterizc(\ hy the following eyents : 
Thc estahlishment of the unioll school in r8;0: the maintenance of the 
academy f r0111 IS62 to 1872; the existcnce of the Dryden Reading Cluh 
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in the late fifties and early sixties; and the organization ot the Dryden 
Agricultural Association ill li)~6 (figure 32). . 

The tirst of these, the establishment ot the 1111101l school, meant ollly the 
bringing together 0 [ two schools, with a probable bettCrllWllt of equipment. 

Early in the sixties, an acadcmy k110wn as the J)rYllen Seminary was 
built. This was a private enterprise, but it arose in respon,;c to the educa­
tional needs of the place. The training given was classical and cultural, 
and of a high enough quality so that students from the institution \\"ere 
admitted to Vassar and. \mherst Culleg·es. .As early as 1))05, Dryden sent 
one of her sons to Amherst an(l another to Hamilton. i\ccurate recnnls 
of the academy cannot be found, but at least seven of its pupils entered 
college between li)6S and I872. 

The academy continued sllcl'essfully for about ten years, when it began 
to decline. ] n the late sixties the Curtland ~ orlllal Sch()ol was organized, 
and demand for a iree school in Dryden came, resulting' ill the establish­
ment of the Union Free School in 1872. 

Literary clubs began to be organized about the middle of the century, 
iollowing the debating clubs of the forties. These clubs supplemented the 
meager schooling proyided hy the schools existing up to that time. The 
Dryden Reading Club \\"a~ hegun in October, I f\S(j, and continued until 
the opening of the Civil \ \' ar in 1~()I. The war seems to have checked 
this type of educational activity. The cluh stll<lied the English classics: 
according to report. three acts of IIalJllct WlTl' read at (Jne of the meetings, 
ane! an old resident of thl' village remem!lers the club's studying Scott's 
Ladv of the Lake. 

The Dryden Agricultural Association, which pro\ed of great significance 
in both an educational and a social way, was organized in 18,i(). The aim 
was to promote better agriculture. The work was carried on in two ways, 
by discussi()ns and IJY ex hilJitions. In resorting to thl' latter method, the 
Dryden Fair was brought into existence. .\ lmilding was erected and the 
fair lJCcaml' an institution. The activities of the association cease(l \vhen 
the fair was discontinued in H)19. 

High sc/ruoiltlld literary clubs, 1872 to H)OO 

The years from I872 to 1900 mark roughly another period. In I872 the 
Union Free School was organized, and the work of the academy was taken 
over by this institution. 

During the seventies and eighties the Farmers' ;\ssociation \vas in ex­
istence, with its meeting place in the village, though it wac; constituted 
largely of fanner members. Ib purpose was educational. In 187() one 
meeting was devoted to a discussion of the relative profitableness 0 i cattle 
and sheep. 

The literary clubs were very prominent during the seventies and eighties. 
Full data could not be obtained on all of them, which made it impossible 
to show graphically the times of their duration (figure 32). During the 
promotion period of the union-free-school movement prior to 1871, the 
Dryden Reading Association 'was organized. Its membership. which at no 
time exceeded 30. consisted of both men and women, and it:, aill1 was to 
"provide for mutual instruction and entertainment 0 f its members." It 
lasted on1 _v a few years, anc! was follO\\'ecl ill 1877 hy the Dryden Literary 
Association, which became a debating club. This club either died out or 
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took the form of the Young 11en's Literary Association, which wa~ actin 
in 1))7<), but of which !l0 accounts appeared in the local paper by IK0:;. 

Throughuut the se\'enties and eighties, numerous lectures were he!.'! ill 
the village under the auspices 0 f the \"arious organizations. Much () i t h· 
educatiunal wurk was informal and "pontaneous. From time to tim\" a 
lyceum course was cOllducted by olle of the 'groups. 

In 10<1) a tourist club was organized, with a melll!.Jer,;hip of 20 \\"onll: 
Two years later its !lame was changed to the Fortnightly Club, and ;', 
program of wurk has persisted to the present time. 

In 189() the Dryden Literary and Musical Association was fornK,:. 
This soon became the Men's Association of the Pres Lyter ian Church, 11 
work of which has already bee!l mentiuned (page 28). 

The intense activity of the literary organizations of the se\"enties fOlllld 
its fruition in the establishment of the library in 1883. The incorporati" . 
of the Southworth Library Association in that year came as a result of 
bequest from the Southworth estate. 

Another feature of a semi-educational nature that marked these yeal' 
was the peak of success reached by the Dryden Fair. In 1887 the fail 
grounds were enlarged, and in 1895 a grand stand was erected facing th, 
race track and capable of seating 1000 persons. 

An alumni associatioll, made up of graduates of the local high sehoul. 
was organized in 1894. Its program was essentially educational up to I92-1 
when it became social and recreational. 

1'vlodern educational organi:::atioll, 1900 to I927 

The years from I9°° to 1927 form a period of transition in methods oi 
educational work, and are characterized by the greater institutionalizatiull 
and solidification of educational activities on the one hand, and an increa,;­
ing adjustment to influence outside the local community on the other. o Ill" 

of the fi;"st changes toward institutionalization \\"as the taking-over of tIlt" 
lecture course very early in the century by the High School, which ha:, 
conducted it ever since. 

In 1907 the Dryden Literary Club, composed of 15 young women, wa" 
organized. It has continued as an extra-school educational agency. 

The High School manifested its response to changing conditions by be­
ginning its homemaking course in I912. In the school year I927-21< it 
started its work in agriculture, which shows its expansion into a field 0 [ 

service for the surrounding farms. This extension of acti\"ities is well 
illustrated by the shi f ting of attendance from the open country. Three 
school years were selected for study-J 8i)3--()-L J 9' 2-13, and 1927-2~. 
The total enrollments f()r these vears, amI the I1tllll her 0 f non-resident 1" 

students, are as follows: . 
Total :t\ on-resident 

Year enrollment enrollment 
181)3-fJ.j. ..••••....•....•.......................•............ ( 1) 17 
11)12-13 .......................... ' ................... , .... . 
1 927-2i) ................................................... . 

0;2 24 

83 56 

The territory from which the High School draws its students increased 
gTeatly fr0111 1912 to Ii)27 (figure 33). The introduction of the homemak-

10" Non-resident" refers to students who Eve outside the Dryden school district, which practically 
CUillciue-; with the incorporated limits of the village. 
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FIGI-RE :n. LOCX![O:\S OF OI'E:\-CO{-:\TRY HO~IES OF ;o.;ox­
RESIDEl'T STCDj<;KTS OF THE DRYDEN HIGH SCHOOL, FOR 
THE YEARS 1893-189-1-, 1912-1913, AND 1927-1928 
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ing department in 1912 caused a large increase in enrollment, and that ()f 
the agricultural work in 1927 again made for a growth. 

The Grange was begun in 1907. Its original purpose was educati()li"I, 
but at present its work is largely social. Its inception shows further '!:(' 
concentration of farmers' activities in the village, and also the increa~illl; 
influence of larger organizations outside the village on the local instituti()II", 
since the Grange is a national order. 

The farm bureau was started in Dryden in 1913. It arose as part of II" 
general movement demanding scientific methods in agriculture. The ill1l11(' 
diate local conditions that made the situation ripe for such an organizatilli i 
were the exhausted farm lands of the hills and the almost complete rl'l: 
ance in farming on dairying. The local educational program is part of tin t 
carried on by the county farm bureau as directed by the county agent. 

The home bureau was begun in Dryden in 1920. It was part of a geli­
eral movement looking toward bettering the out-of-school educational Ii i 
of rural women. Being made up of both village and open-country womell, 
it illustrates a widening of sen-ice on the part of the village ::md a fmilill 
of activities of the villagers and the people of the open country. 

The chautauqua affords a good illustration of the adaptation () f 11 II' 
village educational activities to external conditions. The chautan<[n<l 1ll'­
gan in 1919. Its character is such that all the benefits which it afford~ 
come from the outside. the village being on a chautauqua circuit. 

9. DEVELOP::\IENT OF SOCIAL AND RECREATIONAL GROUPS "\ND ACTlYITIES 

Do the social and recreational groups bear any relationship to the peri­
ods of economic and industrial development? The data here giyen suggest 
that such a relationship exists, yet these activities depend also on the age 
composition of the population. A description of the social and recreation a 1 
life of the village, omitting statistical details, is given in the following 
pages. 

Gfllcral cOllditio1ls prior to r859 
No records arc a yailable concerning the social and recreational life prior 

to 18;9, hut a general description fits the situation. Dnring those year" 
both the social and the recreational acti\'ities were unorganized and were 
largely connected with the work of the time. The buildil1g of houses and 
harns. and other forms of spontaneous and hahitual means of coope-ratioJl, 
afforded occasions for association and an opportunity of engaging in one 
approved form of recreation, drinking. The tavern also. which was in 
operation as early as r8Io. must have been an important social and recrea­
tional center where drinking was engaged in. During the forties. debating 
dubs were organized. These were established for educational pnrpos('c. 
but in their activiti('s they furnished an important means of social and rec­
reational Ii fe. 

Orqoni,c:otion of [odiffS. r859 to r870 
The l\fas(lllic l()dge was organized in 1~5() (figure 3t). It pru"idl'd a 

systematized and ritualized means of social activity for the members. 
- The r. O. O. F. lodge also was organized in tl{e fifties. The members 

seem to have ceased activities during the Civil \Var, but resumed them 
about 1872. 
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Masonic 
I.O.O.F. 
£ ,st.rn Sf ar 
Rebekah 

Dryden Social 
Band 
Thimble Club 
Needle Club 
Gun Club 
Casserole Club 
H.B.Club 
H.O.TC 
Basketball Team 
Sons of Veferans 
Orchestra 
Dramatic Co. 
Boy Scoufs 
Girl Scouts 
Camp Fire Girls 
Fillmore Club 

o ., o 
'" ~ 

I 
Lodges 

o 
o 
~ 

o <0 
N N 
~ ~ 

----f------- --- ------ --- --- --- -----I-.---+-.....,-_,..--+--t-...,......, 
--- -- ---- --- ---

Clubs and of her Organilafions 
---1---- ---- --- r------ --- --- ---- --""''''''''----t--..,..'-1 

1--- --- --- --- --- ---1---- --~ 

------1--- -- --- ------ -- ---I"-
--- --- -- -- --- -- ---1--- --- ---+--+--i 
--- ---1--- ---1--- ------ --- ------ --~ 
--- --- ------1--- -- --- ---
-- ---1--- --- --- ------

--- --- --- --- --- -- -- ---i-
---------

--- ---1--- --- --- ---1--- -- --- ---roo--
---1--- --- --- -- --- --- -- --- -----

---1---- --- ------r--- -- --- --- -- --
--- --- -- --- --- ---1--- ---
--- --- ---\--- -- --- ---\--- 1--- --- --. 

FIC;CKE ,,-to DU{.\TI(J:'<: PEK[(US OF S(JCL\L .\(:E:\CIE-; 

Period 0/ ili/orllla/ity ailli orY({lli::illg, 1870 to 1900 

The first years of the period from 1870 to [900 are characterized by 
informal and spontaneous social and recreational life, and the beginnings 
of formal functions. The period might be subdivided, with the year 0 f 
separation about 1893. The se\'enties ane! eighties were years of extreme 
activity in a social and recreational way. Sociables, dances, parties, shows. 
and similar affairs, marked this time. Spontaneity of social activities 
characterized these years. The social and recreational affairs arose frulll 
the naturalness of the young people, rather than from the definite set pro­
grams of any institution or organization. The railroad frequently ran ex­
cursions to various points. which afforded a means of recreation. 

The educational, religious, and fraternal institutions and organizations 
provided opportunities for social and recreational life in connection with 
their regular activities and otherwise. For three nights in January, I88.=;. 
an art exhibit was held. In the same month a revival lJ1eeting took place 
at the 1\Iethodist Church. and a new musical urganization, called the "Fhil­
harmonic 1\I usical Society," was started . 
. A fad for walking began in 1879 and continued until I88.=;; a walking 

race took place in January of the latter year. A. roller-skating craze was 
especially prominent in 1885. Recreational interest apparently was cen­
tered in the skating rink. A champion skater appeared, and the rink was 
open three nights a week during that year. 

The Dryden Social Club was organized in 1879 and lasted for at least a 
decade. The group uf young persons who formecl this cluh promuted roller 
skating and dancing. The club lasted until its memhers either 1110\'eU away 
or married and jJecame interested in other village organizations. 
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\Yithin the decade betlYeen 1880 and 18()0, a band was started; thi, it·­
mained in existence until about Il)OO. . \ dancing and social club wa..; "1"­

ganized ahout l~()(), hut it i~ il1l]'ossihk to deterl1line how long it h";l("<\. 
c\lso, about this time the :-';ons of \'eterans came into being. The ~l'l'tllllC 
I lose COlllpany was a \\Tll-()rg'allized group which pro\'ided 11l1ll)('!""'.h 

s()ciables and entertaillnlenh during the llineties, but hy j()OO it had ('(,;)".<\ 
its activities, The ]lcak ()f s()cial and recreational activities was reach,·,j 
about I ~<)O: 

1 n I S()3 the opera 11Illbl' was Illli I t, and ill the full()\villg year :'" 
Dramatic COl1lpany was iorme(1. This group of Dryden playeb 11<'1 I 
together until \\'e11 into the follO\\'ing decade, being especially actiH' ill 
the first six years () f i h existence. 

The year is()5 was characterizcd in a social and recreational wa\' I: 
band concerts, basehall and foothall games, and bicycle raccs, 1 t i..; 11111<­

worthy that there were cOllljlaratiH'ly fe\\' dances and card partic..; at tll:l 
time. 

The years J8Cii and IS,); appcar tll ha\'l: becl\ a ti111(, of cOl\sidera],! 
acti\'ity socially. The II. (). T. C'., begun at that ti111e, reflect...; the gellt']';:1 
situation. This was f(lrl1led hy a group of young w()men, and, though til, 
exact meaning of the initials are not really kn()wn, it is generally CllllCC(k . 
that they mean the "] [igh Old Time Club." The club still exi..;h, th()\\g 1 
it is of little consequence as the young women have gl'llWll older and ac­
quired additi()nal interesb. 

Or!Jalli.~cd social alld rccreatiO}1al lifr; ]()OO to 191; 

By [(JOG the social and recreati(lnal life that had char:lderized the sey­
enties and eigh ties had allllost c()mpletel y broken d()wn. The years f n 1111 

I <)00 to 19 I 7 form a period l11ark('~! 1)\, increasing 1lt1l1lhers of s()cial and 
recreational organizations prollloted 1)\, the l()dges, clllbs, a;](l churcl1l'~. 
The spontaneity oj earlier years gaye way t() regular forms of social ani I 
recreational adiyities prol1l()ted by the in..;tituti()nalizecl gro\\p~, 

One of the first c1uhs to he f'lrl1lcd during this period was the Gun Clllh. 
This organizatioll was really the crystallizing (If the un()rganized shooting 
matches which had hecn helel since the se\Tnties. 

Other clubs and organizations that began early in the century were the 
Thimble ('lub, the ~ eedle Clull, and the CasslTole ('lull. Con:;iderable s()­
cial' and recreatiollal actiyity \\'as carried on through the ('hristian EIl­
deavor and the haskethall team of the High ~ch()ol during the year 1905. 
Some inf()rmal parties and socials were held, h1lt the l1tllll1It'l' was n()t 
nearly so large as it h~ld been previol1sly. 

J:.rf'allsioll of social and rl'Crcatioll(/llif'~, 1917 to up8 

Beginning allout 1\)1; and cOl1linl1ing to the pre:-ient time, the sorial and 
j'('creational activities han: responded to ol1tside int1l1ences thrul1gh at­
telllpts at new organizations and at carrying 011 work with ol1biclc groups, 
ancl a les~el1e(1 l1\\mhn of loral activities. 

Preceding and following 1<)20, attempts were macle to organize the Boy 
Scouts, the Girl :-';COl1ts, and tlte Cam]! Fire Girb, These urganizations 
dill not last: they came largely as a result Df cOlltacts \"ith the outsi(k, 
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Furthermore, lodge entertainments and sociab were coming to he held 
more in connectioJl with neighhoring- lodg-es. 

Since 1910 the lodge;.; ha\"(' heen extending' their territory. it' the l\Ia­
sonic lodge is typical. The maps ulllstit\1ting- fl.l.;\1re 35 sl1<l\\' a L'{ll1siderahle 

FI(;{-RE ,)". LOC.\T[O:\~ OF HO~[E~ ()F ~[\'(l:\IC-LOI)(;E 
:\[ E,IIWRS OCTS[J)E THE nLL\GE OF VR YIlE:\, 1:\ 19 [0 

A'iD 1928 

enlargement from TC)IO to 192:-l in the territory from which t he members 
of the ::\Iasonic lodge come, 1t is noticeable that this Illt'lllher,.hip tends to 
follow the main roads. 

In f<j28 the firemen started a forll1 (If recreati(lllal lifl' ill their o\\'n 
r()(lnh, primarily fur their ()\\'n 111 ('Ill I Jl'rs. 
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CO;";CLGSIOXS A~D IMPLICATIONS 

The village of Dryden was selected as a type for study; certain PL\,'­

tical conclusiolls and implications are acconlingly made. 
l. Villages have been undergoing marked changes since 1900; the IlH)"t 

rapid shifting, however, has occurred in the past eight or ten years. 'I'll(' 
villages are ceasing to be self-sufficient; residents are coming to depend (''' 
larger centers for certain of their economic goods and professional sen-­
ices. Furniture, shoes, and clothing, of the type whereo f a large varid\ 
for selection has to be carried, must he bought in the larger centn.-_ 
Likewise, legal service has centralized in the cities and the county-seal 
towns. Un the other hanJ, a hardware store, a meat market, a drug sturt'. 
a grocery store, and other flJrlllS of retail agencies that can handle g()(Jd., 
on a small scale and without a large amount of money, are holding their 
place in the villages of this size. Furthermore, this size of place is profit 
able for the two professions of medicine and dentistry. 

2. Economic agencies are becoming specialized, and in doing so the) 
can compete with the stores of the larger places. The recent introductioll 
of the chain grocery store, and the sales made by the monument works ttl 
the general public, illustrate this. It seems that quality and sen-icc art· 
coming to count more than locality in determining the trading constituency 
() f an economic agency . 

.). The economic success of this type of village depends on its skillful 
adaptation to (a) the surrounding farm population, the needs of which arL' 
rapidly changing, and (b) the demands of a general public which can be 
drawn from the cities to the villages \\'here quality service is given. 

4. The open-country population is increasingly tending tu gr:lYitate in 
its various activities toward the villages and the cities. The village that 
succeeds is likely to be the one that makes definite efforts to direct the,e 
activities toward itself. Such planned work would prove helpful to both 
the village and the open country. 

5. Farmers' cooperatives, and any form of industry closely related to 
fanning, can be encouraged to locate in such centers. The coming ()f 
farmers' cooperatives does not mean the breakclm\"ll of the village, since 
llumerous types of service exist which cooperatives cannot render and 
which must be left to private initiative. 

6. The work of the churches needs to be expanded to include a larger 
open-country area. This may be brought about by cooperation with other 
churches in the smaller villages and hamlets by means of the Larger Par­
ish plan, or some local scheme maX be adopted. The program of the village 
chnrch must be definitely planned to push its work farther i11to the open 
country to meet the changillg conditions. The farm population is increas­
ingly entering the village church, and the open-country area which the 
church is serving has heen enlarging. Accordingly the formulation of :l 

special scheme of expansion of area, and of cooperation with the church('~ 
in smaller cellters, is unly the adaptation of the institution to the changing 
concl i tions. 

7. The village of this size appears to be a logical center for the cen­
tral-rural-school district, \\-ith a fom-years high-school course, particu­
larly where the school is serving a surrounding open-country populatioJl_ 
(;irls and boys of the open country are depending more and more OJl the 



high schools of the villages for their education. The area from which they 
come to high ~chool ha~ heen expanding in the past twenty years. The 
organization of a central-rural-schoo1 di~trict taking in o]len-COll11try 
te;ritory would create a largn unit of sch()ol administration. with the 
open-country population p!a\'ing a part in its control: whereas under the 
present condition. the hig'h ~chool senes a wide area but the f()rmulati()n 
of all school policies is under the directi()n Cl f tIle village alone. 

8. Leadership in organizations needs to he more equally div:ded hetwecn 
villagers and open-country dwellers. This would prohahly help tn vitalize 
the vinage activities. since the average age of the (lpen-countn' populati()n 
is helow that of the villag(· population. 

<). A villagc like Dryden may gradually decline in its competiti()n with 
the larger places. as han' many smaller ones. unless it can make its adapta­
tions to both the farm p()jlulati(ln and the general Jlublic. ()n the other 
hand, if its husiness houses will specialize on goods in the salc of which 
they can compete with the city and will give superior sen-icc. and if the 
educational and religious institutions will adapt their organization along 
the lines suggested so as to give ,~rcatcr c(lnsideration t() the needs (l f the 
open-country population. then a village of this type will prohahly Ill' ahle 
to maintain or even impnn'C its status. 
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