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HE inftitution of the Royalﬁ%ﬁdemx is, with great propriety,

confidered as a national honour., It is among the glories of
the prefent reign ;—and when the future hiftorian thall record the
events of it, the Soversign who formed ‘this admirable eftablifh-
ment, will, among his other great and merited titles, be defcribed
as the nurfing Father of the Arts :—A title, which, in whatever
view it may be confidered, muflt add to the dign}t}r and‘reputa-

-tion of the firft monarch in the world.—It has increafed his pre-
fent fame, and will endear his memory to future ages.

- B Whether
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Whether we confider the national {plendor, the humanifiag
refinement, or the commercial advantages which proceed from
the Nrts,—the benefits anfing from the cultivation of them will
appear to {atisfy our public pride, to improve our private man-
ners, and increale our peneral interefts.  The eftablithment of the
Royal Academy, may, therefore, mot only be confidered as arifing
from particular tafte, but from patriot ambition and pc}htzml

wiidom. _

To rival the nations of Europe in thofe works of Art which
were the pride of Greece, the diftinguithing boaft of an Auguftan
age, and have given to the Medici family the bloodlefs and un-
perifhable wreath of fame, 15 an obje&k worthy of a wife Prince,
and: an enlightened people. The Royval Academy, therefore,

being the firft {chooel eftablithed in this country, to nourfh the
infant Arts into frength and beauty, 1s an objeét of great national
concern 3 and any circumlitance which may teind to obfiruét or
promote 1ts advancement, muft be confidered as a public evil
or a public blefhng. @

I-am not governed by a falle enthufiafm for thole Arts which
were the {iudy of my youth,. the prefeffion of my more advanccd
life, and have procured me that fupport which makes old age com-
~ fortable, when I delwer it 25 my opinion, that the prefent {chifin
m-the Royal Academy is a national misfortune; as it tends to
difgrace a body of men on whom the cultivation of the Arts, 1 a
a great meafure, éepeud. It 13 my defign, therefore, to relate

with
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with candour, the real hiftory of thofe divifions among the Royal
- Academicians, which at prefent engage the public attention ; and
to hold forth to the public cenfure thofe men who have been the

- principal promoters of them. |
In performing this talk, I am neither .aftuated by profeffional
nvy or perfonal refentment: it 1s long fince T have had the leaft
caufe for the one, and I am now awrived at a peried, when it
would be a crime in me to cherifh-the other. Iam, in truth, go-
verncd by patriot motives,~—by a love for the Arts, which are
proteted by a patriot King, and whofc advancement muft, for the
beflreafons, be the with of every patriot mind. I thall not, fure-
ly, perform an unacceptable fervice in offering fuch -a difplay of
the illiberal profeflors of a.liberal profeflion to the public, as may
deter them in future from f{acrificing the daty they owe to their
Royal Mafter, the profperity of the inftitution he has committed
to their care, and the honourable efteem of their country, to the
aratification of felfifh paffions, the fancies of a wayward caprice, or

the views of private ambition. :

The Royal Diploma elevates the perfon on whom it is conferred:
to a ftation of honour,which it becomes him to maintain, by fulfil-
ling the duties of it; and the liberty of the prefs will be piofitably
employed in bringing'thofe men, who pervert the favour of their
Sovereign, and the mtercfts of an mflitution "of which he has
appointed them the guardians, to the bar of the public. As private
individuals, they tnay not, perhaps, Juftify the CGlle:]UEHCC which 1

B2 1mpart
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nppart to them s bot T eail them foith, clad in the inveftiture of

thewr public charater, to public examination.

T he immediate caule of the prefent difturbed ftate of the Royal
Academny may be clearly explained, by a brcf-relation of the

following circumitances,

-

Sir Joswua Revnorps poflefied a very anxious defire to procure
the vacant Profefiorfhip of Peefpeltive in the Academy for Mr.
Bonomi, an {talian Archite&t ; and as that Artift was not aﬁ Aca-
demician, it became a neceflary flep to raife him to that fitvation,
in order to qualify him for the office to which Sir Jofhua wifhed to
elevate him : the Prefident, therefore, determined, as it is called,
‘o carry bim ihrough;—that 1s, to obtain his eleftion as an Affo-
ciate, on the firlt opportanity, and then to avail himfelf of the

earlieft vacancy to get him chofen an Academician :—the appoint-

ment of the Profciiorfhip was then to follow, Such’ was the
plan of the patronifing Kmght; and he, probably, expedted to
fnd a continvance of that {ubfervicat difpofition among the Aca-
demicians, which he had long been accuftomed to receive from

them.,

Though an Englith Artift, T am, by no means, averfe to the
electing fuch fmmg 1ers into the Academic body as are qualified
to do hmmur to thr: inftitution, and to advance the ﬂbyz&.s of 1t :
at the fame time, 1 do not perfectly comprehend upon what prin.

ciples a foreigner thould be preferred to a native of this country,

when
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when the latter s equally accomplifhed as an Artift, ora Profef-
for.. In the Prefent inftance, there was an Englifhman who was
already an Aflociate, and had-fupplied the vacant chair of the
Profefior of Perfpedtive for a confiderable time, with great ability,
and general approbation.  The perfon to whom T allude is
Mr. EpwaRrps,—a maun of fuperior fcience in his department, of
approved talents and excellent chara&er, whofe only récommen-
dation to profeffional employment, it his pmfeiﬁdnal fiill s and
whofe merits, as a man, coufift in nothing more than a virtuous
hfe, and fharing the gains which his talents procure him with an
aged and an helplefs mother :—He has no L.ord to proteft and pa-
tronife him :—while Mr, Bonomi, poffefling that advantage from

the partial favourof the Earl of Aylesford, was moﬁ warmly {up-
ported by Str Jothua Reynolds. The peculiar merits which have
recommended the Italian Artift to the ardent patronage of the
noble Lord, have not been communicated to me.” What im-
provements he may have {uggefted at Packrigton, I know not 3
but, whatever his diftinguithing excellencies may be, I will ven-
ture to affert, without the leaft apprehenfion of any authoritative
s;ﬂntradi&iﬂn, that he 1s not, in any degree, {o well qualified for,
the Academical Profeflorthip as Mr. Edwards; as T amaunformed,
that his mode of prattifing perfpe&ive 1s derived from principles
which have beenexploded, to demonfiration, by Mr. Brooke Taylor,
“in the beft T'reatife ever publithed on that branch of defign.® When,

: therefore,
* Certain drawings of Cleriffeau, the French Archite®, whiclh had been thrown

into perfpeftive by Mr. Benemi, were given to Mr, Adalien 1o copy, who found
them
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therefore, Sir Tothua Reynolds reccommended Mr. Bonomi to be
clecred an Affociate, as an effential ftep towards his appointment

*

to the Profeflorfhip of Perfpetive, 1t was fuggefted, by the mild
and ingenuous zeal of Mr, Paul Sandby, that the Academy already
poflefled an Aflociate (meaning Mr. Edwards),who was eminently
qualified for that office ; and who had, for {fome time, performed
the duties of 1t, to the entire {atisfaltion of all who were capable
of forming a right judgment of the manner in which he ful-
Alled them.,

‘The Prefident did not deny the truth of a declaration which
came from fuch refpettable authority, but filenced at once the
honeft oppofition of the worthy Academician, by afferting, in the

moit pofitive manner, but without offering to produce any au-

thority for hiis affertion, that Mr. Edwards had declined to enhift
himfelf as a candidate with Mr. Bonomi—~It 1s painful for me to
add, but the fa& is, Sir Jothua had no jufhifiable authority to
make fuch a declaration;—and, n {o doiug; he was guilty of
a deception, as a public charaler, prefiding in the Academy,
which, Itruft, he could never have brought himfelf to prac-
tife in his private capacity.—~Indeed, he had been fo long in
the habit of diftating from his gilded chair, and had been fo

—_

them {o unfeientifically managed, that he was under the neceffity of adjutting to
them an entire new lincar arrangement.—Some time after, they were configned to
the hammer of the Auctioneer ; when Mr. Bonomi was fo ignorant as not to per-

ceive the alterations his pmfpeﬁ’twe had undergone,~~or {o uncandid as to adept
the corrections of fuperior fcience as his own original work,

1 con tinually
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continually flattered by the fubmiffion of thofe over whoni he
pretided, that, perhaps, he chofe rather to hazard a falfehood,

though degrading to his honour, than fuffer 2 diminution of
that dignity which was {o dear to his pride.

T'he ele&tion therefore proceeded,~and Mr. Girrin, an artifl
of the firft eminence in his line of painting, to the difgrace of
the Academy, was, at this period of its inflitution, and at this
period of his life, a competitor for the Affociatethip with the
Italian Architet :~—=The numbers on the ballot proved equal,—
and the Priffident gave the calting vote for bis friend, Mr. Bonomi j—
wio was, thereby, advanced fo far towards the Profeflorfhip
he was promifed.=On the vacancy of an Academic. feat, by the
death of Mr. Meyers,—Sir JosHua REvYNoLDs exerted all his in-
fluence to-obtain it for his friend, as the final qualification for the
cffice to which he had deftined hun :(—But a {pint of refiftance
appeared, which made him tremble for the fuccefs of his de-
fign :~—He, therefore, employed art, ftratagem, and menace®,
to effect thofe purpefeé which lie could not obtain by the fair {o-

-

Licitation of an honourable canvafs,

b

On the evening of the eleGtion, he had ordered certain drawings

of his favourite candidate to be placed in the Council-room, for

[ ] »

-« % Sir Jofhua's friends do not deny his declaration, that if Mr. Bonoemi was not
elected an Academician, he would withdraw himdelf from tht Academy.

the
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the infpe@ion of the eleors, and, if poffible, to create a bias,
of fome kind or other, in favour of the defigner of them,==Such
a procecding had no precedent in the prattice of Academic elec-
tions, and was founded in the moft evident partiality and myjuf-
tice, The objeé of the mecting was to chufe an Academician,
and the being an Aflociate was the only qualification required, by
the laws of the inflitution, to become a candidate for that honour,
The poflefiion of profeflional ability and {cience, is prefuppofed,
by the having been eleéted an Affociate ;—fo that foifting in any
profeflional fpecimen of the talents of any one candidate, was a
moft flagrant injuftice to every other, as well as a very grofs in-
fult to the Academy itfelf,

The Prefident, 11eve1*tiielefs, placed the drawings on the table

with his own hands, acknowledged that they were brought to
the Council-room by his orders, and he would probably have

proceeded to expatiate on the ments of them, when it was fug-
gefled, by a very refpetable member, that they were affembled
to ele& an Academician, and not a Profeffor of Perfpetive ; and
that, confequently, the introdution of the drawings, then be-
fore them, was a-premature, a partial, and an unjuft meafure,
which he fhould cppofe, by moving that they be immediately
removed,

\ { i .

I fhall not endeavour to defcribe the amiable ardor of Mr.
BArRRYs elc::-que.ntce, in controverting  this propofition.—He,

- who had formerly, with his fift clenched in the very face of the

Prefident,
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Prefident, threatened him with a perfonal affault when his
meafures were right, now feemed difpofed to offer the fame in-
{ult to any one who fhould dare'to oppofe them; when they were
wrong.—] have, indeed, referved a page for ‘the portrait of this
furious artift, where he fhall appear with that glowof cmlouriﬁg,
which, even his mfammatory genius has never been able to cqrﬁ-.
municate to any-canvas. ‘The motion, however, was carried,._
the drawings were of courfe removed,  and Mr. Fuseri was
eletted an Academician, by a majority of two to one.—The
Prefident then quitted the clalr with an air of indignant diffatif-
factioni, and, as it has fince appe*ued,, with a determination never
to refume 1t

- On the following day, as 1 have been credibly informed, he
fent a - letter of refignatiom to the Seccretary of the Academy,
which, from the intemperate language .of it, he was perfuaded
to withdraw . and . another, to the fame effe®, but wricten in
terms that approached fomewhat nearer to propriety and mode-
ration, was fubftituted mn-its ftead.—But il he thought proper
to let it appear that he .quitted the Pre(rdency of the Academy,
becaufe he could no longer be the tyrant of it.—Tle refolution
which he had -tzaken, he was determined :to maintain ;—the
withes of the King, that .lic. fhould recall his refignation; and
which were conveyed to him in the mn”c flattering manner, were
vefilted ;~the condefcenfion of his Sovere:gn could not heal his

wounded- pride ;—and, in @ fhort time, the name of Sir Tofhua
- . Reynolds
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Réynalda will no ].;JngEr be feen among the Academiclafis -of
Great Britam.

Having offered this fhort, but, T believe, corre@® hiftory of
the late {feceflion of Sir Jothua Reynolds from the Royal Acade-
my, | fhall proceed to confider him a little more at large, in the
ditin& chara&ers of a Gentleman, an Artift, a Critic, and a
Prefident of the Inftitution from which he has withdrawr
himfelf | | |

In reprefenting hun in tire frft of thefe charaters, I do not
mean, in the moft diftant manner, to fuggeft, that other Artifts
have not a claim to that title; but Sir Jothua Reynolds, from
fome fortunate conneions which he made in the early part of his
life,—from his eminence as a Portrait Paimnter,—the fortune he
acquired by his art,—his elegant mode of living,—his general
infm*matlmn,- with the candour in which he knows how to clothe
his ‘opinions, and the amiable manuers he can, at any time,
aflume,—as well as from his courtly difpofition to pay all due
refpect to perfons in fuperior ftation, he moft certainly contrived
to move 1n a {phere of fociety s which no other Painter was
{een to accompany hint. Here then he was only known as an
Artift of {fuperior talents, and as a man of the moft mild and
pleafing demeanocur; and they, who never faw him in any other
pofition, are juftified in fupporting the eulogiums which it has
been the fathion, among the elegant literati, both male and fe-
male, to pafs upor. him. The tricks of his pencil,—the preju-

dice
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dice of his critictfm, and his over-bearing love of power, are not

known, or at leaft believed among them; and If the voice of
| truth were to cenfure, but m a whifper, the favourite Artift, it
would be miftaken by his fathionable admirers for the tongue of
envy. Henceitis, that the amiable Mule of Mr. Jerningham has
been induced to throw away lier beauties on a fubjeé’t of which
fhe vras not corre&ly informed.—~She compares the Members of
the Royal Academy to the Children of Lear, who turned their:
aged and bounteous father out of doors ;—but the iaccuracy of
this comparifon cannot be miftaken, when it is confidered, that
the maddening King hurried from the palaces of his ungrateful
daughters, becaufe he- had given every thing #o then,—~while the
angry Prefident-withdraws from the Royal Academy, becanfe he
could not kcep every thing to Zw:g/‘f

A fketch of Sir Jc:l[hua Reynolds as an Artiﬂ muft now bc
attempted.

The opinron hie has given of RapHAEL may, with juftice, be
applied to. himfelf—=<¢ That his materials were generally bor-
““ rowed, but the noble firufture was his-own.” No one ever
appropriated the ideas of others to his own purpofe with more
{kill, than the late Prefident. He pofiefled the alchymy of paint-
ing, by cc}nverting, as 1t were, whatever he touched 1ato gold.
From a wooden print at the top of an halfpenny baMad he would
form a very beautiful pi¢ture. The works of PAarmzciaro, in
particular, have proved an exhauftlels mine to him, and afforded

Ca2 much,
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much, if not all, of that grnce, which fo eminently diﬁiﬁm% .
his female portraits. Some of the works of this Mafter, as well as
of Michacl Angelo and Polidore, he has copied, on his own can-
vas, line for line, without any thing like an attempt to hide the
plagiarifm of his pencil ; though in one of his lectures, when he
15 recommending to the {ftudents the praétice of ftealing, he offers
the example of the Lacedemonians, who never punithed theft, but
the want of fkill to conceal it.  Sir Jofhua, therefore, is deficient
in the faculty of invention ; but it 15, neverthelefs, well fupplied
by the fuperior judgment and tafte with which he makes his
{ele@ions from the works of his predecefiors in the Art.

‘ L]

The compofitions of his portraits are unqueftionablyexcellent; —
thofe of his hiftorical piftures extremely defeftive, which too
often confift of borrowed parts, not always fuited to each other.
As in his general praftice he had little or no occafion for anato-
mical'kuowledge, he never applied himielf to the acquifition of
it. When, however, {fome attention to this branch of {cience
~was neceflary to his hiftorical {ubjedts, it was his cuftom to have
recourfe to prints, from -whence he borrowed as his judgment
or fancy direCted him; and though they are both of a fuperior
caft, yet the beft poflible arrangement, upon fuch principlesy could
never produce that fout enfemble—that entir e whale—which confli-

utes the ment of a perfet compofition.
t

L3 [ |

For fimilar reafons he is equally deficient in defign If Sir

Jothua Reynolds had ftudied drawing, he might have rivalled
MICHAEL



(. 13.)

MicuaeL Angsro himfelf ;—but, as anatomical {kill is not ef-
featial to drapery, he never troubled himgelf about it.

In light and fhade, in colouring -and expreffion, the late
Prefident flands without a rival.—His lights difplay the drawing
he knows, and his fhades conceal his defefts, Whether we con-
fider the power, the brilliance, or the form of his lights ;—the
tf‘anfparency and depth of his fhadows, with the jaft quantities
of each, and the harmony, richnefs and full effet of the whole, |
I am moft willing to declare, that, in my opinion, he has not -
only far tranfcended every modern mafter, but, that his excel-
lencies, in thefe captivating Pa}ts ‘of painting, vie with the
works of the great models he has emula‘l;ed.—-—To the grandeur,
the truth, and the fimplicity of Tirran, he has united the
chaftenefs and delicacy of VANDYXE, with the daring’ f{trength
of REMBRANDT.—Delighted with the piftureique beauties of
Rusens, he was the firft that attempted a bright and gay back-
oround ; and, defying the dull and i1gnorant rules of hisfma{’cer:
he, at a very early pertod of his life, emancipated his :—.'ﬁl_ll‘t from
the fhackles with which it had been encumbered m thé {chool
of Hupso~N.—Indeed, from thﬁ time he left 1it, I have rﬁj;aﬁ::-n to
believe, that he very rarely, if ever, copied a fingle piﬂt}f& of
any mafter s—1mitate them all he certainly did; and his verfa-
tility, in this refpedt, 1s equalled only by the {ufceptibility of
his feelings, the quicknefs of his t;ompreh:enﬁon; and the ardor
- which prompted his efforts.—Ilis principal aim, however, was
" colour and effe®, which he always varied as the {ubje& re-
| | ' quired >
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quired ; and that night judgment which accompanied him m the
bufinefs of obfcuring, with fhadow, thofe parts he could net
draw, affifted him in adopting {fuch pictures for imitation, as were
congenial to the chara&ter he was about to reprefent.~~This prac-
tice is cvident in almoft every proda&ion of his pencil;—
but it fhouid, at the {fame time, be obferved, that, thc}ugﬁ
a fervile imitator of forms, he never ﬂdDPtEd more than the ge-
neral chara@cr of colour :—For forms are only to be acquired
by continual Hpra&ice,# and Sir Jothua had never taken the
trouble to acquire themi; while the power of colouring may
be obtained by the more tranquil operations of reafon and ob-
{ervation j—and it is a principle common to the art, and of courfe
kpnown to every Artift, that the mafs of colour which predomi-
nates in a picture, is; as it were, a key for every other part of it.
Hence it appears, that whatever deficiencies there may be in the
defign of this great living mafter, no Painter, of any period,
better underftood the principles of colouring ; and, that he has |

carried that branch of the art to a very high degree of per-
fetion,

But alas, while we are thus delighted with the beauties of his
pencil, we figh with the melancholy fentiment of Xerxes, tlfat,
in a few fhort years, they will be feen no more.—~My pen almoft
refufes to compofe the refle@tion, that many of his beft pi&u}es
will be faded away before the prefent rifing generation fhall be
qualified to judge of, and to be charmed by them.—Wax and
varnifh enabled him to give every thing that could be defired in

colour 3
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colour ;—but wax will reaffume its natural opacity, and the beau-
tifil tints quit their hort-lived lufire for ever. 'The Nativiry, at
Belvorr Caftle, a pi¢ture which maintains a {plendid fituation,
though furrounded .by forpe.of the beft works of the greateft
mafters ;—a picture on which Sir Jofhua declared to the noble
purchafer, that he depended for the praife of pofterity, is already
advancing to decay.,

As for his portraits=—thofe of dignified charafers have a certain
air of grandeur; and thofe of women and children poffefs a grace,
beauty, and fimplicity, which have feldom been equalled, and
never {furpaffed ; and though, fﬁmatimés, in his attempts to give
charaéter, where it did not exift, he has loft likenefs, the defic-
encies of the pnrtraif were often compeniated by the beauty

of the pilture.

*

As a critiicq—--I {peak of profeflional eniticifm—he was frequently
miftaken, and fometimes prejudiced.—His leGures rPc:-ﬁ'efs confi-
derable merit, though his prefent .c:hampioi], Mr, Barry, has
formerly treated them with a degree of contempt, that. moft of
his qwn paintings would {carcely .be thought to deferve.~His
obfervations on the old mafters are equally juft and ingenious.
Some branches of his theory are treated with judgment and abi-
lity ; neverthelefs, Sir Jothua has been known} to pufchafe copics,
inftead of originals—and to deviate, in his own pictures, from
thofc inftru@ions of his Academic chair, which were o gude

the ftudents of the prefent period.—In ftealing from former
mafters,
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maflters, he recommends concealment, and he himfelf difdains
to hide his thefts.—FHe tclls us, that, except in tudicrous fub.
jeéts, none of the perfonages of a pilture ought to be reprefented
as looking out of it :—His Nativit)r, therefore, according to this
rule, 1s aludicrous fubject, as Jofeph 1s loeking at the fpe&ator,

and pointing to the tnfant,

With refpect to living Artifts, he has ever been cautious and
circumipeét, both as to his praife or cenfure :—Like the Egyp-
tians of old, he waits till death has configned a brother panter to
the tomb, before he ventures to try his hiving merits.—1 am not
afraid to rifk the affertion that, during Mr. Wiljon's life, the Pre-
fident would not have ddred to broach the opinion concerning the
works of that eminent Artift, which, fince his death, he has
hazarded, in a lecture delivered to the ftudents of the Royal
Academy¥*,—1 fhall not hefitate to declare it to be a mean, mnfidi-
ous and fal{e attack upon the profeffional reputation of one of the
firft Land{cape-painters of this or any other couatry.—The ri-
dicule, however, which he endeavours to throw on Nr. Fi/jon,
retorts upon himfelf ;—for, f{urely, if the introdution of Pagan
divinities are heterogencous to the charafter of landfcape, the in-
ventions of Chriftian {uperftition are equally madmiffible 1n hif-
torical defign : and, if this be true, what becomes of the imp,
or demon, or ﬁend or devil, call it which you will, that Sir
]oihua has thﬂught proper to place at the bolfler of Cardinal Beau-
fort, in his very fine pifture, 11 the SHAKSPEARE GALLERY!—

"

* Sce the laft LeQture delivered by Sir Jofhua Reynolds.
" | In
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In the fame leCture he certainly beftowed, to all appearance, a
very flattering eulogium on the talents of the late Mr. Gainfborough,
but it 15 wholly confined to his merit as a Landfcape-painter, in
which-he could not rival that of the Prefident ; and was {0 art- -
tully managed as to condemn him in the charaler of a Painter of
Portraits, in which he had, for many years interfered, not only
with Sir Jofhua’s profeflional reputation, but the enioluments he
derived from it.—The friends of the late Prefident may, indeed,
wifh to have him confidered, rather as a bad critic than a bad man,
and no endeavoms of mine Thall be emplﬂyed to Influence their
choice.

As Prefident of the Royal Academy, the love of power,~—the
thirft of rule,—and a ditatonial {pirit have been evident, from
the beginning of his adminiftration to the clofe of 1t.—1 fhall not
enter on the unpleafing tafk of enumerating proofs which are in
my recolle®ion.—It is fufficient, at prefent, that Ihave made the
affertion, which they fhall be brought forward to fupport, if any
one fhall hazard a public contradiétion of it¥,

It would be fnlly in the extreme todeny, as Mr Barry hasfo often
done, at former periods, that Sir Jofthua has procured for the profef-

# They who have been honoured by an occafional inttimacy with Mr. Barry,
will not be at a lofs for examples.—The manner in which the Prefident’s condnét,
on the attempt to remove Mr. Sheldon from the Anatontical Prifefferfhip, was,
for fome time, reprefented by Mr. Barry’s eloquence, is, I believe, in the remem-
brance of many very worthy, and very aftomifhed people.

D ‘ {ors
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fors of the Arts, a confequence and a reception which they did not
poflefs, but with very few exceptions, before the period when he fieft
rofe into eminence.—It muft be acknowledged alfo, that, at the
eftablithment of the Royal Academy; he was the moft fit, if not the
only perfon, properly qualified, every circumf{tance confidered, to be
the Prefident of it : nor thall I refuie to admit, that, from his prﬂ;
feflional rank, his-large fortune, the circle of fociety in which he
moved, and the manner in which he lived, as well as the per-
fonal confequence attached to the Prefident’s chair, he naturally
and properly poflefled a certain leading influence i the Couancils
of the Royal Academy ;—an influence which, if it had been em-
ployed with moderation, would never have been oppofed; and
even exerctled as it was, with frequent partiality and injuflice,
was, in a great meafure f{ubmitted to, from the firft eftablith-

rment of the Academy to the ele€tion of Mr. Fufelr,

But I canuot aflent to the opinion of Sir Jofhua’s particular
Academical adherents, and of many refpe&table perfons, who
have only feen him m his works, or known him in private fo-
“clety, that his feceflion from the Academy will occafion the down-
fall of 1t.—Nay, 1 cannot confider the event even as a misfore
tune ;—ou the contrary, I really and firmly believe that it wil
turn out to the advantage of the Royal Infticution ; as an influ-
erice, which has predominated to the felfith purpaofes of particular
patronage, caprice; and ambitioﬁ, will be removed; and, of

courfe, the natural equality of power which belongs to' the fo-
“ . tlety



19 )

ciety at'large, be no longer fwallowed by one ﬂvcrbeariﬁg and
tyragnical individual.—In fa&, the name of Sir Jothua Reynolds
‘and that of the Royal Academy feem to have been confidered
by the generahty of the nation, as fynonimous expreflions ; as if
the latter bad been eftablithed for no otlier purpofe than to gratify
- the pride, and-elevate the name of the former; for, as the power
of the Academy was drawn to the vortex of Sir Jothua’s ambition,
the merits of its members feem to have been thrown into (hadow,
and the brilliance of the Academic piftore to have refted only on
the figure of the Prefident.

In the annuval Exliubitions people have, fomchow or other,
been habitnated to referve all their admiration for the pi¢tures of
Reynolds ; and methods have been contrived to difguft many of
thofe Artifts who wbuld have divided the public applaufe with
him :—Mr. Gainfborough, for many years before his death, had re-
fufed to exhibit any of his admirable Paintings ;—and many
others, whofe works are an honour to their art, and favoured
with the pubﬁc applaufe, have complained, without referve and
without refutation, of the ftrange negle® and pointed inatten-
tion of the Royal ‘Academy. Hence itis, that for fome years pafi,
the public Exhibitions at Somerfet-boufe have been difgraceful to
the Britifh School :—But Sir Jothua Reynolds very well knew,
that a man of the largeft human growth, ‘muft be furrounded

with pigmies to appear a Coloflus.

D2 ' It
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It is loudly vociferated, by fome of the late Prefidént’s advoe
cates, that, among other diftrefling confequences, * his with-
drawing himfelf {rom the Academy will caule it" to be no longer
regarded by the numerous great and noble charafters whom he
had enlifted among 1ts fitends.—It 15 almoft benecath me to give
an anfwer to fuch a fenfelefs opinion ; and, if it were not among
the proofs that it had .been the conftant obje&t of Sir Jothua
Reynolds to make himfelf confidered as the main fupport of the
inftitution, I fhould not have favoured it with a moment’s at-
tention.,—Indeed, I do not know, or underftand, i1 what manner
he has attached the firft people of this country to the interefts
of the Academy, unlefs he conceived, which, by the bye, is
not improbable, that every peffon who fat to him for a poz-
trait, added another name to the lift of its prote(tors.—E he
Prince of Wales is one of the number.—His Royal Highnefs
has alfo frequently honoured the ‘annual Academical dinner with
his prefence; neverthelefs, I do not find that the Academy has
derived any benefit from thefe compliments which he has conde-
fcended to pay to the Prefident of it.—The improvements and
re-improvements of Carlton-honfe, have given employment, I
believe, but to one Academician ; and the conduél of the Prince,
in chufing an Academsic Miniature-painter, though of the firfk: +
eminence, to paint a ceiling, is as injudicicus as the employ-
ing an wn-academic Archite@, of no eminence at all, to build
his palace.—Of the work of the former 1 can only exprefs my
apprehenfion, as I have never feen it ;—of the abilities of the

latter, with which every one is acquainted who pafles through
Pall-Mall,



( 21 )

Pall:Malt, T entertain an opinton in common with the reft
of mankind.—Nay, fo very mean an idea does the Prince en-
tertain of the whole ¢lafs of Britith Artifts, that ‘the decora-
tions of Carlton-houfe are configned to the arrangement and
tafte of foreigners, exprefsly invited into this country, to be em-
_ployed 1n his Royal fervice.—This circumftance I believe ig
notorious ; .and Mr. Holland himfelf ventures to complain of it.—
Several of the Bithops are alfo among the old and boafted friends
of Sir Jothua Reynolds ; neverthelefs, the gratmtous offer of the
Academic body to decorate St, Paul’s, has been pioufly e«
fufed.

-

The Academy, however, poflfefles the Royal Patronage of its
Founder, which, taken in all its confequences, is.fufficient pro-

te¢tion ;—and, as long as its members are Artifts of the firf
eminence, it will command the fuppﬂrt‘nf the nation.~—Its ho-
_nour and its _pfdfpérity are in its own p:'.:nwer, as they depend on
the talents and condué of thofe who compofe it ;—and, while
public {pirit prevails over private cabal in its regulations and
eleCtions, 1ts charalter will be maintaned, its utility advanced,
and the end of its eftablithment be fully anfwered.—Befides,—the
Prefident has quitted the chair in a manner which will not jui-
tify the fmrtial and powerful friends he 1s faid to poflefs, n
profefing any other fentiment on the occafion than that of con-
cern and compaffion.~~He has not retired from his public fitu-
ation with the dignity of a great charater, but with the petu-

lance of a hittle mind.~He feems to have a&ed with that fpirit
nf
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of ul{reﬂc&ing refentment, which aGuates the foul of an angryy
- jealous, violent and doting lover, when he gives back the portratt
of his miftre{s,whom he at once hates and adores.

But, after all, what or wherte is this vaunted patronage of the
great !-—And to whom, among the rich and titled men of this
country, are the arts invited to look up as their patrons and
protetors 11 am forry to confefs that itis not in my power to
an{wer the queﬁ:rion. Nay, it appears to me, that the BoybpELEs,
by their eftablithment of the SuakspeArE Gallery, have a better
claim to the homage of the Arts, than the aggregate body of the
nobility and gentry of Great Britain. |

-

A

In fhort, 1 cannot but think, that if the late Prefident had
pofiefled any friends of high rank, or great charater, who feel
themfelves interefted to preferve his honour, they would have
exerted their influence to have averted his prefent difgrace.—
Nor would they have left hiscaufe to the {upport, and his condu&t
to the juftification of Artifts alone; and fuch Artifts as Barry,
Opie, and Northcote.—But fo it is; and, as.thefe men are the only
avowed and clamorous phafmpions of his caufe, 1 thall beg leave
to confider how far they do honour to it,~——and what rank l;hey
are entitled to hold in Sir Jofbuas profeflion.

Barry has not an cye for colour, or he confiders it as beneath

his notice,—Not one folitary example of tolerable ~colouring has

¢

been
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been pht’()d‘ﬁf:éd by his pencii*.—His compofitions are; in generaly
as eccentric as himfelf.—But his dcﬁgn' 1s oftentimes gmaé; and
frequently poffefles foméwhat of ftyle and grandeur. He has ftu-
died the antique, and underflands it.-—Ilndeed it is the only
branch of his art for which he has any feeling ; and, when he is
engaged inrfubje&s where he cannot apply it, he finks into the
foweft rank of Artifts.—It is then that he paints fuch piftures as
the Death ‘of General %{)‘};‘ and Dr: Bm'ﬁqy {porting with the
Water- nymphs.—Yet this 15 the man who, with a degree of
arrogance which no knowledge or talents can- juflify, holds
him{elf forth as a Painter of the firft clafs, and as a writer of the

firft genius; asa man of candor and elegance, of juftice and me-
deration !

The Lettures which he delivers, as Profeffor of Painﬁng in
the Royal Academy, are blefled with all the peculiarities of his
charalter.~—Among other advantages which the ‘Academic ftu-
dents may reap from them, they are laborioufly inftruéted to
hold in contempt the works of Sir Jofhua Reynolds;—and there
is one le€ture, {o exprefsly calculated todepreciate and ridicule the
talents and genius of the late Prefident, that he has always theughf
it prudent to abfent himfelf from the Academy on the evening
of its delivery.—Yet this is the man, who is now become as vio-
lent in the praife, and a3 mean in the adulation of Sir Jothua, as
‘he had formerly been in abufing and infulting him I rejoice in

‘ i
* Jt fhould feern as if the only patches on his paliet were white, burnt umber
ang terra vert,

the
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the converfion,—but, in the cant of Methodifm, I am afraid of
his being re-converted.—Nay, it is by no means improbable,
that the man who now mourns over the Prefident’s chair, gay
be, hercafter, feen to {tamp upon his grave.

I cannot mention Meflrs. Opze and Northeore, the other compo-
nent parts of this refpeétable #70, in any other view than as mere
painters, who are taught, as I fuppofe, by their leader, to lament
the tottering ftate of the Royal Academy, and to threaten that
they will compleat the downfall of its dignity, by withdrawing
themfelves from its councils.

Opie is heavy, inelegant, and accidental in his chara&ers.—If
the blackguard, from whom he paints, happens to pofiefs a head
that hits his fancy, he imitates 1t, without any thing like difcri-
mination—His David Rizzio is a dirty. drayman ;~—-his AMary
Queen of Scofs a common barrow-woman, and her lady of ho-
nour a furious lady of the town.—Yet the execution of them is
bold and natural, as far.as relates to fimple imitation : for, to that
alone are the works of his pencil confined.—He has not a mind
to go beyond it. -

The coftive brains of Northeote, after much laborious exertion,
produce a work, perhaps of fome effeét, but without tafte, ge-
nius, or elegance.——As he pretends to defpife the rules of art—he

proceeds 1n defiance of them.—His f?t;’ﬂ*bfﬂds are thofe of affaffins
‘s - and
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and tyrants ; which is rather an unfortunate circumftance, as he
51 generally faid to paint them from bis own*,

I am difpofed to amufe myfelf with the expectation that thefe
three great Artifts will employ their united powers in pamting
the Apotheofis of the late Prefident.—The upper part of the plc-
ture, where Sir Jofhua will be borne in due’ folemnity to the
ikies, muft be configned to the fublime genius of Mr. Barry.—
‘The lower part of the canvas, offering a view of hell,. with the
Academicians who voted againft Mr. Bonomi, grinning in tors
ment, muft owe all its horrors to the damning pencils of Meflts..
Opse and Northcote ;—and, if they thould want a fiend or two to
complete the whole, they may fit to each other.—Mr. Fufeli will

rthﬁ:n;, I truft; revenge the treatment of his friends, by painting a
fcene in Meafure for Meafure, where he will reprefent the three
foregoing Pamters as inhabitants of ¢¢ the thrilling regions of thick-
ribbed sce.”’ -

Having defcribed the prefent ftate of the Roval Academy, and
confidered the condudt and charalter of the late Prefident, and

* It is faid that thefe Painters have the following pecutiar metheod of compofing
their fubjelts.—They paint 2 great voriety- of heads, on feparate pieces of paper,
which they fix on their pifture ; and they falien that which happens to fuit their
tafte, in a bole, cutin thé place it is intended to occupy.—If the account of this

~ ingentous contrivance fhould be a mifreprefentation, it pay be gatly confuted ;—
. but, if it fhould be a fact, it ought to be made known, for the advancoment and
__honour of the Art. '

1D M g
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his particular adherents—1 fhall now proceed to give a fligh?

fketch of that Artilt whom, it is generally underflood, the Aca
demicians will ele&t to {ucceed hium.

The invention of Mr. /7¢f, if I may ufe the expreflion, has no
other objett but mere compofition.—Juftnefs of charafer, fine
{fentiment, and the variety of expreffion neceffary to reprefent
the human paffions, all of which are {o effential to makea piture

interefting, are either totally neglefted, or not underftood by him.

Sir Yoftwa Reynolds contends that there is 1o fuch ~h1:hing as gen
nius ;—Mr. e, therefore, may avail him{elf of that epinion, on
the principle that we can have no occafion for a thing that does
not exift.—He 15 perfeltly fatisfied when he perceives that his
compofition 1s according to the rules of art, which no one under-
frands better than himfelf.-—If his hght makes a pleafant fhape,
and the whole has a_frelengly prefty effeél on the eye, at the firlt
coup de wily his object is attained.

In defign he 1s far {fuperior to every modern Artift;—t10 one can
draw with more accuracy from his model; but, unfortunately,
that model 1s always common nature, even for the moft exalted
{ubjeéts.—He does not attempt at ftyle, properly fo called ;—
neither does he fele&t, combme, or diverfify ;—and, fo far from
approaching, with awful ftep, the Grecian fchool, he has never
produced a fingle pi¢ure which could induce any one to imagine
that he underftood its principles,—His colourifif is crude and un-

harmonious ;
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harmonious ;~—his fhadows are black and earthy ; and his outline
hand’ end dry.—His colours, however, are always weighed out
and diftributed abwut his piture in the niceft proportions.—In
fhort, it may be faid of Mr. #¢f, as Sir Jothua Reynolds has ob-

ferved of Carlo Maratti, ¢ that he has no great defeé’cs, NOr any
f’crzkmg beauties.”

Such 1s lhis profeflional, charalter j—but the rank he holds in
the Arts,~—his ftation as an hiftorical-painter to the King, with-
the partial favour of his Sovereign, which he is known to pofiefs,

and above all, bis fuperior knowledge of defign®, ate circumftances
that render him the fitteft perfon to. fucceed to the Chair of the-

Royal Academy.~—On the general, and, as I prefume, well-
grounded belief that™he will be fhortly feated there, I fhall con-

clude thefe obfervations by {fuggefling to hun that line of condu&
which will do honour to himfelf, add dignity to his oﬁice, and

promote the profperity of the Royal Eftablifbment.

* Tt is this qualification of Mr. Weft, which, confidering the Royal Academy
as a {clicol of paiming, will enable him, both as an example and an inftrudlor, to
be a more ufeful Prefident than Sir jothua Reynolds.—The latter is alf Mind; the
formrer s all Art;—and 1t 1s Art which the {cholar is to learn, and not genius,—
Sir Jofhua difdains the rules of Art, and fnatches thofe graces whieh are beyond
the reach of them ;—the young Painter, therefore, who qauba, becaufe Sir Jofthua
has daubed, 1s like the fool who purchafed the lamp of Epictetus.—Neverthelefs,
there are too many of that defcription; and I am notafraid to affert, that the ex-
ample of the late Prefident, as an Artift, has been injurious to the Britifli School
of Painting. ’ *

. &L In
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¢ In the firtt place, Sir, you will do well to examme and
confider the condu&t of youf “predeceﬁ:;r, i1 order that you
may adopt the wife, and avoid the miftaken parts of it.—If he
thould have manifefted an inordinate love of power, you muft
adt with moderation.—If he thould have pradtifed any lLittle
clandeftine arts, you muft adopt the better mode of open-deal-
ing and fincerity.—If he thould have been, at times, led away
by unreflecting, or unbecoming partiality, you muil be fteady
in the unafluming practice of candour and of juftice,.—If he
fhould have made the Academy the ftalking-hotfe of his repu-
tation; you muft, if circumftances thould require, facrifice

your own interefts to thofe of the Academy,

“ In your private fituation, envy is undoubtedly a vice; but
in that to which ybﬁ will be fhortly elevated, it will be-
come a crime,~As an individual Artift, the raeans which
are too often employed, in this dirty world, to promote our
advantage, may Dbe pardoned in you ;—but, m a fthort time,
you will be the mouth of the Arts, and your tongue muil
not utter a whifper of mifreprefentation.—You know that
Sir Jofhua Reynolds 1s the firlt Portrait-Painter mn the
world, and that truth muft be no longer concealed from:
your Royal Mafter.——And whenever the office of Librarian to
the Academy fhall again become vacant, you muft not pro-

mife your mtereft with his :Majﬁ{’cy to two Academicians,
“¢ nor

)
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~ %¢ nor receive the {eparate acknowledgments of them both, for
«¢ thofe zealous-endeavours whiclyou had employed for neither.
¢ You muft {tudy the real intereft and profperity of the Inftitu-
“¢ tion over which you will be called to prefide,—aund maintam

¢ them both with dignity and with truth.—Thus will the

“ clofe of your life bz houourable,~—and, when you are con~

¢ figned to your tomb, the Arts will adornit.” I am old,—
and the period of my [ife is advancing faft upon me ;—Dbut, while
I live, 1t will be my conftant prayer that the arts may flourith,—
that they may add to the glory of my country:—and of the
Royal Academy, which is the nurfery of them, I fhall never

ceafe to exclaim, Esto PERPETUA !

AN OLD ARTIST.



