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PREFACE
OF THE SYNDICATE,
UNIVERSITY OF MADRAS

In 1905 Sir Frederick Nicholson recommended to the Government
of Madras that Dr. Winslow’s Dictionary of the Tamil language,
which had been published as long ago as 1862, should be brought
up to date with the help of material collected in the interval by
Dr. G. U. Pope of Oxford. The work was to be issued as a Madras
University publication, compiled by a committee appointed by the
Syndicate of the University, the Government giving financial
assistance to the extent of Rs. 10,500 spread over three years. The
proposal was supported both by the Rev. Canon Sell, D.D., and by |
Diwan Bahadur- Sir S. Subramania Aiyar, K.C.I.LE., LL.D., members
of the Syndicate, the latter observing that a standard dictionary of
the kind recommended was a decided want. It was urged upon the
Government that there was really no first class dictionary in Tamil,
Winslow’s Dictionary being out of date and defective as a Dictionary
of Language and Literature, “that there should be for so ancient and
important a language, with a classical literature of so unique a
character, a dictionary worthy of its subject,” and that scholars were
agreed that a new first class dictionary was needed. It was suggested
that the work should be on what might be called “a national basis”,
Tamil scholars in general joining in the preparation and the com-
mittee being so chosen as to represent the whole body of Tamil learning
and of Tamil literary interests in Southern India. Further, one of
the things most needed in the country was modern high class verna-
cular literature, since there was as yet almost nothing for past pupils

to read in their vernacular after leaving schiool—nothing in the way
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of interesting and informing literature either to assist their further
development or even to keep up the knowledge they had acquired; and
it was believed that the publication of a standard Tamil Dictionary
would foster the growth of such literature. Finally it was urged.
that the study and development of the language and consequently of

vernacular literature must be placed high amongst all work which has

the revivzl and development of the country as its object.

As it appeared, however, that the material in the possession of
Dr. Pope could not be properly utilised in Madras and the Clarendon
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Press, Oxford, was willing to undertake the publication on reasonable
conditions, the Government of Madras recommended the issue of the
work by the Clarendon Press under Dr. Pope’s supervision at an
expenditure of £2000 for a Sub-Editor and Assistant in addition to
Dr. Pope’s remuneration and the cost of production. The Delegates
of the Clarendon Press were ultimately unable to support Dr. Pope’s
plan for editing the Dictionary and in 1907 the proposal fell through.

Dr. Pope died in 1907 but the material collected by him was
brought to Madras. In January, 1911, the Rev. J. S. Chandler, M.A.,
D.D., proposed to the Government of Madras the publication of a
standard Tamil Lexicon based on this material. The Government
of Madras expressed sympathy with the proposal and approved of the
formation of a committee composed as follows:—one member to
be nominated by the Government, one by the Tamil Sangam (Madura),
one by the University of Madras, one by the Missionary bodies in
Ceylon, and one by the Missionary bodies of South India. It was
further suggested that the committee should employ on a salary some
capable person for full-time work on the Dictionary and that the
chairman of the committee, who would be its correspondent with
Government, and who would be in charge of the undertaking, should
be a European with a reputation as a critical scholar. The Government
expressed the hope that if this committee put forward more feasible
proposals than those of the late Dr. Pope, it would be possible for
Government to grant such assistance as would enable the committee
to carry the scheme to a successful conclusion.

The nrst members of the committee constituted as above were - —

1. The Rev. J. S. Chandler, M.A., D.D. ( Chairman)—nomi-
nated by South Indian Missionaries.
The Rev. A.C. Clayton—nominated by Ceylon Missionaries.
M.R.Ry. Rao Banadur M. Rangacharya Avl, M.A.—
nominated by the Government of Madras. | |
4. M.R.Ry. Rao 5ahib T. Ramakrishna Pillai Avl, B.A.,
F.R.H.S.—nominated by the University.

M.R.Ry. P. Pandithorai Tevar Avl.—nominated by the
Tamil Sangam, Madura.
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Definite proposals regarding the preparation and production of
the Lexicon were then made to Government. The total cost of pro-
duction was estimated at Rs. 1,00,000 to be spread over a period






