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ADVERTISEMENT.

“Turs Narrative of the Voyage of Captain
Popanilla is drawn up from a volume once in
the possession of my esteemed friend, the late
vProfgssor Dunkel, of Heidelburg, and given to
him by a Russian gentleman, who purchased it
of an Armenian at Teflis.

The manuseript is in modern Greek. I offer
this as a very free translation. In preparing it
for the English reader, T have introduced many
expressions which an English reader only can
comprehend ; and I have not hesitated, in nu-
merous instances, to substitute terms and titles:
peculiar to ourselves and our country, whenever

I thought that they would render the narrative
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more clear and simple, and were justified by
equivalent expressions in the original. T ought,
however, to confess, that all this was done, and
the whole Translation executed under the idea
that that original was of course a fiction ; but I
have since discovered, with no slight dismay,
that the learned Dunkel was of a different opi-
nion. He has left a dissertation upon the pro-
bable locality of Vraibleusia, and is inclined to
believe the Indian Isle to be the Taprobane
of the Ancients.



THE VOYAGE

OF

CAPTAIN POPANILLA.

CHAPTER 1.

THERE is an Island in the Indian Ocean, so
unfortunate as not yet to have been. visited
either by Discovery Ships or Bible Societies.
Nature, however, who, as philosophers daily
prove, often behaves in a very unnatural man-
ner, has not evinced by her conduct a due sense
of the ignorance and irreligion of this place;
but, on the contrary, has lavished on it blessings
not enjoyed by countries fa¥ more chemical and

christian.
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If I had possessed that profound historical
knowledge which is so essentially necessary to
writers of fiction, I would have commenced this
tale with a dissertation on the dynasty and doc-
trines of Buddha. If I had been gifted with
that statistical ‘head for which eur high priests
of Fancy are so justly celebrated, I might per-
haps have compensated for the uninteresting
character of my hero, by giving a minute ac-
count of the natural and artificial objects of the
countries in which he ought to be interesting.
But all this is above me. I can imitate the in-
ventors-of the present day only in one particular
—all'that 1 write is fact.

The description of my island has cost me six
months of | constant ' composition, and each ‘day
it ‘has grown more misty. I have consulted
public libraries, and' T have exhausted_pl‘ivate‘
collections. - I have: authorities for every circum-
stance, and 'every ‘creature; my geography is
most chorographically - correct, my botany most

generically minute; my mineralogy indisputable,
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my geology undisputed ; not less profound, and
not less accurate, are my zoology, my ornitho-
logy, and my icthyology. Yet, with all my
longitudes; and latitudes ; all my shrubs, and
trees, and flowers, and forests; all my precious
stones, and all my primitive formations ; all my
beasts, and all my birds, and all my fishes; my
Indian: Isle is about as intelligible as a man
who has accepted office without his party.

Our mnational phrase maintains, that it is
easier to imagine than to describe. "The anti-
quity of this axiom, like the antiquity of many
other things, must be, with all candid and dis-
cerning minds, indisputable evidence | of  its
truth;; otherwise, were one to judge from our
modern romances, one might be tempted. to sus-
pect that this aphorism should ‘be  reversed.
This, as it may be; my Island must be left. to
the fancy ofumy readers. « It is a place where all
those ‘things are constantly found which, men
most desire to see, and with the sight of which
they - are ' seldom’ “favoured. '~ It abounds-in

B 2
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flowers, and fruit, and sunshine.  Lofty moun-

covered ‘with ‘green and mighty forests,
t where the red rocks: catch the fierce
beams' of the blazing sun, 'bowery valleys,

broad lakes, gigantic trees and gushing rivers
gorges, are crowned with

tains,

excep!

bursting from rocky

a purple ‘and ‘ever cloudless sky. Summer, in

its ‘most ‘unctuous state and most mellow ma-
jestys'is heré perpetual. So intense and over-
powering, in - the daytime, is the rich union of
heat and'perfume, that living animal or creature
is never visible ; and were y;ou and I to pluck,
before sunset, the huge fruit from yonder. teem-
ing tree, we might fancy ourselves for the mo-
mient the future siners of another Eden.. Yet
a solitude it is'not.

The Island is surrounded by a calm and blue
lagoon, formed by a'ridge of coral rocks, which
bréak ‘the swell of the ocean, and: prevent. the
‘noxious spray from banishing. the rich shrubs
which'grow even' o/ the water’s ‘edge. - Itisa

‘few 'minutes ‘before sunset;:'that the first inti-
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mation of animal existence in this seeming soli-
tude'is given, by the appearance of - mermaids ;
who, floating on ' the rosy sea, congregate
about these rocks. They sound a loud but
melodious chorus from*their sea-shells, and 2
faint and distant chorus soon answers from the
Island. The mermaidens immediately repeat
their salutations, and are greeted with a nearer
and a louder answer. As the red and rayless
sun drops into the glowing waters, the choruses
simultaneously join; and  rushing:from : the
woods, and down the mountain steeps tothe
nearest shore, crowds of human beings, at the
same moment, appear and collect.

The inhabitants of this island, in form and
face, do not misbecome the clime and. the coun-
try. With the vivacity of a Faun, the men
combine the strength of ~a Hercules, and the
beauty of an Adonis; and, as their more inte-
resting companions flash upon his presence, the
least classical of poets might. be excused for

imagining, that, like their blessed Goddess, the
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women had ‘magically sprung from the brilliant
foam of that ocean, which is gradually subsiding
before them.

But Sunset in this land is not the signal
merely for' the eviderte ‘of human' existence.
At the moment that the Islanders, crowned with
flowers, and waving goblets and garl':mds, burst
from their retreats, upon 'each mountain peak
a lion starts forward, stretches his proud tail,
and, bellowing' to the sun, scours back exulting
to ' his' forest—immense 'bodies, ‘which before
would have been mistaken for the trunks of
trees, now move into life ; and serpents, untwi-
ning their green and glittering folds; and slowly
bending their crested heads around, seem proud-
ly conscious ‘of a 'voluptuous' existence—troops
of monkeysleap from tree to tree—panthers start
forward, and “alarmed, not alarming, instantly
vanish—4a" herd of ‘milk-white' e.lephants tram-
ples over' the ‘back-ground of ‘the scene; ‘and
instead of gloomy owls ‘and noxious beetles; to

hail the long enduring ‘twilight, from the bell of
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every opening flower, beautiful birds, radiant
with every rainbow tint, rush with a long and
living melody into the cool air.

The twilight in this Island is not that tran-
sient moment of unearthly bliss, which, in our
less (favoured regions, always leaves us . so
thoughtful and so sad ; on the contrary, it lasts
many hours, and consequently the Islanders are
neither moody nor sorrowful.. As they sleep
during the day, four or five hours of « tipsy
dance and revelry” are exercise, and not fatigue.
At length, even in this delightful region, the rosy
tint fades into purple, and the purple into blue—
the white moon gleams, and at length glitters,—
and the invisible stars fixst creep into light, and
then blaze into radiancy. ' But no hateful dews
discolour their loveliness ; and so clear is the air,
that instead of the false appearance of a studded
vault, the celestial bodies may be seen floating
in @ther, at various distances and of various tints.
Ere the showery fire-flies have. ceased to shine,

and the blue lights to play about the tremulous
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horizon—amidst the voices of a thousand birds,
the dancers solace themselves with the rarest
fruits, the most delicate fish, and the most deli-
cious wines : but flesh they love not. They are
an innocent and a happy, though a voluptuous
andignorant race. They have no manufactures,
no commerce, no agriculture, and no printing-
presses : but for their slight clothing. they wear
the bright skins of serpents—for corn, Nature
gives them the bread-fruit—and for intellectual
amusement, they have a pregnant fancy and a
ready wit—tell inexhaustible stories, and always
laugh at each other’s jokes. A natural instinct
gave them the art of making wine; and it was
the same benevolent Nature that blessed them
also with a knowledge of the art of making lave.
But time flies even here. Fhe lovely compa-
nions have danced, and sung, and banqueted,
and laughed—what further bliss remains for
man ? They rise, and in pairs wander about
the Island, and then to their bowers : their life"
ends with the Night they love so well; and ere
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Day, the everlasting conqueror, wave his flam-
ing standard in the luminous East, solitude
and silence will again reign in the IsLE or

FANTAISIE
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CHAPTER IIL

Tae last and loudest chorus had died away,
and the Tslanders'were pouring forth' their 1i-
bation to their great enemy' the ‘Sun, when
suddenly a vast obscurity spread ‘over the glow-
ing West: © They looked ‘at each other, and
turned pale, and ‘the wine from  their trembling
goblets fell useless on' the shore.  The women
were too frightened to scream, and, for the
first time in the Isle of Fantaisie, silence ex-
isted - after - sunset. 'They were encouraged
when ‘they observed that' the darkness ceased
at that point in'the heavens which overlooked
their coral rocks; and perceiving that: their

hitherto 'unsullied  sky ' was pure, even at this
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moment of otherwise universal gloom, the men
regained their colour, touched the goblets with
their lips, farther to reanimate themselves; and
the women, now less discomposed, uttered loud
shrieks.

Suddenly the wind roared with unaccustomed
rage, the sea rose into large billows, and a ship
was seen tossing in the offing. The Tslanders,
whose experience of navigation extended ' only
to a slight paddling in their lagoon, in. the
half of .a ‘hollow trunk of. a. tree, for the pur-
pose of fishing, mistook the tight little frigate
for a great fish ; and being-now aware of the
cause of this disturbance, and ‘at the same time
feeling confident. that the monster could never
make way through the shallow waters to the
Island, they perfectly recovered their: courage ;
and gazed upon the labouring leviathan with
the same interested monchalance, with which
students at a modern: lecture observe an ex-
pounding philosopher.

¢ What a shadow he easts over the:sky!”
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said the King, a young and rather effemnate
man, whose divine right:was never questioned
by his female subjects. What a commotion
in the waters, and what a wind he snorts forth !
It certainly must: be the largest fish that ex-
ists.© T remember my father telling me that a
monstrous fish once got entangled among our
rocks, and this part of the Tsland ‘really smelt
for a month ; T cannot-help fancying that there
is a rather odd smell now—pah !”

A favourite Queen flew to the suffering
monargh; and pressing her aromatic lips upon
his offerided nostrils, his Majesty recovered.
" The unhappy crew of the frigate, whoyswith
the ‘aid of their telescopes, had' detected the
crowds upon the shore, now fired their signal
guns-of distress, which' came sullenly booming
through the wind,

Oh ! the great fish is speaking I” was the
universal ‘exclamation.

‘How very unenlightened !! ‘T'he Fantaisians,

however, are‘ not ‘the first tace who have mis-
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takem a frigate for a fish; mor would they
perhaps have failed in their inquiry, had they
sought after a precedent for burning those pig-
headed people, who maintain that an inanimate
substance is not a living body:

1 begin to get frightened,” said the fa-
vourite Queen. - ¢“I am sure the menster is
coming here !” - /So saying; her Majesty grasp-
ed up a handful of ‘pearls from the shore, to
defend herself.

As screaming was' now the fashion, all ‘the
women: of course screamed ; and animaged by
the example of their sovereigny and ‘armed with
the marine gems, the Amazons assumed al very
imposing attitude. - But. the unusual exertion
was too much for their nerves; and, in a few
minutes, they flew to the aims of the men-for
safety and consolation.

There is mot; perhaps, a sublimer, sight in
the world, than an island with a'free constitu-
tion, under the fear of Invasion. - Se anuch

public spirit! and so many public contracts!
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Pity that a contrary wind should so often pre-
vent the first being put to the test, and the
second being put to an end! However; al-
though the wind may blow north-east, no doubt
the' spectacle is a very magnificent one, and
s¢ quite refreshing,”* to every true lover of
liberty, civil and religious—particularly if he
bea builder of Martello towers.: At the pre-
sent crisis; when Fantaisie expected every man
to do his duty, it is a gratifying and a proud
task for the historianyto record that every man
did it:  How often, and in what manner each
man  distinguished himself, it would be tedious
here to relate. All that'I can say is, that the
ladies were quite satisfied,—and in the Isle of

Fantaisie, their approbation was of course a

* National pi'n-ase—unknown to Johnson, Flume, Gib-
bon, or any of the superseded writers; but, on the other
hand, a great favourite with the periodical literature of
Great Britain,—a literature, I may: be excused for ob~
serying, the omniscience of which is demonstrated by
the simple fact, that those who study it, never feel
themselves under the necessity of studying any other.
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much greater reward, than a collar or: a cross.
Even the very children were not inactive. The
Crown Prince, a very energetic youth,—who,
having occasionally caught a few gold and sil-
ver fish in the surrounding waters, was duly
qualified for the office of Lord High Admiral
—maintained his reputation for courage in an
emment degree; and when the stoutest seem-
ed exhausted, continued his exertions with an
ardour, which, had there been a Gazette in the
Island, must certainly have been noticed.

Just at the moment that they had worked
up their enthusiasm to the highest pitch, and
were actually desirous of dying for their coun-
try—the ship sunk; but with such a crash
of thunder, and such a flash of lightning, that
the whole of the patriotic Fantaisians—King,
Queen, Crown Prince, and all—sunk upon
their knees, and frightened, for the first time
in their life, immediately declared  Thunder
and Lightning to be the established Religion
of the Country.
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CHAPTER IIIL.

I7 is the flush of noon; and, strange to say,
a human figure is seen wandering on the shore
of the Isle of TFantaisie.

“ One of the crew of the wrecked frigate of
course ? 'What an escape! Fortunate creature !
interesting man! ' Probably the indefatigable
Captain- Parry,—possibly the undaunted Cap-
tain Franklin,—perhaps the adventurous Cap-
tain Lyon !”

No! sweet blue-eyed girl ! [hy plots are not
of that extremely guessable nature, so admired
by your adorable sex.  Indeed, this book is so
construeted; that if you were even, according

to custom, to commence its perusal by reading
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the last page, you would not gain the slightest
assistance in finding out ¢ how the story ends.”

The wanderer belongs to no frigate-building
nation. He is a true Fantaisian ; who having,
in his fright, during yesterday’s storm, lost the
lock of hair which, in a moment of glorious
favour, he had ravished from his fair mistress’s
i)row, is now, after a night of sleepless agony,
tracing every remembered haunt of yesterday,
with the fond hope of regaining his most pre-
cious treasure. Ye Gentlemen of England who
live at home at ease, know full well the anxiety
and . exertion, the days of management,-and
the nights of meditation, which. the rape of.a
lock requires, and you can consequently sympa-
thize with the agitated feelings of the handsome
and the hapless Popanilla.

The favourite of all the women, the envy of
all the men, &c. &e. &c.—you know. the rest,—
Popanilla_ passed : an .extremely’ pleasant. life:
No one was a better judge of wine—no one bad

a_better taste for fruit—no one danced with
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more  elegant vivacity—and no one whispered
compliments in a more meaning tone.  His
stories ever had a point — his repartees were
never ill-natured. What a pity that such an
amiable fellow should have got into such a
scrape !

In spite of his gricf, however, Popanilla soon
found that the ardency of his passion rather
evaporated under a smoking sun; and utterly
exhausted, he was about to return home from
his fruitless search, when his attention was at-
tracted by a singular appearance. He observed
before him, on the shore, a square, and hitherto
unseen form. He watched it for. some minutes,
but it was, perfectly motionless. . He 'drew
nearer, and observed it with intense attention :
but if it were a being, it certainly was fast
asleep.  He approached close toits side, but it
neither moved nor breathed, He applied his
nose to the mysterious body, and :the elegant
Fantaisian drew back immediately from a most

villainous smell of pitch,. Not to excite too
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much; in this calm age, the reader’s curiosity,
let him know at once, that this strange sub-
stance was a sea-chest. Upon if was marked,
in large black letters, S. D. K. No. L.

For the first time in his life, Popanilla ex-
perienced a feeling of overwhelming curiosity.
His fatigue, his loss, ‘the scorching hour, and
the possible danger, were all forgotten, in an in-
definite feeling that the body possessed con-
tents more interesting than its unpromising ex-
terior, and in a resolute determination that the
development of the mystery should be reserved
only for himself. ;

Although he felt assured that he must be
tinseen, he could not refrain from throwing a
rapid glance of ‘anxiety ‘around him. It ‘was
a moment of perfect stillness:" the Tsland 'slept
in sunshine, and even the waves had ceased to
break over the opposing rocks. A" thousand
strange and singular thoughts ruslied into his
mind, but his first purpose was ever qpp‘er-

most; and at lenigth, unfolding his girdle of
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skin, lie ‘tied the tough  cincture round the
chest, and exerting all his powers, dragged his
mysterious waif into the nearest wood.

We should ‘pursue an inquiry of great iin-
terest, if we were here to pause; and attempt to
ascertain’ what would have been the' probable
conduct ' of Popanilla, ‘and the moral effects
upon the social action of the Island of Fan-
taisie, if the top of the sea-chest had not fallen
off by the ageney of its own volition; but:as
I am confidentially apprised that this inquiry
will form the subject of 'discussion at the next
meeting of the Union Debating: Society, it
would be scarcely fair to- anticipate the infer-
ences' of that ingenious body  of ingenuous
youth. - The: top, however, did fall off; and
really revealed the neatest: collection of little
packages that ever pleased the eye of the ad-
mirer of spruce arrangement.: - Popanilla- took
up: packets: upon ‘all possible subjects  smel
them, but ' they- were: not savory; he was

sorely: puzzled. - Atlast, he lighted on a slen-
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der volume bound in brown calf, which, with
the confined but sensual notions of a savage,
he mistook for gingerbread, at least. It was
¢ The Universal Linguist, by Mr. Hamilton,
or the Art of Dreaming in Languages.” Il
lustrious Hamilton ! hadst thou been the Clerk
of the Works during the blasphemy of Belus,
Babel might have been built !

- No sooner had Popanilla passed that well-
formed nose, which had been so often admired
by the lady whose lock of hair he had unfor-
tunately lost, a few times over a few pages
of the Hamiltonian System, than  he sunk-
upon his bed of flowers ; and in spite of his
curiosity, was instantly overcome by a profound
slumber.. But his slumber, though' deep, was
not peaceful, and he was the actor in an agi-
tating drama.

He found himself alone in a gay and glori-
ous garden.- In the centre of it grew a pome-
granate tree of prodigious size; its top was
lost in the sky, and its inmumerable branches
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sprang out in all directions, covered with large
fruit of a rich golden hue. +The most beauti-
ful birds were perched upon all parts of the
tree, and chanted with perpetual melody  the
beauties: of their bower. ‘Tempted by the de:
licidus: sight; Popanilla stretched” forward his
ready hand to’ pluck; but no sooner had 'he
grasped the fruit, than the music immediately
ceased—the birds rushed away—the sky dark-
ened—the tree fell under the wind—the garden
vanished, and' Popanilla found himself in  the
midst of a raging sea, buffeting the waves.

He would certainly have been drowned, had
he not been immediately swallowed up by the
huge monster, which had not only been the oc-
casion 'of ‘the storm’ of yesterday, but,—ah!
most unhappy business I—been the occasion also
of"his losing that lock of hair.

“‘Ere he could congratulate himself on his
escape,  he found fresh catise for anxiety, for
he 'perceived that he was no longer alone. No

friends were near him 3 ‘but, on'the contrary, he
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was: surrounded by strangers of a far different
aspect. . They were men certainly—that is to
say; they had legs and arms; and heads, and
bodies -as. himself—but instead of ‘that bloom
of youth, that regularity of feature, that amia-
ble jeyousness of countenance, which he had-
ever been accustomed to meet and to loye in his
former companions, he recoiled in horror from
the swarthy complexions, the sad visages, and
the haggard features of his present ones. They
spoke: to him in a harsh and guttural accent.
He would have fled from their advances, but
then,—he was in. the belly of a whale! No
escape! It was like meeting a creditor in a
cul-de-sac, and he was obliged to speak. When
he had, become a little used to their tones, he
was gratified by finding that their attentions
were far from hostile; and after having re-
ceived. from them a few compliments, he began
to think that they were not quite so ugly. He
discovered that. the object of their inquiries

was. the fatal pomegranate which still remained
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in his hand. They admired. its beauty, and
told him that they greatly esteemed an indivi.
dual who possessed such a-mass of precious
ore. Popanilla begged to undeceive them, and
courteously presented the fruit. No sooner,
however, had he parted with this apple of
discord, than the countenances of his compani-
ons chan‘ged. Immediately discovering, its real
nature, they loudly accused Popanilla of having
deceived them ; he remonstrated, and they re-
criminated ; and the great fish, irritated by their
clamour, lashed its buge tail, and with one
efficacious vomit, spouted the innocent Popa-
nilla high in the air. He fell with such a dash
into the waves, that he was awakened by the
sound of his own fall.

The dreamer awoke amidst real chattering,
and scuffling, and clamour.. A troop of green
monkeys had been aroused by his unusual oc-
cupation, and had taken the opportunity of
his slumber to become acquainted with some of

the first principles of science.. What progress
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they had made it is difficult to ascertain; be-
cause, each one throwing a tract at Popanilla’s
head, they immediately disappeared. Tt is said,
however, that some monkeys have been since
seen skipping about the Island, with their tails
cut offy and that they have cven succeeded
in - passing themselves off for human beings
among those people who do not read novels,
and are consequently unacquainted with man-
kind.

The morning’s adventure immediately rushed
into Popanilla’s mind, and he proceeded forth-
with to examine the contents of his chest; but
with advantages which had not been yet en-
joyed by those who had previously pé"e'ped
into it. The monkeys had not been composed
to sleep by the ‘“Universal Linguist” of Mr.
Hamilton.  As for Popanilla, he took up a trea-
tise on hydrostatics, and read it straight through
on the spot. For the rest of the day he was
hydrostatically mad; nor could the commonest
incident connected with the action or convey-

c
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ance of water take place, without his; speculat-
ing on its cause and consequence..

So. enraptured was Popanilla; with his new
accomplishments and  acquirements, that by de-
grees he avoided attendance on the usual even-
ing assemblages, and devoted himself solely to
the acquirement of useful knowledge. After
a short time his absence was remarked ; but the
greatest and the most gifted has only to leave
his coterie, called the world, for a few days, to
be fully convinced of what very slight import-
ance he really is. And so Popanilla, the de-
light of society, and the especial favourite of
the women, was, in a very short time, not even
inquired after. At first, of course, they sup-
posed that he was in love, or that he had a
slight cold, or that he was writing his me-

moirs;* and as these suppositions, in due course,

* The only argument against this supposition was the
fact of Popanilla not being a very obscure personage.
It is said that the  Life and Times of the Green Mon-
key who cut off his tail,” will speedily appear.
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take their place in'the annals of society as cir-
cumstantial histories, in about a week, one
knew the lady; another had heard him' sneeze,
and a third had seen the manuscript. ' At the end
of another week, Popanilla was utterly forgotten.

c?2
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CHAPRTER, IV.i:.ivn

Stx months had elapsed since the first chest
of the cargo . of Useful Knowledge;  destined
for the fortunate Maldiyes, had been digested
by, the reeluse ~Popanillas for.-a- recluse  he
had now become. Great students are.rather
dull, companions. . Qur Fantaisian friend; du-
ring: his first studies, was. as- moody, i absent,
and. querulous, as.are. most men o,fvge_nius

+ during . that, mystical: period, of -life. . He was

consequently. avoided by, the men; and ! quizzed
by the womens, and, consoled. himself -forthe

s.meglect: of  the first;.and the taunts of . the, se-
sicond, by theidndefinite sensation that he should,

.-some; day cor: other; turn; out ;tha little being,
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called a great man. As for his mistress, she

considered herself insulted by being addressed
by a man who had lost her lock of hair. When
the chest was exhausted, Popanilla was seized
with a profound melancholy. Nothing  de-
presses a man’s spirits more completely than
a self-conviction of self-conceit ; and Popa-
nilla, who had been accustomed to consider
himself' and ' his' companions as the most cle-
gant portion’ of ‘the visible' creation; mow' dis-
covered, ‘with ‘dismay, that he'and his fellow
Islanders were nothing ‘more ‘than'a horde’ of
useless savages: :

This' mortification, however, was soon 'stic-
ceeded by ‘@’ proud consciousness, that he; at
any- rate, ‘was now civilized ; ‘and" that proud
consciousness, by a fond hope, that 'in"a ‘short
time | he ' might' become. a civilizer:* Lik&all
projectors;he was‘not” of ‘' sanguine tempera-
ment ; ‘but he' did ‘trust,that in'the course
of ‘another 'season; the Isle of ‘Fantaisie might

take ‘its 'station’'among 'the ‘nations.” " He ‘was
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determmed however, not to'be ‘too rapid. It
canmot be expected that ‘ancient ‘prejudices can;
in’a ‘moment, be eradicated, ‘and‘‘new ‘modes
of ‘conduct instantaneously stibstituted and es-
tablished. Popanilla; like a wise“man, deter-
mined ‘to ¢onciliate. © His views were to be ‘as
liberal, ‘@&’ his’ ‘principles ' were '‘enlightened.
Men should 'be’ forced’ to' do’ nothing."* Bi-
gotry, ‘and “intolerance, and “persecution, were
the objects of his' most decided ' disapprobation ;
resembling, ‘in’ this ‘particular; all*“the” great
and good ‘men” who ‘have ever existed; ' who
Have' ‘invariably’ maintained " this* opinion, as
long as'they Have been'in the minority.

Popanilla‘appeared once more in'the world.

i« Dgar me'! s that you; Pop?” exclaimed
the Tadies: " "““What have Jou been'doing with
yourself allthis time " Travelling, I suppose.
Every one travels now. Really you'travelled
men' gét Guite boresi®: Anid shete: did’ you get
‘that ‘coat-Lif ¥t e accoatPoinl ol

Such was' the‘stylelinowhich ‘the Fantaisian



CAPTAIN POPANILLA. 31

females: saluted the long  absent Popanilla:
and really, when a man shuts himself up from
the world for a (;onsidera;ble time, and fancies
that in condescending to re-enter it, he has
surely, the. right to expect the homage due to
a superior -being—if' not a coronation, at: least
a: compliment—why  these - salutations are_to
characterise. them as; gently as possible, auk-
ward. The ladies of England have been long
libelled as ¢ gauches,” yet they peculiarly excel
in this species of annihilation ; and while they
continue. to drown puppies, as they daily do,
in a sea of sareasm, I think no true English-
man will hesitate one moment in: giving  them
the  preference for tact and manner;: over all
the, vivacious French, all - the :self-possessing
Italian, and all the tolerant German womep.
This is.a: clap-trap, and I have, mo:doubt. will
sell the book. . i1 a e

Popanilla, however; had.not re-entered so-
ciety with the intention .of subsiding;into a
nonentity; and he therefore took : the, opportu-
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nity; a few; minutes after; sunset, just as his com-
panionswere ;falling into,the.dance;;to beg the
favoiir, ofbeing -allowed: to ad;d;re,ss .hi§; Soyereign

—only:.forone single moment. ,

€ Sire !”, said, hey, in.that mlld _tone, of 5ub-
dued; ;superciliousness wn;h,: whlch ‘.‘V‘,’:Shoq}.ffl
always iaddress: kings, ;and pwhich, syhile. it. yin-
dicates-our.dignity, so satisfactorily, proves that
we are above.the vulgar  passion.of enyy—
< Sire ’—but; let us net encourage. thatfatal
faculty. of oratory so;dangerous. to free:states,
and. therefore let, us give pnly the $¢ subgtgucp of
Popanilla’s, speech.”’* ; He;commenced chis ad-
dress in .a manner somewhat resembling. the
initial, obseryations of:those pleasing: pémphlgts.
which are the fashion of  the present hour; and
\yhich, being._intended. to. djﬂqse igfd;j_matiop
among  those who_have élot_‘gpjoyed t_hé ;)p-

* Substance of tz"épeeéh_\,‘iri Pﬁliilineﬁfary langvjag;e,
means a printed edition of an hamngue which contains
all ‘that was uttered in' the House, and about as much
again.
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portunityand advantages of 'study, and are
tonsequently of ‘a’gay and ‘cheerful ‘disposition,
treat” of light subjects’in a light' and polished
style. Popanilla, therefore, spoke’ of m.an ina
savage’ state, ‘the origin' of 'society, and the
elements “of 'the’ social compact, in' sentences
which would 6t Have disgraced the mellifluous
pén of Bentham."* From' these, he naturally di-
gressed into an agreeable disquisition on the
Anglo-Saxons 3 'and  after a little badinage on
the Bill of Rights, flew off to an airy apergiiof
the French Revolution.. 'When he had arrived
at the Isle of Fantaisie, he begged to inform his
Majesty, that man was born for something " else
besides enjoying himself. It was, doubtless,
extremely pleasant to dance and sing, to crown
themselves with chaplets, and to drink wine';
but he was ““ free to confess,”* that he did not

ima.gine, that the most barefaced hireling of cor-

* This is a hceml tranalatxon of the ongmal, and I
own not English. It is evidently an idiom of the Island—
a pure Fantastic phrase.

co
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ruption “could ‘fora moment ‘presume’to’ main-
tain “that there was any utility in pleasare!*If
there ‘were'nlo utility in-pleasure; it''was quite
clear” that pleasure cotild profit' no one: “If,
thierefore; it were unprofitable} it was injurious ;
because that which does'not’ produce’ a ‘profit; is
equivaleri’c to''a/ loss—therefore; ‘pleasure’ is‘a
losing busitess'; “consequently;! pleasure is not
pleasant.

“He' also showed that mani‘was not:born for
‘himself, but: for soeietyi; i that the interests of
the body are alone to' be:considered;and mot
those" of ' the” individual's*and 'that @ nation
might/be extremely happy, ‘extremely powerful,
and' extremely. rich, “although”every individual
member of it/might atthe'same time be' miser-
able; “dependent, and ‘in'debt. *He regretted
to observe; that'no one in'the Island seemed’ in
the: slightest degreeconscious! of ‘the object: of
his being:i* Man iscreatedfor'a purpose ; the
objectriof his existence 1is < to perfect - himself.

Man“is imperfect ‘by nature, because if . nature
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had made, him, perfect. he swould have had.no
ywants 3 .and it is enly by supplying his: wants,
that utility. can beideveloped.. The develope-
ment, of utility is therefore. the object: of . our
being, and the attainment of this great end.the
cause; of our existence. This principle clears
:all; doubts, and rationally accounts for:a, state
+of existence  which has puzzled many pseudo
philosophers.

/' Popanilla -then .went . on . to show! that: the
hitherto received definitions of man were all
erroneous ; that man is neither a walking ani-
mal, nor a talking animal, nor.a cooking animal,
nor a lounging animal, nor a. debt-incurring
animal, nor a tax-paying animal, nor.a printing
animal, nor a puffing animal; but: a developing
animal.- Developement s the 'discovery of
utility. - By developing the water, we:getfish ;
by developing the earth, we get corn;and. cash,
and. cottons; by developing the air; .we -get
breath ; by developing the fire, we get heat.
Thus, the use of the elements is demonstrated
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to the meanest; capacityi.. Butsit:wasmot merely
.a-material _de,Velopement-.tb,!which‘he alluded-—
a-moral developenent was équally,indispensable,
He showed: that, it was impossible for a nation
e_i:i;hex‘ to:think tob rmuchs; or:tte doi,teo, much:
Thelife of -man-{was; . therefore -to,:be:passed;
insarsmoralyand material ; developementy: until
liesshad consuinmated his ‘perfection: = It was
the opinion of! Popani].hx that this;;gredt. result;
wag/hyino means: so nearat:hand:as some phi|
losophers flattered themselyesiyandthat itmight
possibly ; require sanother half-century i befare:
even the:-most icivilized nation conld; beisaid. to
haveicompleted: the: destiny of: the:hwman;races:
At the same time; hé. dntimated sthat,there:
wexe . variousi:extraordinary. meanshy iwhich
this rather-desirable result might: be facilitated::
and “there was noisaying whatsthe' building ofai
new: Universityemight doy of iwhich;! when builty
he had mo‘objection:to berappointed Prineipaliis:
- In@nswer toithoseswho :affectito: admirer:that:
deficient ‘system of rexistences whichy ithey istyle






