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uport fashion’s staff.  Order and discipline is instantly the word, whole corps of
follies’ light troops dress tothe right and left, the volunteers of ceremony and
etiquette mavch and halt at the word of command; husbands are dragooned-out
of their wives ; invaded families fist capitulate and at length surrender at discre~
tion; manners are:in a state of siege, and fashion is laid under maztial law.

I shall hardly be suspeéted .of the slightest inclination: to overleap that proper-
and honourable barrier which it has been the sworn purpose and indefatigable bu-
siness of the disaffeCted ta break down.  Suberdination is the cement of society ;
and: he who would pervert its operation or sophisticate its intention is the enemy
and ought to be the out cast of his country. In all we have known and read of
good old English hospitality, its complacency was neble, and its” condescension
dignified ; and, though mirth was permitted to excess, it never approached to
disrespett, much less to familiarity. The superior stooped to be elevated, and
the inferior approached to retive with admiration, and thus the benefits were
equally enjoyed by the giver and the receiver ; the compaét was mutual : The
Lord considering the peasantry as his children, and the peasant teaching his chll—
dren fo lisp the name of their benefatior.

My complaint is that in the country, where one should naturally think univer-
sal communication and intelligence must be particularly desirable, there is so much
difficulty in settling place and precedency, that, so farfrom enjoying the com-
forts of society, every thing sociable is precluded. Satisfaétion waits upon cere-
mony and pleasure is filtered through the medium of rules and orders. The com-
munity is divided into classes; those who drive four horses must not know those
wha drive only a pair ; a chariot must not condescend to visit a gig or a whisky 5
Persons of birth and fortune though ever so poor are: above professional men
though ever so rich ; Professional men to ke;ep up the comedy, look down upon
tradesmen ; who, to make the entertainment complete by adding a farce, split
again into parties and sour the relish of thelr proper enjoyments by rancourand
animosity ; -and thus, by pulling different ways, they become what the wheels of
4 machine would be that, instead of revolving in. appropriate direétions and by
general consent, would not enly run counter to the order in which alone they
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sneered at the upstart ‘consequence of Miss. Bumern, the inn keeper's daughter,
and Wondered that she should have the vnpudence to prescribe rules of good
breeding to her. i

A second division was the consequence and a third party formed, which out of
derision was-stigmatized with the title of the checked apron assembly. This ca-
price destyoyed ‘every expe€lation of enjoyment among them. These meetings
were ill attended and . produced nothmo but envy, bickering, and discord, and,
were a sample of ratfonal manners to have been taken from their conduct it would
give an idea that human beings were created to regard their own peace of mind
only in proportion as they could undermine and destroy that of others. This
kind of contemptible absurdity had obtained to such a ridiculous degree in one
town that the persons of distintion had the grace to see their own folly. Tt was
however at the instance of a lady, then a countess, but since a dutchess, who with
a complacency and condescension truly noble headed the assembly and dispensed
her favours with so equal a hand that nothing was universally felt but an emula-
tion not to assume false consequence, but to imitate true greatness.

There is one most intolerable folly which operates, to the destruction of real
comfort in the country, and this is an idea that men of superior abilities are only
born for the mere accommodation of those who are ridiculously considered as their
superiors, as if birth and hereditary fortune were not infinitely beneath talents
and genius ; but this will infallibly be ti.le case as long as true merit shall be al-
lied to modesty and ignoranee to arrogance. See with what coldness and con-
tempt the inferior orders of the clergy are treated by those on whom it is incum-
bent to glow with gratitude and respett for the advantage they have received from
such lessons of instruction as are not only the best clue to the discharge of their
own duty but the safeguard and insurance of the duty of'their dependants. A
gentleman’s butler is permitted to consider himself superior to a country curate,
who, poor man, may at his own elettion undergo every dlstxcssmg humiliation
or starve w1th his family.

As to poets, painters and others, they may by way of courtesy get an invita-
tion to a second table and be called in occasionally to amuse the conipany, hke a
V or. IL. ~ B
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fidlerat a counm dance ; but'as to cherishing, feeling or acknowledging a dis-
tin€tion of abilities abm e their own it would be considered as the height of im-
pertinence were any one to suggest that any such Tat exists. I like Swirr' for
vothing so much as considering it the most ineffable debasement in men of for-
tine and wordly distin€tion ‘to fancy fora single moment that rank is not dignified
by a communication with those whose merit can adorn any situation,” but to which
the most exalted state can never give creation, A person being asked why men

of genius are @ftener seen at the doors of the nr‘h than the rich at the doors of
men of genius, aptly answered, thatit was because men of penfus aksays feel the
necessity of riches, but that the rich seldom feel the value of genius.

I agree that it is not possible, nor indeed would it be proper, in, any way for
the high and low to meet familiatly in private. Fortune has setup a barrier which
naturally precludes any such communication but this is no reason why the lower
classes should b?considered as bn{tes, wretches, and the canaille, and it is parti-
cularly unjust when those epithets are applied, asIknow they sometimes have been
only an hour after some mean and paltry excuse has been made for not discharging
debts with which tradesmens books are loaded to the great detriment of their cir-
“cumstances. Nothing in the world is more common than for a tradesman to put
off 2 Loxpoy correspondent by assuring him that he has no meney in his bureau
and the reason is that he dare not, for fear of being turned off, ask the Colonel,
the Baronet, her Ladyship, orany others of his customers, for the smallest sum
though many of them have had large dgbtsupon his books for perhaps a twelve-

~month. How does this d1<app01ntment operate ? The tradesman is cbliged to
give a large order, in which the traveller takes care to introduce such unsaleable
goods as he cannot palm off upon his more punttual customess ; and, being in
this manner obliged to subseribe to those terms, the shopkeeper in self defence
lays on an extra profit, and thus people of fashion submlt to an imposition for
which they have only to thank themselves.

With all their consequence and lz;lm‘eur, however, the great can truckle and
cringe willingly enongh when they have any point to carry. Ata general elec-

tion for example. Then “dukes, lords, and tinkers are hey fellow well met.
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‘Then the tallow-chandler’s wife is the countess’s most kind and intimate friend.
Then all is junketting and regaling.  Hand-bills and advertisements afe circu-
 lated about, ‘that for flattery and ‘meanness micht shame the inventor of a nos-
trum. - The halland the saloon are thrown open, the lord of the manor walks a
minuet with a taylors daughter, and the lady of the mansion gees down a coun=

try dance with the cheese-monger.

I have somewhere remarked that pride and' interest are the source of all the
differences between man and man.. Dradicate these from the heart and the result
would be peace and tranquillity, then in his fellow-creature man would no
longer see a rival, he would seea man. He would see himself. The rich pos-
sessed with this honorable feeling would rejoice in those treasures they are bles-
sed with, in proportion asthey gave them ability to relieve such as were in ne--
cessity, while the pooriwould repay their benefattors with a gratitude infinitely
beyond the grasp of riches; and, thus, in the mutual struggle, the giver and the-
receiver would'be equally objeéts of the’same admiration. ; '

A condut so perfett as this exercise of_the mind would enforce, might, how-
ever, here, literally speaking, be impracticable. The essence of it might never-
theless be kept in sight,; and, ‘instead of the inward contempt of the lower or--
ders ef society, masked by their adulation towards the great, and the folly and
ignorance of the great, scarcely concealed by their arrogance, towards the lower
orders of society, if they were to meet half-way, and, under a consideration that
this class cannot exist without a proportion of.the riches of that, and that that
would be deprived of all comfort without the ingenuity and enterprize of this,
it would be fairly putting this and that together, and amicably settling a diffe-
fence, since give and take is the only cement of society, which. could not in
nature otherwise operate but to the confusion of both.

To put the thing at once upon a footing, letus examine the: degrees of those
who compose the inhabitants of a country town, or to state the e better, a
city without any manufatture. In the vicinity there are always families of ]mfge'
fortunes, and of these I shall only say, that.the more they depart from the wide
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hospitable liberality of their ancestors, the less it will be to their honour. Per-
sons of fashion may whenever they please cancel the errors and follies of those
who are their very humble imitators by shewing them, one instance of which we
havealready seen, that irreproachable condescension is a certain mark of true
greatness, and thus all the chicanery in the laws of fashion might be reduced to
one equitable standard, especially if any thing could induce theirimitators to ape
their virtues instead of their follies. =

But, placing the possibility of this regulation out of the question, as an ob-
je of general adoption, let us see what the operation would be did persons of
distin@ion keep entirely in their own sphere and apart from ‘inferior society.
The experiment would shew us, probably, that all the enjoyments which. imply
rational happiness are to be found without their interference; and that if once
the objett of enyy should disappear contention would vanish _with it. Thus, in-
stead of considering those beneath them as objefls of pity and contempt; they
would themselves become obnoxious to as much of the application of those sen-
sations as they are so willing to apply to others, in which case one should suppose
there would be an end of all their fancied consequence ; for, though their infe-
riors would be banished from them, they in return, and I suppose there could
not be a more mortifying condition would be condemned to live among one
another. : 3

Thus we have dispbse(l of persons of high rank, who certainly have it in their
power either to eclipse themselves from their inferiors, but who by the by
will thus be eclipsed from them, or to give and receive mutual comfort and illu~
mination. - The lower orders, much to their credit and content, have nothing to
do with the controversity. Tt all therefore lies at present between: the second
and third classes. The second are those who fancy themselves persons of rank
without means, and who fondly imagine that birth and idleness are a compensa-
tion for want of fortune. 1 could name filty towns, perhaps a hundred, where
this disease is confluent. Where that part of the inhabitants which are*of this

description are upon the stretch of invention to make lmarrmary consequence
conceal real poverty.
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These in general are composed of the descendants. of younger brothers ‘of
great families, ‘who have been destined to the church and the army, and whose
incomes, such as.they are, arise out'of half-pay, pensions, and various remu-
nerafions, which by agents and other representatives, have been sifted as impal-
pably as possible. '+ These people walk in and out of assembly-rooms and coffee-
housw, to have the credit of belonging-to societies, to whlch their narrow cir=-
cumstances will scarcely permit them to subscribe. - They starve themselves to
appeat’ fine, and pletend to regard those tradesmen with pity at the contempla—
tion of whose comforts they are bursting with envy, and all this at the very mo-
ment that they are deeply in their hooks, as the only possible source from ‘which
they are enabled to draw their very subsistence till the quarter comes round, Can
any thing be more pitiably ridiculous ? Poverty, unless the offspring of infamy, is
nosstain. If it be true that their mental acquirements are of such value, let them
be fairly pitted against he worldly acquivements of their nelghbours; and let the
contention be no longer between prlde and property, but between kindness and
good fellmxsup

Besides; this [ancied distinftion and assumed distance between gentlemen and
tradesmen is impolitic, and mwht now and then be an uncomfortable thing; for,
as the magistrates of the town are always chosen out of the latter descuption’y
“who are  therefore placed in superior situations as to authority, a row, as it is
politely called, may now: and then bring one of the high-flyers rather ignomi-
niously before a man whom he has been accustomed to consider as a scum, a Jow
fellow, and the rincing of a bottle ; and how mortifying to make concessions, or
receive punishment at the command of one whom his own conscience must up-
braid 1 mm with havmrr unjustly, desplsed

As to the h’dies, .if we had been blessed with a salique law in Enxeraxo, I think
the matter might have been put upon a proper footing. "Indeed, as it is, many
of the as&emb‘ly-robms are governed by queens, whose power is, as it ought to
be, absolute and despotic ; on which I could easily descant, and  thereby prove
without any great stretch of argument, that were the matter left entirely to
them every thing would go as it ought, for nothing can be more easy to see, by
the regularity with which they conduét the tea-table, and the card-table, that

Vou. 1L : c
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ver Thames, by which it is seperated from BUCKII\'GHAMSHIRE, and on the south by
Hanpsuire. It is something on some maps in the form of a slipper. . Its length
from east to west is about forty two miles, its breadth from north to south about
twenty nine, and in civcumference it is about a hundred and twenty. : It is divi-
ded into twenty two hundreds and twelve mal«:et towns, it contains a hundred and
forty seven parishes ; It lies in the province of Canrrreury and diocese qf Saris—
sury and returns nine members to parliament. .
Berksmre being at sucha convenient distance from the capital it is natural to
suppose that the situation is courted by all those who live in a style of magnifi-
cence and whose time is equally divided between town and country. ~For this
veason, wherever nature has in the smallest degree been sparing of her gifts, the
hand of art has been sedulously industrious to make up the deficiency by every
ingenious operation of cultivated improvement, and by this means, with the ad-
vantages of vavied prospects, wood and water, a salubrious air, and a naturally
good 501, Brrxsurre is upon the whole a most desirable part of the kingdom.

The rivers are the Isis, the Thames, the Kennet, the Lodden, the Ocke and
the Lambourne. The Isis I shall speak of when I treat of Oxrorpsurrs especially
asin opposition to the Cam it has been the subject of much classical contfoversy.
As it enlarges in Berksuire it becomes the Thames. The Kennet is famous for
trout which is supposed to be the largest in the kingdom and this T have no doubt is
a fatt. T have had them ofan immense size from Huxcrrrorn. The Lambourn
has a property contrary to'the nature of rivers for it fills in summer and, shrinks
gradually as winter approaches, tilt at length it becomes very shallowggnd some-
times entively dry, a circumstance that serves to feed the follies of those who
augur from it according to appearances, a searce or plentiful succeedin g SEASOI1.
t is howeyer attempted to be accounted for by supposing that there is in the hill
from which this river issues a large cavity with a duét in form of a syphon; ‘or
crane, such as is used to decant liquors, which supposition being allowed the
mystery becomes explained,

v - 4 - - &l !
, 1f T went into particulars relative io
hich surround and are within the vicinity of the capital, T must

It was clear to me from the beginning that
those counties w
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20 alﬁo very largely ‘into a desbrlptlon of orentlemens seats, the magmﬁcence and
‘the nimber of which taken generally exceed beyond all comparison those of any
kingdom in the world. - To do them justice therefore a very large part - of this
work would have been: taken up in dissertations on the various proportions in ap-
‘chiteCture, descriptions of pilure galleries, and all that prodigious’ exercise of
science and art on which immense sums have been nv1sh'*d for the remuneration
of thousands of the ingenious and laborious, from the archite&, the painter and
the sculpiox who build and ornament the palace, down to the labourer who digs
the foundation. =

For many reasons I have declined this task, though there are some particulars
of this description that I shall occasionally take up, but my-leading objetion is that
my - observations resulted {from a close and accurate sur vey of nature rather than
an investigation of art, and a review of men and manners rather thai an examina-
tion of in genuity; and, as my business is more to interest the mind by elucidation
than inform it by mere description, ‘1 flatter myself my plea will be admitted, es-
pecially as the road I have taken has the charm of novelty to recommend it, and
that which I have negletted has been trodden till it is become bare.

One very great advantage to Borxsuirg is that a branch of the great  WrsTory
Read entersiit at Marpuymeap which keeping on to Bristor and afterwards winding
thloxmn SOMERSETSHIRE encounters Bruron, ‘Somerton, and Tauntow, and penetra-
ting the north of Devoxsmrs by Tiverrown, ‘and Sours Mourrox finishes at Barx-
stapLn Bay 7 and, though ‘thisis an inferior branch of the Westery- Road, yet the
great advantages of its leading to Bara and Bristor make ample amends for the
loss of general passengers by a constant supply of the titled and fashionable.

- Beapine, largely partaking of these advantages, is of course a flourishing town.
It is in general well built and stands upon a Jarge tralt of ground, and it is full of
bustle and business ; but it seems to be more of business from hand to mouth than
that kind of established trade which converts industry into opulence, ‘and it is on
this account that they send malt, meal, and timber to Loxpow, to receive coals,
salt, groceues and tobacco, and that the manufaétures of this place as well as of
Nrewevry and Huneerrorp have gone further west.

Vor, I, & b
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It is impossible to speak of Reapixe and forget a most extraordinary natural cu-
riosity near it, ata place called Car’s Grove Hizr. It is a stratum complegcely of
Oyster shells, or rather of Oysters, onabed of green sand l_mder which lies a hard
rocky. chalk. This stratum takes a circumference of six acres and 'the hill under
which it runs is sixty feet in perpendicular height. When the oysters are taken
out they appear in every respeét real, the opposite valves being enclosed as in the
natural state and of the usual form.  When opened the oyster appears to be per-
{e@, and the shell in no respe¢t petrified ; but having been sometime exposed to
theair it crumbles with the smallest pressure. In this same stratum bones of fish
have been frequently found, and, as the hill is forty miles from any part of the

- sea, it has been considered, like different phenomena of the same description, as
a convineing evidence of the universal deluge, a subje€t that has been dilated on
so incomprehensibly, and explained so inexplicably, that my readers will pro}ga—
bly have no objeétion to leave the question to those who like the lawyers in the
play are all fully confirmed in their different opinions.

MarpexaEAD is said to have received its name from the preservation of the head
of one of the eleven hundred virgins who as we are mformed suffered martyrdom
“with St. Ursuza ; but this fine and very edifying etymology, has been some think
very unhandsomely destroyed by Srvorpus the Jesuit, who has sunk the eleven
hundred virgins to merely Unsoza herself and akind friend ; but says that the friend
was called Uxpeciminza, and therefore the Monks, either from their ignorance or
to carry some point, mistook, or pretended to mistake this name for Undecim mulle-
Sr. Ursura and her friend have not proved half such good patrons to the interest
of this town as the gentlemen who entered into a subscription to build a bridge
over the Thames’

On the seventh of August I arrived at Newsury; a town which would probably
have gone to decay long before this had it not been for its situation as a thorough-
{are to Batn, and Brisror, and the wealth and respetlability that charatterize its
vicinity. It was formerly a place of considerable consequence as a manufaéturing
town, and as early as Hexry the Eighth it was so flourishing, that Jomx Wins-
cous, commonly called Jack of Newsury, was considered.as the greatest clothier
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in Lxeranp ; for, he keptan hundred looms in his house: The manufaures,
however, have long left Borxsainy, ‘except pa artially, and have been very proper~
ly established nearer the coal-pits. There isa remarkable fine stratum of peat
on the banks of the Kennet. The reader knows that peat is a-composition of
the roots, leaves, and branches of trees; mixed together with grass, straw, plants.
and weeds, which by lying long in water, are formed intoa mass that may be
easily cut through with a spade. It is not wonderful, when we consider the
prodigious length of time necessary to bring those materials to this state,. that
the peat diggers should make a great many real and a great many imaginary dis-
coveries, and thus horses and beavers’-heads, deers-benes, antelopes-horns,

boqm—tuskﬁ, urns, axes made of flint, and a variety of similar things, or some-

thing. very like them, have been discoveréd in this stratum of ¢ peat. = The best:
discoyery, however, is that it diffises comfort round the fire-sides of the poor.

I If:f't Nrweury for MAarnzoroven on the eighth, and dined at Coorrr’s, a house
famous for trout and civility, in Hunecrrorn.. This place 1s favourable to trout,
eels, and cray-fish, which are all excellent there ; but, as on that very accountr
it is unfavourable to the human constitution, no wonder it is very little more-
than. a thoroughfare for travellers.

- Though I'have contented myself in this letter with giving merely a description:
of my route in. Bexxsuire there are yet some general circumstances which can-
_not be passed by. One- of these is that strange custom of the manor of Exzory,.
" about twomiles off Newsury, where the widow ofa copy-holder on his death is.
entitled to the quiet possession of all his copyhold estates, unless she should:
marry or be incontinent, in which case she forfeits her estate ; nevertheless; it is
permitted her to come on the next court thatis held for the manor ;. but shé.mustv
ride upon a black ram with the tail in-her hand, and in that situation repeat some-
Smpld lines, upon which the steward is obliged to admit hel to her former privi--

lege of holdmg the hnd
There are other ihi-ngs ; butthe circumstance that merits most to be noticed is
the figure of a white horse, upon the face of a hill near Wanracr, which 1s sup~









