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My free drift
Halts not particularly, but moves itself

In a wide sea of wax. s
SHARSPEARE]

Power to do good, is the true and lawful end of aspiring: for good
thoughts (though God accept them), yet, towards men, are little better
than good dreams, except they be put in act; and that cannok be with-
ouf power and place, as the vantage and commanding ground.
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DE VERE.

CHAPTER L

DECISION.

Belile she thinks that Proteeus has forsook her. -

Nnw by the honour of mine ancestry,

I do applaud thy spirit, Valentine.
SHARSPRARE.

. Tue first month of the mourning of Con-
stance was passed.with her aunt in the privacy
of Talbois; during which, Mortimer had taken
order for the numerous things that needed at-
tention‘at the castle. He had, as nearest male
relation, in the quality of chief mourner, at-
tended the funeral of his uncle, which was as
private as the rank and consequence of the de-
ceased could admit. Indecd, except by#Lord
Clanellan, whose regard for Constance, and Dr.
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Herbert,  whose respect. for the De Vere part of'
the family; prompted. it,, only some: neighbour-.
ing gentlemen attended,. Not:one of the former
political -associates: iof . Lord -Mowbray made

. either offer: or dnquiry s which,. considering -all
things, 'can - scarcely. move cour wonder. - But
there 'was one’ omission whichiwas. at least un-
expected by all' who! knew mot; the truthi i Mx.
Clayton, howeve1 , was/tot' to be blamed, if he
was not: seen. at -the grave of the man who had
made him what he! was’:»a duty which we are to
suppose him: to’have been extremely anxious to
fulfil 5 for he actually wrote: to.De Vere to ask
permission to do so, and was refused. 3

¢Texpected asmuch,”’ said Liord. Cleveland’s
mew  confident: sIt i really hard that one
should be: prevented from ishewing one’s attach-
ment to the memory. of an early friend.” »
The world - admired  these. sentiments; nor

were the world  wrong. 'The: sentiments. were
good 5 and if  Clayton  concealed the fact, that:
when he made the offer, he knew there was that
between him ‘and. the Mowbrays which would
prevent. its being accepted,. how was the world
to male the discovery?

%o Lady Elizabeth Partridge, and the Mls&es
Partridge, (who had put-on’full mourning for
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the' euily ‘though they had; ever since his rétirel
ment, tallked "of him’ only astheir: foolish' old
#elation), went so’far as“to say this was very
pretty of Mr: Clayton, and very unkind of Mr;
De Vere. " This,  however, was after ‘the open-
ing' of the will, to-whichLord Cleveland, as the
niearest” male’ relation” after De'Vere, and - Mr.
Partridge, as'the husband ‘of Lady Elizabeth,
had been invited. ' Neither of the latter persons
found themselves so>muchy as mentioned, any
more than  Clayton; swho, however, ‘declared,
‘that although his ‘patron had: often/told him he
should be handsomely remémbered, he entlrejy
ﬁ)rgave it. ¢ ARl

0 The wall, indeed; was &fcione years’ standmg,
and, except the sum'of ' five'thousand pounds-to
Lady Eleanon, left Lady Constance sole inheri-
trix of all’ the \testator’s pmperby swith Lord
Clanellan for her guardian; )

““Lord’ Cleveland and M. Partudge 1mme-
‘diatel y returmed to town, coolly observing, that
it 'was not worth while -to have called®them' so
far on such anerrand. Lord Clevelandy how-
‘ever, openly expressed his disapponitmient that
the Cleveland part (no'inconsiderable:one) “of
the 'Mowbray fortune; had:not: been made to
irévert ito tl‘le,‘Cleveland.ng.me, in his"person.

B2




4 DE VERE:

"This was, in fact, an idea on which he hadlong
dwelt, not only within hisown mind, butonall
public oceasions that' warranted: the /mention of.
it." So that, on his return to London, he every
where spread the failure of his just expectations
and ga\’e"himse]f ‘the air of an injured man.

-All eyes were ' now  turned, more than eyer,.
to the  great heiress; who, . howeyer, was too
secluded and too much occupied by her recent:
loss, even torknow how great a. space she filled
in. the world’s curiosity.  Theugh she had;
reigned a whole season in the Deaw monde,, her
character was by no means yet understood. She
was, indeed, thought the most difficult of young.
women. . Alas !; poor Constance, she thought,
not of difficulty ; she only wished to be let.alone.
Much of the blaze that had:surrounded her ha
been, owing to her father, instigated by Cleve-
land for political purposes.« From that, she. was,
delivered, and could, at least, now indulge the;,
plan of life most agreeable to her own views. At
present, indeed, the seclusion of what she called
the dear forest, seemed the only life suitable to.
her frame of mind; and a visit from Lord ané.,,
Lady Clanellan in their quality of friends and
guardians, seemed all, or nearly all she wanted.

. But, except for a few days, to give her an ac-.
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count of her affairs;  establish his house in the
comforts necessary for her reception; and to re-
ceive' Liord *Clanellan, * Mortimer came not.
Yet; “although there was 1o ostensible cause for
his absence,: his mother did not scem to wonder,
much less to complain: *Still it was matter of
surprise to Constan“ce, that he' should" thus,
without  apparent reason, absent himself from
his only home. ;

The sensible heart, and high mind of De Vere
had, indeed, sustained a perilous ‘contest on
this occasion.” His'love for his cousin Was, per=
biipé, higher than " ever; but‘the jealousy, we
may say, the romance, of his pride, rose in pro-
portion.  The misery was, ‘that he was not sure
he ‘was right; and as tllere was now no secret
about it with his mother, he consulted her.’

“To doubt,” said she, ¢ is'to decide. ' If
you' aresuncertain, let the ‘dedision’ be on' the
side of 6l'mno’ur.” a5 Jnie

De Vere staid away.

But a reason for his abseénce was now luckily
supplied by Harclai, who, to use his" own " ex-
pression; laid violent hands upon him, and car-*
ried hifn to visit his tenants at Wellsbury.

It may be remembered, that in the ancient
map of the borough, a ‘considerable ‘portion of
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land’ appealed once to have belonaed to M.
Okeover, nmow transferred to Mr. Flowerdale;n
~gentleman whom we" hope the 'reader “has‘not
*fmgotten Indifferent”  to! borough * polities,
Tlowerdale had' 'not ‘rejected an“offer madeAby
Lord Cleveland’s steward, for the purchase'of
this land. The steward said it was an aiu‘@é-
fnent; but” this“was denied by’ Hatrclai, "who
now acted for Flowerdale. ' But’ whethelggﬁeé-
tient ‘or not. Marcla réfused to fulfl it, and at
length'appéared in'the shape of its legal ownier
himgelf, tndeér a regulat deed of  salé froni the
qmet bt right Jddgmg squiire of Okeover! o

“Tn trdith, flom thie'momient Harclai had miade
the' discovery “of " Flowerdale’s / possession in
'Wellsbufy and that' the sale” to Lord Cleve-
Taid’Was riot completed lhe bent all his ‘endéa-
vours to aviil himself ‘of the good will that'had '
arisen  between Flowerdale “aiid De Verej'to
transfer the interest of that estate to hisofriend'.
For this purpose, he introduced himself at Oke-
over, and made good his claim to be considered
the representative of Mortimer, whom he found:
so high in Flowerdale’s favour, that the bare
opening of the treachery he had met with, deter-
mined him to close all negotiation with Lord !
Cleveland, and dispose of his land where it
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might: contribute to redeem the right, not be
sperverted. to defend | the wrong. As De Vere
.was absent, and. as Harclai knew he could not
afford to buy, to prevent. delay, he made  the
\purchase himself, and greeted him with, it, upon
|propet securities, ‘as;soon as_possible after his
uncle’s death.
| This activity: of Harclal, gaye a blow to the
.Clev,eland party in the borough ; and thus, the
iplainness (and appavent parsimony of his life,
,was made to tell in the cause of friendship.. For
it, was by this parsimony‘ alone_that_he was en-
abled. to. lay by hundreds ;per, annum, which
were almost all:dedicated to }gen!ergus'p‘urpos‘es.
The frecholds| thus, acquired,. were all the
.votes that remained in the horough, aboye those
.of the two parties that now;divided it ; and they
hgave a balanced, if mot a. preponderating in-
wterest to De Vere. ¥ '

5
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CHAPTER IL

HOPE.

Isee some sparkles of a better hope, R
‘Which clder days'may happily bring forth. sH
SHAKSPEARE.

Tue affairs of the borough, thus opportunely
urgent, furnished a fair pretext for that absence
from his home which, for the reasons we have
assigned; had been resolved upon by the master
of Talbois. ~ But another plea arose out of the
service of Lady Constance herself. The mar-
quess, in his quality of executor and guardian,
had complained much of want of information
respecting the fairest parts of her inheritance;’
sitiated in Yorkshire. Here she possessed the
great mansion called Cleveland ‘Hall, which'
took its title: from the hills which sur-
round it.© Tt had mot been visited for ages,.
that is, from the time of the death of old Mr.
Cleveland, the last owner Who had ever resided



DI VERE. : *9

there. It was this gentleman who had settled
these estates upon Lord Mowbray, who was his
grandson by his only child, the former countess;
and Lord Mowbray, having ever found even
Staffordshire too.far from the royal atmosphere
he was so fond.of, had never once visited the
place after he came into possession. Consigned
entirely to stewards, there were many things
that wanted explaration and rectifying, which
nothing but a disinterested eye could effect, and
as it wasfarfrom convenient for the marquess to
go in person, an offer which De Vere made to
aceompany-his solicitor, won behalf of his cousin,
was-gladly 1accepted, and richly repaid by:the
mannerin-which Constance seemed:to' feel it
+:Onapproaching: the hall; Mr. Blagrave; his:
fellow-traveller; told:him that hémust not ex=
peetrmuch’ comfort where hewwas going.: ~¢Fow
not.only,” said he; ¢it-has not had a gentleman:
for its inhiabitant fornear fifty years, sinceyour:
great: grafddfather “died 5 but; «with: proper-ae=:
spect’ be-it- spoken; the tradition:is, »that. Mr.:
Cleveland himself did not Jivestoo: generously::
Indeed,we are told that it wasby themost pineh-:
ing parsimony that he raised these estates to the:
iminense: value  they mow « bear, ‘formihg;: by
much;:thelargest part of the Mowbray fortune.”’
: BTG
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Thisraccount of - the solicitor: Was realized-on
their arrival at thé:houses for it-was perféetly
truey as-he had represented it; that-even in/Mr.
Cleveland’s ifetime;o it:-had: scarcely: exhibited
a less desolate appearance than it now boreeskt
should seem;:indeed; -eveni then;:that /it ~+had
been the prototype of those: deseriptive: lines of
Pope,: on the mansion of a miser : ' Bargeos

B [ boat ot i Hita “bas s 7 otly

¢ Like some lone chartreux stands the good eld hdll,
Silence'without,  and fasts within the wall ;1.7 ;|-
No raftered roofs with dance and tabor sound, -

.. ‘No hdél{liidé Béll_‘iré}’,it‘,evsAt‘h_veﬂcoul‘lﬁy round; . A. ’
Tenants with sighs the smokeless tow’rs survey,

# “And tarn th” wawilling steeds anofher way 3 4
Fenigtited Wanderers fhe fofest o'er; & viod
Curs'd the sav'd candle, and th' unop’ning doorz i)

i15:0 5 While the gaunt mastiffy growling at the gatej -
112 Affights the beggar whom he longs toeat.” ¢

tob
| inpadt X doidw 39vis y no47s 10 31 ot bad
!/ But; however inhospitable, this long neglected
‘mansion ‘was. not only - the  best, but the: sole
head-quarters'the travellers could find; as there
“was nothing liketaninn within manyiles! “At
i'the'same tine, from having givén somre days |
motice;! the-interior 'was not totally ‘destitute of
“comforty: and:the discomfort - De’ Vere: iade
light of; - for -the' sake -of! her whose service he
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was-upon: <:Buto his'mind was far from-happy,
and his letters «to his mother at this time, de-
seribe his feelings 'soparticularly, that we cannot
‘help ‘giving san-extract  of ‘one of them‘to the
‘reader.

¢ Werarrived ' at dusk; and; as the weather
was' warmj, were rather surprised to ‘see:what
seemed to be ‘a’splendid light through some of
the windows, and still more to find that it pro-
ceeded from large wood- fives, -which--had been
kindled in ‘the rooms we wWere to inhabit.” But
we were soon reconciled to them,’ ahd conde-
scended with a good grace, to what, though
perhaps an_evil at this time at Talbois, was
here a blessing to all but the swallows in the
chimnies:

T+ 'write 'to: you flom a mao'nlﬁcent, aban-
doned, and gloomy bedichamber, with ‘a state
bed in it of green cut velvet, which I thought my
great grandfather could never have procured with
/money. 'Mr. Blagrave, however, -assured-me he
+had so much pride mixed: with'+his. penury; that
‘he had no doubt he purchased it upon -some
lucky speculation.in the South Sea. -Be-this as
it may, the chamber is-half ruined; halfifur-
smished; and-vast and-cold ; as mueh so;in-these
ast respects, as my hopes. = Itawas certainly ot a
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place for a hopeless man to come to 5 and yet I
haye something. to relate ahout it, ‘which a cen-
tury or two ago, might have lmplesscd me with
I know not what divinations. The thought of
the advantaggs which my journey may procure
to her for whom I undertook it, bears me up;
but exeept for.this, I could not find comfort in
this place.. 'The very extent and magnificence
of the property, only scem to increase my dis-
tance from fer. It'is quite extraordinary my
uncle  should never have visited what may be
rendered. flourishing - beyond all thought. - But
the place itself is'half ruined from neglect, and
the first evening seemed ominous to me, in the
frame of mind' L was in. Leaving my companion
to  give the mecessary orders for our accom-
modation; I walked through a long line of neg-
lected garden, from twilight till dark nights ox
at least it was only lighted by the stars, and I
really invoked the woods and wilds, whose
melancholy gloom: accorded with my. soul’s sad-
ness.”  In this solitude, her perfections, were
more than ever impressed upon me; but so was
my despair., To: think of these ‘cstates, added
to those of Castle Mowbray, made me more |
alive than ever to the failures of my late endea-
vours to achieve, what, I am not wanting  in

® i
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friends to tell me, T have too many wajwa‘rd
notions to accomplish. In short, it seems the
height of madness to huc this dehclous passion
still to'my heart, when, as long as there is this
distance between' us, no power on earth shall
tempt me to disclose it. |

“But hopelessness in Tove is not the onl y one
I feel; The plans designed for me by my uncle
have failed; T will not say from what causes;
satisfied that yow do not lay them to the account
of 'an ‘improper pride. They have failed, not
only without substituting others in their places,
butyby making others too'late, have rendered all
abortive.

“Such ‘were my thoughts during my walk,
protracted il the damps of the evening; the
recollection, however, that T had abandoned my
companion'in this lone place, drove me in, T sat
down with him at suvppér, and' rather envied
himan appetite, which seemed mot the less
fow'a total want of care.’ Whether it was his
civility, on'secing’ me still ‘abstracted, or sheer
fatigue‘at’so cheerless a companion, he soon left
- mealone: and I retired to the gloomy state bed-
reom T have mentioned, where, little disposed to.
sleep,; T abandoned myself to the same’ thoughits
which liad so lately occupied me in my walk.’
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\Atid very appropridte were they to: such a-place,
for/all about me seemed to exhibit an'/abottive
attempt -at what could not be accomphshed,
shall I -call /it an’unfinished, and; therefére,>an
abaridoried commencement, of what wwasintended
to be magnificence; bt had failed:? ' ¢ Fit em=
blery,” said: I to myaelf ¢ of what T« thought to
be; and what I am;” and I looked at the velvét
hangings, « which:' clothed; & deal worm-eaten
bedstead, -ard. an' immense: chimney, meant to
receive matble columns,' for! which, however,
bricks liad been substituted. - Upon the sides of
the Toom' too, were the' same marks of unexe-
cuted purposeyiin compartments of the wainscot,
made: for: pictures; but which had mever been
placed: there, while their-spaces had been covered
with old paper. §

¢ The mood this generated, did not add to the
cheerfulness of that I was already in. I, who
had always been such an 1dohzer of hope, began
.todespair.. I thought'of the many things which
had ‘been said: of my; once adored deity, by the
observers of the world, and' they did not inspirit
me:  “Yes,' said I, as I walked the gloomy half
furnished chamber, ¢ Feltham was right,-when
he said ‘that Hope often  fooled ms with: silkén
deluswns, and Halifax, when he cal]ed her:¢
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kind: cheht, and-observed,-that: ¢ she-was va bad
guide; «though'i very ' good-company.’ = Then,
récollecting-what T had felt twosummers before,
and. what Iiwas now, I agreed »with |the Iquaint
it -wise sehancellor, ' that $thoper might "be
good breakfast, but a‘bad:supper.’

“This mood wasso strange and' desponding,
that T am afraid you will: be-ashamed of tyour
son'; -and “I should perhaps be ashamed myself
to record ity but thatit'is'an introduction tolthe
sortiof wonder which followed'; such it wasito
‘me;think of it;as yowwill: ! ‘For after betaking
myself ‘to - bed;: more for form’s sake:than any
thing' else;! and- 'heing: kept completely; awake
with these ' thoughts: till! the: early:: twilight
dawned, L grew :restless, rose literally with the
lark, and to refresh myself, sought 'to leave
my chamber through a door whichj the servants
had told me; ‘opened upon the garden. D:did
50, and pursued a' weedy: walk, conducting me
to.a labyrinth of yew, which:had been «clipped,
<but. was 1ow sol entirely rovergrown; that: it
‘added to the difficulty: of the maze. '

"t In fact, T thought I was lost;-when'I found

myself suddenly 'standing’ before: the' statue of
ithat-very identical Hope; w1th whom' T thad o
‘recently quarrelled. ToreLat
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¢The 'figure was ot il exeeuted, and S’f‘lé’\?zig‘

surrounded with ‘all her emblems.  One' arm’
was extended, with' a’finger pointing to an dpen?’
ing-almost imperceptible, which in" fact tumed(
out'to" be a“pathleading out of the'labyrix:]th":'
the other rested on her anchor, and held a sc'rblyl, :
on'whichy ‘with some difficulty, T read— .

0« T Foype, a kynge Voth qoe to foarre;
Y 3 Fope> a Tobey Tobeg full long;

T Pope; tbz mexchant gatls front fars

v T Fope; ft.st men Yoe sufier brong; 4

41 3in §Bope; the ploughmar dofos his seeds 10
Thug Woye belpg thougands at thei need.

oo Then'falnt mot, Deauts among t{)e Yesty Ao

; ,L_wymhe: chance, Hope tbuu the best. .

S’lhdh’t'va's one of “the letters of De Vere to his'-

metlhier; ‘which b “cottcluded, by ‘owning ‘that”
this’ mngular accident had clevatéd him for afew'
mitfates, as"if portentots.  Nor laugh at him, ™
reader,d‘or the ‘visions ‘which” seemed either to*!
depress or raise lis fancy. There ‘are moments'”
when the best of us; clouded by dlsappomtment -
and unéertain of ‘the futdre, especially ‘when' i
solituide; and abandoned by all but heaven ‘caw"h’ |
at that future with hope, or let'it go in despaui' .
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according to our temperament, though alike un-
a(;éountable on any; rational grounds. : Tuet the
puffed up man, proud either, of his!wisdom or-
prosperity, remember this;; nor despise De Vere
for either this. temporary, depression, or cause-;
less eleyation.

But the meighbourhood:  of Cleveland Hall .
afforded another discovery to De Vere, more
substantial than a mere emblematic statue, how-
ever agreeable. | In, returning from a distant
manor, through the. yillage of Kirkharold, he
stopped to view the ancient school-housé; a pic-
turesque compound: of: gable and cornice,in the
most quaint taste of the days of Elizabeth.

Struck with its'antiquity, he entered by a pair
of old gates, nowt almost ‘off itheir hinges, into a
great court before the building, new laid with
greensward: - Here he saw a gentleman and his
seryant, measuring a.circular sweep, with a chain,
and a lady, of uncommon: elegance of shape,
seemingly giving . directions. He would have

"retired, but; what wag his astonishment on the
gentleman turning towards him, to behold Rivers!
Could he haye doubted it indeed, all doubt was
ended when he came nearer to- the: lady, for
there, was no mistaking the pensive eye, ‘and
clear dark beauty of  Zerlina. -

f-"" "‘“\ #l
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-i12We may suppose -their! mutual ;pleasure, and
smutual surprise; though- Rivers seemed to have
less of: the'latter than his friend:
“How good of you,” said he, < to ﬂndcus
‘out so soon, and in'such a wild sequestered spot ;
'more hid, and lessin the track of ' life than St.
sSauveur itself.” 3l o8
De Vere expressed his joy at. the meetmg, but
~professed his wtter ignorance of | the mea.nmg of
%these last-words.: Ji i1
(2% Why, T wrote to) you,”: said Ri_vers,,f‘;.the
moment Iarrived in England, which was only
tendays ‘ago, to tell you what brought us'home,
and whither we weré bound.”
“““Yourletter then is:still at Talbois, whele I
-have not been'this fortnight,” sdid De Vere, ¢ and
Ithe! chance of ‘my finding' you heré is the most
-surprising - thing in 'the world.”
to #sJram sure, then,” replied  Rivers, ¢ I may
bsay the same ;' but come into/our venerable her-
“mitage; where they are preparing tea for us,and
ntell us by what adventure: (for I see it is one)
sewe are brought together.” >
‘De Vere: protested ‘the adventure must be all
on his side; for there was little romantie in wvisit-
Lingransestate on behalf of a relation who had

lately succeeded [ to it, and could not wisit, it
herself. nstd 3

13 00331l & enw
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Lise Noamore,” 'said Rivers; € than ‘that-a/gen-
sfleman should take’ possession of-a house:he has
purchased, which; in ‘truths is also the busmess
ziwhich' has brought:me here.” s &L
: 10T his" produced mutuaiexplanations;: and it
-turned out that *Rivers, trueto his character:of
acting upon sudden and strong impressions; upon
‘reading the English newspapers one day at Bor-
Ideaux, where he had wandered down from Lan-
guedoc, saw, among the sales advertised,'the.uld
sschool-houseé of Kirkharolds with its little domain
vof garden and field: % Mrés. Rivers ‘willctell
“you,”¢said  he; ¢ that :I-.changed - colourupon
reading it ; for in‘truth it had-been:the paradise
lof ‘my early childhoed, having: beentle" first
Fschool I/ had  been: /at tilki X went! to: " Win-
tichester! - T knew and loved every ‘tree and; bush
without, and every'easementand cornice-within.
“Teotild reckon up-to‘exactness . the: number of
~*pannels in this oak parloury and the play-ground
Dthere, where Ilet thosesragged ‘boys: and: girls
(“continue to revel at present,is: not more known
to them than it was tome. In shortyour earliest
Hare our sweetest associations'; »my theart’ thrilled
“at the thought' that this dear jold place - niight,
!'for a'very little money, be-mine. Zerlina-wanted
! fosec Englandy. and, to tell lyousthe: truth,| I
was a little tired of France, and so—" 1!
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¢ You made the purchase,” said De Vere,
““and posted home on the wings of imagination.’

¢ You have hit it exactly,” replied Rivers:

De Vere rejoiced, not merely for his own
sake, for he thought, if ever his cousin visited
Cleveland Hall, how! happy she would be in
such a companion as Zerlina. e mentioned
his hope of it to the latter, and described Con-
stance so glowingly, that Mrs. Rivers’s imaginas
tion was kindled to a degree worthy her hus-
band's in the prospect of ;such a friend-=a pros-
pect afterwards most happily realized. '
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1.amy for the house; with ‘thei narrow gate, which'I hke it to'be o'
little for people to enter

Su.uuvsu.n,

Berore he left Yorkshire, De Vere also
made another acquaintance, which, as a picture,
of happy resignation to an apparently inferior
lot in the world, we cannot help 'describing,
though it led to no results of consequence to
this history, except that best result of enlarging
the number of those whom, for their qualities
and virtues, we respect,—always a lasting and a
real gain.

The little donative of Kirkdale in this remote
Cleveland, had been given by Lord Clanellan,
its patron, to a Mr. Fairfax, the friend of his
youth'at college, and afterwards occasionally in
the world. It amounted to barely one hundred






