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7 ..q‘sé LIFEOF !
JOHN POMFRET.

FEW anecdotes concerning this poct have, been ttanf-
" mitted to poﬁenty . zmd thcrcforc the readsr cannot
expedt a cxrcumﬁantgal detail elther of the mcnd»nts
aefrhis hfe, syhich probably were but [c\ A and even
thefe not of much importance, nor an elab 'c'hf-
cuﬂion of the merit of his writings. Th,at he wus a
pious good manisa truth fufliciently cﬂa.bhfbcd from.
hispoems, and wxll fp.rther appear L {rom thc fo,llowmg
{hortnarrative, datedin the 1724, W hichis: aIl we havc.
been able to colled ‘trelatx\'c to thxspout or his works.

- The two picces,. Rcafon, ,and Dze: No-ygﬁ' iy are
the only Poetical Remains of ;hc Rcv r Pomfrct,
and were lately found, among fomc other of his
PErsio oE a prxyatc natus ~cuﬁadx of an m unatc
frlend

hxm in thc year 1700, whel Akhc ds
the dodttine of the Tnmty wete i Ld on wi

thonty, l; attl ! ; :
yerfy, through an a,@; of pa a@qz;, 5 fo;
dmg 1y pergong'vs'hatfocve_ to puhufp, ,t,hcq' 110t10§§
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i LIFE OF DOMFRET.

pute, and was publifhed by Mr: Pomfret at the time
it waswrote. The not inferting of it-among his other
poems, when he collected them intoa volume, was
on account of his having received very fignal favours
from fome of the perfons therein mentioned; but
they, as'well as he, being now dead, it is hoped that
the revival of it at this juncture will anfier the fune
gaod purpofes intended by the Author in its original
compofition.

The other, entitled Dies Nosifimas or, The Laft
Fplp‘hmy , 4 Pindatic ode, on Chrift’s fecond appear-
ance to judpe the world, is ‘now printed from'a ma-
nufeript under his own hand. It muft'be, indeed,
confefled, that many cxcellent pens have exercifed
their talents upon this fubje@; but yet, notwithtand-
iy the different manner in which they have treated
it, Idare fuy there will be found fuchia holy warmth
ammatmg- this picce throughout, that, as The Guar-
Wian has’ obferved ‘of divine poetry; we fhall find a
“kind of refqge in out pleafure, and our dxvefﬁon wdl
bu.omc otir fafety. -

Having thus given a faithful account of thefe va-
Tuable Remains, there is another natural piece of ju=
{Hice fhill due to the memmory of the Author. © Tn'the
$ieft place, by giving fome account of his family, to
clear him from the ‘afperfions’ of fanaticifm,’ which
have been generally caft on him through a notorious
miftake; and, inthenext place, todefend the genuine-
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“nefs of his writings from the injurious treatment of
“thofe who have, either through malice or ignorance,
aferibed fome of them to other perfons. -

- The true account-of his family is as follows, wiz.
‘M. Pomfret’s father was Redor of Luton in Bed-
for dfhire, and himfelf was preferred to the living of

“fyfalden in the fame county. He was liberally edu-
cated at an eminent grammar-fchool in the country,
from whence he was fent to the univerfity of Cam-
“bridge, but of what college he was cntered 1 know
not. There he wrote moft of his poetical compofi-
tions; took the degree of Mafter of Arts, and very
carly nccompllﬂled himfelf in moft kinds of polite li-
terature.

“It was fhortly u’m his-lenvxng thc Umverﬁty that
he was preferred tothe living of Malden above men-
‘tioned ; and fo-far was he from being in the leaft tinc-
“tured with fanaticifm, that 1 have often heard him ex-
prefs his abhorrence of the deftrudive tenets main-

" tained by thofe people, bothagamﬂonr religions :.nd
civil rights,

"I'his tmputation, itfeems, was caft on lum by therc
havmg been oneof his ficname, though not any way
‘rélated to him, a-diffenting teacher, who died not
long ago®: fo far diftant from the accufation were
the printiples of this excd!m man. '

* NMr, ﬁamue! Pomﬁ'ct, wl\o pubﬁmcd fome rhiymes upon
Spiritual Subjeds, as they are pleafed to call thexm,
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