
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



Dr. Miller accordingly gave his main time and 

strength. ட்‌ 

At the end of 1863, the staff of the Institution: 

was strengthened by three new additions. The 

position of the Institution was now practically 

assured. The first of its pupils who passed the 

entrance examination of the University directly 

from its classes belonged to the Matriculation 

class of 1863, while in 1865 a class studying for 

the First Examination in Arts, then a single 

year’s course, was formed, so that the Institution 

became a College in the present acceptation of 

that term. A junior By A. class was formed in 

1867 and the Institution became a First Grade 

College, as it has since remained. : 

After having thus silently changed the aspect 

of affairs in Madras, Dr. Miller, on the expiry of 

bis first term of five years, went home on a well- 

earned furlough. He came back to Madras in 

1869, quietly determined to make his college one 

of light and leading and a power in the land for 

the highest ends. 
Till his second furlough in 1878, Dr. Miller 

directed all his energies towards making the 

College efficient. 

At the end of 1876, when the staff had become
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But, even more than all this, what has giver 

the College its unique and distinguished 

character is the cordial personal relations which 

exist between the teachers and the taught. And 

in this matter a noble and inspiring example was. 

set by Dr. Miller, 

Here is another extract to show how warm is 

the attachment which Dr. Miller feels towards 

his College and his students. Ina letter 

addressed to the present and former students of 

the College in 1907, on the eve of his retirement, 

owing to serious illness, he says that if any real 

good should result from his visit to Europe, it 

would be his foremost wish to be among his 

students once again. He goes on :— 

“JT think that a very large number of you are well 
aware how the College has endeavoured to teach you 
principles and truths and to awaken aspirations within 
you which you know to be of priceless value if your 
lives on earth are to be of any value in the estimation 
of God or for the berefit of men. This last message of 
mine to you before [| leave, is to entreat you te 
endeavour and to pray that you may be faithful 
throughout life to all that you yourselves know to be 
good and true among the things which your College has 
tried to teach and among the impulses towards every- 
thing good and right which it has been its constant aim 
to awaken in your minds, I trust that your life-long 
sympathy and aid will help the College to maintain in 
future generations the position which it holds to-day, 
as I also trust that in coming years and generations the 
College will be a powerful and efficient witness to the
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_ great principles on which it has, from the first, beer 

_pased. I need not tell you that these principles are to 

' eommunicate in the best possible form such knowledge 

as may be useful in ordinary life and in doing this to 

mould aright the characters of its students and to lead 

| them in that formation of their characters to pay atten- 

| tion, most of all, to the great scheme for the guidance 

| and uplifting of our race which forms the central line- 
| of all human history.” 

    

    

  

   

    

   

  

   

  

   

        

    

  

    
   

  

_ Here is an admiring description of Dr. Miller’s 

‘work in the College which may fittingly close the 

description of this aspect of his life in Madras :— 

« His intense sympathy with his pupils, his proverbial 

ve for his old boys, his iarge benefactions and dona- 

‘tions, his construction of the three students’ homes, 

is making over ‘‘The Grand College House” for the 

id of the staff of his College, his lavish generosity to. 

undreds of poor and deserving students, all these will 

ever be forgotten, We have heard students describing 

ith considerable emotion how Dr. Miller savas seen 

running about the different corners of Madras to search 

or his pupils on the day of the terrible fire at the People’s. 

rk, of his hurrying about the various homes to 1௦௦1 

er his boys on the day of the terrible cyclone, of his. 

ending at the sick bed of many a rich and poor 

dent, of his walking in tears to the grave of one of 

nis beloved pupils, and of the thousand and one acts of 

treme sympathy and generosity towards his pupils. 

leed it. is impossible to describe adequately the great 

reand personal attachment which Dr, Miller bore to 

y one of his pupils, and it is this noble element in 

haracter that has contributed largely to the success 

Madras Christian College.” 3 

      

    

          

fter more than thirty years of toil, advancing 

d his great labours began to tell on 

r’s strength, but he continued to partici-
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| in schools and colleges. He is a strong advocate 

f direct religious instruction but the variety of    

      

    

  

   

      

   

    

   

    

   
   

                

   

    

   
   

        

   

  

reeds and sects in India does not perplex him. 

No insurmountable difficulty ought to be or need be 
aused by the variety of creeds and sects which, as all 

“men kuow, exists in India. Let each company of those 

| who maintain educational institutions based upon the 
" principle of forming character aright be faithful to the 

eliefs by which they wish their own lives and influence 
o be regulated. Let them see to it that such beliefs. 
ave an all-prevailing influence on the instruction afford- 
din their institutions so that the students who go out 
rom these may be expected throughout their lives to 

ive evidence of tne moral and religious temper which 
ic training has inspired. Let not only tolerance but 
pect for beliefs and opinions different from those 

der which he has himself been trained be instilled into 
mind of every student. In the state of thought 
jh appears to me to be becoming prevalert among 

> products of modern education throughout Southern 

dia, it is far indeed from hopeless that sentiments like 

se will animate all who care for their country’s well-— 

g, may summon to work for the diffusion of real edue 

cation, that isto say, of education inspired by moral 
urpose and directed towards moral ends. 

hen such views as I am advocating begin to prevail 

e will be no need of dispute .with those who hold 

the maintenance of some educational institutions 
jh are secular alone is for special reasons and in) 

ptional circumstances an unfortunate necessity. 
tions to general rules must always be allowed for. 

one great matteris that the moral and religious 
ent should be conspicuously presentin the great 

s of the institutions in which the education of the 
carried on. If you work earnestly to secure 
hall henceforward be the case, you must treat 

ts those only who regard an education that is 
lar not as an occasional or temporary neces-
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It ig easy to recognise in every line of the re- 

commendations of the Commission the strong im- 

press of Dr. Miller’s keen intelligence, far-seeing 

statesmanship, wide sympathies and genuine con- 

cern for the welfare and advancement of this 

country. Dr. Miller holds these views strongly and 

(gave expression to them in a letter to the Press. 

Here isan extract from it which shows how 

much importance he attaches to the extension 

of the system of grants-in-aid, 

The great purpose of the Commissicn was to show 
how the principle laid down in the Despatch of 1854 
might best be carried out in practice. Its central re- 
commendation for the accomplishment of this end was 
that whilst existing State institutions of the higher order 
should be maintained in complete efficiency wherever 
they are necessary, the improvement and extension of 
institutions under private management must be the 
principal care of the Department. Now the extent to which 
education is healthierand more hopeful in Southern India 
than elsewhere is largely caused by the effect that has 
been given to that recommendation there. It has not, 

“indeed, been acted on with much steadiness or continui- 
| ty. Still, from time to time it has guided practical ad- 
ministration to a not inconsiderable extent. This has 
been productive of good results, which are visible 

enough, though I cannot charge upon them or even 
| spoon them here. On the other hand one of the main 
_ reasons why education in Bengal has fallen into the 

ndition described by your Correspondent is that this 
10 all other recommendationsof the Commission of 
82-83 have been almost wholly neglected in practical 
ministration here. 

t+ may be noted in passing that Dr. Miller 
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‘was invited by Lord Curzon to take part in the 

deliberations of the Conference which sat at Simla 

previous to the appointment of the Indian Uni- 

versities Commission of 1902. 

The unselfish and useful labours of Dr. Miller 

were recognised by the Government of India and 

the people among whom he laboured so long and 

so faithfully. The Government recognised his 

educational services by conferring on him a Com- 

panionship of the Indian Empire. Dr. Cooper 

spoke thus about this honour conferred on Dr. 

Miller : 

“ Although the address says nothing of the now his- 
torical Education Commission, a brief allusion to the 
part takén by Dr. Miller in it will not be out of place in 
this connection. ‘The Orders passed by the Government 
of India in accordance with the recommendations of the 
Gommission have justly been designated “ The Magna 
Charta of aided Education in India.” The fact, there- 
fore, gracefully recognised by the bestowal of the Order 
of the Companionship of the Indian Empire, that no 
single member of the Commission had greater influence 
in procuring that great charter, would of itself, were 
there nothing else, be a sufficient reason for holding him 
in grateful remembrance.” 

‘Shortly after the University of Aberdeen, Dr. 

Miller's Alma Mater, conferred on him the honor- 

ary degree of L. L. D. And, later on, the Univer- 

sity of Madras, in grateful recognition of his 

valuable services in the cause of higher education



 



 



 




