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The **Friends of India* Series.

- This is a new series of short hiogmplﬁ-eal/
sketches of eminent men and women who
have lahoured for the good of India, which the
publishers venture to think will be a welcome
addition to the political and historical literature
of the country. These biographies are so written
as to form a gallery of portraits of permanent
inferest to the student as well as to the politi-
cian.. The aim of the publishers is not to
cast them in any conventional mould but to
portray in an. appreciative spirit, with the
strictest recard for truth and accuracy, the
characters’ of the men and the extent and
‘value of the services done by them. To
make these sketches interesting to Indian
readers, copious extracts from the speeches and
writings of the friends of India on Indian
affairs have been given. This series includes,
among others, the sketches of eminent friends
of India like Lord Ripon, Tord Morely, Loxd
Minto, Lord Macaulay, Edmund Burke, Charles
Bradlaugh, John Bright, Henry Fawcett,
Mr. A. O. Hume, Sir William Wedderbuarn,
Sir Henry Cotton, the late Sister Nivedita and
Mus. Annie Besant. With a view to place the
series within the easy reach of the public, the
sketches have been priced at annas four a copy.
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THE “FRIENDS OF INDIA” SERIES
SELECT PRESS OPINIONS.

THE HARVEST FIELD:—The books are not
intended to give a detailed biography of these eminent
men ; they are, what they are called, sketches, and as
such give one a general idea of their life and work. The
little books are written in a pleasant style and confain
extracts from the important speeches of these men.

THE EDMPIRE:—This Series comprises English
statesmen who either in England or in India are held to
be favourable to the popular cause. The List starts off
appropriately enough with Lord Morley, and the second
name is that of Liord Ripon, The careers of both these
statesmen are dealt with briefly and graphically, and
their policy and principles especially as affecting India
are summed up with judgement and sympathy. These
admirable little biographies only cost 4 annas. They are
well printed and a good likeness of the subject appears
on the outer cover.

THE LEADER :—The enterprising firm of Messrs.
G. A. Natesan and Company of Madras has taken in
hand the publication of a new series of short biographi-
cal sketches of eminent men who have laboured for the
good of India, which the publishers venture to think—
but we are sure—will be a welcome addition to- the
political and historical literature of the country,

THE MODERN REVIEW :—On the cover of each
volume is printed a portrait of the subject of the sketch
and the stories are told in a lively and interesting
manner, with short extracts from the notable speeches
delivered. The series should be welcome to the public.

THE CENTRAL HINDU COLLEGE MAGA-
ZINE :--Useful little biographies of well-known men
and women. These leep us up to date, and the price,
four annas each, makes a small library possible for all.

Price Annas Four Each.

G. A, Natesan & Co,, Sunkurama Chetty Street, Madras,



The Rev. Dr. Miller, C.1.E.

———\-.-4———

”@HE most potent formative influence in the:
making of Modern India has been the
network of Schools and Colleges spread
through the length and breadth of this land.
And, so far as South India is concerned, the most
potent among other factors have been for the last
half-century and more, the Madras Christian
College and the School attached to it. And if
there is one man more than another who has helped
to make the College what it is, it is the Reverend
William Miller C.LE.,, LL.D., who is happily
spared to us and who, from his distant home in
Scotland, is still evincing a keen interest in all that
concerns the welfare of this land which he loves
so well,

William Miller was born on the 13th January,
1838, at Thurso, in Caithness, the northernmost
county of Scotland. His father was a well-
known merchant and ship-owner. Both his father
and mother have a proud ancestry, Their family
was famous for their solicitude for publie
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welfare. To them the seaport town of Thurso
cowes its pier. The Miller Institution of the place,
founded by an uncle of Dr. Miller marks their
practical interest in the cause of education.
“ Dy, Miller’s father, whose death took place in
1883, took a life-long interest in this indispenéable
machinery of national elevation, and followed with
the keenest appreciation the educational labours
of his'son in this Presidency, and especially the
development of the Madras Christian College
which owes its present existence and efﬁcieﬁcy to
him more than to any other. It is, therefore,
very proper that Dr. Miller should have, wath a
view to keep alive among the people of South
India the®memory of his venerable faﬁher, founded
at the University the Miller Gold Medal given to
the student who takes the B. A. Degree with the
highest honours in Philosophy. Not less profound
was the interest which his mother manifested in
Dr, Miller’s work. She knew about that work in
its details and was acqﬁa,inted, though not by
sight, yet by report, with some of the personnel of
the Institution, including both the teachers and
the taught. She had sent to her, and she studied
eagerly, every report, lecture or newspaper-cutting
that had reference to the work of the College.”
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Dr. Miller’s boyhood was spent among the hills
in the neighbourhood of Dale with his maternal
grandfather and his aunt. He attended the
parish school in Thurso whence he went to a
boarding school in Aberdeen—the Bellevue
Academy, managed by Dr. George Tulloch. He
finished his course at that school before he was
thirteen years old ; “and, when told to go up to
the University, he would not, and preferred being
detained another year.” In 1852, he joined
Marischal College, Aberdeen. Though all but the
your gest, he was the brightest of his year.
The Rev. Charles Cooper, his colleague at
the Christianz College, was his junior by two
years at the University. g

His studies for the Degree extended over four
years. He had a distinguished scholastic career,
and he was particularly strong in Philosophy
and English Composition. On taking his
M. A. Degree in 1856, he received a gold medal
given by the City of Aberdeen. The most
eminent among Dr. Miller’s professors was the
Poet William C. Aytoun, Professor of Rhetoric
and Belles Lettres in Edinburgh.

Dr. Miller is a lover of the fine arts. His
greatest favourite among the masters of English
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prdse is John Ruskin to whose writings he owes
his well-known passion for Architecture, He is
an enthusiastic student of history. He firmly
believes that ¢ through the ages one increasing
purpose runs.” The most striking feature of his
life at Edinburgh was the rejuvenation which he
effected in the Dialectic Society of the Edinburgl
University,

It was in this society chiefly that Dr. Miller gained
that experience which has been of so much service to
him in fostering and guiding similar unions in his
own college at Madras.

Of his five-years’ course in Edinburgh, only
the first year was devoted to attending lectures at
the Univgrsity. From 1857 to 1861, he studied
Theology at the New College—a seminary founded
for the training of its ministers by the Free
Church after its disruption from the Hstablished
Church of Scotland in 1843. Here too, Dr. Miller
distinguished himself both in his work at the
classes and in the discussions of the theological
Society. After finishing his theological course,
Dr. Miller was taken as an Assistant to Dr.
Cavendish, the then Minister of Free St. George’s
Church, Edinburgh. Subsequently he took charge
of ‘St. David’s Mission there,

He had yet mno thought of going to India, At
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that time, the feeling in Scotland towards Edu-
cational Missions was one of cold distrust ; and
the Mission field in India had ceased to have
attraction for men otherwise willing to serve the
Church.

Meantime, the position in Madras was anything
but satisfactory. In 1835, the Chaplains of
St. Andrew’s Church had opened a school in
Vepery. Mr. Anderson arrived in Madras in
1837, and shortly afterwards removed the: school
from Vepery to Georgetown., The school was a
success from the outset. In 1843, occurred the
Disruption of the Church of Scotland, and the
Scottish Missionaries in Madras adhered to the
portion of the Church known thereafter, as the
Free Church of Scotland. The Institution opened
ab the commencement of 1847 in the premises
in which it has since remained. ¥or the
new conditions introduced by the foundation of
she University in 1857, the Institution was but
ill-prepared and none of its pupils were able even
to matriculate. And from one cause or another,
by 1862, the staff of the Mission had sunk to 2
wery low point.

A strong man was obviously wanted in Madras.
And Dr. Miller was at once thought of and the
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offer was made to him. The biographer who
fondly believes that the subject of his sketch has
or ought to have some inkling of his appointed
sphere of work will find little to encourage him in
the life of Dr. Miller. For he did not have any
premeditated plan of work in India. Nor had he
studied the question of Indian Missions with
special reference to education with any particular

attention.

Dr. Miller arrived in Madras on: the 9th
December 1862, when he was twenty-four years
old. His first years in India were devoted to the
zealous discharge of all the duties that devolved on
him as practically the sole agent of the Free
Church in Madras. As Secretary to the Missions
he superintended its operation in all depart-
ments.

The question had to be faced as to what
should be done with the Mission, and especially
with the Institution. It was determined that
the Institution should at all hazards be main-
tained, and that a.course of action by which it
might be restored to its old educational efficiency
should be resolutely followed. To the mainte-
nance and development of the institution,



Dr. Miller accordingly gave his main time and
strength.

At the end of 1863, the staff of the Institution
was strengthened by three new additions. The
position of the Institution was now practically
assured. The first of its pupils who passed the
entrance examination of the University directly
from 1its classes belonged to the Matriculation
class of 1863, while in 1865 a class studying for
the First Examination in Arts, then a single
year’s course, was formed, so that the Institution
became a College in the present acceptation of
that term. A junior B: A. class was formed in
1867 and the Institution became a First Grade
College, as it has since remained. :

After having thus silently changed the aspect
of affairs in Madras, Dr. Miller, on the expiry of
bis first term of five years, went home on a well-
earned furlough. He came back to Madras in
1869, quietly determined to make his college one
of light and leading and a power in the land for
the highest ends.

Till his second furlough in 1878, Dr. Miller
directed all his energies towards making the
College efficient.

At the end of 1876, when the staff had become
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fairly adequate, the institution became separate
from the other departments of the work of the
Mission in respect of organisation, support, and
control. The College had now become the most
important among the distinctively Christian
educational institutions of Southern India, so
that it was deemed desirable that it should hold a
direct relation to as many as possible of the
Christian bodies interested in education, and be
no longer connected exclusively with one of them.
In a letter written by the Principal to the
authorities of the Free Church of Scotland in
April 1874, Dr. Mille?\gged that the Free Church
Mission Institution sheuld be placed on a perma-
_ment basis as a Central Christian College for
Southern India. In an appendix to the letter a
hearty general approval of the scheme was given
by all the representatives in Madras of the
various Protestant bodies engaged in Missionary:
and educational work, The result was that by
the erd of 1876 the necessary arrangements had
been made, and on the 1st of January, 1877, the
Institution entered on its new course as the
Madras Christian College. Between 1865, when
College classes were opened and this date, the
number of students had grown from 6 to 174.



9

Dr. Miller spenthis second furlough in impressing
.on all who took active interest in such matters in
Scotland the importance of educational Missions
in India, with special reference to the new position
which the College had jﬁst then begun to occupy.
And his views were published by the Foreign
Missions Committee of the Free Church under
the heading: ¢ Indian Missions; and how to
view them.”

This was the cause of a heated newspaper
controversy in Madras which went by the
mname of the Miller-Duncan Controversy.

Dr. Miller had referged in his speeches in
Scotland to the religioftis education imparted in
the Madras Christiaz College, as distifiguished
from the purely secular education given in
Government institutions in accordance with the
avowed principle of the Government of the
country to observe neutrality in matters of
religion. As soon as an account of Dr. Miller’s

speech appeared in India, there was a storm of
: indignation raised, and Dr. Duncan, a Professor
in the Presidency College, led the attack by
sending a letter to the Madras Mail controverting
Dr. Miller’s views. The point of real dispute in
the whole controversy was whether morality
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could be taught or practised without the aid of
religion. On this point, there is room for differ-
ence of opinion. But the view which Dr. Miller
holds, has been thus neatly expressed by a
colleague of his, Dr. Cooper. ¢ While morality
may be separated from Christianity as a special
form of religion, it cannot be separated from all
religions. It cannot be separated from the
doctrines of the existence of a God, a divine
Government of the world, immortality and a
future retribution—doctrines which are not
special to - Christianity, but which belong to all
religions.”

Returning from his furlough, Dr. Miller
continuéd his work at the College. During these
years, Dr. Miller exerted his influence with the
educationists of this Presidency to get them to
agree upon certain rules relating to the internal
management of schools, by whieh a more efficient
discipline might be secured among the school-going
population. These rules, now popularly known as
the “Madras Educational Rules” have been
adopted by Government and are embodied in the
Grant-in-Aid Code. Dr. Miller has been instru-
mental in introducing similar rules into the
University of Madras in relation to the affiliation
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of Colleges. Dr. Miller had also to maintain a
stiff fight in connection with grants for his-
College with the Government Education Depart-
ment presided over by Colonel Macdonald who
did not treat aided institutions in any generous
manner in the matter of grants.

The increasing number of students made better
accommodation indispensable. In 1871, by an
expenditure of about Rs. 50,000, the entire
block of buildings was made fairly fit for a place:
of education. But by 1882 the wants of the
College had completely outgrown the accommo-
dation then provided; accordingly a movement
‘was set on foot for still further improvement and
enlargement. The work was begun towards the
end of 1883 and was not entirely finished till
early in 1887. As a résult, the College was.
provided with a large examination hall, a chemical
laboratory, additional class-rooms and tiffin-rooms,

- at a total cost of Rs. 1,36,000. Further additions
were made between 1891 and 1896, the most:
important being a biological laboratory, a large
class-room and the College Office. The Anderson
Hall, a property of the United Free Church
became available for College purposes in 1895.
In 1907 a large extension of the College buildings
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‘was undertaken which has cost the College more
than 31 lakhs. But this was practically after
Dr. Miller had left these shores for good and so
does not come within our scope. But it must be
a matter of gratification to Dr, Miller to learn
that the Christian College has risen equal to the
demand made by the University on it with the
introduction of the new courses and that its future,

so far as it is in human hands, is assured.

It is not possible to record in detail the various
acts of Dr. Miller’s self-sacrifice on behalf of the
‘College and to give a list of his many munificent
donations to different branches of that institution,
But Pbis initiation of the Hostel movement in
South India deserves special mention.

Dr. Miller atan early time recognised the need
for providing better accommodation and some
guidance and supervision for such young men as,
coming from a distance to study in Madras, had
no relatives or friends with whom to lodge.
Accordingly in 1882, he rented a house near the
‘College where both board and lodging at a reason-
able cost were provided for a number of Brahmin
students. The results were so encouraging that
Dr. Miller secured a site in Thumbu Chetty
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Street, on which in the course of 1884, he
erected the Madras Students’ Home, This home
which, affords accommodation for forty-six
Brahmin students was the first College hostel to
be erected in Southern India, and to Dr. Miller
is due the credit of initiating a movement which
has since spread all over the country. The
success of this first attempt led Dr. Miller to erect
the Fenn Hostel for Indian Christian students,
which was opened in 1888, and provides accomo-
dation for forty members. The buildings of these
two hostels remained for many years the private
property of Dr. Miller, but in 1902 the first of
these, and in 1906 the second were acquired by
the College Council with the assistance in each
case of a grant from Government. In 1895,
Dr. Miller erected with the assistance of a large
subscription from the late Raja the Setupati of
Ramnad, the second Students’ Home and pre-
sented it to the College. In 1902, a fourth hostel,
the Caithness Hall, was built by Dr. Miller with
assistance from Government and presented by him
to the College. The value of the property which
the College has acquired for hostel accommodation
is estimated at-more than Rs. 2 lakhs. And for
a mnot inconsiderable portion of this sum,
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the College is indebted to the generosity of
Dr. Miller.

Anaid to the stability of the College was
secured when the Professor’s Retiring Fund was
established with effect from January 1889. The
basis of the fund is an endowment amounting to
Rs. 45,000, provided through the generous gift
by Dr. Miller, of College House, together with a
sum of £1,100, equally generously presented by
Dr. Miller’s brother, Rev. Alexander Miller of
Buckie. Besides these endowments, there are
various endowed scholarships and studentships,
the aggregate amount of capital invested to
maintain these being Rs. 1,27,600. For much
the gréater part of this sum the College is
indebted to the Rev. Alexander Miller, D.D. He
and his brother Dr. Miller have been the most
generous benefactors of the College, and have in
many ways helped to secure permanence and
stability for the College.

.By the early eighties, the College had made a
permanent place for itself in the forefront of
-educational institutions in Southern India. * The
hostels attached to the College, the district
scholarships offered therein, the education given
within its walls by a staff of professors, perhaps
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the most efficient in Southern India, the sober

.and thoughtful cast of mind of the young men

who went out from the College,—the effect of all

this was that Dr. Miller’s College (as the
‘ Christian College is popularly known) was thought
| of in every family having sons to educate from
Berhampore to Point De Galle.”

Dr. Miller left nothing undone to make the
‘College an efficient place of instruction. The
College Library was founded in '1863. It was
followed in 1869 by the institution of the Consualt-
ing Library which contains books of  reference,
(lass libraries connected with the B. A. Classes
| were instituted in 1886, and the M. A. Library
in 1893. The oldest of the College Societies is
the Madras Debating Society, founded in 1877.
All the Societies were united later on in the
“ Associated Societies” of the College, which is a
unique organisation in Madras. The oldest of
the Athletic clubs is the College Cricket Club,
founded in 1882. All the clubs were united in
the College Athletic Association in 1902. The
first number of the Madras Christian College
Magazine which continues to flourish, appeared in
July 1883. The scheme of district and intra-
collegiate scholarships was instituted in 1885.
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Bus, even more than all this, what has given
the College its unique and distinguished
character is the cordial personal relations which
exist between the teachers and the taught. And

in this matter a noble and inspiring example wa s
set by Dr. Miller,

Here is another extract to show how warm is
the attachment which Dr. Miller feels towards
his College and his students. In a letter
addressed to the present and former students of
the College in 1907, on the eve of his retirement,
owing to serious illness, he says that if any real
good should result from his visit to Europe, it
would be his foremost wish to be among his
students once again. He goes on :—

I think that a very large number of you are well
aware how the College has endeavoured fo teach you
principles and truths and to awaken aspirations within
you which you know to be of priceless value if your
lives on earth are to be of any value in the estimation
of God or for the berefit of men. This last message of
mine to you before [ leave, is to entreat you to
endeavour and to pray that you may be faithful
throughout life to all that you yourselves know to be
good and true among the things which your College has
tried to teach and among the impulses towards every-
thing good and right which it has been its constant aim
to awaken in your minds. I trust that your life-long
sympathy and aid will help the College to maintain in
future generations the position which it holds to-dzay,
as I also trust thaf in coming years and generations the
College will be a powerful and efficient witness to the
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great principles on which it has, from the first, beer
based. I need not tell you that these principles are to
communicate in the best possible form such knowledge
as may be useful in ordinary life and in doing this to
mould aright the characters of its students and to lead
them in that formation of their characters to pay atten-
tion, most of all, to the great scheme for the guidance
and uplifting of our vace which forms the central line
of all human history.”

Here is an admiring deseription of Dr, Miller’s
work in the College which may fittingly close the
description of this aspect of hislife in Madras :—

« His intense sympathy with his pupils, his proverbial
Jove for his old boys, his large benefactions and dona-
tions, his construction of the three students’ homes,
his making over “The Grand College House” for the
2id of the staff of his College, his lavish generosity to
hundreds of poor and deserving students, all these will
never be forgotten, We have heard students describing
with considerable emotion how Dr. Miller <vas seen
running about the different corners of Madras to search
for his pupils on the day of the terrible fire at the People’s
Park, of his hurrying about the various homes to look
after his boys on the day of the terrible cyclone, of his
attending at the sick bed of many arich and poor

_student, of his walking in tears fo the grave of one of
his beloved pupils, and of the thousand and one acts of
extreme sympathy and generosity towards his pupils.
Indeed it _is impossible to describe adequately the great
love and pergonal attachment which Dr. Miller bore o
every one of his pupils, and it is this noble element in
his character that has contributed largely to the success
of the Madras Christian College.”

After more than thirty years of toil, advancing
age and his great labours began to tell on

" Dr, Miller’s strength, but he continued to partici-
2
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pate in the work of the College until 1907, when
failing eyesight compelled him to leave India. In
1909, he formally vresigned the Principalship ;
but the Supreme Governing Body, recognising the
great services he had rendered to the cause of
Missionary education during the long period of
forty-five years, induced him to accept the fitle of
Honorary Principal of the College.

But, since his retirement as before it,
Dr. Miller has endeavoured to maintain his con-
nection with his “old boys.” And the one thing
which cheers him most and inspires him with the
deepest joy is to see his students lead lives of
noble aspiration and faithful struggling with the
problems of life. While in India, much of his
correspondence, to which he gave a considerable
portion of his time was conducted with his former
students to whom he was always accessible in
person. Even after his retirement, he has been
keeping on his correspondence with his ¢ old boys’
and he has been sending every year to the College
Day Meeting messages, each of which may, not
inaptly, be described, ‘a feast of reason and a
_ flow of soul.’

In one of his numerous letters he offers a solu-
tion to the thorny question of religious instruction
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in schools and colleges. He is a strong advocate
of direct religious instruction but the variety of
creeds and sects in India does not perplex him.
He says:—

No insurmountable difficulty ought to be or need he
caused by the variety of creeds and sects which, as all
men kuow, exists in India. Let each company of those
who maintain educational institutions based upon the
principle of forming character aright be faithful to the
beliefs by which they wish their own lives and influence
to be regulated. ILet them see to ifi that such beliefs
have an all-prevailing influence on the instruction afford-
ed in their institutions so that the students who go out
from these may he expected throughout their lives to
give evidence of tne moral and religious temper which
theic training has inspired. Let not only tolerance but
respect for beliefs and opinions different from those
under which he has himself been trained be instilled into
the mind of every student. In the state of thought
which appears to me to be becoming prevalect among
the products of modern education throughout Southern

. India, it is far indeed from hopeless that sentiments like
these will animate all who care for their country’s well-
being, may summon to work for the diffusion of real edus
cation, that is to say, of education inspired by moral
purpose and directed towards moral ends.

When such views as I am advocating begin to prevail
there will be no need of digpute .with those who hold
that the maintenance of some educational ipstitutions
which are secular alone is for special reasons and in
exceptional circumstances an unfortunate necessity.
Exceptions to general rules must always be allowed for.
The one great matter is that the moral and religious
element should be conspicuously presentiin the great
mass of the institutions in which the education of the
people is carried on. If you work earnestly to secure
that this shall henceforward be the case, you must treat
as opponents those only who regard an education that is
purely secular not as an oceasional or temporary neces-
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sity, but ag a final goal, I would indeed have you to:
oppose with vigour all men, if such there be, who con-
tinue deliberately to hold that everything religious or
moral may safely be neglected in colleges and schools
and consequently that the moulding of character aright
lies outside the function of ordinary education.

During the first ten years of his stay in India,
Dr. Miller became associated with the work of
the Madras University. His sound scholarship
and zeal for education made his presence on the
Senate very useful. He was for many years
Examiner in English and History. He was
created a Fellow of the University in 1867 ; and
in 1871, he was appointed to deliver the Convo-
cation Address. The Address is an inspiring and
thoughtgul one.

Dr, Miller was a Member of the Syndicate for
along time. And he always took an active and
useful part in the deliberations of that body.
To use an expressive term of Mr. Cook of
Bangalore, *“ he has been the ¢ spinal chord’ of the
Syndicate.” He was Chairman of the Boards of
Studies in English and History for many years.
He served on various committees of the Univer-
sity, and on each of them he left the strong
impress of his work. There was no important.
debate in the Senate in which he did not take
part and shape the discussion and in which his



21

individuality was not deeply felt. He had also
the unique honour of delivering the Convocation
Address a second time in 1894—*“a privilege
which he utilised in exhorting those who are
to be, in a more real sense than their ancestors
have been, the makers of India, to strive to attain
those strong elements of character which have
made the Western nations an invincible power in
the world and have a thousand-fold increased
" their serviceableness in the economy of the race.”
. In 1882, when Lord Ripon constituted his
famous Education Commission, Dr. Miller was
invited to serve on the same. The Commission
was presided over by Sir William Hunter and
the recommendations of the Commission have
been aptly described as - the great Charter of
Aided Education in India” as will be seen from
the brief summary of the recommendations given
below. On this Commission, Dr. Miller ¢ worked
with all the enthusiasm inspired by a keen sense -
of the far-reaching issues that hung upon its
decisions, not only for this country, but indirectly
for other countries also.” On this Commission,
Dr. Miller was essentially the champion of aided
éducation. In him, not only Mission Schools but
- indigenous schools and colleges found an advocat;é.
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« But his advocacy . of their interests was only
subordinate to, and indeed prompted by, his
desire to get done the very right thing, both
morally and in respect of expediency.” Here is a
standing testimony to his absolutely disinterested
services on the Commission. In Chapter VIL,
Section 10, paras 519 and 520 of the Report of
the Commission, the following passages occur :—

“ At the same time we think it well to put on record
our wnanimous epinion that withdrawal of divect
departmental agency should not take place in favour of
Missionary bodies, and that departmental institutions
of the higher order should not be transferred to Mission-
ary management. . . . . It is so manifestly desir-
able to keep the whole of the future development of
private effort in education free from difficulties
connected with religion, that the course which we
advise seems to us to be agreeable to the spirit, if not.
to the letter, of the strictest doctrine of neutrality. . .
. . . The higher education of the country will not
be on a basis that can be regarded as permanent or
safe, nor will it receive the wide extension that is
needed, until the larger part of it at all events is
provided and managed by the people of the country for
themselves.”

A resident of Simla wrote at that time :—

“ Both at Calcutta and here, the Rev. Principal Miller
of the Madras Christian College, has rendered eminent:
service. This was expected by those who knew his
ability and his influence in Madras ; but no one could
have anticipated that he could bave won, as be has
done, the admiration not only of the accomplished
President, but of colleagues, some of whom had views
and aims very different from Mr. Miller’s,
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It is easy to recognise in every line of the re-
commendations of the Commission the strong im-
press of Dr. Miller’s keen intelligence, far-seeing
statesmanship, wide sympathies and genuine con-
cern for the welfare and advancement of this
country. Dr. Miller holds these views strongly and
gave expression to them in a letter to the Press.
Here isan extract from it which shows how
much importance he attaches to the extension
of the system of grants-in-aid.

The great purpose of the Commissicn was to show
how the principle laid down in the Despatch of 1854
might best be carried out in practice. Its central re-
commendation for the accomplishment of this end was
that whilst existing State institutions of the higher order
should be maintained in complete efficiency wherever
they are necersary, the improvement and extension of
institutions under private management must be the
principal care of the Department. Now the extent to which
education is healthierand more hopeful in Southern India
than elsewhere is largely caused by the effect that has
been given to that recommendation there. It has nof,
indeed, been acted on with much steadiness or continui-
ty. Still, from time to time it has gunided practical ad-
ministration to a not inconsiderable extent., This has
been productive of good results, which are visible
enough, though I canpot charge upon them or even
spoon them here. On the other hand one of the main
reasons why educaticn in Bengal has fallen into the
condition described by your Correspondent is that this
and all other recommendationsof the Commission of
1882-83 have been almost wholly neglected in practicat
administration here.

It may be noted in passing that Dr. Miller
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was invited by Lord Curzon to take part in the
deliberations of the Conference which sat at Simla
previous to the appointment of the Indian Uni-
versities Commission of 1902.

The unselfish and useful labours of Dr. Miller
were recognised by the Government of India and
the people among whom he laboured so long and
so faithfully. The Government recognised his
educational services by conferring on him a Com-
panionship of the Indian Empire. Dr. Cooper
spoke thus about this honour conferred on Dr.
Miller :

¢ Although the address says nothing of the now his-
torical Educatlon Commisrion, a brief allusion to the
part takén by Dr. Miller in it will not be out of place in
this connection. The Ovders passed by the Government
of India in accordance with the recommendations of the
commission have justly been designated * The Magna
Charta of aided Education in India.” The fact, there-
fore, gracefully recognised by the bestowal of the Order
of the Companionship of the Indian Empire, that no
single member of the Commission had greater influence
in procuring that great charter, would of itself, were
there nothing else, be a suﬁ'iexent reason for holdmg him
in grateful 1emembra.nee

Shortly after the University of Aberdeen, Dr.
Miller's Alma Mater, conferred on him the honor-
ary degree of L, L. D. And, later on, the Univer-
sity of Madras, in grateful recognition of his

valuable services in the cause of higher education
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in South India conferred on him the all but uni-
«que honour of the degree of L. L. D.

He was appointed the Vice-Chancellor of the
University ofMadras—the first time in the annals
of that body that a non-official was selected for
" that high office. He was also returned by the

University to the local Legislative Council more
than once.

His own Church appreciated his services and
wished to reward him, but he refused to receive
any honour that would necessitate his absence

' from the sphere of his labours in Madras. He
was appointed by the General Assembly of the
Free Church in 1893 to the professorship of
Evangelical Theology at the Free Church éollege,
Edinburgh,—an office which he declined. The Free
Church Committee in Scotland unanimously resol-
ved to invite their renowned Missionary ab
Madras to take the Moderator’s Chair at the
General Assembly of 1895. This is an honour
accorded only to the very foremost sons of that
Church. Dr, Duff of Calcutta, and Dr. Wilson
of Bombay were similarly honoured in their time
but probably none has hitherto been called to
§ll the worthy office at such an early age as Dr.
Miller. -



26

His opening and closing Addresses to the
General Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland
in 1896 as the Moderator are well worth reading.
He spoke there, as usual, frankly. Speaking of
the rather rapid conversion of the ¢ depressed
classes ” in India to Christianity, he said :

“ The desire for freedom from crushing burdens,
for elevation in the social scale, for many good things of
the world like these,is the mainspring of this movement,
as certainly as the longing to pass from slavery into the:
good land beyond the desert inspired the multitude that
went out from the house of bondage. Yel the impres-
sion has got abroad that those who are thus gathering
to Christ’s standard are in the full evangelical sense con-

- verted men, in short that we have in India a repetition
not of Moses and the Exodus, but of Peter and the day
of Pentecost. And no very strenuous effort to correct
the false impression is made by those who lead the
movement.”

“ In no land, whether nominally Christian or not, can
the Church do her appointed work without cordially re-
cognising that divine power acts as well around her as
within her. She is the pillar and ground of the truth ;
she is meant to be the central force in all that is domne
for the salvation of mankind. But she can fulfil this
great ideal] only by assimilating whatever of truth and
goodness the divine compassion works out by other
agencies than bers,—only by accepting the servant’s
place,—only by confessing sadly that in proportion to
her opportunities she had failed more. shamefully than
even the votaries of the systems from which sheis tempt-
ed to turn away with self-sufficient loathing and
contempt.”

Though Dr. Miller did not take a very active
part in the political activities of the day, still he
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identified himself with public movements in
Madras whenever the importance of the occasion
demanded it. He gave valuable evidence before
the last Public Services Commission. Years ago,
when there was a great Mass Meeting held at
Madras to protest against the annual exodus of
the Government to the Hills, Dr. Miller
condemned the action of the Government in
unmistakable terms, His joining in that emphatic
protest gave weight to that movement; and his
name was rveferred to in that connection in the
House of ILords as that of “the well-known
schoolmaster of Southern India.” In 1891, Dr.

Miller presided over the public meeting he]d at
the Victoria Public Hall to urge that immediate
steps should be taken towards improving the
sanitary condition of the City. His address on
the ¢Cost of Progress’ was a warning to thos

who think the way to the land flowing with
political milk and honey, short and easy.

Towards the close of the year 1891, a move-
ment was set on foot to erect a statue of
Dr. Miller in Madras. And in a comparatively
‘short time the money was subscribed for and in
1901, the statue was unveiled by Lord Ampthill.

The statue is an excellent likeness of Dr. Miller






