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THE “FRIENDS OF INDIA” SERIES:

This is a new series of short biographical
sketches of eminent men and women who
haye laboured for the good of India, which the
publishers venture to think will be a welcome
adlglihion to the political and historical literature
of {the country. These biographies are so written
as |to form a gallery of portraits of permanent
intjerest to the student as well as to the politi-
cign, The aim of the publishers is not to
cas\t them in any conventional mould bul to
portray in an appreciative spirit, with the
stifictest regard for truth and accuracy, the
clharacters of the men and the extent and
vqlue of the services done by them. To
mlake these sketches interesting to Indian
redders, copious extracts from the speeches and
wrfitings of the friends of India on Indian
Afffairs have been given. This series in-
clides, among others, the sketches of eminent
friends of India like Lord Ripon, Lord Morley,
Tojrd Minto; Lord Macaulay, Edmund Burke,
Ch'arles Bradlaugh, John Bright, Henry Fawcett,
.A. O. Hume, Sir William Wedderpurn,
Siv)Henry Cott 'm and Muvs. Annie Besant. ‘Vith
a vliew to place the series within the easy reach
of tlhe public, the sketches have been priced: at
anifias four a copy.
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H. E. Sir Arthur Lawley, H. H. Sir Andrew Fraser and
Lord Ampthill. Price AnnasTywelve.
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Thenvy JFawcett.

ENRY Fawcetf, the subject of this-
sketch, was one of those Dritish states-

men who have shed lastre on the name
f England as the seat and home of the august
1other of free nations. He was one of the
Waoblest of Englishmen. He had none of that
insularity which narrows the vision and outloolk
| of many an English politician who, like the

i Roman citizen of old, considers himself tc
{ smploy the strong arm of Brifish justice to

of lace of England among the great nations
3 f the world and used his knowledge in the

“ righteousness

"}“:;,-pirib of the great maxim
B olteth a nation.” He was, of course, no
‘ éi ddist or fanatic. One-sided enthusiasm and

‘E‘fimited range of ideas characterise the
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faddist and the fanatic. But Fawcett was a
man of liberal culture, large and luminous
ideas, and deeply versed in the great art of
responsible  statesmanship.  He  possessed
an Imagination and a heart, which enabled
him to wunderstand the feelings of other
differently circumstanced ; and no Englishmar
of his time realised the magnitude and gravit:
of the Indian problem more fully than he did
India never had a greater and more sincer
friend.

Henry Fawcett, who was bhorn in August,
1833, was the third child of his father William
Fawcett by his marriage with Mary Cooper,
daughter of a solicitor who was agent for the
Liberal party in the town of Salisbury. Wil
liam Fawcett was a man of indomitable
energy and  enterprise. A  native of
Westmoreland, he left it to seek his
fortunes in London. He did not long re
main in London, but moved to Salisbury whex
he was first employed in the shop of a draper.
On the retirement of his master he opened ¢
draper’s shop himself.  He prospered i
business to such an extent that in the year
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of the Reform Bill he was elected Mayor
of Salisbury by a Corporation the majority
of which belonged to the Tory party. He
was, of course, a political reformer, and so
was lis wife who was noted for her robust
common sense ; and their son Henry inherited
the qualities of both. William Fawcett
was an ardent Free Trader, and Cobden
and Bright were his personal and political
friends with whom he had oeccasional discus-
sions on public questions and financial
; policy. Henry Fawecett must have been
influenced by what was passing around him.
He must also have been impressed with the
coudition of the peasantry under Protection.
But we are told that he was not a precocious
_child. His first teacher, Mrs. Harris, had
occasion to remark that the boy preferred the
streets to the school-room. It is, however, worthy
~of note that even asa boy his curiosity was
| aronsed by whatever he came across. His
Biographer says that his father’s patience was
~ often tried by the ceaseless string of questions
- prompted by what he saw and heard. He was
- constantly enquiringabout the prices of different
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he meant to be a member of Parliament, an
avowal then received by ‘roars of laughter.’
His Queenwood experience lasted some eighteen
months. In 1848-9, he was sent to King’s
College School where he carried off many
prizes for his proficiency especially in mathe-
matics. At this time Dr. Hamilton, the Dean of
Salisbury, was consulted by Mr. Fawcett, senior,
who showed him some of the boy’s mathema-
tical papers. The Dean said that the lad ought
to go to Cambridge, and to Cambridge he
went, the College chosen being Peterhouse.
At Cambridge, though its moral standard,
according to a distinguished authority was, in
certain respects, far from elevated, Fawcett led
a blameless life. His friends came to value
him for his great intellectual qualities. ““ Half a
dozen promising lads ” says Leslie Stephen
“can do more to educate each other than all
the tutors and professors can do for them.”
Fawcettand his friends became a power for good.
All the set were mathematicians, typical Cam-
bridge men, who repudiated Carlyle as a re-
actionary and looked to John Stuart Mill as
their great prophet. The centre of this group
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to be a staunch advocate of its people. In
the following year he completely lost his eye-
sight. He went out shooting with his father
who fired at a bird. A few pellets, howerver,
diverged and struck the son through the eyes,
and ‘Henry Fawcett was blinded for life. He had
to abandon the idea of his being called to the
Bar, but courageously set his mind upon enter-
ing the House of Commons, his maxim, in spite
of his blindness, being that life might become
a burden if life mo longer meant action.
PROFESSOR OF-POLITICAL ECONOMY.
Though blind he became an active fignre at
Cambridge. He entered, heart and soul, into
the life of his University and contributed not a
little to its amenities. He took part in many
discussions and read papers at the meetings of

- scientific bodies elsewhere. He became pro-
. foundly interested in the writings of Charles

- Darwin with whom he kept a close correspond-

| ence. He, however, confined himself to the

- study of the subjécts which were peculiarly
- identified with the University of Cambridge.
: Metaphysics, “theology and the classies had no

E__ﬂfih‘action for him ; and to no author was he so
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Miss Millicent Garrett, and the marriage took
place in 1867. The union was one of the
happiest. Mrs. Fawcett was fully qualified to
take an interest in all her husband’s intellec-
tual pursuits, and, indeed, shared his political
principles.

One feature of his work as a political econo-
mist we must notice here since it hag a certain
bearing on a particular aspect of present
Indian conditions. Co-operation, as illustrated
in the constitution and working of Iundian
Co-operative Credit Societies, was first popu-
larised, among others, by him. He main-
tained that co-operation would reconcile the
advantages of large and small farming, and
that in industries it represented the only
solution of the perpetual conflict between
capital and labour. It would lead workmen to
recognise the necessity of leaving sufficient
profits to the capitalist, give them interest in
their work, and ultimately replace some of the

~ advantages of the old domestic system which
bad been broken up under the growth of
gigantic factories. Co-operation was valuable
in Fawcett's eyes as it was a mode of elevating
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the poor by the application of their own re-
sources. He separated himself from the school
of absolute laissez-faire by holding that the
State must do something to stimulate private
energy, without, of course, regarding, as
Huxley did, that the doctrine of absolute
laissez-faire  meant State nihilism. He
was also an advocate of a mnational and
unsectarian system of education as a meces-
sary condition of economic prosperity. He
spoke and laboured in and out of Parliament
in favour of a compulsory system of education,
in order to improve the condition of the labour=
ing classes,—he defended the scheme upon
the strictest grounds of political economy.
EARLY POLITICAL. CAREER.

Fawcett’s first public appearance was at the
meeting of the British Association at Aberdeen
in September, 1859, at which he read a paper
upon the “Social and Economical Influence of
the New Gold.” He astonished the audience by
the clearness with which he expound ed his eco-
nomic theory and marshalled his statisties ; and
the discovery of Fawcett was the most remark-
able event of the meeting. Subsequently, he
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public career down to its close, was a warm
friend of India whose devotion to its cause was
a dominant feature of his public life. India
occupied a place even in his school essays. In
his undergraduate days, at Cambridge, he had
taken up a book from the University library
on India, which first roused his interest and
kindled his imagination. There were other
influences at work. His friends J, S. Mill and
Thornton, the well-known critic of Mill’s wage-
fund theory, were both in the India Office and
could speak with authority on Indian affairs.
Another - friend, C. B. Clarke, who was in
the Indian Educational Department, furnished
Fawcett with his own impressions. Some of
Fawcett’s vast store of knowledge about India
thus acquired he made use of in his Manual of
Political Economy. His first utterance on
India was in 1867 when it had been decided
to give a hall to the Sultan at the India
Office the expenses of which were charged
to Indian revenues. In reply to a question
in the House of Commons by Fawcett, Sir
Stafford Northcote justified the course adopted

on the ground that the ball wag a return for
)
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years, and Fawcett was one of its most
active members. Nothing definite and decisive
came out of this Conimittee, but the mass of
information collected and presented made a
deep impression on British public opinion.
Fawcett presented a petition to the House
of Commons from natives of India and Euro-
pean residents, demanding greater economy
and complaining of the expenditure on
public works. He moved that it would be
desirable to send a Commission to India
to obtain evidence on the spot. At
the suggestion of Sir Stafford Northeote, he
withdrew the motion. During the debate on
it there was a sharp passage of arms between
Fawcett and Mr. Grant Daff, the Under-
Secretary. The latter used most provocative
language and repeated all the familiar argu-
ments about, creating and deepening discontent
in India by unwise and ill-timed discussion of
Indian matters in the House of Commons.
He anticipated what his successors in more
modern times have been saying about the
work of the friends of India in Parliament
but Fawcett kept his temper., He had another
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encounter with the Under-Secretary in connec-
tion with the new Engineering College at
Cooper’s Hill the establishment of which he
criticised as a deviation from the principle of
open competition. Mr, Grant Duff replied
that competition was becoming a fetish with
the British people; to which Fawcett re-
plied warning the Under-Secretary against
another fetish—the fetish of officialism.

In 1872 and 1873, he delivered two remark-
able speeches on the Indian Budget; and
competent critics of the time declared them
to be among the most wonderful intel-
lectual efforts that they had ever witnessed.
FRawcett held that the finances were the key
| of the situation. To direct attention to the
| financial condition and thus to obtain securiby
~ for better administration and clearer state-
- ments in future was his one great object.
- Fawcett’s main contention was that India was '
;a poor country. He maintained that the
L Enghsh people failed to appreciate the extreme
 Darrowness of the margin which divided the
~ great mass of the population from the starvation
limit, His first object was “‘to make it obvious
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of frequent famines and with silver going down
- in value, no financier could depend upon land
as a safe and stable source of revenue. As regards
opium there was an element of uncertainty in
an income dependent upon the demand from
a foreign State, a demand which might be ex-
posed to competition or prohibited altogether.
The salt revenue was a tax upon a necessary of
| life pressing upon the poorest part of the popu-
lation and admitting of no increase. It was Sir
Cecil Beadon, Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,
that once said that he would rather have his
right hand cut off than be a party to increase
the salt tax. Customs, excise and stamps were
- not to be looked upon as reliable sources of
income, and the repeal of the cotton duties by
- Lord Lytton in 1879 in opposition to the views
of a majority of his Council as a concession
to demands from Manchester was a proof of
What Fawcett endeavoured to urge upon the
{ attention of the House of Commons. The
 difficulties of direct taxation were then suffi-
| clently indicated by the objections to the
| income-tax which was condemned by three
 Successive finance ministers—Sir Charles Tre-
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while

velyan, Mr. Laing and Mr. Massey
the existing sources of revenue were considered
unreliable and no new sources could be dis-
covered without inflicting hardships on a poor
population, the charges due to the rise of
prices and to the growth of the administrative
system were increasing, involving a correspond-
ing addition to the burden of debt. Fawcett,
therefore, urged a strict and unrelaxing
economy in order to produce and maintain a
perfect financial equilibrinm. He pointed out
that a sound position must be attained rather
by restricting expenditure than by increasing
income.

Parliamentary control over Indian affairs
should, he pointed out, be effective. Quoting
an expression of Lord Salishury, he said that
the jealous watchfulness of the House of
Commons would be the best protection of
the people of India against any injustice which
the exigencies of the English party system
might inflict upon it. The Secretary of State
for India, he observed, belonged to a Cabinet
in which he was the only member interested in
Indian affairs. If, with the support of his





















