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FOREWORD

In the long and distinguished galaxy of Peshwas
Baji Rao Ballal was unequalled for the daring and origi-
nality of his genius and the volume and value of his
achievements. He was truly a Carlylean Hero as King
—or rather as ‘“Man of action.” If Sir Robert Walpole
created the unchallengeable position of the Prime Minister
in the unwritten constitution of England, Bajirao created
the same institution in the Maratha Raj at exactly the .
same time.

And yet no worthy study of such a career was writ-
ten in English before this volume, and indeed no full and
correct history of Bajirao could be written before 1930,
in which year the vast mass of Peshwa State Papers (in
Marathi) preserved in the Poona Daftar began to be
published and a few years later Chevalier P. S. Pissur-
lencar and Dr. Braganza gave to the world the invaluable
original documents of that time in the Portuguese langu-
age, and the Jaipur Maharaja’s archives were ransacked
yielding the best raw material for the history of the Ma-
ratha penetration into Northern India during those years,
mostly in the Persian language. Before that date our
knowledge of this great Peshwa and his times had been
confined to Grant Duff’s book composed a century and a
quarter ago at the dawn of Maratha historiography, which
was supplemented merely by the Persian sources on some
special campaigns used by Irvine in his Later Mughals
and some Marathi historical letters printed by Parasnis
(viz. the correspondence of Brahmendra Swami) and
Rajwade (relating to the Janjira Campaign),
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But the revolution in Maratha historiography which
has been created by the discovery and publication of ori-
ginal sources in diverse languages in the life-time of the
present generation, had not before this been represented
by any attempt at presenting a synthesis of these materi-
als. That much needed work has been now done by Dr.
V. G. Dighe in the present thesis composed in 1940-41
and by Rao Bahadur Sardesai in his new Marathi Riyasat,
Vol. -V, published a year later.

Dr. Dighe’s work of which I was an examiner, im-
pressed me so much by its outstanding merit that I moved
the Bombay University to assist in printing it and placing
it before the vast English reading public. This has now
been done and the students of Indian history will be thank-
ful to the University for its liberality to scholarship and
to Dr. Dighe for presenting us with a scientifically writ-
ten and full history of one of the most momentous epochs
in the life of the Maratha race.

As the title of the book indicates the author’s main
subject has been the expansion of the Maratha power
during those eventful years (1720-1740), and naturally the
details of the internal affairs of Maharashtra have been
crowded out by the bigger issues of foreign policy and
military adventure which had to be minutely and critical-
ly studied here. But even in the domestic or constitution-
al sphere a valuable contribution of Dr. Dighe is his
fresh and penetrating analysis of the relations between
Raja Shahu and his great minister by which much popu-
lar misconception has been corrected. Dr. Dighe has
made a compact presentation of the subject and touched
up salient features with a commendable economy of
words. But the chapters on the Janjira Campaign and the
capture of Bassein in this volume are the most detailed
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and documented accounts of these two heroic achieve-
ments of the Maratha race to be found in any language
and they lead the reader by clear steps through the tangled
maze of war and diplomacy and their interaction. Here
is new light presented in its full splendour.

This volume will form a very valuable addition to
the growing literature on Maratha History, and long con-
tinue as a standard authority in its own field.

JADUNATH SARKAR



PREFACE

The Marathas, a war-like people, inhabit the western
part of the Deccan. Their early history is lost in dim
antiquity. From the 5th century onward rose mighty
kingdoms in the land, the Chalukyas, the Rashtrakutas
and the Yadavas which knit the Marathas into a homo-
geneous people. Under the aegis of these native dynas-
ties the Marathas attained prosperity beyond measure :
they developed their free institutions, built lovely temples,
* perfected their language and enriched their literature.
After that for four centuries the tide of Islam swept every
thing before it. Alauddin Khilji’s warriors carried the
crescent to the southernmost corner of India and with
the fall of the great Vijayanagar empire in 1565 under
the hammer-blows of the Deccan sultanates, disappeared
the last vestige of independent Hindu power in the south.
Islam became triumphant throughout the length and
breadth of this land.

The defeats of their armies in the field, the destruc-
tion of centuries-long dynasties and the ruin that follow-
ed in the social structure of society, brought on the child-
ren of the soil a feeling of despair and deep frustration and
created in their mind a sort of inferiority complex that
they were no match for the foreign invaders, that they
were in no way worthy to administer their affairs and that
it was wise to reconcile themselves to the change of rulers
and bend to the wishes of their new masters. It is to the
glory of the Marathas that they were the first to shake off
this intellectual paralysis and strike boldly for the libera-
tion of their homeland. Their early struggle for swaraj
under Shivaji's leadership is now familiar to students of
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history in the works of Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Prof. Raw-
linson, Mr. Chintaman Waidya, the two Kincaids and
the essay collection published by the Shivaji Karyalaya.
The consolidation of Maratha power and its expansion
beyond the limits of Maharashtra under Bajirao I is a
less known chapter of Maratha history and the present
work is the first attempt of its kind to place it before
readers in a scientific manner.

Bajirao is looked upon as the greatest personality
after Shivaji in Maratha history and the story of his
career has an abiding interest. = His achievements may
be summed up as the establishment of Maratha supre-
macy in the Deccan and of political hegemony in the north.
When he was called to the Peshwaship in 1720 the Ma-
ratha state was in a perilous condition. It was a house
divided against itself, menaced on the east by the great
Nizam-ul-mulk, its march southward barred by the same
power and large part of its territory on the western sea-
board yet in foreign hands. At his death he left the na-
tion strong and united, its friendship solicited by Rajputs
and Bundelas and its alliance courted by the Mughal
rulers. The policy of northward drive the Peshwa pursu-
ed so vigorously soon brought the Marathas to the gates
of the imperial city and made them dictators of imperial
policy. These stirring events are unfolded in the follow-
ing pages.

The present work was submitted to the University as
"a thesis for the Ph. D. degree in 1941 and is now being
published in a somewhat modified and abridged form.
I take this opportunity to express my gratitude to my
guide Sir Jadunath Sarkar without whose help and
encouragement the work would never have been attempt-
ed. Thanks are due to Major Dr. Maharaj Kumar
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Raghubir Sinh of Sitamau for allowing me the use of
valuable Persian MSS. in his possession and Father Candes
of the Portuguese Church in Poona who kindly read with
me the Portuguese records on the subject. Prof. Potdar
at great inconvenience to himself went through the manus-
cript and made valuable suggestions. My friends Messrs.
Khare, of the Itihas Samshodhak Mandal, and M. V.
Gujar were likewise helpful to me in the preparation
of the work. Lastly I must acknowledge my indebtedness
to the University of Bombay for the substantial financial
help it has granted towards the cost of the publication of
this work.

Bombay, V. G. DIGHE
1st. Nov. 1944,



CHAPTER 1
FAMILY AND EARLY LIFE

Two personalities loom large in the history of the
Marathas, Shivaji the founder of the independent Maratha
Power and Peshwa- Bajirao I, the founder of their empire.
They tower head and shoulders above their contemporaries :
their policies and actions completely influenced and moulded
the shape of things to come.

Bajirao the eldest son of Balaji Vishwanath Bhat, was
born on 18th August 1700.1 The Bhat family came of the stock
of Konkanastha Brahmins who are even at present known for
their intellectual acumen, industry and‘perseverance. Bajirao’s
forefathers were the hereditary Deshmukhs or revenue collectors
of Mahal Danda Rajpuri and Adhikari of Shrivardhan in the
Janjira State.? This office may have been acquired by the
family at least a century before Bajirao’s birth.? Except for
their connection with this tract very little is known of the
earlier generations of the Bhat family.* The first man to
enlerge from obscurity was the father of Bajirao, Balaji Vishwa-
nath. With the foundation of Shivaji’'s power in Maharashtra
began a migration of adventurers and career-seekers to his king-
dom and the Bhats were no exception. Their sympathies and

1. Bh. Itihas Samshodhak Mandal Quarterly, Vol. XVI, No. 3,
p. 72 prints a horoscope from which this year is taken.

2. Ait. San. Sahitya III, pp. 113-26, gives information cf the
Peshwa’s Watans.

3. Varshika Itivritta, Shake 1837, p. 96.

4. The Hakikat of the Bhat family printed in rumal No. 2 by
Bhave, says that the grand-father of Balaji Vishwanath was a Sardar
of two thousand troops under Shivaji. The Hakikat was prepared
in the 19th century and has no value as a contemporary record. It
givgs no authority for the statement, which must therefore be dis-
carded.
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connection with the Angrias® brought them into trouble with
the Sidi of Janjira in whose territory lay Shriwardhan. To
escape from the harassment of the Sidi Chief, the Deshmukh
of Shriwardhan, Balaji Vishwanath left his homeland and
settled at Saswad. His knowledge of revenue matters made his
services welcome to the Maratha chiefs.¢

The times following Shivaji's demise were stormy. The
Revenue had to be collected not in a settled country, but from
a territory which was overrun and occupied by armies.” This
kind of work required a man who knew not merely the intri-
cacies of revenue problems, but could cajole the peasantry and
Mughal officials or fight the latter when necessary. Balaji
Vishwanath’s qualities eminently fitted him for this task. He
is first mentioned in 1696 as Sabhasad of Prant Poona.® From
1699 to 1702 he acted as Sar Subahdar of Poona? and in 1702
is found defending Sinhagad under the command of Dhanaji
Jadhav.!® Between 1704 and 1707 he worked as Sar Subahdar
of Prant Daulatabad.!® An old Bakhar represents him as
mediating for the release of Shahu by back-door methods in
1705.*2 It was quite natural that in his capacity of Sar
Subahdar Balaji Vishwanath may have made contact with the

5. Peshwyanchi Bakhar p. 5. Duff. I, p. 342, and S. P. D. VII
40. The latter paper says that Balaji Pant Nana emigrated to the
Desh country and later acquired the Peshwaship. If he had left his
homeland much earlier, in Shivaji's time, how could he have estab-
lished an intimate connection with Kanhoji Angria which was so
helpful to him in 1713? The cordiality between the two families
is also exemplified by the letters passing between them. How could
Balaji establish these cordial relaticns with Angria if his family had
long before left their homeland ? Angria rose into prominence in 1698.

6. Bhat Peshwe Gharanyachi Hakikat, p. 73, MSS. record.

7. It was probably Double Government : See Khafi Khan in
Elliot & Dowson, Vol. VII, p. 374.

8-SR XXX =N ol 41

9. Itihas Samgraha, Peshwe Daftarantial Mahiti, pp. 122-24,
Purandare, I, No. 12.

10. Purandare Daftar I, No. 21.

11. TItihas Samgraha, pp. 124-26, and Purandare Daftar.

12. Tritiva Sammelan Vritta, (1837) pp. 86-90.
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royal prisoner. In 1707 he appears to have risen to the post
of Diwan of the Senapati'?, and with Khando Ballal persuaded
his master to espouse the cause of Shahu who had returned to-
the Deccan, and thus helped his king to win his first important
victory at Khed.’* Shahu on his coronation in January 1708
conferred on Balaji the title of “ Senakarte ”1 maker of armies,
showing the high estimation in which he was even then held by
his royal master. Dhanaji Jadhav died in June 1708 and was
succeeded by his son Chandrasen. When a dispute broke out
between the Senapati and Balaji Vishwanath, the Sovereign
supported the latter as against the Senapati,'® giving another
instance of his confidence in Balaji. The fortunes of Shahu
reached their lowest ebb in 1712 : he was abandoned by his
Senapati ; his Sarlashkar was disaffected towards him ; Kan-
hoji Angria threatened to march on Satara ; and his supporter
Zulfigar Khan was no more. In this critical hour he was saved
by the genius of his “ Senakarte.” Raising a fresh army Balaji
Vishwanath defeated Chandrasen Jadhav, fought the minor
rebels and for crippling the power of Tarabai, appears to have
fomented a revolution in the Kolhapur camp.!” Kanhoji
Angria he conciliated later by leaving him in possession of his
conquests and recognising the Konkan as his sphere of influence.
As the ablest servant of the sovereign, he was appointed Peshwa
in November 1713'¢ and held that post till his death in 1720.
He scored his greatest diplomatic triumph when he concluded
the treaty with Husen Ali Sayyid, the Subahdar of the Deccan
securing to Shahu Shivaji's conquests and legitimatising the

13. Rajwade, II, p. 7. :

14. Rajwade, IV, p. 33 ; Peshwa Bakhar, (Sohoni), p. 3 : Bhat
Peshwyanchi Hakikat, (Bhave), p. 73.

15. MSS. records. The account of Chaskar Joshi says it was
conferred on him while Shahu was conducting operations against
Rangna : also S. P. D. XXX 2.

16. Shahu Bakhar, pp. 28-29.

17. Kincaid and Parasnis II, p. 151 : there is however no
direct evidence to prove Balaji's complicity in the revolution at
Kolhapur which according to Bawda Daftar, I, occurred in 1714.

18. Shahu Rozkird, p. 42.
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Maratha claims of Chauth and Sardeshmukhi over the six
Subahs of the Deccan. In pursuance of this agreement he ac-
companied Husen Ali to Delhi,’® had the treaty ratified by an
unwilling monarch?? and returned to the Deccan in 1719.
Bajirao was trained under his father in diplomacy and
war. The education of a Brahmin boy in reading, writing,
accounts and a little Sanskrit was a matter of course, and the
Second Peshwa underwent this formal education. But he
did not remain long confined to his books. From very early
times he showed a special aptitude for the military profession
and accompanied his father in several expeditions. He was
with his father when the latter was tracked down like a hunted
animal by the infuriated Senapati in 1710 ;> in 1716 he shared
his father's imprisonment at the hands of the rebel Damaji
Thorat when he had to subsist on parched rice and gur.??
During the last two years of his father’s premiership he held
an important military command under him?® and visited the
Delhi Court.2* After his return he marched towards Kolha-
pur.2s  He thus knew at first hand the currents and cross cur-
rents of home as well as foreign politics and was far better
equipped to shoulder the responsibilities of his post than any
other person at the Court when called to the Peshwaship.
The several problems that confronted the young Peshwa
were a legacy of his father’s policy. It had not been possible
for Balaji in the short space of six years of his Peshwaship to
bring the great feudatories under the effective control of the
Sovereign or define their relations with the central authority
closely. All over the country these chiefs raised forces, and
fought and harassed the Mughal officials. Their actions to be

19. S. P. D. XXX, pp. 224-265.

20. The text of the treaty is given by Mawji and Parasnis, in
treaties, Engagements and Sanads, No. 1.

21. Shahu Bakhar, p. 28.

22. Ibid, p. 35, and Rajwade II, p. 29.

23. Shahu Roznishi No. 108. The correct year for this is 1718.

24, S. P. D. XXX, pp. 260-62.

25. Balaji Bajirao Roznishi, Bajirao’s itinerary, p. 219.
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effective required to be backed by an organized authority and
animated with a common purpose. By the exigencies of the
situation Balaji Vishwanath had been forced to make a depar-
ture in favour of these chiefs ; they were left free to manage
affairs in their conquests in return for their recognition of
Shahu’s authority. But it was necessary that the Royal autho-
rity, if it was to be effective, should be strong enough to over-
ride that of the feudatories and bend them to its will.

Maratha supremacy in the Deccan had been conceded by
the defeated Mughals and recognized in the treaty of March of
1719. That treaty however had been concluded by the Sayyids
who were out of favour with the new Emperor, and within a
year their party was overthrown at Delhi and their rivals came
into power. The Deccan was seized by the Nizam, the most
capable among the Mughal chiefs. He was not likely to res-
pect an agreement concluded by his opponents which made a
mockery of his authority. A part of the Swaraj territory was
vet in the hands of Mughal officials like the Sidi of Janjira and
had to be wrested from them. The civil war with the Kolha-
pur party was only in abeyance, the faction of Sambhaji refus-
ing to accept a subordinate position.

Added to this were the Maratha claims on Malwa and
Gujarat which had not been admitted by the Mughal Court.
As a reply to the Mughal offensive against their homeland, the
Marathas had crossed into these provinces to cut off the rear of
the enemy and had made inroads as far as Sironj and Kala-
bagh even in the days of Aurangzeb. These had been repeated
with greater boldness in the second decade of the 18th century.
Important outposts like Songarh had been seized in Gujarat,
while in Malwa the Marathas fought the Imperial Subhadars
with varying fortunes. But these attempts, not being backed
by organized authority, could not produce the impression neces-
sary to establish the Maratha claims over these tracts. The
Peshwa was determined not to lose the advantage of the ground
thus prepared, but to consolidate the gains and make a further
advance. He had seen enough of the Mughal Durbar to con-
vince him of its weakness. The parties anxious to dominate
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at the Court wwere bidding against each other for Maratha co-
operation and the young Peshwa was too shrewd not to perceive
the advantage such a situation gave him. The material neces-
sary for making the preponderance of his state felt in the
imperial councils was ready at hand. The war of liberation
had taught every Maratha peasant and villager to wield a
weapon and roused the martial instincts of the nation as never
before. These Maratha warriors had not only withstood the
enemy'’s onslaught, but worn him out. The time had come to
carry the war into the enemy’s camp ; the nation was ready for
a soldier to lead its myriads of horsemen for conquest.

Thus the situation though bristling with difficulties, was
full of promise. It was handled by the young Peshwa with
bold imagination and consummate skill. During the twenty
vears of his Peshwaship he had established beyond challenge
Maratha supremacy in the Deccan by defeating Nizam-ul-
mulk at Palkhed, overawed the lesser chiefs by destroying the
Senapati at Dabhai, recovered Maratha territory from the Sidi
and the Portuguese, while in the north he laid firmly the
foundation of Maratha power in the provinces beyond the
Narbada, and paved the way for a further advance.

CHAPTER II
SUPREMACY IN THE DECCAN

The first serious problem that confronted the Peshwa was

“the security of the Maratha homeland. After a bitter struggle
with the Mughals the Marathas had succeeded in driving them

out and regaining their independence. But that independence

was not safe so long as the enemy continued to hold posts in

Maratha terrltory and encircle it completely. The conquered

countries of BlJapur and Golconda with the subah of Daulata-

bad (representing the old Mughal conquests) had been consoli-

dated into one big province and placed under a Governor from

Delhi. The extent of the territory and wealth of that province
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made it a soyrce of potential danger, and afforded the enemy
a base from which to launch a fresh offensive against the
Marathas. So long as this danger near home was not
mastered and brought under control the independence of the
Maratha state must always be in peril.

The war of liberation had rid the Marathas of this night-
mare and the position had been further consolidated by the
growing weakness of the empire. The superior claims of
the Marathas had been tacitly recognised by Zulfigar Khan
when he granted them the Chauth and Sardeshmukhi of the
six subhas of the Deccan: His successors—Nizam-ul-mulk
(1713-15) and Husen Ali Sayyid (1715-18) who had attempted
to follow a strong policy had failed miserably and the latter
had found his safety in coming to an understanding  with his
erstwhile enemies by not only surrendering the whole of the
territory in Maharashtra belonging to Shivaji (Swarajya), and
recognising the new conquests made by Parsoji Bhonsle in
Gondwan and Berar, but also granting their claims to Chauth
and Sardeshmukhi over the revenues of the Mughal Deccan.t
A political revolution at Delhi soon destroyed the Sayyids’ party
and transferred power to the Turanis : the province of the
Deccan came to be ruled by the Nizam, the ablest of the Tura-
ni or Mughal chiefs, who was unfriendly towards Maratha
aspirations and unwilling to compromise with them. He was
not likely to surrender his authority without a contest and his
course required to be closely watched.2

The Deccan had a peculiar fascination for the Nizam.
Having spent his early years there in the southern campaign of
the Emperor Aurangzeb, the Nizam knew no other country or
people better than that of the Deccan. On the fall of Zulfigar
Khan in 1713 he was called to Court by Farrukh Siyar and
was sent to the Deccan with the title Nizam-ul-mulk.?

1. Khafi Khan, pp. 467-8.
2. 1Ibid., pp. 488-508 and 512-17, Irvine II, 40-9.
3. Dr. Khan's Nizam-ul-mulk, pp. 42-65, Irvine I, pp. 270-1.
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The first period of the Nizam’s Governorship lasted from
May 1713 to June 1715 and did not pass uneventfully. It may
in fact be said that the policy he later followed towards the
Marathas was formulated during his first viceroyalty of the
Deccan. Separated from the heart of the Empire by a long
distance, the province offered great possibilities to an ambitious
man and the Nizam was not slow to perceive them. The only
effective opposition to the establishment of his power came from
the direction of the Marathas and to check their power and
keep it in effective bounds became the watchword of his policy.
But the Nizam had not forgotten the lessons of Aurangzeb’s
fruitless campaigning of twenty-five years. He knew that the
Marathas were too strong to be attacked in their homeland and
he could not expect to succeed where the Emperor backed by
the resources of the empire had ignominiously failed. He
directed his energies to prevent their expansionist activities by
repudiating their claims to the revenue of the province under
his command.

He understood full well that the repudiation of these
claims was a challenge to the Marathas and would involve him
in a long protracted struggle with them for which he was not
at all prepared. In order to divert their pressure therefore,
he took advantage of the dissensions prevailing among them.
His diplomacy went a long way in disrupting Shahu’s author-
ity ; he was however soon recalled to Delhi and was succeeded
by Sayyid Husen Ali. The Sayyid in 1718 in order to defeat
the machinations of the Court sought an understanding with
the Marathas granting them Chauth and Sardeshmukhi over
his govt. and bowing to their superior authority.*

The ratification of the treaty took place in March 1719,
but within a year the Sayyids’ influence at the Court was
completely subverted by their opponents. Nizam-ul-mulk who
was then holding Malwa as Subahdar and who had long nursed
thoughts of revenge against the Sayyids, revolted openly and

4. Khafi Khan, pp. 466-68.






