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THE ARCHIVES OF HYDERABAD 

வ Central Records Office, Hyderabad, is 

at once the treasure house and the custodian 

of all non-current records of Government offices 

in the State. To this end it advises the various 

Departments on the care, preservation and weeding 

of the official papers held by them. 
The twofold objective of the Central Records 

Office, which functions under the administrative 

control of the Education Department of the State, 
is to help scholars in salvaging the heritage of the 

past and to facilitate the use of records in the 
business of the Government. By its work the 
Office has not only prompted the Government to 
make increasing use of its services but has aroused 

public interest in historical documents. 

The early history of the Central Records Office 
goes back to the Daftar-i-Diwani, Daftar-i-Mal, 

Mulki, Darul-Insha, etc., which were the fountains 

of authority functioning directly under the Asaf 
Jahi rulers and their deputies, the Madarul-Mahams.



The administrative setup, civil and military, 

under Asaf Jah I was in many respects similar to 

the Moghul administration, and matters pertaining 

to military supervision such as the appointment, 

posting and dismissal of the rank and file; the 
appointment of revenue officials, farmers of revenue, 
police functionaries; the control and’ supervision 
of revenue and disbursement, and all categories 

of accounts ; the grant of titles and sanads for the 

various grants; maintenance of troops, Waqai- 
Nigari, settlement of the boundaries of villages— 

and in fact all State business—was dealt with 
through the Daftars of Diwani and Mal, which 

served as the central offices of the Government. 

When Sir Salar Jung I became Prime Minister, 

the same system of. administration was followed, 

but during his regime it was replaced by him by 
new offices like the Accountant-General’s Office; 

the Central Treasury and various Secretariats. 

In the new regime, although the Daftar-i-Diwani 

and the Daftar-i-Mal ceased to exercise the 
executive functions allocated to them until then, 

nevertheless, since the grants were continued, 

the work of issuing sanads in regard to land and 
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cash grants continued to be done through these 
Daftars, and the verification of such sanads and 

grants is still included in the functions of these 

Daftars. 

The immense value of these Daftars lies not. 

only in the conservation and maintenance of re- 

cords of the grants but they also serve as the reposi- 
tory of documents consisting of valuable material 

bearing on Indian history in general and Deccan 

history in particular. 
In the beginning, the Asafia riyasat was com- 

prised of the following six subas : 

(1) Khujista-buniyad, Aurangabad 
(2) Berar 

(3) Daruzzafar, Bijapur 
(4) Khandesh and Burhanpur 
(5) Farkhunda-buniyad, Hyderabad 

(6) Muhammadabad-Bidar 
The administration of these six subas, pertaining 

to the management of Sar-basta and Jjara, 1.e., 

farming of land revenue, the appointment of 
Collectors, the issue of sanads regarding various 
land and cash grants such as Jagir, Inam, Deshmu- 
khi, Vatan, Magta, etc., as conducted and executed 
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through the Diwan and the Peshkar, were entirely 
dealt with by the following Daftars : 

(1) Daftar-i-Diwani 
(2) Daftar-i-Mal 
(3) Daftar-i-Darul-Insha 
(4) Daftar-i-Peshkari 
(5) Daftar-i-Mulki 

In addition to these Daftars, there existed also 

other subsidiary Daftars which came into being 

from time to time, such as the Daftar-i-Istifa, 

Daftar-i-Manasib-o-Khitabat (dealing with the 
conferment of titles, honours and ranks) and the 

Daftar-i-Mawahir (controlling the manufacture of 
seals and badges), Munshi Khana-i-Khurd (Darul- 

Insha), Bakhshi-giri (Paymaster’s Office), and Qanun- 

gowi-wa-Chak-bandi (Settlement of the boundaries 

of lands and villages), and which were amalgamated 

with the Daftar-i-Diwani. Here is a brief account 

_ of each of these Daftars : 

DAFTAR-I-DIWANI. This Daftar controlled 

the civil and military administration of the four 
subas of the Deccan, namely, Aurangabad, Berar, 
Bijapur, and Khandesh including Burhanpur. The 
Daftar was under the custody of an old noble 
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Brahmin family of the Deccan, Raja Rai Rayan 
Amanat-want Bahadur, known as Sar Daftar or 

Daftardar. 

During the Premiership of Sir Salar Jung I, 
when the whole administrative system underwent 
a change, the executive functions of this Daftar 

were transferred to various new departments, but 
matters pertaining to the grant of land or cash 
were still dealt with through the Daftar-i-Diwani- 
In 1303 Fasli (1893 A.D.) the Nizam’s Government 
assumed control and placed the Daftar under the 
Finance portfolio. 

The documents in the Daftar-i-Diwani are esti- 
mated as follows : 

Sanads and documents 20,18,138 

Old files 16,185 

Registers 502 
DAFTAR-I-MAL. This Daftar controlled the 

administrative matters of the two subas, Hyderabad 

and Bidar. It was also in the custody of an old 
and distinguished Kayasth family, Raja Rajman 
Raja Shiv Raj Dharam-Want Bahadur Asifjahi, 
known as Sar Daftar or Daftardar. 

In the regime of Sir Salar Jung I, this Daftar, 
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like the Daftar-i-Diwani, confined its functions to 

supervising the work of issuing sanads regarding 

various grants and the verification of grants, and 

attestation of documents. 
In 1334 Fasli (1925 A.D.) the Daftar was amalga- 

mated with the Daftar-i-Diwani and was placed 

under the Finance portfolio. Three other daftars— 

the Daftar-i-Manasib, Mawahir and Qanungowi— 

were also taken over from hereditary custody and 

made over to this Department. 
The approximate numbers of papers of the 

Daftar-i-Mal are as follows: 

Sanads and documents 59,82,984 
Old files 23,128 

Registers 240 

DAFTAR-I-DARUL-INSHA. This Daftar came 

into existence in the reign of Nawab Mir Nizam 

Ali Khan Bahadur. In the context of conditions 

then prevailing, it began to function on the pat- 
tern of the Foreign and Political Department of 

today. 

It entered into correspondence with the Moghul 
Emperors, the Maharattas and the neighbouring 

- States, the Governor-General of India, and the 
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Governors of the presidencies and others. It 

was instrumental in the negotiations for peace and 
alliances, etc. One thousand three hundred and 

eighty-two files, composed of 7265 pages, instituted 
by this Daftar, have been handed down to the | 
Central Records Office, and their disclosures on 

the foreign and political activities of this Daftar 
are remarkable indeed. Nawab Aitesam-ul-Mulk, 

the Mir Munshi (Officer in charge) of this Daftar, 

supervised this work. In 1347 Fasli (1938 A.D.) 
this Daftar, which was then under the custody of 

Mir Suleiman Ali Khan, grandson of Nawab 

Rasheed-ul-Mulk, was added to the Daftar-i-Diwani 

as a subsidiary office. 

DAFTAR-I-PESHKARI. This Daftar served as 

the office of Darul-Insha, pertaining to the periods 
of Raja Chandu Lal and Raja Ram Bakhsh, who 
were Peshkars. It maintained’ records of all the 
original drafts and orders, endorsed by these two 
Peshkars, and these records assist in attesting the 

sanads issued through the Daftar-i-Diwani and 

Mal. Maharaja Sir Kishen Pershad Bahadur, 

Yamin-us-Sultanat, the Peshkar, inherited the cus- 

tody of this Daftar, and after his death, in 1351 Fasli 
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(1942 A.D.) it was amalgamated with the Daftar-i- 

Diwan. 

The documents in this Daftar are approximately 

_as follows : 

Sanads and documents 86,490 

Old files 27,000 
Registers 684 

DAFTAR-I-MULKI. This Daftar formed the 

Daftar-i-Darul-Insha of the periods of Nawab Siraj- 

ul-Mulk, Nawab Mukhtar-ul-Mulk, and the later 

Prime Ministers. It contained the original drafts 

of the sanads and the orders issued during their 

respective terms of office. Besides, it dealt with 
all administrative matters and political relations 
between the Nizam and the British Government 

at the time, and preserved the agreements and 
treaties concluded between the Governments. 

In 1338 Fasli (1929 A.D.) the Atiyat Section 

of this Daftar was transferred to the Daftar-i- 

Diwani. The documents in this Daftar are as follows: 

Sanads and documents 1,79,790 

Old files 16,662 

Registers 1170 

DAFTAR-I-ISTIFA. This Daftar, as its name 
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signifies, performed the special function, in accor- 

dance with the old procedure, of preparing and 

maintaining duplicates of the orders and sanads 

issued through the Daftar-i-Diwani. Military ac- 

counts are also preserved in this Daftar. 

In 1314 Fasli (t905 A.D.) this Daftar was trans- 

ferred to the Daftar-i-Diwani from the custody of 

Shri Srinivas Rao Jagirdar. 

The documents in this Daftar are estimated as 

follows : 

Sanads and documents 

Registers 

DAFTAR-I-MANASIB-O-KHITABAT « This Daf- 

tar maintained records of titles, honours and ranks, 

etc., conferred on distinguished and notable per- 

sonages in recognition of their meritorious services 

by the Rulers of the Asafia dynasty. Further, for 

the general verification of grants, reference is also 

made to this Daftar in regard to titles, honours, 

ranks and the names of the grantees, and to deter- 

mine the period of the grantee of the sanads in 

accordance with the titles, etc. The documents 

in these Daftars are as follows: 

Documents 4,637 

46,125 
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Old files 293 
Registers 9 

DAFTAR-I-MAWAHIR. It had been the custom 
to make seals of two kinds, the first being larger, 
containing the titles and designation of the office 
held by the person concerned, while the second 
was of a smaller size, containing his name and 
the titles, which was affixed on papers in place of 
his signature. The arrangement of such titles 

and names and the size and script, etc., was governed 

by an oldstanding usage and custom, and this 
was supervised by this Daftar in regard to all seals 
and badges. The Royal Seal, the seal of the realm, 

and also seals for all Government officials, title- 

holders, British Residents, Begums of the royal 
household, nobles, jagirdars and mansabdars, were 
prepared through this Daftar ; even today, the seals 

of all the Government Departments and badges 
are made through the intermediary of this Daftar. 

The record of the impressions of the seals and 
the documents in this Daftar are approximately 
as follows : 

Impressions of seals, etc. 41,601 
Parwanas (orders) 213 

MUNSHI-KHANA. During his Premiership, 
when Sir Salar Jung replaced the old system of 
farming land revenue by posts of Taluqdars to 
collect revenue and administer other connected 
matters, this Daftar, along with the Accountant- 

General’s Office, came into being to maintain 
official correspondence and convey administrative 
orders and instructions to the Taluqdars for the 
discharge and the execution of their functions and 

duties, which were similar to the work done by 

the present Revenue Department. In the year 

1348 Fasli (1939 A.D.) this Daftar was transferred 
to the Daftar-i-Diwani from the custody of the 

Accountant-General’s Office. 

The approximate numbers of papers in this. 

Daftar are as follows : 
Documents, etc. 238,739 

Old files 46,152 

Registers 1,764 

DAFTAR-I-BAKHSHIGIRI. In the past the mili- 
tary administration was divided into and conducted 

by several Serishtas, or minor offices, and the Serishta 

under the custody of Raja Shiv Raj Bahadur was: 
on his death, at first transferred to the 
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Nazm-i-Jamiat (Irregular Army Department ), but 
later on in the year 1347 Fasli (1938 A.D.) this 
departmental record was amalgamated with the 
Daftar-i-Diwani. 
Documents under this category are estimated 

as follows : 

Sanads and documents 27,300 
Old files 9,786 
Registers 779 

DAFTAR-I- QANUN-GOWI-WA-CHAK-BANDI. 
Formerly, when disputes arose regarding the boun- 
dary lines of the villages and lands, the clerk of this 
Daftar was deputed to proceed to the spot of the 
dispute and prepare a Chak-nama after the inspec- 
tion of the land in question, indicating therein 
its area and boundary lines, marked by him. The 
record of the Chak-bandi thus prepared has been 
preserved in this Daftar, and in addition to this, 
it contains a record of documentary papers, like 
sale deeds, bestowal deeds, and bonds, which are 
utilised for verification in matters referred to 
this Daftar. 

The numbers of documents, etc., are as follows : 
Documents, etc. 9,751 
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Old files 1,294 
Registers 4 

Besides all the Daftars mentioned above, documents 
and records to which reference is made in the 
verification procedure of grants, and other archives 
that bear historical value are from time to time 
being transferred to the Daftar-i-Diwani and Mal 
from other Departments. The following may be 
mentioned here : 
DAFTAR OF THE MOGHUL EMPERORS. The 
official documents and papers belonging to the 
reigns of Shah Jahan and Aurangzeb, kept in the 
Subedar’s office at Aurangabad, were removed to 
the Daftar-i-Diwani, in 1325 Fasli (1916 A.D.), 
The greater part of these archives pertains to the 
military administration of the Moghul Emperors, 
and are about 1,85,000 in number. 

Papers of Khazana-i-Amera: In 1351 Fasli 

(1942 A.D.) account papers like daily account 

books (Siyahas) and ledger books of receipts and 
disbursements were received, in the Daftar-i- 

Diwani, for preservation. These papers amount 

to nearly 13,09,025. 

Papers relating to mansab and cash grants: In 
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1351 Fasli (1942 A.D.) documents and the files 

of the Inam Inquiry pertaining to mansab and 

cash grants, comprising various Serishtas, i.e., minor 

offices, were transferred to the Daftar-i-Diwani. 

The numbers of such documents, etc., in this 

office, are as follows: 

Documents 17,000 

Old files 3,270 

Papers relating to the Inam Inquiry Land Granis : 

In the regime of Nawab Sir Salar Jung Bahadur 

in regard to the investigations that were being 

made into the nature of grants, etc., like Jagir, 

Inam land, Watan, Deshmukhi, and Rusums (fees), 

as well as their validity and the legitimacy of the 
claims of the grantees, statements showing the 

particulars and nature of the grants, rusum, etc., 

were prepared. At the end of each inquiry thus 
made, a muntakhaba was issued in favour of the 

grants, which is considered to be equal to a sanad. 

The duplicates of the muntakhabas issued were 

sent to the Daftar-i-Diwani and the Daftar-i- 

Mal, according to the respective divisions of the 

subas in relation of these grants. Even today 
the duplicates of such muntakhabas and the memo- 
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randums, containing the changes made from time 

to time in their entries, are being sent to these 
Daftars from the Atiyat Sections of the Government 

and also from the Sarf-i-Khas-i-Mubarak, and 

their entry is taken, in registers, kept separate, . 

for each district. 

The numbers of muntakhabas, memorandums: 

and statements in this Daftar are as follows : 

Statements and muntakhabas - 45,346 

Files 4,454 
Registers 238 

MINE OF INFORMATION 

The old records of the administrative offices of 

the State mentioned form by themselves a mine 

of information. To these have been added a 

considerable mass of historical documents and 

books, both printed and MSS. ., relating to the Moghul 

period and to the Asaf Jahi rulers of Hyderabad. 

More and more records are coming in from Govern- 

ment offices. The approximate number of all these 

papers is estimated at about two crores, which 

are mostly in Persian. Marathi, Urdu and Telugu 
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records also form a portion of the huge collection. 

A heavy consignment of records has also been 

received relating to the Political, the Constitu- 

tional Affairs, the Army, the Bab-e-Hukumat and 

Home Departments, etc., which number about eight 

lakhs. Weeding is in progress to pick out records 

of historical value and preserve them. 

The Rani Sahiba of Gangakhed has kindly donated 

a very large collection of records, which promises 

to be of immense historical value. 
A noble of Hyderabad, Nawab Enayat Jung 

Bahadur, has also promised to give his collection 

of rare and valuable papers to this Department. 

The Department trusts that this example will be 
followed by others in possession of historically 

valuable records. 
These records cover all aspects of life, political, 

economic, social and cultural, and yield fascinating 

and authoritative materials for the reconstruction 

of the history of Hyderabad. 

PRESERVATION OF RECORDS 

Location and accommodation are important factors 
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in the scheme of preservation. The Central 
Records Office is accommodated in two wings of 
a building named ‘‘Iram Manzil.’’ Its location on 
an elevated piece of land gives it the natural advan- 

tage of fresh and pure air in plenty. It is a pucca 

building, well designed and ventilated. 
Every possible care has also been taken to afford 

the maximum amount of protection to the records. 

A large portion of them is deposited in steel almirahs 
made specially for the purpose. The other portion, 
made up into bundles, is wrapped in pieces of 
thick cloth and placed on specially made racks. 
Flit spraying and vacuum cleaning is done regularly 
at fixed intervals. Naphthalene balls are used. 
Damaged and decaying documents are repaired 

and worn volumes rebound. There is a special 
staff skilled in the treatment of papers. 

CONTACT WITH OFFICIAL 
BODIES 

Although the Jagirs have been taken over by the 

Government, the Atiyat Department and the Jagir- 

dars have been approaching the Department for 
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verification of grants and award of copies of sanads 
and other documents in connection with pending 
‘cases. The number of such cases is considerable. 

The Government has also been contacting the 
Department to ascertain the import and meaning 
of the technical terms in vogue during the previous 
administration and the procedure adopted in the 
past in a given case. This work, requiring a 
comprehensive insight into the history of the pre- 
vious administration, is steadily increasing. 

RELATIONS WITH WORLD 
OF SCHOLARSHIP 

The Department has taken various measures to 
afford facilities and render the records available 
to research scholars. Rules for access to the records 
have been formulated and published in a small 
booklet for the guidance of research scholars. 
A complete set of lists and catalogues of all classes 
of documents and reference books has been prepared 
and maintained. Other steps are also under way 
further to facilitate researches. . 

The result of these measures has been an encour- 
aging response from research scholars which is 
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evident from their increasing visits to the reading 

room of the, Department. 

LIBRARY 

There is a library also attached to the Department, 

which forms an indispensable adjunct for consulta- 

tion and reference. It contains not only books on 

the old administrative procedure but also dictionaries 

and histories, particularly relating to the Deccan 

and Hyderabad, and also rare and valuable MSS 

and printed books in Persian, English, French, 

Urdu and Marathi. 

PUBLICATION PROGRAMME 

A five-year publication programme has been drawn 

up. The three branches of this Department, 

namely (1) Mughlia, (2) Asafia and (3) Marathi, 

have been making researches on the Moghul 

period and on the Asaf Jahi rulers of Hyderabad. 

Sorting, classifying and cataloguing, etc., of the 

papers is also being done side by side. 
The following books have been published : 
(1) Daftar-i-Diwani and Mal (Persian) 
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Memorandum on enumeration 

of people and cattle of the parganas of 

. a Aurangabad in 

. Shah Jahan’s reign 
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