
 



 



 



 



 



 



A POPULAR ACCOUNT OF THE WORK OF THE.’ 
MADRAS AGRICULTURAL DEPARTMENT. 

CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In attempting to give a popular account of the 
Madras Agricultural Department and its work, it may be 
as well first of all to consider why an Agricultural 
Department is necessary. 

2. It was well pointed out in a recent report that 
there are three stages of advance in the history of 
cultivation in India. The first, and most primitive 
method, is that of clearing and burning an area of forest, 
and raising one or two crops in the clearing, and then 
moving on to repeat the operation elsewhere as soon as 
the primitive fertility is exhausted. This method is 
extraordinarily wasteful, and with increasing population 
soon results in the destruction of large areas of forests. 
It was probably once widely spread in Madras, but has 
now become rare except in the Agency tracts and in 
parts of the West Coast and the Nilgiris. In the last 
district, one still seesthe Badagas and Kotas cultivating 
what is known as ‘“ Kaduholu” land or the plateau in 
the most casual manner. The consequence js that 
wretched crops are obtained and the top soil is rapidly 
washed away by the monsoon rains and carried down to 
the plains below by the river Cauvery, and all that is 
left is patches of sub-soil, an infertile, stiff, red and yellow 
clay. 

3. This form of cultivation was well suited to 
wandering tribes when the world was young and the 
population small. Atthe second stage, settled cultivation 
replaced this shifting cultivation as the population 
increased and communities were established to settle in 
definite places and form villages instead of wandering. 
But the cultivator still relied on the forest for replenishing 
the fertility of his cultivated lands; This was done 
either directly by removing leaves and bushes from the




