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3 : x PEDIGREE OF THE TONDAIMAN LINE OF PUDUKKOTTAT 3
3 AVADAT PAGHUN ' THA TONPATMAN better known as RAYA TONDATMAN, died 1661

). Raghunath. Raya Tondaiman
born 1641 ; succeea #l 1661 ; becatie Ruler of Budukkottai in 1686 ; died 1730.
Founder of the State.
% | I <C e A ;
Nallayi Ayi of the Panvikondar famil y. = Zirumalai Raya Tondaiman ; = Muttuvirayi Ayi of tl_m Malavaraya-family ;
7 " | died before his father in 1729, married with a sword.

I =
II. Vijaya Raghunatha Raya
Tondaiman

Namana Tondaiman.
Founder of Kulaitur branch of the family.

Ramaswami Tondaiman died 1736.

Namana Tondaiman.

[The line came to an endcabout 1750.]

Rajagopala Tondaiman Kamalembal Ayi.
died 1773, :

T'rumalai Tor idaiman

died 17794. :

Being very il | in 1789, — )

he waived his claim to succeed in favour |
of his elde st son, | |

|
IIT. Raya Razhunatha Tondaiman = ]
horn 17387 succeeded 1769 ; IV. Vijaya R&g}jnlmatha T;mdaima,n = Brihannayaki Ayi. Tirumalei Tondaiman,
£ 1 i

{Perumdevi Ayi. |

Vijaya Raghunatha Tondaiman — Minakshi Ayi.
died 1807.

born 1713 ; succeeded 1730 ;
died 1769.

Rajagopala Tondaiman Rajagopala Raya Tnmlainmn

* died childless 1811, died 1856.
died 1789 without male issue,

Akhﬁnmnm Ayi.

horn 1759 3 succecded $789 ;5 dlied 1807. Died childless 18: > t

Was granted the: Kilanilai territory. 0 {

Ammal Ayi. Radhakrishna Tondaiman = Kamalambal Ayi. Minakshi Ayi \

| | died 1907. | : {

V. Vijaya Raghunatha Raya Tondaiman born 1797 ; VI. Raghunatha Tondaiman = Kamalambal Ayi. {
succeeded 1807 ; minor till 1817 ; died 1825 withou t issue. born 1799 ; succeeded 1825 ; {

i died 1839, Rajagopala Tondaiman

Minambal Rajayi.

|
Periya Raja Ammani Brih:idamba = V(IT. RamachanAra Tondaiman — Janaki Subbamma

Chinna Raja Ammani
Saheb died 1836.

Tirumalai = Mathurambal < |
Saheb died 1840, i

Vijaya Raghunatha Tondiaiman
died 1914

Bai rh‘ahf;b | born 1829 ; succeeded 1839 ; Bai Saheb
(first] wite.) minor till 1844 ; died 1886 ‘(second wife.)
without surviving male issue,

Tondaiman Ayi.

died 1871, Ramachandra Tondaiman.

Kamalambal Raja Ammani Saheb

3 died 1903,

Married Rangaswami Singappuliar,
Zamindar of Kallakkottai.

aja Ammani [Saheb
died 1873.

tfami Panriko

: Mangalambal I Brihadamba Raja — Kolandaswami

Ammani Saheb Pallavarayar.
died 1903.

Sivarama Raghunatha
Tondaiman.

ndar. Died young in 1867.

Married Ayyasy

Brihadambal Ammani Raja.

1. Brihadambal Rajayi = Balasubrahamanya Raghunatha — 2. Brihannayaki Ayi =
: | L 3 { o died 1909. Tondaiman died 1903. died 1914,
Vijaya Raghunatha Brihadambal Rajayi — Muttu Vijaya . Mathurambal Rajayi ) Brihadambal Ammani Raja
Tivumalai Singappuliar  born 1874, Married to Sijigapuliaz Married the |

' married Vijaya Raghunatha Tirumalai Singappuliar.
died 1914 Balasubrahmanya died 1906,

Zamindar of ~
Tondaiman, died 1909,

Gandharvakottai.

ha
ung.

Vijaya Raghunaf

3. Janaki Rajayi. 4
: Tondaiman died ¥q

Ramachandra Tondaiman,

: |
R : . A male child, married Subbammal Ayi of Gillattur Zamin.

Tirumalai Tondaiman,

. Janaki Rajayi, born 1870,
marricd to Balasubrahmanya faghunatha
Tondaiman, Chinnaranmanai Jagirdar.

Bhairava Rama-
chandra Pallavarayar,
born 1874.

Vijaya Rjighunatha Pallavarayar, Minambal Rajayi,
born 1872, born 1873,
{ married to
i' I Rajagapala Tondaiman.

VIII. Martanda Bhairava Tondaiman Sankaranarayana
The present Raja ; Pallavarayar,
born 26th November, 1875 ; born 1878.
succeeded 1886,
* minor till November 1894,

Krishnasvami ‘ =,

Dakshinamurti
Pallavarayar, hor, 188,

Pallayarayar,
born 1879.
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PREIACE. °

HE history of the Tondaimans that will be found in
the work that is now offered to the public may be
taken to be a history of the State such.as was tequired to
be gotready vy the ruler of the State about eighty yer rs ago.
In June 1833, Sir William Blackburne, who had been for
sixteen years Resident of the State, wrote from England
to Rdj4 Raghunitha Tondaimdn Bahadiy as Tollows :—

“I wish much to have from you a History of your
family, from the period the most remote that authentic
documents can reach, detailing at length domestic and
foreign occurrences, your services to the Naig princes of
Madura and Trichinopoiy in their wars, your acquisitions
of Territory by their donations or by conquest, and detail-
ing also with all the precision which may be passible, the
services performed to the British Government in the Wars
in the neighbourhood of Trichinopoly and elsewhere, adher-
ing always with rigid strictness to Truth.”

It is hoped that the History in this book will be found
to have been prepared on the lines laid down in the fore-
going extract. i

L. The first chapter of the history deals with the pre-
Tondaimén period. Information will be found in this
chapter on _

(1) the antiquiiies of the State—such as megalithic
and earthenware tombs, caverns used as
herniitages, rock-cut temples, nse of Roman
coins in ancicnt times, inscriptions and
copperplates, :
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(29 ¢he settlements of the several castes and tribes

*such ,as the_ Kurnmbars,” the Velldlars, © the
« eighteen castés , Jihe Maravars, the Kallars,
" the Chettis, fhe Jdins and the Brahmins,

(8) the andient divisions of the tract comprising the
State and administration of these divisions
in the days of Chéla supremacy,

(4) four lines ef chieftains of whom no account will
be found in any other book, the information
given in this book having been collected mostly
from inseriptions,

(1) The Irukkuvéls of Kodumbilar, (i the 9sh and
10th centuries of the Christian era). See
Appendix A.

(1) The Pallavarayars of Vaittir, Perungultir ana
Kalasamangalam (1312 A. D. to 1686 A. D.).
See pp. 97-103 as alse Appendix B.

(iii) The Tévans of Saraikkudi, (1378 A. D. to
1608 A.D.). See pp. 82-84.

(iv) The Tondaiméns of Arantangi, (1426 A. D. to
1529 A.D.). See pp. 84-86.

(5) the Palayakirs and their ways, the Kallar classes,
their land, their ways and their chieftains, and
the relations of the country powers to the
Central authority at Madura and Trichinopoly.

The materials for writing this chapter were mainly

obtained from :

(@) old Tamil elassics (published and unpublished);

(b) old palm-leaf manuscript books and cadjan

records ; .

(¢) many copperplates, ahout one thousand inscrip-

< tions and a number of cadjan books and records,
which were specially collected for this book by
Mr. V. S, Vaidyanatha Aryar, State Archolo-
gist, to whom my thanks a-a due,
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II. In the second chapter of the history an aecount is
given

(1) of the settlement of the ‘fondaiméns within the
limits of the mouprn Pudukkottai Scate ;

(2) of their gradual rise to power by #heir successes
in various parts of Southern India and exten-
sion of dominion until they became rulers of
Pudukkottai in 1686 A. D., proved’themselves
indispensable to the Nayak Kings at Tiichino-

* poly and became practically independent in
1728 A. D.;

(2) of the spiritual Guru or Precepter of the second

- ruler of the State, to whose blessings are

* ascribed all the prosperity of the Tondaimans;

(4) of the Nawab’s invasion of Madura in 1732 ;

(5) of the Civil War in the Niyak kingdom ;

(6) of the invasions of the State by Chanda Sahib )
and Ananda Row of Tanjore in 1734 ;

(7) of the sufferings caused in the Tondaimdn’s land
by these ;

(8) of the invasions of t.he parts about Pudukkéttai
by the Nizam and the Marattas in 1741 ;

(9) of the help given to these by the Tondaiméns, efc.

Among the books and papers that were consulted in
drawing up this chapter may be mentioned
(2) the Tondaimdin Vamsdvali, a fairly reliable
aceount in Telugu of the Tondaimans fill
1750 A. D., and several manuseript baoks in
Tamil,
(b) the old Manuals and the new Gazetteers of the
; surrounding districts,
~ (¢) the late Mr. A Venkat Row’s unpublished Manual
of the State,



v PREFACH.

(4),and the most valuable Letters of the Madura
. Mission, of which the pcrtinent portions were
very kindly @tnd dt great trouble translated for
“ me into® Boglish from various European
languages by Rev. J. Castets, S. J., Parish
Priest of Pudukkottai, to whom my heartiest
thanks are due. These letters explain several
© points which seemed obscure to the authors of
the District Manuals and Gazettesrs.
IIT. The third chapter deals with the relations of the
rulers of Pudukkottai with the Nawab of the Carnatic and
the English. It shows ‘
(1) how the Nawab and the English were in extraordi-
nary difficulties at Trichinopoly ir 1752 and
in the Second Mysore War,and how the Tondai-
man gave them the most effective help,
(2) how in “ the Poligar Wars . he gave the English
the needful help and behaved so well as to
merit the commendation that ¢ indeed, in

T

whatever point of view it was considered, the
service which the Tondaiman had pelformed
was of the highest value”,

(3) how the Nawab was almost incessantly engaged
in wars and how he never failed to apply to
the Tondaiméns for help,

(4) how the Tondaimdns Sent armies after armies to
help the Nawab and the English ,

(5) how the Tondaiman was rewarded with exemption
from the payment of tribute and was treated
with special favour by. the Nawab and the
English, :

‘(6) k 0\;7 téle Nawab exercised his ughts as ¢ feudal
ord ™

(7) how the rulexrs of Ramrad, Udalyarpalayam, “and
some other States lost their sovereign rights,
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(8) how the Nawab got jealous of the ever growing
power of the English and wanted to check it,
(9) how ultimately on fecomt of the ex’maoxdmmy
debt in which e had managed ‘o plunge
himself, the Nawab had tc transfer the Carnatic
to the English, and so on.
It is hoped that, in addition to a detailed account of
the doings of the Tondaimdns from 1751 fo %807 A. D.,
a more intsresting general outline of the histery of the
Carnatic in the latter half of the eighteenth century will
be found in this book than in any other single volume.
Thne materials for writing this chapter were got mainly
from

(«) the books and pamphlets that weie published
in the 18th century (and in the 19th), relating
to the Wars in Southern India and the armies
that were employed in them,

(b) Pudukkottai Palace and Inam office records,

(¢) and the records of the highest value that were
applied for by me and were very kindly sup-
plied to the Pudukkéttai Darbar by the Madras
Government from the volumes of manuscripts
of Military Country Correspondence and of
Military Consultations in the Madras Central
Records office. Wherever a summary is given
of a letter bearing a certain date, the reader may
be sure that a copy of the letter is with me.

1V. The last chapter of the history deals with the
internal organisation of the State from 1807 to 1913 A.D.
and is based on the Palace records, the Darbar office
records, the annual Administration Reports of the State
and Special Reports written occusionally by the Residents
and Political Agenis of Pudukkottai. I may mention
that the a,ccount 4pp. 445-484) of the present ruler of the
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o
State, His HicENEss SRIBRIEAD sMBA DAS RA7A STR MARTANDA
BrArAvA ToNDAIMAN BAHADUR, 6. I E., was written by
Mr. B. V. Kametwara Aigar, ﬁo whom the Darbar assigned
the work. . SEiie e \

V. I ani eftremely thankfuf to the Darbar for their
kindness in entrusting the work to me, which I kave tried
to complete as well as I can. I have to thank M.
G. T. H. Bracken, 1.¢.s., and M. R. Ry. Vijaya Raghunatha
Durai Raja Avargal, Dewan of the State, for their great
kindness in reading the proofs and suggesting improve-
inents. I have also to thank various other gentlemen for
helping me ‘witk suggestions for improving the work.

A photo containing the likenesses of the Nawab
Muhammad Ali and Major Lawrence was kindly
furnished to the Dewan by the Prince of Arcot, to whom
our thanks are due. A photo of Sir William Blackburne
was kindly obtained for me by my friend, Mr. G. Rima
Ayyangdr, Sub-Assistant Inspector of Schools, Madras
Range, from the Palace at Tiruvidaimaruder through Mr.
P. C. Tiravenkatdichariir, Sub-Judge of Tanjore. To
both these gentlemen also my best thanks are due,

A special note must be made of the very great help
that I have received in preparing the manuscripts of the
book from Mr. A. Ramachandra Aiyar, Teacher of the
Maharajah's College, Pudukkottai, and for a long time my
clerk. E

I have finally to thank Mr. 8. Narayanaswami Aiyar,
Superintendent of Printing and Stationery, for his uniform
courtesy to me while the volume was in the Press and for
the meatness of execution which it oxhibits.

Sula.manga,la.m, - 5 A
Ja.nua.ry , 1916, ) - 5. RADHAKRISHNAN.



HE fine bridg‘e over the i
entrance 'to Madrid, the
the subject of some s

ulet, Manzanaios at the
pital of Spair, has been
asm.  Of the travellers that have
spoken in raillery of the hridue. ane is said to have remarked
that he had seen many rivers without bridges, Fut that at
Madrid he saw a bridge without o river. = Another is
stated to heve expressed himself more tersely in the words
‘ More water or less bridge. ” Similar remarks might be
made of this volume of over 500 pages. Some might say
““Show us the Pudukkottai State, for which we have
here a histovy of this size’. And some others might curtly
remark ¢ More area or less bulk.” :

Using the expressive, if not elegant, language of the
critical commentators on Tamil classics, T may say that
those that offer such remarks are “ u guri” or ignorant
men. The history will speak for itself and amply justify
the length of the narrative. Two or three facts may
however be mentioned here to show that the State is
not in reality as small as it may seem. :

I. Tt will be extremely difficult, if not imvossible, to
show another State or a portion of the British territory
of the size of Pudukkottai (about 1200 sq. miles) or of
several times its size, that tontains

(1) a historic river like the Vellar, which formed the

traditional boundary first between the Chélas
and the Pindyas and afterwards between the
Koénadu and the Kdnadu Vellalars, who for a
long time lived in the modern Pudukkéttai
territory in' peace, plenty and prosperity and
afterwards by their intestine quarrels weakened
themselves and led ‘o the settlement in their
land of vhe Maravars and the Kallars;
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(?) two caves or cavernswhich were used in very
. -ancient times as hermitages by Buddhist and
. Jain ascetics
(3) hundleds of dolmens or ‘“‘sepulchral uris’
pomtlno to the tract as a field of early ClVlll-
sation ;

(4) Sfteen Yock-cut temples which were excavated
between 600 A. D. and 800 A.T). and maay of
which contain inseriptions of the time of the
Pallava rulers ;

(5) a large number of ruined Jain temples and monas-
teries ;

(6) exquisite architectural work as at Madattukkdvil
and Tirukkulambir, which is in no way in-
ferior, with reference to the conception and
execution of designs, to any other in Southern
India ;

(7) and about 1,000 inseriptions, including a Brihmi
inseription of the second century B. €., several
inscriptions of the time of the Pallava kings,
and hundreds of inscriptions relating to the
Cholas, the Péndyas and the Vijayanagar
kings.

I may mention that the Hon'ble M. R. Ry. Dewan

Bahadur L. D. Swamikkannu Pillai Avavgal,  who has
made a special study of the Pandya inscriptions, has stated
that ¢ to give an idea of the value of Pudukkéttad i inserip-
tions, it will be sufficient to state that while in the Madras
Presidency about 120 dated inscriptions have been dis-
covered up to date for the Pindyas of the 135h century, in
Pudukkottai alone there a»~ 80 wdditional ingeriptions of
the same class and period.
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II. At the commencement of the eighteenth century,
there were a large aumber of more or less independent
States in the Tamil land, such as Tanjore, Ramnad,
Udaiyarpalayam and Aravakkuricchi, each of which was
more powerful at the time than the State ¢f Pudukkoéttai,
In about one hundred years from that time, all these
‘“ country powers ¥ had gone, leaving Pudukkottai as the
only Tamil State. 2

I belirve that this remarkable fact deserves detailed
consideration and explanation.

ITI. Pudukkottai enjoys the rare honour of not having
a pie of tribute to pay. And this honour the State has
enjoyed for the last 160 years. Further in the voluminous
correspondence in the latter half of the 18th century
between the Nawab of the Carnatic and the Madras
Presidency or Government, we find all the country powers
taken to task by the Nawab except the rulers of Puduk-
kottai, whom he always called his ¢ true and steadfast
allies ” and who, we find, ‘“ were honoured by being given
seats near the relatives of the Nawab.’” And we know
that a Tondaiméan ruler received from the English in 1803
a free gifti of a tract of land that yielded at the time an
annual revenue of Rs. 75,000. Why was such special favour
shown to the Tondaiméans by the Nawab and the Hnglish ?
The 1eason is not far to seek. From the very moment of the
‘connection of Vijaya Raghunatha Raya Tondaiman with
the Nawab and the English in 1751, we find the Tondaimdns
unshaken in their loyalty to these. There were in all about
twenty wars in Southern [ndia between 1751 A. D. and
1801 A. D., and there was hardly. a single war in which
the Tondaiméas, in spite of their small sized State, did not
send effective help to the Naweh and the English and win

their (repeated) thanks. 5
1
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I% ,was the Tondaimans that were pre-eminently
faithful - -

: <) when to usethe words of Col. Malleson, the

well-known wrlter of Several valuable warks on Indian
history, ¢ Trruhmopoly seemed to be at its last gasp in
7522

(ii) again when, in the Second Mysore War, to use
the language of Swartz, the worthy Protestant missionary
at Tanjore, ‘it seemed all the country peop:e wished for
a change”’, * Udaiyarpilayam, Ramnad, Sivaganga,
Tinnevelly and Madura were all up in arms against the
English ”’, and Tanjore ‘“ was suspected “;

(ii) and finally, when in ‘the Poligar Wars’,
Madura and Tinnevelly were all ablaze in repellion, and
the Company, in the language of a Governor of Madras,
“ needed the Tondaimdn’s attachment and fidelity for
staying the effusion of blood 2ud restoring peace and
order in the place of anarchy and confusion ”

In the language of another Governor of Madras,
“innumerable instances can be given of the solicitude
and anxiety of the Tondaiméns to further the interests and
prosperity of the English’’) and their services cannot be
better summarised than in the words of Captain Fyfe,
Resident of Pudukkodttai, who in 1828 wrote to the
Madras Government as follows :—

“It is impossible for any servant of the  Company
not to feel the ‘greatest regard and respect for the Tondai-
man fa,mily. In prosperity or adversity, from the earliest
period of our connection with them, they have never failed
us; neither considerations of danger nor allurements of
advantage have ever induced them to swerve from their
allegiance ; and their services sometimés in very critical
circumstances, when we were struggling for Empire, have
been eloquently recorded in the pagec of history ',
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Such extraordinary services certainly deserve to be
narrated at some length. -

IV. Again. as Sir William Blackburne, who knew
the relations of the English and the Tondaimins so well,
wrote about 1830 to the Chairman of the Court of Direc-
tors of the Bast India Company, ““the actual condition of
the Tondaiman family presents to the world 'a prominent
and living example of the wisdom and disinterestedness of
the Company’'s Government and of its ample performance
of every promise made under prosperous or adverse cir-
cumstaaces. The truly generous and notable conduct of
the Company to this family in acknowledgment of its
fidelity and devoted attachment for four successive generas-
tions and of its valuable and always ready services in times
of doubt and danger has established the reputation of the
Company's Government in the Southern Provinces of
India on the most solid foundation . * It hasalso’’, Sir
William added, ¢ very recently been the theme of applause
in my presence in Paris by Oriental Literati, who are in no
wise disposed, when not irresistably impelled by facts,
to praise the British Sovereignty in India.”

The book will thus be found to be a practical hand-
book on “ Loyalty to the British and its rewards ”.

Further, in narrating the story of the foundation of
the State, a good deal has had to be said about the settle-
ments in these parts of the Kallars and other tribes, the
ways of the Palayakars, the general insecurity of life and
property in their days, and their relations to the Nayak
Kings of Madura. The book will thus le found to be in a
way an introduction to the-history of a portion of Southern
India. c
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