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fees; ete., 1evicdcf0r the previous yar and Government wanted them to ex-
plain if the necessity for suchean a@ditional impost had been ascertained
and it could be raised without any undue préssure on the people, the
Commissieners state that experience has shown to them that several wealthy
inhabitan®s of Tanjore altogether escape a license tax that no undue pres-

" sure was likely to be felt by the additional levy and that the different modes
proposed by them were Lreally required. “Thé concluding remarks of
M.R.Ry. (afterwards Sir) A. Seshia Sastrial Avl., Secretary, to the Com-
mission, on the working of the Aect 1867-68 are worth quoting here, as every
word of his, though written 60 years ago, rings true and is equally appli-
cable at the present day:—‘‘The taxes had to be levied amidst much silent
opposition and distrust of the declared intentions of the legislature. The
Clommissioners therefere were only too anxious to show at the outset by
their works that the comfort and convenience of the people were of the
most paramount consideration. In addition to being called upon to pay
several taxes, which are proverbially unpopular everywhere, the public
have had to submit $o several restrictions created by the Municipal Act,
all of which more or less interfered with their established routine of life
and necessitated the extinetion of time-honoured usages. The Commis-
sioners therefore were slow to enforce the penal provisions of the act ....
................ In a few years more, the Commissioners trust that when
the works connected with the supply of good water are extended and im-
proved, the roads put in good order and the streets and lanes swept and
cleaned punctually, the unpopularity of the Municipal Law will wear away
and be suecceeded by a reaction which will strengthen the hands of the
Commissioners.”” Mr. (. Lee Morris, the President, in the course of his
endorsement on the above, adds: ‘‘Regarding the improvements in the

* cleanliness and appearamce of the® streets as well as in the state of the
principal roads, more especially in Tanjore, there can be no manner of
doubt ; for, driving in the streets is now a pleasure, whilst formerly it was
actually a penance.”’

11. The strength of the Commission was originally twelve including
the Kx-officio President and the Ex-officio Member. On 17-11-1866, Mr.
(. A. Parker, the then Assistanit Collector, was first appointed as Vice-
President. Some time later, the members of the ecommission chose one of
their number as Secretary to the commission. The office establishment at
first consisted of ‘a Manager, an English Clerk, a Vernacular Clerk and a
Surveyor and estimate-maker while conservaney work was in charge of a
nufsance Inspeetor. As early as 1870 the Commissioners resolved that the
electiveeprineiple should be adopted in the appointment of Commissioners
while the selection of a Vlee President was to be entrusted to the Govern-
ment. On 1*5—1811 ‘the Towns Jmprovement Act TIT of 1871 ecame into
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force and thenceforward the first April came to he recoghised as the first
day of the Municipal Official year.. , The new Act differed from the old,
in that it entirely relieved the Municipaj Commissieners of the charges
ineurred on account of the maintenance of the Police force, and the Govern-
ment, in their turn, withdrew the grant-in-aid they were making under the
old Act. The new Act also contemplated the conferring of the elective
franchise on the Commissioners, but the Comuhissioners af Tanjore were
of opinion that it was undesirable at that stage. About 1874 Government
thoved in the matter of the election of the Commissioners by the rate-
payers but as the rules for the conduet of elections were not finally settled
till 1879 the first elections of the Commissioners took place on 1—6—1880
to fill up 2 seats which had then fallen vacant.

12. The boundaries of the Municipality were: fixed by the Commis-
sioners in 1866 and an actual measurement of the sireets, roads, houses and
yacant sites seems to have been completed in 1868. There has been no altera-
tion or éxtension of the area attempted ever since. Soon after the intro-
duction of the Madras District Municipalities Act TV of 1884, the town was
divided into six wards and this was adopted as the basis during the town
survey which was finished in 1898. The strength of the Councill which
stood at twelve on the date of the incorporation of the Municipality, was
raised to eighteen in 1879 and further increased under the new act to
twenty-four of whom eighteen were to be elected by the rate payers and
the vest nominated by the Government. The distribution of elective seats
among the six wards was as follows :—

Wards I and V—two each, - . 2
Wards IT and IV—three each, \ .
Wards IIT and VI—four each. -

When Act V of 1920 came into force, these six wards were recast into
twenty-four for electoral purposes, each of them being made to return one
Councillor. 'With a view to ensure efficient supervision, however, the
Municipal area has been divided into five divisions for conservancy, three
for lighting, and a like number for the registration of vital statistics and _
vaecination. As for water supply, the area lying to the north of the Clock
tower which is supplied direet from the pumping station forms one divi-
sion, while the area lying to the south which is supplied from the reservoir
forms another. Tn addition to the twenty-four elective seats, the new <Act
provides for eight seats to be filled up by nominations by Government, pre-
sumably meant for the adequate representation of minority interests. The
strength of the Council on the date of this report is 31, one elective seat
yet remaining to be filled up. The Councib counts amongst its present,
members one Kuropean, two Anglo-Indians, of whom one is a lady, three
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