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vemarks that five languages were then spoken
in’ the Deccan which showed an equal number
of early’ national divisions, and that the most
ancient kingdoms were in the extreme south, in all
of which the Tamil language prevailed.

There are various records and traditions wehich
say that the two kingdoms of Pandya and Chola
were founded by Maravars, and that the former
derived its name from its founder who flourished in

' the fifth century hefore Christ, and, that in the
time of Ptolemy, an astronomer who lived m the
second century, the seat of Government was fixed
at Madura where it remained up to a century ago.

From all this it 1s evident that the kingdom
of Pandya was the seat of learning and. power
from the most ancient times, and that Maravars are
non-Aryans, because long before the coming of the
Aryans, they had been inhabiting a district in the
Deccan known up to this day as Marava Nadu,
““Marava province,” or Ramnad.

That Maravars have a history of their own of
great interest cannot be denied by any who have
studied minutely the ancient history of India.

The object of the writer in publishing this
work 18 not in the least to extol his own race or
to speak derogatorily of any other. ' As a Chris-
tian, he attaches no importance to caste or race.
His chief aim is to acquaint the reading public with
the character, social and religious condition, needs
and possibilitieg of thege his people, and to show how
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-classification did not delight in multiplying the class-
es. Accordingly, all the Tamil country was re-
duced to five and only five classes, the topography
of the country suggesting these divisions. If a portion
of land was hilly, the occupants of it were styled.
Tundavars, which in the hurry of speech became
corrupted into kuravars, the name being takenefrom
Jwndw, a hill. They raised all sorts of hill produce for
which they found a market in the low country.
The outcome of their labour proving in mosb
cases too inadequate to maintain them, they fell into
low pilfering habits in their visits to the plains.
Departure from honesty steadily practised by a com-
munity beeomes its revolting clan vice. They also
imposed upon the credulity of the ignorant masses
by offering to tell their fortunes for a pittance, and
a progeny of similar practices was added.as time
rolled on. For all that, the low-country people did
not lose sight of their cousinship with the lLusa-
vars till the latter became degraded to a degree
below all respectability and turned out to be the
wandering gipsies of the present day.

The occupants of fertile wood-lands naturally
turned their attention to cattle-driving and were
called Hdyars (shepherds). Their name literally sig-
nifies * The occupants of the intermediate lands.
Intermediate between what? Between the high
tracts from which rivers and brooks took their
source and the well-watered plains bearing a rich
cultivation. Such an intermediate tract can be
easily imagined as the best fitted for the luxuriant
growth of woods and forest trees since they do not
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-numerous of the two in the ancient Chola terrifory
of the present Tanjore, Trichinopoly, Arcot and
Chingleput Districts, and that the Maravars ave the
predominating class in the old Pandian circle of the
modern Madura and Tinnevelly Districts. What,
does this signify ? He that runs may read, that the
present clans of these respective titles are the sorry
debris of the old fallen dynasties that bore them
with honor. The truth also seems established that
the old Pandian dynasty was of the class of Maravars
and the Chola dynasty of Kallars.

A section of the Kallars is called Kalingarajar
(The king of Kalinga.) Whether this Kalinga is
to be construed as one of the 56 petty states into
which India was in olden times divided, or as a nut-
shell principality, that had started forth into life and
become extinct in the bosom of the Tamil country,
one cannot decide with certainty. But the clan
preserves the tradition that its founder was the
king of a certain Kalinga territory.

Another portion of the Kallars is known as
Moovarasar (Three princes.) This clan holds the
tradition that its family descended from three
princes who ruled three contiguous fortresses res-
pectively which they had won by their prowess.
Yet again a third section of the Kallars is known as
Mashavarayar (princes of the Mashavar class.) We "
know from authentic sources, as for instance the
Madivra-Kanchi, a Tamil poem of great celebrity,
that the Mashawars formed the stoutest cavalry that
in olden days rode forth against the hostile line of
war elephants.
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whom luxury had enervated and rendered effemi-"
nate. Having become under powerful leaders ‘a
body of warriors, they were constantly engaged in
conquest and robbery. They regularly exacted tribute
.from the pusillanimous Edyars and Velalars; they
built fortresses and strongholds from which they
marched forth to devastation; they trained their -
boys to archery and swordsmanship. It was a dis-
grace to a scion of the race to possess soft womanly
hands, to bear no scars of deep and ghastly sword-

. thrusts, to be ignorant of the use of the bow and
arrow, or to eat food that his own hands had honest-
ly procured and which plunder had not supplied.
They struck terror and awe wherever their raiding
spirit carried them and the result was that the wealk
inhabitants of the luxuriant plains humbled them-
selves arid implored the valiant free-booters, to treat
them as their children, worthy of their pity and
kindness and'not as their enemies, deserving extir-
pation.

In the period of the Tamil monarchies the Mara-
vars and the Kallars were chosen by the sovereigns
on account their valor and skill as the police-force
in peace, and were rewarded with a portion of the
revenue of the districts which they protected. This
mode of protection laid the foundation of the here-
ditary Kdival or Zemindary system in the South. The
hereditary Kavalgars were of four classes, the Arasu-
Kavalgars and the Nadwkavalgars, (that is, protectors
of districts and protectors of talugs) and Desaikaval,
and Stalam Kaval. Desai and Stalagyn mean rvespect-
vely, direction and place, and Kayal, watch.






