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PRETFACE.

THE gradual progréss, which is observ-
able in the advancement of the arts and
sciences, proceeding from the diligence
and abilities of numbers, rather than from
the genius or discoveries of individuals,
holds out an encouragement to all, excit-
ing each by the hope that he may add
something to the general stock of know-
ledge. Every one, therefore, who may
consider himself sufficiently fortunate to
have any thing to offer, may be expected
to present the result of his inquiries,
whether it be much or little.

The author of the following Treatise
has not the good fortune to be able to
propose an infallible remedy for any of
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the diseases incident to his fellow crea.
tures; but the knowledge, which the
experience of several years has enabled
him to attain in his profession, he
communicates to the public; trusting,
‘that, although his attention has been
confined to matters of less moment,
vet some importance may be attached
to the object he has pursued—the preser-
vation of one of our most useful domestic
animals.

Since the institution of the Veterinary
College, much has been done for the im-
provement of veterinary medicine; and
the diseases of the horse have been more
successfully treated: a large field, how-
ever, still remains open for discovery ;
many disorders are butimperfectly under-
stood, and some have resisted every effort
of medical skill. Previous to the adoption
of the present system of education, and
more liberal diffusion of veterinary know-
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ledge, the most experienced practitioner
could advance but little beyond those
who had preceded him ; and the progress
of the art, during a long series of years,
was, of course, inconsiderable : but, since
the establishment of the college, veteri-
nary education has assumed a new form,
and is conducted on the same principles
as the other departments of medical
science. By pursuing this track, there.
is reason to hope, that the veterinary
art will continue to advance, and its pro-
gress keep pace with the other branches
of knowledge.

No one can be more willing than the
author of this work to give a just tribute
of praise to those writers, who have hand-
ed down to us the practical information
they had obtained: their errours he
would point out with indulgence, rather
than with supercilious severity : under
the difficulties they had to encounter,






