





PREFACE:

1 have great pleasure in presenting to the
public in a collected form the speeches and wri-
tings of the late Sir T. Muthusawmi Aiyar, K.C.I.E.,
such of them as can appropriately be introduced
in a permanent literary volume, and T trust that
my humble' efforts in this direction will not fail
to be appreciated by my readers.

T freely confess that I do not lay any claim
to the merit of completeness. An exhaustive
collection, besides its utter impracticability, is in
my opinion an unprofitable task. Nevertheless, no
pains were spared to procure all available materials
of general interest. Old.newspapers, some of
them moth-eaten and wallowing in dirt were
diligently ransacked to obtain the'late Judge’s
public utterances, and an application was made
to the Chief Secretary to-Government, who with
ready condescension for which: I cannot be suffi-
ciently grateful, furnished me with some of his
valuable minutes on questions of importance sub-
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mitted at the instance of Government. It is,

however, much to be regretted that ¢the Elphinstone

Prize Essay of the Judge written while he was a

svudent for a copy of which the Principal of the

Presidency College was applied to, has not been

preserved in the college records.  1f there are any
other important omissions I trust that they will

be brought to my notice so that they might be

introduced in the second edition.

My most cordial thanks are due to Mr. Row-
landson for the interesting memoir which he has
been good enough to contribute as an introdue-
tion to the book, in which it has been our aim to
bring prominently to notice the influences that
were at work in the formation of the Judge's
character and the more salient features of his
remarkable career, rather than an attempt at an
enumeration of dry and uninteresting details.

It is singularly appropriate that the book
should be dedicated to the Chief Justice who had
been Sir T. Muthusawmi Aiyar’s colleague on the
Bench for alarge number of years, sharing with
him all the anxieties and responsibilities of his
high office ; and I am deeply thankful to His Lord-
ship for the permission that he so readily accorded
me to dedicate the book to him.
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MEMOIR,

There is no lack of material from which to compile a
record of the life of the late Sir T. Muthusamy Iyer, .c.I.E.
Whilst he was still amongst us, a notice of his career and
work appeared in Mr. L. N. Ghose’s book on “ The Native
Aristocracy and Gentry of India,” and an excellent life,
modestly entitled a ‘‘sketch,” appeared in the * Portrait
Gullery ”” of the Madras Standard. Since his loss the press
of this Province has given honorable place to reminiscences
of the incidents of his life, and to speeches recording the
estimate of his work and worth formed by his own country-
men and Englishmen, by officials and won-officials alike.
From a perusal of these there would seem to be no question
as to Mythusamy Iyer’s title te a high place on the bede-roll
of the great men of Anglo-Indian history. But although
only a few weeks have passed since he was taken from us,
and though to the vision of the large majority of those who
knew the man and his work there rests on him the nimbus
born of a tender regret, it is already manifest that there are
some, Englishmen in high office, and native lawyers in large
practice, who demur to his being accorded so high a position.
Tt becomes, therefore, the duty of the writer to endeavour to
S0 place the story of Muthusamy Iyer’s life before his readers,

“ as to enable them, when they have perused it and the literary
remains to which it is a preface, to form their own conclu-
sions whether the good man, the exceptionally able and
industrious man, and the eminently successful man, who has
gone from us, does or does not deserve to be reckoned a great
man,






