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AN ARCHAOLOGICAL TOUR IN

UPPER SWAT AND ADJACENT
HILL. TRACTS

—

INTRODUCTORY.

The present report is intended to record the archaeological results of an explora-
tory tour which the sanction by the Government of India of a proposal submit-
ted by me with the ready support of Sir John Marshall enabled me to carry
out from March to May, 1926, in the territories now subject to Miangul Gul
Shahzada, Ruler of Swat. In my Personal Narrative of this tour recently pub-
lished with the permission of Government® I have had occasion fully to indicate
the reasons which ever since the early years of my work in India had forcibly
drawn me towards this region hitherto inaccessible to European research.
There too I have described the recent developments of °tribal politics’ which
rendered it possible for me with the ready assent and under the protection
of the Ruler of Swat to realize the hope of explorations aimed at for over
thirty years. Here it may suffice briefly to mention the essential facts which
‘render this portion of the ground beyond the administrative horder of the
Indian North-West Frontier of special historical and antiquarian interest, and
to refer to my previous endeavours to approach it for the purposes of archaolo-
gical exploration.

Antiquarian interest of Swat.—It has been recognized long ago that the
fertile valleys drained by the Swat river, together with the adjacent terri-
tory of Bunér to the south-east, correspond to the ancient Uddiyana or Udyana,
to use the Sanskrit designation rendered familiar through an old popular ety-
mology.> The great fame attaching to this country in Buddhist tradition is
amply  attested by the records of the Chinese Buddhist pilgrims who eagerly
visited its numerous sacred sites, as well ag by manifold notices in the literature
of Northern Buddhism. The worship and culture flourishing here for centuries
were long ago known to have left behind their traces in numerous ruins. Some
of them had been exploited during recent times through irresponsible digging * for

1 0n Alexander’s Track to the Indus, by Sir Aurel Stein, Macmillan & Co., London-New York, 1929,

2 The researches of Professor F. W. Thomas and M. Sylvain Lévi have demonstrated the true form of the name
as attested by Buddhist Sanskrit texts to have been Uddiyana or Oddiyana ; cf. J. R. A, 8., 1905, p. 461 ; Journal
Asiatique, 1915, i. pp. 105sqq. M. Sylvain Lévi in the latter article has convincingly shown that the form Udyana,
the ¢ Garden,’ commonly accepted as the Sanskrit name of Swat is but an idolum libri, based upon a ©learned
popular etymology °. A gloss on the notice of Swat in Hsiian-tsang’s Hsi-yii-chi first records it. ‘
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2 INTRODUCTORY

sculptures; but all those in Upper Swat had remained unsurveyed. For
the historical student this region derives an additional interest, and one likely to
appeal to a wider public, from the fact that it can be shown to have been the
scene of important events in that arduous campaign by which Alexander the Great
prepared his way west of the Indus for the triumphant invasion of the Panjab.

The geographical facts which account for Alexander’s passage through Swat
and for the subsequent extension of his exploits to the hills lying east of it
towards the Indus have been fully discussed by me in the first chapter of
Serindia® and in my paper on ° Alexander’s campaign on the Indian North-
West Frontier.® The latter first set forth in detail the light thrown by my
explorations of 1926 on the localities which formed the scenes of the chief
events of that campaign, as recorded in the classical accounts that have come
down to us. But long before these explorations became possible I had en-
deavoured to reach that ground where alone a solution of much discussed
antiquarian questions could be sought. After the Chitral campaign of 1895
had brought the route leading across the Malakand pass towards Dir, together
with a comparatively small portion of Lower Swat, under British protection,
I was enabled through the help of the late Colonel (subsequently Sir Harold)
Deane to pay rapid visits during my seanty Christmas holidays of 1896 and
1897 to such ruins of Buddhist shrines and other ancient remains as could be
examined there.  Through the support of the same kind friend I was per-
mitted in January 1898 to accompany the field force under General Sir Bindon
Blood on the punitive expedition into Bunér and to use this opportunity for
an archaological survey of the chief ancient sites there traceable.?

Search for Aornos.—In 1904 Sir Harold Deane, as first Chief Commissioner
of the newly created North-West Frontier Province, through tribal arrangements
made it possible for me as the first Huropean to visit and survey the heights
of Mahaban.® There a conjecture first put forward by General Abbott fifty
years before and widely accepted had proposed to locate the rock stronghold
of Aornos, the scene of Alexander’s most famous exploit west of the Indus.
Careful examination on the spot proved that the topographical features of this
massif could not be reconciled with the details of the celebrated military feat
as recorded in the classical accounts. To search for its scene higher up on the
right bank of the Indus, as suggested by various considerations, was rendered
impossible by the state of ‘tribal politics® prevailing then and for years after,
On the start for my second Central-Asian expedition in 1906 I was, however,
able to take my way towards Chitral and the Pamirs by the route leading
past Malakand, Chakdara and Dir and thus to cross the ground between the
Panjkora and Swat rivers which must have seen the Macedonian columns pass by. 7

3 See Serindia, i. pp. 2 sqq.

* Cf. Geographical Journal, 1927, November-December, pp. 417 sqq. ; in particular pp. 423 sq.

5 Of. Detailed Report of an Archeeological Tour wzth the Buner Field Force, Lahore, Punjab Government Press,
1898 ; also reprinted in the ¢ Indian Antiquary,’” January-March, 1899.

6 Cf. Stein, Report on Archeological Survey Work in the N. W. Frontier Province and Baluchistan, Peshawar,
N. W. F. P. Government Press, 1905, pp. 19-31. 2

7 See Serindia, i. pp. 2 sqq., 21 sq.



INTRODUCTORY 3

After T had returned from my third Central-Asian expedition (1913-16) and
the strain experienced on the Frontier during the world war had passed by, I
made a fresh attempt in 1921 to reach ground on the Upper Swat river and Indus
hitherto closed to research. The attempt was prompted by a suggestion my
lamented friend Colonel R. A. Wauhope, R.E., of the Survey of India, had
made regarding a possible location of Aornos on a high spur which descends
from the Swat-Indus watershed opposite to the Black Mountains. My hope
of testing that suggestion by actual exploration was frustrated for some time
by the political situation, more than usually disturbed, which had arisen in
that region through struggles for the possession of Swat on the part of the
neighbouring chiefs of Amb and Dir. But in the spring of 1925, while on
deputation in England, I renewed my request in a letter addressed to the
Honourable Sir Norman Bolton, K.C.LLE., Chief Commissioner of the North-
West Frontier Province.

Midngul ¢ Badshah’s ’ rise to power.—Fortunately by then the outlook had
greatly improved through the rise to undisputed power in Swat of a very capable
ruler in the person of Misngul ‘Abdul Wadud Gul Shahzada, the only surviving
grandson of the great Akhund of Swat. Having driven out the invading forces
of both those chiefs he was soon able to extend his sway also to Bunér, to the
lower portion of the Swat Kohistan, and to the valleys of Ghorband, Kana,
Chakésar and Paran which lie between the Swat watershed and the Indus.
It was fortunate, too, that the political relations with Swat were then in charge
of my old and ever helpful friend Colonel E. H. S. James, C.LE., Political
Agent for Dir, Swat and Chitral. Acting under the instructions kindly given
by Sir Norman Bolton, and himself as always interested in my archeological
aims, Colonel James was able largely through his personal influence with the
Miangul ‘ Badshah’ to secure his approval for my intended visit and for the
researches I was anxious to carry out there.

Once his approval had been given, the Ruler of Swat, as which he has
since been formally recognized, showed his truly enlightened spirit by readily
allowing me to extend my explorations over most of his territories instead of
the comparatively small area to which my original request had applied. He
generously used all resources at his disposal to {facilitate my labours and to
assure to me free and safe movement on ground hitherto closed to Europeans.
In the same way he willingly assented to my archaological investigations being
accompanied also by such topographical surveys as this ground, but imperfectly
known before from native route reports and the like, necessarily called for.
Tt was no small privilege for me to be enabled to spend two and a half months
over antiquarian and geographical work in a region which presents exceptional
interest to the historical student and which for the most part had never been
visited by a Buropean since ancient times.  For all these advantages and
much kind hospitality besides I wish to record here my sincerest gratitude to
the Ruler of Swat.

Assistance for tour.— I must offer here my warm thanks also to those
on the British side from whom I received all needful help for the execution

B 2



4 INTRODUCTORY

of my plan. They are due in the first place to the Government of India in
the Education Department which on the recommendation of Sir John Marshall,
Kt., C.I.E., Director General of Archwology, sanctioned my employment on the
proposed tour and a grant of Rs. 2,000 to meet its incidental expenses, and to
Colonel W. J. Keen, C.I.LE., C.B.E., who, as Officiating Chief Commissioner of the
N. W. Frontier Province, greatly encouraged me by his kind personal interest
in the enterprise. Mr. H. J. Metcalfe, I.C.S., M.V.O., Political Agent, Dir, Swat
and Chitral, greatly assisted me in my tasks by useful advice and many proofs
of friendly care both before and after my start from his headquarters on
the Malakand.

To the Survey of India Department I feel greatly indebted for the
important help which as on many former occasions it accorded to me by
providing a fully trained and extremely hard-working topographical assistant in
the person of Surveyor Torabaz Khan. The plane-table surveys on the scale
of two miles to the inch which he carried in the course of our travel over a
total area of some 1,800 square miles, at times under considerable physical
difficulties, are embodied in the accompanying skeleton map of Swat and Ad-
jacent Tracts. To his unwearying efforts are due also the detailed map of the
Pir-sar area and the plans of the ancient hill strongholds near Bir-kot and
Udegram prepared under my direct personal supervision. For the careful
reproduction of the above maps at the Geodetic Survey Office, Dehra Dun,
my thanks are due to Colonel H. T. Morshead, R.E. In connexion with
practical archaological work I derived very useful help from the devoted exer-
tions of Naik Abdul Ghafiir, the capable ‘handy-man’ whose services with the
approval of the military authorities had been lent to me by that distinguished
Corps, K. G. O. Bengal Sappers and Miners.

Publication of results.—[f in the present report I shall be able to restrict
myself to a record of the purely archmological results of my tour, this is
mainly due to two previous publications. In Chapter I of Serindia, the report
one my second Central-Asian expedition, T have had already occasion fully to
discuss all date bearing on the ancient history and geography of Swat and
the neighbouring region which are preserved for us in Sanskrit and classical
texts or more plentifully furnished by the extant narratives of Buddhist pilgrims
from China. My personal narrative of the tour to which reference has been
made before, has afforded adequate opportunity to record such geographical,
ethnographic and other observations of a more general character bearing on the
present conditions of this region as may help to throw light on its past.
My paper on ° Alexander’s Campaign on the Indian North-West Frontier’,
published with the permission of Government in the Geographical Journal, has
necessarily anticipated many observations affecting the location of specific sites
which figure in the story of Alexander’s operations, including the famous Aornos.

Finally I may note that the linguistic materials I collected on the
interesting and little known Dardic language spoken in Torwal, the furthermost
alpine portion of the Swat valley to which my tour extended, have been fully
worked up by Sir George Grierson, O.M., K.C.L.E., the leading authority on



Sec. i.] RUINED SITES NEAR THANA 5

these languages.  They are published with some explanatory notes of mine
in hiy Sketch of the Torwali Language, one of the monographs of the Royal Asiatic
Society. Similarly the anthropometrical records which I secured among the hillmen
of the same and neighbouring tracts have been handed over to Mr. T. D. Joyce,
Deputy Keeper of Anthlopology, British Museum, for such expert analysis as
was carried out by him before in the case of the corresponding materials
brought back from my Central-Asian expeditions.

CHAPTER L—-ANCIENT REMAINS IN LOWER
SWAT

SHCTION i—RUINED SITES NEAR THANA

On March 9th T started in Mr. Metcalfe’s company from the hospitable
roof of Government House, Peshawar, for the heights of the Malakand, familiar to
me from my early visits to Lower Swat but not seen again since 1906. On the
following morning the car of the same kind host carried me onwards to Thana,
the last large village within the protected area of Lower Swiat on the way to
the Miangul ruler’s dominion. From there I proceeded on March 11th, in the
direction of the Mora pass in order to visit the site of a ruined Buddhist sanc-
tuary near the village of Nal. A large quantity of fine Grmco-Buddhist sculptures
was known to have been excavated there in 1897 for Colonel Deane and
subsequently removed to the Imperial Museum, Calcutta. The site does not
appear to have heen surveyed or described on that occasion ; nor have I bheen
able to trace any published account of the sculptural remains brought to light
there.

Remains at Nal.—Nal village is situated about four miles to the south-east of
Thana near the head of a wide and well cultivated valley. On approaching it
1 was shown a small hillock to the west of the village burial ground where a
small Buddhist ruin was said to have been dug up in recent years on behalf of
a late Political Agent, and a number of ° Bats’, 7.e., sculptures, removed. The
shrine, for such it appeared to have been, had been completely destroyed in
the process. The mound marking its position was locally known by the name
of Khazana and had evidently been also before the scene of quarrying for
¢ treasure * or sculptures.

Ascending the picturesque glen known as Giroban which branches off to
the south-east from the one leading to the Mora pass, we reached at a distance
of a little over half a mile the site I was looking for. The top of a small ridge
stretching down from N.E. to S.W. proved to be covered with the badly des-
troyed remains of what evidently had been a considerable Buddhist sanctuary
(Fig. 4). Within a debris-covered area of about 76 by 50 yards it was possible
to make out the foundations of at least two completely wrecked Stapas.
Broken fragments of relievo panels lay scattered about on the surface or had
been built into modern walls supporting terraces of cultivated ground close by.
One of the two fragmentary relievos picked up on the surface and subsequently
deposited in the Peshawar Museum showed the wellknown Jataka scene of
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Gautama Bodhisattva propping up the broken pillar of a building. A separate
small ridge to the east bears the remains, also much decayed, of what appears
to have been a monastic structure. Below it there issues a fine perennial
spring, and this obviously accounts for the choice of the sacred site. From it
a delightful view offers on the one side along the [ertile valley towards Thana
and on the other up to the fir-clad slopes of the watershed towards the valleys
of Palai and Bazdara visited by me in 1912.

Ruins of Kafir-kdt.—About 150 feet higher up we passed the remains
of a massive tower built as a solid square on a large isolated rock, obviously
chosen as a place easy of defence. Then a steep climb over rock-strewn slopes
to the mnorth-east brought us to a large group of ruined dwellings known as
Kafir-kot. They occupy the narrow but fairly level top of a rocky spur run-
ning from north to south. This faces the foot of another and larger spur which
descends from the peak marked in the halfinch survey sheet with the height
of 4,435 feet. The badly decayed walls show masonry of °Gandhara type’
and belong to ancient dwellings closely resembling those subsequently surveyed
on the heights above Kotah.! A small perennial spring issues under rocks in
the gap separating the two spurs just referred to and explains how a site so
difficult of access could be occupied by habitations.

Ascending from there by a somewhat easier track we gained the crest of
the large spur which separates the valley above Thana from the one to the
east descending towards Kotah. From the bold eminence of Dosillo-sar which
crowns it I gained the first view of the new ground to be explored within the
boundary of Badshah’s territory. Then a long scramble over a succession of rock-
bound ridges and ravines to the S.W. allowed me to reach the fairly flat crest
which forms the watershed towards the great Peshawar valley, and on it the
narrow gap which forms the Mora pass. The latter is practicable only for
lightly laden ponies and mules. The track descending from it to Nal showed
none of the massive supporting walls which distinguish the ancient bridle paths
crossing the Charat, Shah-kot and Malakand passes and known since the Chitral
campaign of 1895 as ‘ Buddhist roads’.

Stipa of Top-dara.—The next day was to bring me within the territory
of the Ruler of Swat, beyond the Landakai spur which marks its western bound-
ary on the left bank of the river. I used the short march from Thana, done
mostly under drizzling rain, to visit the ruined Stdpa which is situated in a
small valley opening to the south-east of the village of Haibat-grim. The valley
takes its name, Top-dara, from the ruin. I had seen this Stipa already in 1897
and well remembered its comparatively fair state of preservation.  Leaving
Thana which since the Pax Britannica was extended over Lower Swat has grown
to quite town-like proportions, we reached Haibat-gram by the main road
after about a mile and a half. By the side of the torrent bed which descends
from Top-dara and only half a mile or so to the south of the village I noticed
a large mound, measuring about 78 hy 60 yards, called Babujan. It marks
the position of a completely destroyed Stiipa of which the stone materials are

1 See below p. 9.
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known to have heen carried oft long ago for use in the dwellings of Haibat-
gram and Thana. The way beyond led over a low and narrow plateau which
judging from abundant stone debris must also have once been occupied by
dwellings.  But only at a spob known as Damozai, about half a mile further
up and near the entrance of the picturesque glen containing the Top-dara
Stlipa, could remains of ancient walls built with masonry of Gandhara type be
traced i situ.

The ruined Stapa, seen in Fig. 1, occupies a narrow plateau between two
torrent beds which meet close below it. The plateau has been enlarged by
stone-built platforms the supporting walls of which, as the foreground in the
photograph shows, still stand in places to a height of 12 feet or more. The
structural features of the Stipa, as shown by the sketch plan and section in
Pl. 1, are typical of most of the Stiipas examined in Swat. On a
rectangular base measuring 52 by 46 feet and about 13 feet high there rise
two circular bases having a diameter of 361 and 281 feet, respectively. Their
heights are 7 and 6 feet, respectively, including low plinths. Above a project-
ing cornice of the uppermost base there rises the dome on a drum, 27 feet
diameter. As the top of the dome has heen broken its full height could not
be ascertained, but it certainly was over 20 feet. The lowest base was provided
with stairs, 18 feet wide, on its S.E. side. On that side a broad cutting
carried through both upper bases right to the centre showed where treasure-
seekers had been at work long ago. All three bases were decorated with pilasters
1 foot broad and projecting 3 inches; but most of these are now marked only
by the matrices which their crumbling masonry of small stones has left in the
far more solid facing of the Stipa. This consisted of roughly dressed large
slabs, with small flat pieces of stone filling the lateral interstices in the
usual Gandhara fashion and equalizing the courses. There were indications of
the whole of the Stiipa having been coated with hard plaster.

On higher ground to the S.E. of the Stipa, at a distance of about 25 yards,
there are found the much decayed remains of a quadrangular structure measuring
about 100 feet square. It appears to have comprised on each side four small
domed chambers, grouped round an open court. The domes had a span of
about 8 feet, and rested with their horizontal courses on carved slabs of stone
rounding off the corners of the square chambers. There can be no doubt
about this quadrangle having served for monastic quarters. About half a mile
up the glen there is found a small perennial spring, and on the steep slope
to the S.W., at a height of about 200 feet above the site, there rises boldly a
massive high tower of square shape. It may have served as a place of safety
for the small monastic community in troubled times.

Ruins near Jaldla.—Moving northward along the slopes towards the wvil-
lage of Jalala we passed for a distance of over a mile a succession of small
detached ridges, all bearing remains of ruined dwellings built with walls of
Gandhira masonry and undoubtedly going back to pre-Muhammadan times.
The whole site was said to be known as Ghwaghawar, the several ridges being
distinguished as Barghole-ghund, Narai-khpa, Loé-khpa. Everything pointed to
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the fertile ground to the south of Haibat-grim and stretching away to the
river northward having supported in ancient times a. far larger population than
at present.

Beyond the village of Jalala the precipitous foot of the Landakai spur
was approached. The latter is washed at its northern extremity by the river
and must at all periods have formed a strong defensive position, especially
during spring and summer when the bank of the river is rendered impassable
by the floods. The Landakai spur was thus held in 1895 when the tribes
of Upper Swat defended the passage against the punitive expedition detached
from the Chitrdl Relief Force. Most of the ruined Sangars and roughly built
towers sighted on the top of the spur probably date from this or similar occa-
sions. Now the ruler’s mewly built motor road crosses the Landakai spur in
bold serpentines high above the river.

Help of Riaja Shih ‘Alam.—Having entered here the Swat ruler’s domi-
nion T passed on to the large village of Kotah and at his newly built fort beyond
this was received by Raja Shah ‘Alam, the nephew of the late Raja Pakhtan
Wali, of Tangir and Darél, and an old friend. I have related before
how helpful that young scion of the Khushwakt race had been to me in 1913
when as the first European I visited the hill territories above the great hbend
of the Indus which the enterprise of his uncle had turned m’r,o a new chiefship
of his own.2 After the murder of Raja Pakhtin Wali and 'the sudden collapse
of his ‘kingdom’ Shah ‘Alam had been obliged first to seek refuge in Kandia
with the rest of the family. He was subsequently received by the Miangul
under whose protection he now lives as an honoured exile.

I had every reason to feel grateful for the kindly consideration and fore-
thought which caused the Ruler of Swat to attach Raja Shah ‘Alam to my
person for the whole of my tour in his territories; for just as in Darél and
Tangir this well-educated and very intelligent former companion proved once more
of the greatest help for all my investigations. For the very valuable services
which Raja Shah ‘Alam rendered to me in connexion with my work and for
the many proofs of his devoted personal attachment I received during these
months I wish' to record here my sincere gratitude.® At Kotah I was joined
also by Abdul Latif Khan, the son of the chief Khan of Bir-kot. He was
the first youth of Upper Swat who received a modern education at the Islamia
College, Peshawar, and he had been accepted as a candidate for administrative
employment in the N. W. Frontier Province. At Mr. Metcalfe’s suggestion he
was anxious to accompany me on my tour. Acting as a kind of liaison
assistant he spared no trouble to make himself useful to me with regard to
my work. For the help rendered by him through local enquiries and other-
wise my grateful acknowledgment is due.

! Ancient dwellings above Kotah.—Heavy rain - overnight and all through
the morning of March 13th did not allow me to proceed as early as T ghould
have liked for the examination of the clusters of ruined dwellings on the hill

2 See Innermost Asia, i. pp. 15 sqq.
3Cf. also On Alexander’s T'rack, pp. 22'sqq.






