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THE TEMPLE OF SIVA AT BHUMARA.

THE Village of Bhumra, also known as Bhumara or Bhubhara, is situated on
the top of a plateau, twelve miles to the west of Unchehra, a town in the State of
Nagod, where the Chief of the State resides at present. The place was visited
by Sir Alexander Cunningham in 1873-74, when he discovered the celebrated
stapa of Bharhut, and, at that time, an inscribed boundary pillar was discovered
by him! This inscription was edited by the late Dr. J. F. Fleet fourteen years
later.2 At the time of his visit, Sir Alexander Cunningham evidently missed the
fine temple of the Gupta period which was discovered by Messrs. J. P. Joglekar,
Head Photographer, and Mr. N. A. Wartekar, Head Draftsman of the Archaological
Survey, Western Circle, in January 1920. These two gentlemen were sent ahead
to find out what remains still existed on the plateau, on which the inscribed
pillar had been discovered by Cunningham; and they reported the existence of
this temple, in the heart of the jungle, close to the village of Bhumara. Many
other places on the plateau also contained ruins but all of them had collapsed ;
except a triple-shrined temple at Deoguna, in the Jasso State, a village on the
same tableland, close to Bhumara. Information was received from Munshi
. Hanuman Prashad, then Dewan of the Nagod State, about the existence of
ancient monuments at Maharajpur and Kutrah® on the same plateau: but
both of these places proved failures so far as standing structures of an ancient
date are concerned. At Maharajpur, the present Chief of Nagod has built
a rest house for himself. and, if there was any temple at this place, the rums
of it may have been utilised when this rest house was built. There is no
doubt about the fact that there was a temple at Kutrahi, on the same
plateau, the ruins of which can still be seen. The only temples within easy
reach of Bhumara on this plateau are those at Bhumara itself and at Deoguna.
The aboriginal inhabitants of the locality state that on the northern slope of the
plateau there are a large number of temples, which they call Madphas. But
as this term is indiscriminately applied both to modern as. well as ancient struc-
tures, no reliance could be placed on their statements and the jungle on the
northern slopes of the Bhumara plateau was mnot explored.

1 Cunningham Archeological Survey Report, Vol. IX, pp. 8-9.
2 Fleet’s Gupta inscriptions, vo. 110-12, Pl XV_-A.



2 THE TEMPLE OF SIVA AT BHUMARA.

The boundary pillar discovered by Cunningham lies close to the wvillage
of Bhumara, which is a small hamlet consisting of abgut a dozel}l’ thatfzhed huts.
This pillar is still called the Thare pathar 101: “. the upll'lght stone. It_ls_ .a b’oun-
dary mark between the territories of Maniré']a Hastfn 'and the Maharaja Sarv-
vanatha. The latest known date of Maharaja .Hastm is the year 191 of the
Gupta era and corresponds to 510 A.D. The earhest- known date of Sarvv?mitha
is the year 193 of an unspecified era, which according to th.e late Dr.. Kielhorn
is the Kalachuri-Chédi era which began in 248 A.D. According fco this I['lethod
of calculation, this date would correspond to 441 A.D., .and.th'e difference in the
dates of these two princes, mentioned in the same inscription would become
more than seventy years. It seems more probabl'e theref_ore that both dates are
expressed in Gupta years. According to the Indian Antiquary Vol. XIX, p- 228,
the late Dr. Kielhorn calculated that the Mahamagha Samwvatsara, which is the
date used in the inscription on this pillar, commenced in the yom 165 of the
Gupta era=484 A.D.® Whatever be the correct equivalent of the cyclic e _l}sed
in this inscription, there is no doubt about the fact that the Pao-wmqaka
Maharaja Hastin and Maharaja Sarvvanatha of Uchchakalpa were contemporaries.

The temple at Bhumara lies to the east of the village aj?ndst dense gro'wth
of mango, karitaki and amalake trees. At the time of its discovery very little
of it was visible above the jungle [Pl. I (¢)]: Mr. J. P. Joglekar reported that
the temple was a small structure consisting of a single cell with a slab roof,
the doorway of which was magnificently carved. There was a small mound in
front of this stone cell, which appeared, at first sight, to have been an open plat-
form in front. The smooth ashlar masonry on both sides of the carved door-
way was, however, disturbed and on the left side, stones were projecting from
both sides of it in such a manner as to indicate that another structure existed
in front of the doorway, the side walls of which were joined to the front wall
of this chamber (P II & and b). With the permission of the Nagod Durbar,
the jungle in front and on the top of the '‘mound was removed and at this time
numerous sculptures were discovered. The best amone them is th
and a small panel shaped like a chaitya-window,
circular medallion containing a beautiful figure

e bust of a gana
in the centre of which is a

of Gane$a. Other fragments
discovered at the same time consisted of a huge plain slab which probably

formed a part of the roof, and the lower part of a pillar, the ornamentation
on which consisted of a low vase with overhanging foliage at the corners, near the
bortom. These finds indicated that the mound in front of the chamber contained
the ruins of a mandape. At this time the Nagod Durbar kindly sanctioned a
sum of Rs. 500, to be spent in preliminary repairs to this temple. With this money,
trees growing on the top of the mound and an area of fifty feet all round it were
removed, and the edge of the mound was excavated. During the removal of
the débris numerous sculptures, fragments of pillars, lintels, and jambs with a
number of images were discovered. During the removal of trees from the area
surrounding this temple, numerous other fragments of sculptures: came to light,
which proved definitely that a very highly ornamented mandapa had stood in front

* Epigraphia Indica, Vol. V, App. p. 72, No. 522.
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of the chamber. The excavations further revealed the fact that the existing
chamber was enclosed by another larger one on all sides, and that the former
was really the garbhagriha of the temple while the latter was the path of circumam-
bulation (Pl. Ib). This larger chamber measures 35" 0" square. Towards the front of
this chamber the platform narrows to 29’ 10" x13’ 0" and in front of this narrow
projection there was a flight of steps. On each side of the steps there isa small
platform measuring 8 275’ 8” with one or two steps in front, on which stood
a miniature temple or shrine.

It is now evident that this temple of Siva at Bhumara was exactly similar
to the so-called temple of Parvati at Nachna-Kuthara in the Ajaigarh State ;'
the only difference being the absence of an upper story and the existence of
two miniature shrines on both sides of the steps, in the Bhumara Temple. In
both cases the sanctum or the garbhagriha was enclosed by a larger masonry
chamber, the space between the inner and the outer walls forming a path of cir-
cumambulation (pradakshina-patha). In both cases the mandapa was shorter than
the larger chamber and stood in front of it, and in both cases there was
only ome entrance to the garbhagriha. Unfortunately the mandapa in front of
the temple at Nachna-Kuthara has also collapsed and consequently no help is
available from this temple to determine the original shape and construction of
the mandapa at Bhumara. The exterior of the temple at the former place was
carved to represent rocks with many caves in it. In the case of the temple at
' Bhumara the exterior was most probably ornamented with slabs of stone bearing
niches with ganas, kirtimukhas or ornamental tosettes like those described below. .
The garbhagrika at Nachna-Kuthara measures 15" 6" square, while the cell inside
measures only 8 square. Externally the garbhagrihe of the temple at Bhumara
is 15’ 2" square, and consequently both of these sancta may be said to be
of the same size. The larger chamber or the path of circumambulation ab
Nachna-Kuthara measures 33’ square on the outside and 26’ square on the
inside. This chamber at Bhumara measures 35’ square. Similarly the mandapa
in the temple at Bhumara is 29’ 10’ in length and 13’ 0" in breadth. The
mandape in the temple at Nachna-Kuthara measures 26 in length and 12!
in breadth. The steps in front at Bhumara are 11’ 3" in length and 8" 5" in
breadth, while those at Nachna-Kuthara are 18 in length and 10" in breadth.?
Both temples are built of red sandstone and the masonry is regularly coursed
ashlar without any mortar. It cannot be determined now whether there were any
windows to light the path of circumambulation in the case of the temple at
Bhumara. The agreement in the measurements and in the general plan of both
of these temples and the nature of the carvings discovered at both places indi-
cate that both of these temples belong to the same date, probably the middle
of the 5th century A.D., but according to Sir John Marshall, Director General

of Archzology in India, the temple at Bhumara belongs to the sixth century
AD. ;

1 Cunningham Archeological Survey Reports, Vol. XXI. pp. 95-97, Pl. XXV ; Annaal Progress Repore o
the Archaological Survey of India, Western Circle, for the year ending 31st March 1919, pp. 60-61, paras. 26-28, Pl. XV,

2 The measurements are taken from Cunningham’s plan in Vol. XXI, Pl. XX V.
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The structure now standing is really the sanctum or garbhagrika of the temple.

It is a plain chamber built of red sandstone, similar to the Kaimur red sand-
stone, which is found only in this part of Central India, and which has been
" used in the construction of the entire temple. The masonry throughout is plain
ashlar both inside and outside. The exterior of the cell is totally devoid of
any ornamentation, with the exception of the doorway. On the plinth of the
cell there is a plain round moulding over which is another moulding like a cor-
nice. Over this cornice the ashlar masonry of the walls of the chamber begins.
Near the top of the garbhagriha there is a plain cornice running all round the
roof, with the exception of a length, just over the doorway, where the cornice
ends abruptly. This portion is roughly chisel-dressed showing that the roof of
the larger chamber joined the roof of the garbhagriha at this place. The door
of the shrine is very well carved (PL TIT «). It consists of two carved jambs,
a carved lintel, and a plain sill. The carving on the jambs is what is usually
to be found in Gupta temples of Central India. Thus we have Ganega standing
on her vahana, the Makara, to the right, with a female attendant behind her
holding a tray in her left hand. Behind this female attendant, a male attendant
holds an umbrella over the head of the goddess. In front of the goddess, by
the side of the head of the Makara, the mutilated figure of another attendant is
to be seen, while to the right of the head of the goddess is a gandharva, flying
The upper part of the jamb over the head of the Ganges
three separate vertical bands of carving; that on the extreme
right consisting of conventional lotus buds in a superimposed row, each issuing
out of the one below it. This band is continued overhead on the lintel. The
second or central band consists of four superimposed niches each containing a
human figure. The lowermost figure is that of a male, the second that of a
female while the third and fourth also contain male figures. The jamb on the
left is exactly similar to that on the right though here we find Yamuna, on her
vihma, the tortoise, with a female attendant in front of her and two other circular
objects behind. The proper right hand of the goddess rests on a tray or some other
object held up by one of these attendants. The figure of the second attendant
behind her is mutilated but it appears to have held an umbrella over her head,
to the left of which a gandharva is flying. The portion of the jamb over the
figure of Yamuna consists of three bands as in the case of the right jamb.
Here also the band on the extreme left consists of a vertical row of conventional
lotus buds, which is continued on the lintel and joins the corresponding band
from the right jamb in the centre of the lintel. The second band consists
of four niches containing three males and a female figcure. The band on the
extreme right is a continuation of the band on the extreme left of the right
jamb and consists of geometrical designs, with rosettes and ornamental foliage
in the interspaces. The lintel is slichtly larger in length than the breadth of
the doorway. The ‘outer bands of both of the jambs recede at each end of
the lintel forming an offset, and in the rectangular panel thus formed, we
find a majle and a female standing on each side. The outer bands of carving
on both jambs are continued overhead and merge in the centre of the lintel

through the air.
is divided into






