











2 STUDIES OF N_ATURE..,

thus to exprefs myfelf, the body of our intelli-
gence. [ confider the mind, then, asan intellec-
tual eye, to which ma, be referred the other facul-
ties of . the unde.tanding, as the imagination, which
apprehends things future ; memory, which contem-
plates things that are paft; and judgment, which
difcerns their correfpondencxes. The impreffion
made upon us by thefe different ads of vifion,
fometimes“excites in us a fentiment which is de-
nominated evidence ; and in that cafe, this laft per-
ception belongs immediately to the foul ; of this
we are made fenfible by the delicious emotion
which it fuddenly excites in us; but, raifed to
that, it is o longer in the province of mind ; be-
caufe, when we begin to feel, we ceafe to reafon ;
it is no longer vifion, it is enjoyment.
As outs education and our manners dire& us to-
ward our. perfonal intereft, hence it comes to pafs,
' that the mind employs itfelf only about focial con-
formities; and that reafon, after all, is nothing
snote than the intereft of our paflions; but the
foul, left to itfelf, is inceffantly purfuing the con-
formities of Nature, and our {entiment is always
- the mtereﬁ of Magkind.
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Thus, I repeat it, mind is the perception of the
Laws of Society, and fenti..]cgt is the perception

- of the Laws of Nature. Thofe who difplay <o us
g o e
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‘the conformities of Society, fuch as comic Wijters,
Satyrifts, Epigrammatifts,and even the greateft part
of Moralifts, are men of Wit fug‘h were the Abbeé
de Choify, La Bruyere, St. Evremont, and the like.
Thofe who difcover to us the conformities of Na-
ture, fuch as tragis, and other Poets of fenfibility,
the Iaventors of arts, ' great Philofophers, are men
of genius : fuch were Shake[feare, Corneille, Racine,
Newton, Marcus Aurelius, Monsefqgien, La Fontaine,
Fenelon, 7. 7. Rowflean. The firft clafs belong to
one age, to one feafon, to one nation, to one juhto;
the others to pofterity and ‘to Mankind.

* We fhall be fiill mdre fenfible of the difference
which fubfiffs between mind and foul, by tracing
their affections in oppofite progrefles.  As often,
for examplé, as the perceptions' of the mind are
carried up to evidence, they are exalfed into a
foyrce of exquifite pleafure, independently of every
particular relation of intereft ; becaufe, as has been
faid, they awaken a feeling within us. But when
we go about .to anal};ie our feelings, and refer
them to the examination of the mind, or reafoning
power, the fublime emotions which they excited in
us vani(h away ; for in this cafe, we do not fail to

C AR . )
= refer them to fome accommotation of focicay, ‘of

fortupe, of fyftem, or of fome other perfonal inte-
reft, whereof our reafon is compofed. Thus, in
e ° ®RB 3 : the
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4 STUDIES OF NATURE.

the firft cafe, we change our copper into gold;
and in the fecond, our gold into copper.

Again, nothing can be lefs adapted, at the long-
run, to the ftudy of Nature, than the reafoning
powers of Man; for though they may catch here
and there fome natural conformities, they unever
purfue the chain to: any great length: befides,
there is a much gréater number which the mind
does not perceive, becaufe it always brings back
every thing to itfelf, and to the little focial or fci-
entific order within which it is- circumfcribed.
Thus, for example, if it takes a glimpfe of the ce-
leftial fpheces, it will refer the formation of them
to the labour of a glafs-houfe ; and if it admits the
exiftence of a creating Power, it will reprefent him
as a mechanic out of employment, amu‘ing himfelf
with making globes, merely to have the pleafure
of feeing tliem turn round. It will conclude, from
i’s own diforder, that there is no fuch thing as
order in Nature ; from it’s own immortality, that
tnere is no mortality. As it refers every $hing to
it’s own reafon, and fecing no reafon for exift-
ence, when it fhall be no longer on the Earth, it
thence concludes, that, in fact, it thall not in that
cafe exift. To be cnfiftent, it ought equaky to
conclude, on the fame principle, that it does not
exift now ; for it certainly cdn difcover, neither in

itfelf,
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itfelf, nor in any thing around, an actual reafon.

for it’s exiftence, ° :,
3 ; >

.

We are convinced of our C‘Xiﬁ::fnce by a* power
greatly fuperior to our mind, whichyis fentiment,
or intelleGtual feling. We are going to carry
this hatural inftin& along with us into our re-
fearches refpeing the exiffence of the Drity,
and the immortality of the faul; abjeéts, on
which our verfatile reafore-has fo figquently en-
gaged, fometimes on this, fometimes on the other
fide of the queftion. Though our infufficiency
be too great to admit of launching far into this
unbounded career, we prefume to hopé, that our
perceptions, nay, our very miftakes, may encou-
rage men of genius to enter upon it. Thefe fu-
blime and eternal truths feem to us fo deeply 1m-
printed on the human heart, as to appear them-
felves the principles of our intellecfual feeling,
and to manifeft themfelves in our moft ordinary
affettions, as in the wildeft excefles of our paffions.

S
OF THE SENTIMENT OF INNOCENCE.
. ? “.

The fentiment of innocencé exalts us toward the
Derty, and prompts us to virtuous deeds. The
Greeks and Romans employed little children to
ﬁgg' in their religio® foftivals, and to prefent

R . their
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6 STUDIES OF NATURE.

their offerings at the altar, in the view of rendering
the Gods propitious to rheir Country, by the fpec-
tacle of infant innocence. The fight of infancy
calls men back to the fentiments of Nature. When
Ceto of Utica had formed the refolution to put
himf{elf to death, his friendsand fervants concealed
his fword ; and upon his demanding it, witl. ex-
preflions of violent indignation, they delivered it
to him by tne hand of a child ; but the corrup-
tion of the age in which he lived, had ftifled in
his heart the fentiment which innocence ought to
have excited.

Jesus Carist recommends to us to become as
little children: We call them innocents, uon #o-
centes, becaufe they haye never injured any one.
But, notwithftanding the claims of tneir tender
“age, and the authority of the Chriftian Religion,

* to what bafbarous education arc they not abap-
doned ?

oF Piny.

The fentiment of innocence ‘s the native fource
- of compaffion; henee we are more deeply affected
by the fuffetings of a.lhild_ than by thofe of anrold
man. The reafon is not, as certain Philofophers
pretend, becaufe the refourdés and hopes of the
child are inferior; for they are, in truth, greater
L i

<
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 than thofe of the old man, who is frequently in-
firm, and haftening to dlﬁ'olunon wherea$ the
child is entering into life ; “tae the child has never
offended ; he is innocent. This {ontimeht e.xtends
even to animals, which, in many. cafes, excite our
fympathy more than rational creatfres do, from
this wery confideration, that they are harmlefs.
This accounts for the idea of the good La Fon-
taine, in defcribing the Deluge, in bis fable of

Bauycis and Philemon.
1)
.............. Tout difparut fur Pheure.
Les vieillards déploroient ces feveres deftins :
Les animaux perir ! Car encor les humains,
Tous avoient di tomber {fous les céleftes armes,
Baucis en repandxt en fecret quelques larmes.

All difappear’d in that tremendous hour.

Age felt the weight of Heaven’s infulted power :

On guilty Man the ftroke with juttice fell,’»

But harmlefs brutes | —the fiercenefs who,can tell
2 Of wrath divine 2—At thought of this, forfte tears

Stole down the cheeks of Baucis......

Thus the fentiment of innocence develops, Tn
the heart of Man, a divine character; whichis that
of generofity. it bears, not on the calamity ab- -
ftractedly confidered, but oh a moral quality,
> which it difcerns in the unfbrtunate being who is
the cbjet of it. It derives increafe from the view
of innocence, and fometimes fill more  from that
of fepentance. Mansalope, of all animals, is fuf=

5o B 4@ . cepublc
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eeptible of it: and this, not by a fecret retrofpect
to himfelf, as fome enemies of the Human Race
have pretended : for, .vere that the cafe, on ftating
a compariton bucween a child and an old man,
both of them wunfortunate, we ought to be more
affected by the mifery of the old man, confideting
that we are removing from the wretchedn>fs of
childhood, and drawing nearer to thofe of old-
age: the ccntrary, however, takes place, in virtue
of the moral fentiment which I have alleged.

When an old man is virtuous, the moral fenti-
ment of his diftrefs is excited in us with redoubled
force ; this is an evident proof, that pity in Man-
is by no means an animal affetion. The fight of
a Belifarius is, accordingly, a moft affecting objett.
If you heighten it by the introduction of a child
holding out his little hand to receive the alms be-
{towed on tkat illuftrious blind beggar, the impref-
fion of pity is ftill more powerful. But let me put

- a fentimental cafe.  Suppofe you had fallen in
with Belifarius foliciting charity, on the one hand 5
and on the other, an orphan child, blind and
wretched, and that you had but one crown, with-
out the poffibility of dividing it, to which f the
two would you have ' jiven it ?

If on refle@tion you find, waat the eminent fer-

yices rendered by Belifarins to his ungraseful Coun-

try,
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try, have inclined the balance of fentiment too
decidedly in his favoug,s fuppofe the child over-
whelmed with the woes Of Belifarius, and an the

v . e . e
fame time pofleffing fome of Ris virtues, fuch as

having his eyes put out by his parents, and, never-
thelefs, continuing to beg alms for their relief # ;

thcre would, in my opinion, be no room for hefi- |

tation, provided a man felt only: for if you rea-
fon, the cafe is entirely altere’d; tlfe talents, the
victories, the renown of ghe Grecian General, would
prefently abforb the calamities of an obfcure child.
Reafon will recal you to the political intereft, to
the / human.

2 -
QS

The fentiment of innocence is a ray of the Di-
vinity. It invefts the unfortunate perfon with a
celeftial®radiance, which falls on the human heart,
and recoils, kindling it into generofity, that other

_flame of divine original. It alone Te.nders us fert-
fible to the diftrefs of virtue, by reprefenting it tc
us as incapable of doing harm ; for otherwife, we
might be induced to confider it as fufficient fo it-
felf. 1In this cafe it would, excite rather admira-
tion than pity.

% The reftor of a country vilta:ge, in the vicinity of Paris,

* not far from Dravet, underwent, 1n his infancy, a pice of inhu-
mCnity not lefs barbarous, from the hands of his parents. He
fuffered cafiration fromt his own fathér; who was by profeffion a
furgeon : he, neverthelefs, fupported that unnatural parent in

9 hisold age. I believe both Pathsr and fon are ftill in life.

@
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i Of the Lot of Country.

This fentiment is, ftll farther, the dource of
love of Country, becaufe it brings_to our recollec-
tion the gentle and pure affections of our ear'ier
years. It increafes with extenfion, and expands
with the progr:{s of time, as a fentiment of a celef-
tial and immortal nature. They have, in Switzer-
land, an ancient mufical air, and extremely fimple,
called the rans des vaches. This air produces an
effect fo powerful, that it was found neceflary to
prohibit the olaying of it, ir Holland and in
France, before the Swifs foldiers, becaufe it fet
them all a-deferting one after another. I imagine
-that the rans des vaches muft imitate the lowing
. and bleating of the cattle, the repercuffion of the
ezhos, and otker local affociations, which made
the blood boil in the veins of thofe poor foldiers,
by recalling to their memory the valleys, the lakes,
the raountains of their Country *, and, at the fame

time,

* 1 have been told that Poutaveri, the Indian of Taiti, who
was fome years ago brought t~ Paris, on fecing, in the Royal
Garden, th- paper-mulberry tree, the bark of which is, in- that
ifland, manufactured into cloth, the tear ftarted to his eye, ~nd
clafping it in his arms, he exclaimed : 4./ tree of my country t
I could with it were put to the trial, whether, on prefenting te
a foreign bird, faya paroquet, a fruit of it’s ‘counﬁry, which it

had
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time, the companions of their early life, their firft
loves, the recolleGtion of their indulgent grand-
fathers, and the like. ~ ° 5

= ®

The love of Country feems to ftrengehen in pro-
portion as it is ‘nnocent and unhappy. For this
re.fon Savages are fonder of their Country than
polifhed Nations are; and thofé who inhabir re-
gions rough and wild, fuch as moumameers, than
thofe who live in fergle countrlgs and fine cli-
mates. Never could the Court of Ruffia prevail
upon a fingle Samoiéde to leave the fhores of the
Frozen Ocean, and fettle at Peterfburg. Some
Greenlanders werebrought, in theacourfe of the
laft century, to the Court of Copenhagen, where
they were entertained with a profufion of kindnefs,
but food fretted themfelves to death. Several of
them were drowned, in attempting to return to

_ their Country in an open boat. They beheld all
the magnificence of the Court of Denmark with
extreme indifference ; but there was one, in par-

fad not feen for a confiderable time, it would exprefs fome ex-
traordinary emotion. Though phyfical fenfations attach us
ftrengly to Country, moral fentiments alone can give them a
vihement intenfity. Time, whigh blunts the former, gwes only

a keener edge to the latter.  For -this reafon it is, thd® veneration
fo. a monument is alwavs m prepomon to it’s anthmty, or to
iv’s diftance ; this explains that expreffion of Tacitus : Major 2
Songinguo reverentia ; d)Qancglnqxcafes reverence.

- ticular,
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ticular, whom they obferved to weep every time
he faw a woman with a child in her arms; hence
thep conjeturced that this unfortunate man was a
father. The gentlenefs of domeftic education,
. undoubtedly, thus powerfully attaches thofe poor
people to the place of their birh. It was this
which infpired the Greeks and Romans with- fo
‘much courage in the defence of their Country.
The fentiment of innocence ftrengthens the love of
1t, becaufe it brings back all the affeétions of early
life, pure, facred, and incorruptible. Zirgil was
well acquainted with the effe@ of this fentiment,
when he puts into the mouth of Nifus, who was
difluading Ei.yalus from undertaking a no&turnal
expedition, fraught with danger, thofe affecting

words ;

Te fuperefle velim: tua viti dignior ztas.

If thov furvive me, I fhall die content :
Thy tender age deferves the longer life.

But among Nations with whom infancy is ren-
dered miferable, and ic corrupted by irkfome, fe-
rocious, and unnatural education; there i 1S No more
love of Country than there is of innocence. Tais
is one of the caufes wh.ch fends fo many Euro-
peans a-rambling over the World, and which .-
counts for our having fo few modern monuments
in Europe, becaufe the nex* ge_eration never fails

to
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o deftroy the monuments of that which preceded
it. This is the reafon that eur books, -our fa-
fhions, our cuftoms, ou i;eremonies, and our lan-
guages, become obfolete {o foon, and are entitely
different this age from what they were in the laft ;
whereas all thefe particulars co-tinue.the fame
among the fedeatary Nations of Afia, for a long
feries of ages together ; becaufe children brought
up in Afia, in the habitation of theix parents, and
treated with much gentlenefs, ® remain attached to
the eftablifhments of théir anceftord, out of grati-
tude to their memory, and to the places of their
birth, from the recollection of their happinefs and
innocence. '

a -~

OF THE SENTIMENT OF ADMIRATION.

5 .
The fentiment of admiration tranfports us im:

° mediately into the bofom of Drerry? Ifitis ex-

cited in us by an object which infpires delight, we

convey ourfelves thither as to the fource of jjoy 5

if terror is roufed, we flee thither for refuge. In

cither cafe, Admiration e.xclaim§ in thefe wox:ds,

Ah, my God! This is, we are told, the effe® of
¢ducation merely, in the gourfe of which frequent

mention is made of the name of Gop; But men-

tion is ftill more &equently made of our father, of
«the king, of a prgtc%g{, of a celebrated literary

charaéter.
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chara@ér. How comes it, then, that when we
feel outfelves flanding in need of fupport, in fuck
unexpected concuffions, ve never exclaim, 4b, my
King ! or, if Scienc~ were coneerned, 4b, Newton!.

It is certain, .hat if the name of Gop be fre-
quently mentioned to us, in the progrefs of ~ur
education, the idea of it is quickly effaced in the
ufual train of #he affairs of this World ; why then
have we recourfe to it in extraordinary emergen-
cies ? This fentiment of Nature is common to all
Nations, many of whom give no theological in-
ftru&ion to their children. I have remarked it in
the Negroes of the coaft of Guinea, of Madagaf-
car, of Cafrerie, and Mofambique, among the
Tartars, and the Indians of the Malabar coaft;
in a word, among men of every quarte- of the
World. 1 never faw a fingle one who, under the
extraordinary emotions of furprize or of admira-
tion, did not make, in his own language, the fame
exclamation which we do, and who did not lift up
his hands and his eyes to Heaven.

of 1he Marvellods.
The fentiment of admiration is the fource of the
inftin& which men have, in ever; age, difcovered
- for the marvellous. We are hunting after it con--

c » * tinually,
-
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tinually, and cvery where, and we diffufeqit, prin-
cipally, over the commencement and the <clofe of
" human life: hence it 15« that the cradles and the
tombs of fo great a part of Mankind have *been
enveloped in fi¢tion. It is the perennial fource
of our curiofity ; it difclofes it{"lf from early in-
fancy, and is lung the companion of innocence.
Whence could children derive the tafte for the
marvellous? They muft have Fairy-tales; and
men muft have epic poems atd operas. It is the
marvellous which conltitutes ont of the grand
charms of the antique ftatues of Greece and Rome,
reprefenting heroes or gods, and which contri-
butes, more than is generally imagined, to our de-
light, in the perufal of the ancient Hiftory of thofe
Countries. It is one of the natural reafons which
may be,produced to the Prefident Henaulz, who
exprefles aftonifhment that we fhould be more
enamoured of ancient Hiftory than of moders,
° efpecially that of our own country® the truth is, :
independantly of the patriotic fentiments, which
ferve, at leaft, as a pretext to the intrigues of the
great men of Greece and Rome, and which were

(]

{o entirely unknown to ours, that they frequently

embroiled their country in maintaining the inte-

cefts of a particular houfo, and fometimes in affert-

ing the honour of piecedency, or of fifting on a

joint-ftool ; theresis a marvellous in the religion of

.the Ancxents whlch con{oles and elevates human na-
ture,






