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2 STUDIES OF NATURE.

demon[’trate, that political evils are to be afcribed

entirely to de\nanops from the law of Nature, and

conftitute! themfelves, a proof of the ex’lﬁcnce of
[ 3

a Providence. ' &
e

Our difcuffion of this interefting fubject fhall
commence with a reply to the objections founded

~ on the varieties of the human {pecies. "We pre-

tend not to deny, that there are men black and
white, copptr-coloured, and pale. Some have a
_beard, others little, if any. But thefe précended
charaéters are accidents merely, as has been al-
ready thewn. Horfes white, bay or black, with
frizzled hair, as thofe of Tartary, or with fleek
{mooth hair, as thofe of Naples, are unqueftion-
ably animals of the fame f{pecies. The Albinos,
or white Negros, are a fpecies of Lepers ; and no
more form a particular race of Negros, than per-
fons with us who have been marked by the {inall-
pox formka race of {potted Europeans.

Thaugh it does not enter into my plan here to
detail all the natural adaptations, which may be
oppofed to all the accufations of our wretched {} -
tems ofPhyﬁcs, and, though T have referved,
the profecution of this undertaking, fome Studms
exprefsly devoted to this obje, as far as my poor
abylity enables me, I fhall howevér, by the way,
obferve, that the black colour is a blefling of Pro-

videnze
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vidence to the inhabitants of tropical countries.
White reflets the rays of the Sgn', and Black ab-
forbs thent. The firft, accordingly, gedeubles his
heat, and the fecdnd weakens it. Experience de-
mdhftrates this'in a thoufand different ways. Na-
ture has employed, among other'means, thé oppo-
fite effe® of thefe colours, for multiplying, or
weakening, on the Earth, the heat of the Orb of
day. The farther you advance toward the South,
the blacker are men and animals ; ‘ande the farther
you prdceed northward, the whiter is the colour
of both the one and the other. Nay, when the
Sun withdraws from the northern regions, many
animals which were there, in Summer, of different
colours, begin to whiten; fuchas fquirrels, wolvcs,
hares... ..and thofe of the fouthern regions, to
which he is approaching, then clothe themfelves
with tints deeper and more abforbent. Such are,
in the feathery race, the widow, the cardinal, &c.
which exhibit much more powerful colouring,
when the Sun approaches toward the Lie, than
when he is retiring from it. It is, therefm;e, by
adaptations of climate, that Nature bas made the
inhabitants of the torrid Zone black, as fhe has
whitened thofe of the icy Zones. Ske has given,
bgfides, another prefervative againft the heat to
the Negros who inhabit Africa, which is the |
hotteft part of the Globe, Principally by reafon of '
that broad belt of fand which croffes it, and whofe
B2 utility
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utility we have indicated. She has covered _thc
head of thofe cagelels and uninduftrious tribes,
with a fléecs more crifp than a tiffue of wool,
which effeftually thelrers it from ghe burning heat
of the Sun. They are [o perfe@tly fenfible of ‘it’s .
atcomﬁ;odari'on to this purpofe,’ that they never
employ a {ubftitute head drefs; and there is no
defcription of Mankind among whom artificial co-
verings, as bonnets, turbans, hats, &c. are more
rare, than 4among the Negros. They ufe fuch as
are foreign to them, merely as objetts of vanity
and luxury, and I do not know of any one that 1s
peculiar to their Nation. - The inhabitants of the
peninfula of India are as black as they ; but their -
turbans communicate to the hair, which, but for
their head drefs, would, perhaps, be frizzled, the «
facility of growing and expanding.
¢ The American tribes which inhabit under the
Line, are not b\Iack, it muft be admitted ; they
are fiinply copper-coloured. 1T afcribe this weak-
ening. of the black tint to feveral caufes peculiar
to their' country. The firft is, the univerfal prac-
tice of rubbing themfelves over with roncon (akind
of fweet-fcented pafte) which preferves the furface
of their fkin from the too vehement impreffion, of
v the Sun. Secondly, they inhabit a country clothed
¢ owith forefts, and crofied by the gteateft river in the
World, which covers it with vapours. Thirdly,

: their
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their territory rifes infenfibly from the {hdfres of
Brafil, up to the mountains of Perui; whieh, giving
it a greater elevation in the Atﬂnofpl&ere‘ procures
for it, likewife,ea greater degree of coolnefs.
Faurthly, in a word, the Eaft-winds, which blow
there inceflantly, night and day, are always con-
tributing to that coolnefs,

Finally, the colour of all thofe Nations i§ fo
much the effe@& of Climate, that the, defcendants
of Eutgpeans, fettled there, aflume the black tint
after a lapfe of fome generations. This is evi-
dently perceptible in India, in the pofterity of the
Moguls, tribes derived from the extremity of Afia,
whofe name fignifies whites, and who are this day
as black as the Nations which they have con-
quered. ;

Tallnefs of ftature no more characterizes fpe;
cies, be the genus what it may, than difference of
colour. A dwarf and a large apple-treg proceed
from the fame grafts. Nature, however, has ren-
dered it invariable in the Human Species®alone,
becaufe variety 8f magnitude would have-deftroy-
ed, in the phyfical order, the propostions of Man
with the univerfality of her productions, and be-
cgufs it would have involved, in the moral order,
confequences ftjll more damgerous, by fubjecting,

2 53 beyon
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beyond recovery, the fmaller fpecies of Mankind
to the grefiter.  °

.
¢ & . i :
There are no races of dwarfs, nor of giants.
Thofe which are exhibited at fairs, are little mfen
contracted, or tall over-grown fellows, without
proportion and without vigor. They re-produce
not themfelves either in miniature or magnitude,
whatever pains may have been taken by certain
Princes to procure a diftinct propagation ; among
others, by the late King of Pruffia, Frederic 1.
 Befides, Do fufficient varieties of proportion of the
Human Species iffue from the hand of Nature to
merit the diftin&tive appellation of dwarfs and
giants ? Is there between any two of them fo great
a difference, as between a little Sardinian poney
and a huge Brabant horfe; as between a {paniel,

and one of the large Danifh dogs which run be-
fore our coaches ?

All nations have been from the beginning, and
fill are, with very little difference, and very few
exc‘eptrions, of the fame ftature. 1 have feen
Egyptian Mummies, and the ‘bodies of the
Guanches * ofe the Canary iflands wrapped up in

thc{ir

* Guancres, are the ﬂ{tl(:tons, covered with the ﬂdn,t;)f the
eriginal inhabitants of the Canary Ifland® The body of the

Guanchg
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their {kins. I have feen in Ma.]t_a,‘in a tomb hewn
~out of the folid rock, the fkeleton of a Carthagi-
nian, all ghe bones of which were violet-coloured,
and which had, gerhaps, lain there ¥rom the days
ofgQueen Dido. All thefe bodies were of the
common fize. Enlightened and fober-minded Tra-
vellers have reduced to a ftature hardly exceeding
our own, the pretended gigantic form of the Pa-
tagonians. I am aware that I have elfewhere al-
leged thefe fame reafons ; but it is impoffible to
repeatgthem too frequently, becaufe they overturn,
beyond the poffibility of contradiction, the pre-

Guancho was depofited in a cavity adapted to it’s fize, hewn
out of the rock.  The ftone being of a porous nature, the ani-
mal juices were abforbed, or filtered through, and the folid
parts, with their natural fkinny manﬂe, became indurated, by a
procefs of natural embalming, to fuch a degree as to refift the
future affaults of time. They are ftill exhibited, by the natives
of thofe iflands, to ftrangers who vifit them, with emotions of
pride and veneration ; as the images of their illuftrious ancel-
tors were oftentatioufly difplayed by the Patrician families of
Rome. Avarice has, however, infected the Canarles, ms well as
more enlightened Hlands; and families have been prevailed on
to part with their Guanches to the Mufeums of Eu ropea’m Collec-
tors of Curiofities, *for a little ready money, or in confidération

of a large order of wines. z

—Quid non mortalia peétora cogis,

L 4 Auri facra fames !

in plain Englifh, The love of rgomey will make a man fell bive
Jather. : b H.4&l »
= &

B 4 tended
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tended influences of Climate, which are become
the princéples of* our Phyfics, and; what is fill
worle, of"ou-rtMm’%.lity. -

("

There were formerly, we are told, real gianis,
The thing is poffible ; but this truth is become to :
us inconceiyable, like all others of which Nature
no longer furnifhes any teftimony. If Polyphe-
mufes, lofty as a towcr,- ever exifted, every ftep
they took in walking muft, in moft foils, have
funk into the ground. How could their long and
clumfy fingers have milked the little fhe-goats,
reaped the corn, mowed down the grafs, picked
the fruits of the orchard ? The greateft part of
our aliments would efcape their eyes as well as
their hands.

On the other hand, had there been generations
cgf pigmies, how could they have levelled the fo-
refts to make way for the cultivation of the earth?
They wonld have loft themfelves among the

ruthes. - Every brook would have been to them a
river, and every pebble a rock. The birds of
prey would have carried them off* in their talons,
unlefs they made war upon their eggs, as Homer

reprefents his pigmy race engaged in war with the

eggs of cranes, 3

¢
€ €

On

&
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On either of thefe two fuppofitions, all ehe re-
lations of natural order are burlt afunder, and fuch
difcords meceflarily involve the utter deftruction
of all focial order. Suppofe a nation or giants to
exift pofleffed of our induftry, and inftigated by

our ferocious paffions. ~ Let us place at the head

of it, a Tamerlane, and fee what would become of
our fortifications and of our armies before their
artillery, and their bayonets. =

Asénuch as Nature has affeted \'rariety 1n the
{pecies of Animals of the fame genus, though
they were to inhabit the fame regions, and to fub-
fift on the fame aliments, fo much has the ftudied
uniformity in the prodution of the Human Spe-
cies, notwithftanding the difference of Climates
and of food. The accidental prolongation of the
coceyx, in fome human individuals, has been mif-
taken for a natural chara&er, and a new {pecies of
men with tails, has been grafted on a principle to
flimfy. - Man may degrade himfelf to the level of
the beaft, by the indulgence of brutal appe?ite; but
never was his noble form difhonoured by*he tail,
the forked feety and the horns of the brute. In
vain is the attempt made to trace, an approxima-
tion of Man toward the clafs of mere animals, by

.inﬁenﬁble tranfitions.

Were *
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Waere there any human race in animal forms,
or any angmal endowed with human reafon, they
would be publicly exhibited. We hould have
them in Eurbpe, efpecially in fimes like thefe,
when the whole Globe is pervaded and ranfackgd
by fo many enlightened Travellers ; and when, I
do not fay Princes, but puppet-players import
alive into our fairs, the zebra {o wild, the elephant
fo lumpilh, tigers, lions, white bears, nay, up to
crocodiles ; which haveall been prefented to pub-
lic infpe&ion in London. W

Vain is the attempt to eftablith analogies be-
tween the human female, and the {he-orang-outang,
from the fituation and configuration of the bofom,
from the periodical fexual purgations, from the
attitude, and even from a fort of modefty. Though
the female orang-outang pafles her life in the
woods, Allegrain, furely, as has been obferved,
rever could have modelled after her; his ftatue of
‘Diana, which is thewn at Loucienne. There is a
much greater difference ftill between the reafon of
Man ard that of the beafls, than there is be-
tween thejr forms ; and that man’s muft have been
{trangely perverted, who could advance, as a cele-
brated Author has done, that there is a greater
diftance between the underftanding of Newron, and

. @ that of fuch or fuch a man, than between the un.

(4

i) a !

derftanding
i
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derftanding -of this man and the inftiné® of an
animal.  As we have alréady faxd, the «dulleft
Mankind can learn the ufe ofefire, and th
tice of agricultare, of which the moﬁaintelligent
ob animals is abfolutely incapable; but what I
have not yet faid, the imple ufe of fire,. and the

practice of agriculture, are far preferable to all
Newton's difcoveries.

e pra

Agriculture is the art of Nature, and fire her
primary agent. From experience we are affured,
that men have acquired by means of this element
and of thisart a plenitude of intelligence, of which
all their other combmat:ons, I venture to affirm,
are merely confequences. Our Sciences and Arts
are derived, for the greateft part, from thefe two
fources, and they do not conftitute a difference
more real between the underftanding of one man
and another, than there is between the drefs and
furniture of Europeans and thofe of Savages. As
they are perfe@tly adapted to the neceffities of the
one and of the other, they eftablith no real diffe-
rence between the underftandings whichtontrived
them. The importance which® we affign to our
talents, proceedé not from their utility, but from

, our pride. We fhould take a material ftep to-
ward it’s humiliation, did we confider that the
animals whigh have noeikill in agriculture, and.

.know not the ufe of fire, attain to the gre:‘&c{‘c

i part
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part ofithe obje@s of our Arts and Sciences, and
even furpafs them.
o o :

I fay nothidg of thofe which byild, which fpin,
which manufature paper, cloth, hives, and prag-
tife a mylatude of other trades, of which we do
not fo much as know. But the torpedo defended
himfelf from his enemies by means of the electric
fhock, before Academies thought of making ex-
periments in eleftricity ; and the limpet under-
ftood the power of the preflure of the air, and at-
tached itfelf to the rocks, by forming the vacuum
with its pyramidical Ahell, long before the air-
pump was fet a going. The quails which annually
take their departure from Europe, on their way to
Africa, have fuch a perfect knowledge of the au-
tumnal Equinox, that the day of their arrival in
Malta, where they reft for twenty-four hours, is
marked on the almanacks of the ifland, about the
22d of September,and varies every year as the Equi-
nox. The {wan and wild duck have an accurate
knowledge of the Latitude where they ought to
{top, when, every year they re-afcend, in Spring,
to the extremities of the North, and can find out,
without the help of compafs or oftant, the fpo
where the year before they made their nelts, The
frigat which flies from Eaft. to Well, between the'

« Tropics, over yatt Oceans interrn pted by no Land,
“anl which regains at night, at the diftance of

many
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many hundred leagues, the rock hardly efierging
out of, the water which he left in the moining,
poflefies*means of afcertaining his Longitude, hi-

therto unknows to our moft ingenious Aftro-
Hmers.

'§TUDY VIL.,

Man, it has been faid, owes his intelligence to
his hands : but the monkey, the declared enemy
of allinduftry, has hands too. The fluggard, or
floth, likewife has hands, and they ought to have
fuggefted to him the propriety of fortifying him-
felf : of digging, at leaft, a retreat in the earth,
for himfelf and for his pofterity, expofed as they
are to a thoufand accidents, by the flownefs of
their progreffion. There are animals in abundance
furnithed with tools much more ingenious than
hands, and which are not, for all that, a whit more
intelligent. The gnat is furnithed with a probof-
cis, which is at once an awl proper for piercing
the flefh of animals, and a pump by which it fucks
out their blood. This probofcis contains; befides,
a long faw, with which it opens the {mall blood-
veffels at the bottom of the wound which ic has
made. He is likewife provided withr wings, to
tranfport him wherever he pleafes; a corflet of
, ¢yes ftudded round his little head, to fec all the
objets about him in every direftion; talons fo
fharp, that ke can walk®n polifhed glafs in aPer-
- pendicular dire&ion ; feet fupplied with brufhes
bR ; for
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for cledning himfelf; a plume of feathers on his
forehead ; cand an inftrument anfwering the pur-
pofe of a trumpet t¢ proclaim his triumphs. He
is an inhabitant of the Air, thesEarth, and the
Water, where he is born in form of a worm, amdl
where, before he expires, the eggs which are to
produce a future generation are depofited.

With all thefe advantagés, he frequently falls a
prey to infeéts fmaller, and of a much inferior or-
ganization. The ant which creeps only, «nd is
furnithed with no weapons except pincers, is for-
midable not to him only, but to animals of a
much larger fize, and even to quadrupeds. She
knows what the united force 6f a multitude is ca-
pable of effeting; (he forms republics; fhe
lays up ftore of provifions; fhe builds fubterra-
neous cities ; fhe forms her attacks in regular mi-
litary array ; (he advances in columns, and fome-
times conftrains Man himfelf, in hot countries, to
furrender his habitdtion to her.

So far‘is the intelligence of any one animal from
depending: on the ftructure of ifs limbs, that
their perfection és-frequently, on the contrary, in
the inverfe ratio of it’s fagacity, and appears to be
a kind compenfation of Nature to make up a de-

i) i'eéE. To afcribe the intelligence of Man to his
hands, 1s to deduce the caufe from the means, ard

L}

talent
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talent from the tool with which it works. It9s juft
as if I were to fay, that Le Suent is indebted for
the happy*native graces of his f)i&u;cs to a pencil
of fable’s hair; and that Virgi/ owes all the-har-
meny of his verfes to a feather of the fwan of
Mantua. ' .

It is fhill more extravagant to maintain, that
human reafon depends on Climate, becaufe there
are fome fhades of variety in manngrs and cuf-
toms. *The Turks cover their heads with turbans,
and we cover ours with hats; they wear long
flowing robes, and we drefs in coats with fhort
fkirts. In Portugal, fays Montagne, they drink off
the fediment of wines, we throw it away. Other
examples, which I could quote, are of fimilar im-
portance. To all this I anfwer, that we would a&
as thefe people, if we were in their country ; and
that they would act as we do, were they in ours.

Turbans and flowing robes art adapsed, to hot
countries, where the head and body ftand in need
of being cooled,” by inclofing in the covéring of
both a greater mafs of air. From thig neceffity
has arifen the ufe of turbans ameng the Turks,
ghe Perfians, and Indians, of the mitres of the
Arsbians, of the bonnets like a fugar-loaf of the
Chinefe and Samefe, and®that of wide and flowing ..‘
robes, worn by moft of the Nations of the South.

3 Frem
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Frone a contrary neceffity, the Nations of the
North, as the Polanders, the Ruffians, the Tar-
tars, wear furred 8aps and clofe garments. We

Eel-t o . . . i
are obliged to have, in our raing Climates, three

aqueducts upon our head, and garments thortenzd,
becaufe of the dirt. The Portugueze drink the
fediment of wine; and fo would we do with the
wines of Portugal ; for in fweet wines, as thofe of
hot countries, the moft {ugary particles are at the
bottom of Jhe cafk; and in ours, which are
fprightly, nothing is at the bottom but mers dregs,
the beft is uppermoft. I have feen in Polind,
where they drink great quantities of the wines of
Hungary, the bottom of the bottle prefented as a
mark of preference. Thus the very varieties of

national cuftoms prove the confiftency of human
reafon,

. Climate has no greater influence in changing
human morality, which is reafon in perfetion. I
admit,__‘ag the fame time, that extreme heat and
cold produce ‘an effeit on the paffions. I have
cven remarked, that the hotteftdays of Summer,
and the coldeft of Winter, were actually the fea-
fons of the year when moft crimes Were commit-
ted. The dog-days, fay the vulgar, is a feafon of
calamity. I could fay as much of the monthk gf
January. I believe it anuft have been in confor-
mity to thefe obfervations, that ancient Legiflasars

had
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had eftablifhed, for that critical period, féftivals
defigned to diffipate the melancholy of .Mankind,
fuch as the feaft of Saturn athong the Romans,
and the feaft of Kings * among the Gauls. In
eash Nation the feftival was adapted to the public
tafte ; among the Romans, it prefented the images
of a republic; among our ancci’cors thofe of mo-
narchy.

But I beg leave, likewife, to remark, that thofe
fealonsefertile in crimes, are the feafons, too, of
the moft fplendid actions. This effervefcence of
feafon acts on our fenfes, like that of wine. It
produces in- us an extraordinary impulfion, but
indifferently to good and to evil. - Befides, Nature
has implanted in our foul two powers, which ever
balance each other in juft proportion. When the
phyfical fenfe, Love, debafes us, the moral fenti-
ment, Ambition, raifes us up again. The equiliy

>

* The Feaft of Kings, T apprehend, is coeval with ti® Chrif-
tian Era, and had it’s origin in the ftar-directed vifif of the
Eaftern Magi to Bethlehem of Judah, recorded in the beginning
of the fecond chaptér of the Gofpel according to St* Matthew.
We can hardly fuppofe the ancient Gauls {o extremely attached
to irregular and unfteady Monarchy, as to inftitute and celebrate
amnual feafts in honour of it. Whatever may be in this, mo-
dern &auls can fay of the political body, what the Meédecin maleré
Iui of Moliere, fays, gipefting the tfitural body : 7% bave cb:mcm’
all thet. SUHER j
v YOL. II. c brium
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briunt neceffary to the empire of Virtue ftill fub-
fifts, andeit is never totally loft, except in per{'ons
with whom it has Been deftroyed by the habits of
fociety, and more frequent}y itili by thofe of edu-
cation. In that cafe, the predominant paffien,
having no longer any counterpoife, affumes the
command of all our faculties ; but this is the fault
of fociety, which undergoes the punithment of it,
and not that of Nature.

- I remark, however, that thefe fame feafons exert
their influence on the paffions of Man, by a&ing
only on his moral, and not on his phyfical prin-
ciple. Though this refleCtion has fomething of
the air of paradox, I fhall endeavour to fupport it
by a very remarkable obfervation. If the heat of
Climate could act on the human body, it affuredly
would be when one is in his mother’s womb : for it
then acls on that of all animals, whofe expanfion
it accelerates. Father du Terzre, in his excellent
Hiftory of the Ahtilles, fays, that in thofe iflands,
the pErlOd of geftation of all European animals is
fhorter than in temperate Climates; and that the
hen’s egios are not longer in hqtchmg, than the
feeds of the orange in burfling their thell, twenty-
1href: days. Pliny had obferved in Italy, that th%y

hatch in nineteen days in Summer, and in tWemty-'

fj&e in Winter. o A
: e

In
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In every country, the temperature of Clynate
haftens, or retards, the expanfion of all plants, and
the geftation of all animals, thedduman Race ex- ;
cepted : let this be carefully remarke®l. °¢ Inthe
“ Antilles lﬂands,” fays Father du Tertre, “¢ the
«¢ white women and the negreffes go with child
¢« nine months, as in France.” I have made the
fame remark in all the countries through which I
have travelled, in the Ifte of France, under the
Tropic of Capricorn, and in the extremity of Ruf-
fian Finland. 'This obfervation is of confiderable
importance. It demonftrates that the body of
Man is not fubjeéted, in this refpe, to the fame
laws with other animals. It manifefts a moral in-
tention in Nature, to preferve an equilibrium in
the population of Nations, which would have been
deranged, had the pregnancy of the woman been
of thorter duration in hot countries than in cold.
This intention is farcther manifefted in the admi-
rable proportion fhe maintains in the production
of the two fexes, {o nearly equal in number, and
in the very difference which we find, of one toun-
try from another, between the number of smales
and females: forit is compenfated from North to
South, in fuch a manner, that if there be rather
more women born to the South, there are rather
mbre, men born to the North ; as if Nature meant
to attract and to unite Natjpns, the moft remote =,
from each other; by intermarriages. e O

c2 Climate

2
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Pt .
? ‘Clymate has an influence on morality, but by no
means: determines it 3 and 'though this fuppofed
determination mgy be confidered, in many mo-
dern Bodks, as the fundamental bafis of the Le-
giflation of the Nations, there is no one philofo-
phical opinion more completely refuted by hiftoric
teﬁ:imc;ny. ¢ Liiberty,” fay they, ¢ has found
“ her afylum in the lofty mountains; from the
¢ North it was that the haughty conquerors of the
““World iffued forth. In the fouthern plains of
““ Afia, on the contrary, reign defpotifm, flavery,
“¢ and all the political and moral vices which may
¢ be traced up to the lofs of liberty.”

So then, we muft go and regulate, by our baro-
meters, and thermometers, the virtues and the
kappines of Nations! There is no neceflity to
leave Europe, in order to find a multitude of mo-
narchical mountains, {uch as thofe of Savoy, a part

vof the Alps, of the Apennines, and the whole of
the Pyreneans. We- fhall fee, on the conrrary,-
many-republics in plains, fuch as thofe of Holland,
of ‘Venice, of Poland, and even of England. RBe-
fides, each of thofe territories has, by turns, made
trial of different forts of government. Neither
cold, nor ruggednels of foil, ‘infpire men with the
energy of liberty, and fill lefs with the unjuft ae-
. bition'ofencroa;ching on that of others,

a
. The pea-
¢ dants of Ruffia, of Poland,

and of’the cold moun:
S tains

[
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¥ leil..!
tains of Bohemxa, have been :{la.ve&f@r ‘many ages

paft; whcreas the Angrias, l;d the Nfa{attahs,
are free men and tyrants in: the South f India.
There are feveral’ republics on the northern coaft
of Afnca, where it is exceffively hot. The Turks,
who have laid held of the fineft provinces of Eu-
rope, iflued from the mild Climate of Afia. The
timidity of the Siamefe, and of moft Afiatics, has
been quoted ; but -it isto be imputed, in thofe
Nations, to the multitude of their tyrants, rather
than to the heat of their countries, The Macaf-
{ars, who inhabit the ifland of Célébes, fitu-
ated almoft under the Line, are poffefled of a
courage fo intrepid, as the gallant Count Forbin
relates, that a finall number of them, armed with
poniards only, put to flight the whole force under
his command, at Bancock, confifting of Siamefe
and French, though the former were very nume-
rous, and the others armed with mufkets and bay-»

onets. AT
L
Ll

If from courage we make the tranfition to,love,
we (hall find thag Climate has no more a deter-
- mmmﬁpower over Man, in the one cafe “than in
the other. I might refer myfelf, for proof of the
en.effes of this paffion, to the teftimony of travel-
lers, %o afcertain which has the fuperiority, in this 5
re(pect, the Nattons of the South, or thofe of thes o

Ngrth. Inall countries love is a torrid Zone to
R c'g the
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the heart of Man. I muft obferve, that thefe ap-
propriations of EI_(_pve to the Nations oflthc South,
and of Goumge, to the Nations of the North, have
been imagined by our Philofopers, as eﬁ'e&g of
Climate, applicable only to foreign nations: for
they unite thefe two qualities, as effects of the
fame temperament, in thofe of our heroes to whom
they mean to pay their court. According to them,
a Frenchman great in feats of love, is likewife great
in feats of war ;. bur this does not hold as to other
Nations. An Afiatic, with his feraglio, is an effe-
minate coward ; and a Ruffian, or any other fol-
dier of the North, whofe Courts give penfions, isa
fecond Mars. - But all thefe diftinctions of temper-
ament, founded on Climate, and {o injurious to
Mankind, vanifh into air, before this fimple quef-
tion: Are the turtle-doves of Ruffia lefs amorous
than thofe of Afia; and are the tigers of Afia lefs
o ferocious than the white bears of Nova Zembla ?

. Wathout goi}lg to feek among men objelts of
comparifon and contraft, from difference of place,

we (hall find greater diverfity in, manners, in opi-
_nions, in habiliments, nay, in phyﬁogno&y, be-
tween an opera-attor and a capuchin-friar, than
there is between a Swede and a Chinefe, Whst a

. contnft is the talkative, flattering, deceitful Greek,
‘e ofo fondly attached to life, to the flent, ftately, ho-
neft Turk, ever devoted to death  Thefe men, (o

very
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very oppofite, are born, however, in the fyne ci-
ties, breathe the fame air, live on the fame food.
Their ekgra&ion, we fhall be tald, is not the fame;
for pride, among us, afcribes a m¥ht) influence
tothe power of blood. But the’ greateft part of
thofe Janiffaries, fo formidable to the cowardly
Greeks, are frequently their own children, whom
they are obliged to give in tribute, and who pafs,
by a regular procefs, into this firft corps of the
Ottoman foldiery. The courtefans of India fo vo-
luptuqus, and it’s penitents {o auftere; are they not
of the fame Nation, and in many cafes, of the
fame family ?

I beg leave to afk, In what inftance was an in-
clination to vice or virtue known to be communi-
cated with the blood ? Pompey, fo noted for ‘his
generofity, was the fon of Szrabo, infamoufly no-
torious to the Roman people for his avarice. The
cruel Domitian was brother to the gracious 7.

Caligula and Agrippina, the mother of Nero, were,
indeed, brother and fifter ; butthey Wcre the chil-
dren of Germanicus, the darling hope ofs Rome.
The barbarouse Commoedss was fon to the divine
Martus Aurelius. What a difference is frequently
obfervable in the fame man, between his youth
- %ng his mature age ; between Nero, faluted as the
“Father of his Country; ,when he mounted thes

throne ; and Nero execrated as it's avowed enemy .
c4 before
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beforeehis death > between Zitus, fligmatized with
the name,of a feond Nero, in his youth, and Zzzus
at his death, embaémed with the tears qf the Se-
nate, of the Roman people, and of ftrangers ; and
tranfmitted unanimoufly to pofterity as the delight
of mankind? : i

It 15 not Climate, then, which regulates the
morality of Man ; it is opinion, it is education ;
- and fuch is their power, that they triumph not
only cver lgtitudes-, but even over tempergment.
Cefar, fo ambitous, {o diffolute; and Caro, fo
temperate and virtuous, were both of a fickly con-
ftitution. - Place, Climate, Nation, Family, Tem-
perament, na one of thefe, and in no part of the
World, determine men to vice or te virtue. They
are every where free to choof.

Before we take into confideration the evils which
mien bring upon themfelves, let us attend to thofe
which are inflicted by the hand of Nature, It is
demanded, Why fhould beafls of prey exift 2
They aze ablolutely neceffary. But for them the
Earth would be infefted with cadaverous fub-
flances. There perithes, annually, of a natural
death, the twentieth part, at leaft, of quadrupeds,
the tenth part of fowls, and an infinie number,of’

. “infecs, moft of the {pecies of which

live only one
€ .o ©

year;

[
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year. Nay, there are infefts whofe life i con-
traced to a few hours, {uch as tha ephemgra. = |
L d v v
As the rains gonvey all thefe fpofs of the land
togthe rivers, and thence to the Seas, it is, ac-
cordingly, on their fhores, that Nature bas col-
le&ed the animals which are deftined to confume
them. Moft of the ferocious animals defcend by
night from the mountains, to hunt for their prey
in this direttion: there are even feveral claffes
createq exprefsly for fuch fituations } s the whole
amphibious race ; for example, the white bear, the
otter, the crocodile. Itis in hot countries efpe-
cially, where the effeés of corruption are moft ra-
pid and moft.dangerous, that Nature has multi-
plied carnivorous animals. Tribes of lions, tigers,
leopards, panthers, civet cats, ounces, jackals, hy-
enas, condors, &c. refort thither, to re-inforce
thofe of wolves, foxes, martens, otters, vultures,
crows, &c. Legions of voracious crabs are nef-
tled in their fands; the caimans and the croco-
diles lie in ambu(h among their reeds ; fhell-fth,
of innumerable fpecies, armed with utenfils fit for
fucking, piercing, filing, bruifing, roughen the
face of the rocks, and pave the borders of their
feas ; clouds of fea-fowls hover, with a loud noife,
?)vgr their fhallows, or fail round and round, at -
the difcretion.of the waves, in quelt of food; the*,
lgrpprey, ‘the becune, the carang, and the whdle ®
{pecies
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fpecies of cartilaginous fithes, which live only en
fleth, fuch as thehygian, the long fhark, the broad
thorn-back, the fiipper, the polypus, armed with
air-holes, and all the varieties of {ea- dogs, fwim
there in crowds, conftantly employed in devouring
the wreck of bodies thrown upon the fhore.

Nature calls in, befides, the infe¢t legions to
haften forward their confumption. . The walps,
furnithed with fciffars, cut afunder the flefhy
parts 5 the flies pump out the fluids, the fea-
worms cut in pieces the bones, Thefe laft on the
fouthern coafts, and efpecially at the mouths of ri-
vers, are in fuch prodigious quantities, and armed
with augers {o formidable, that they are capable
of devouringa fhip of war in lefs time than it
colt to build her; and have thereby reduced the
maritime Powers to the neceffity of lately fheath-
ing the bottoms of their {quadrons with copper,
as a fecurity againft their attacks.

The wrecks of all thefe bodies, after having
fexved for food to the innumerable tribes of other
fifhes, fome of which are provided with beaks
formcd like a fpoon, and others like a pipe, for
picking up the very crumbs of this vaft table; re-
duced, at length, through fuch  a feries of dlgef'
e “ tions, into phlegms, inte oils, into Ditumens, and

umtcd to the pulps of vegetables, which defeend
from
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from all quarters into the Ocean, would ¥e-pro-
duce in it’s waters a new chaos of putrefattion,
did not the currents convey thelr diffolution to
volcanos, whofe*fires finifh the proccfs of decom-
pbfition, and give them back to the  elements.
For this reafon it is, as has been already indicated,
that volcanos are frequent only in hot countries ;
that they are all fituated in the vicinity of the Sea,
or of great Lakes ; that they are difpofed at the
extremity of their currents; and that.they owe en-
tirely%o the purification of the waters, the fulphurs
and the bitumens which adminifter a conftant fup-
ply to their furnaces.

Animals of prey are by no means an obje of
terror t0 Man.  Firft, becaufe moft of them roam
abroad only in the night. They have prominent
charatters, which announce their approach even
before it is poffible to perceive them. Some fa-
vour ftrongly of mufk, as the marten, the civet-
cat, the crocodile ; others have fhrill and, piercing
voices, which may be heard by night, at a great
diftance, as wolves and jackals; others are diftin-
guithed by parti-coloured fpots, or ftréaks, which
are perceptible a great way off, on the yellow

» ground of their fkin ; fuch are the dutky ftripes
of the tiger, and the dark fpots of the Jeopard.
All of themphave eyes Whichfparkle in the dark .
*Nature has beftowed fome of thefe common fig trna-
. tures
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tures €ven on carnivorous and blood-fucking in-
fefs ; fuch is the waﬂ) whofe ground celour 1is
yellow, fu.rroqnded with rings of black like the
tiger, and the gnat, fpotted with white upon a
dark ground, who announces his approagh by a
loud buzzing. Even thofe which attack™ 1e hu-
man bedy are furnifhed with remarkable indica-
tions. They cither fmell ftrongly, as the bug ; o
prefent 'oppoﬁﬁons of colour to the places on
which they fix, as white infe@s on the hair; or
the blacknefs of the flea contrafted to the Whites
nefs of the fkin. '

A great many Writers exclaim violently on the
cruelty of ferocious animals, as if our cities were
liable to be invaded by fwarms of wolves, or, as if
bands of lions, from Africa, were, from time to
time, making incurfions into our European colo-
nigs.  They all fhun the habitations of Man, and,
as 1 faid, moft  of them flir abroad only in the

night. ,Thefe diltin@ive . characters are unani-
mouﬂy attefted by Naturalifts, Hunters, and Tra-
vellers.. “VWhen T was at the Cape of Good: Hope,
M. ¢ Tolback, who was then Governor, informed
me, that lions were formerly very common in the
adjacent  country ; but that fince the Dutch had o
formed a fettlement there, you muft travel fifty Ox
{'xtv leagues up the country before ene is to be
feem. N
Aftere

=
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After all, what is their ferocity to us? Evgn fup-
poﬁncr ‘we were not provided with arms, ‘which
they aré incapable of refifting,sand with'a f'agactty
far fuperior to all their cunning, Neturt has given
us dogs able to” combat, nay, to fubdue them ;
and fhe has moft admirably adapted their fpecies
to thofe of animals the moft formidable. In the
countries where lions are natives, there 15 likewife
produced a breed of dogs capable of engaging
them in fingle combat. 1 fhall quote, after the
aricier}_t, but learned tranflation of Dupiner, what
Pliny relates of a dog of this {pecies, which was
prelented to Alexander, by a King of Albania *.
< King Alexander firft oppofed to him a lion,
¢ which the dog prefently tore in pieces. - After
¢ that, he ordered to let loofe an elephant, which
¢ afforded him the higheft diverfion that he ever
“ had enjoyed. For the dog, briftling him{If up
« from the firft, began to wheel about, and fnarl,
¢ at the elephant; then advanced to the attack,
“ {pringing on this fide and og that fide, with all
¢ imaginable circumfpecion: now leaping up to
¢ affavlt, now couching to the right, tosthe left,
¢¢ which caufed the elephant to*turn and. wind
s about fo frequently, that he was, at Taft, com-
¢ pletely tired out, and fell down with a fhock

”“.WhiCll made the ground tremble, on which the
# Pling®s Natural Hiﬂ.ory, book viii. chap.xl.. & =

(13
f dog

-
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«¢ dog, fprung upon him, and difpatched him.” I
can hardly think this dog could be of the fame
race with our lap-dpgs. 5 o
L Ld

The animals formidable to Man are more to be
feared from their fmallnefs than from their mag-
nimdc;.there is no one, however, but what may
be rendered fubfervient to his benefit. ~Serpents,
centipeds, {corpions, toads, inhabit fcarcely any
other than humid and unwholefome places, from
which they Keep us at a diftance, more by their
hideous figures than by their poifons. Such fer-
pents as are really dangerous, give fignals of their
approach ; fuch are the rattles of the {hake which
bears that name. Few perfons perith by their
fting, and only from their own carelefinefs and
imprudence. Befides, our pigs and poultry eat
them currently, without fuffering the flighteft in-
convenience. Ducks, in particular, devour them
with avidity, as they likewife do moft poifonous
plants. Thofe of the kingdom of Pontus acquired
fo muclevirtue by aliments of fuch forts, which
are common there, that Mithridates employed
their blood in his famous counter- poifons.

There are, it is admitted, noxious infeéts which
prey upon our fruits, our corn, nay, our perfons.’
, But if {nails, may-bugs, catcrplllars, and locuﬁs,

rravage our plains, it is becaufe w€ deftroy the
birds
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birds of our groves which live’ upon them., or,
becaufe, that on tranfporting the,trees of foreign
countries into our own, fuch as the great chefnut
of India, the ebgny, and others, %e Have tran-
fparted with them the eggs of thofe infeéts which
they nourifh, without importing, likewife, the
birds of the fame climate which deftroy them.
Every country has thofe peculiar to itfelf, for the
prefervation of i’s plants. I have {een one, atthe
Cape of Good-Hope, called the gardener’s bird,
inceflantly employed in catching the worms and
caterpillars, which he ftuck onthe thorny prickles
of the bufhes. I have likewife feen, in the Hle of
France, a fpecies of ftarling called Martin, which
comes from India, and which lives entirely on lo=-
cufts, and on other infeds which infeft the cattle.
If we were to naturalize thefe birds in Europe, no
{cientific difcovery ever made would be {o bene-
ficial to Nlan.

-

But the birds of our own grewes are flill fuffi-
cient to clear our plains of noxious vermiil, pre-
vided the bird-catchers were laid under a prohibi-
tion to entraptitem, as they do, by whole coveys,
in their nets, not to immure them in cages, but
to make food of them. A fancy was adopted, fome
fca.;s ago, in Pruffia, to exterminate the race of
{parrows, as 1mmn:a.l to agriculture.” Every pea-

{apg in the rountry was fubjeCted to an annudl
capitation
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capitetion tax of twelve heads of that kind of bird;
which were employed in the manufacture of falt-
petre, for in that ¢ountry, nothing is fuffered to
g0 to walte. “ At the end of the {econd, or, at far-
theft, of the rhird year, it was difcovered thatin-
fe&s had devoured their crops, and it was {peedily
found advifable to invite the fparrows from neigh-
bouring countries, to re-people the kingdom with
them. Thefe birds, it is true, do eat fome grains
of corn, when the infeéts fail them ; but thefe laft,
among others the weevil, confume the grain by
bufhels, nay, by granaries~ If, however, it were
poflible to extinguifh the whole race of infes, it
would be the height of imprudence to fet about
“it; for we fhould deftroy, along with them, moft
of the feathered tribes of our plains, which have
no other food for their young while in the neft.

As to the animals which fall upon our corn in
the granary, and our wocllens in the warchoufe,
fuch as rats, mice, mites, moths; I find that the

- former are ufeful in purifying the earth from hu-
man excrement, which conftitutes a confiderable
part of their food. Befides, Naturé has made Man
a prefent of the cat, to clear the interior of his ha-
bitation from thofe vermin. She has endowed this
animal not only with uncommon agility, and with

. * wonderful patience and dagacity, but alfo. with a
? {pirit of domefticity perfeétly adapted to her £~

ployment.

«
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ployment. The cat attaches herfelf folel’y .zul the

houfe. If the mafter removes fhe returns alone

at m_g‘ht t3 her old habitation. Sheediffers effen-
tially in this fron? the dog, who attaches himfelf
{olfly to the perfon of his mafter. The cat has the
affeGion of a courtier, and the dog thit of a
friend ; the former adheres to the poffeffion, and
the latter to the man.

The weevil and the moth, fometimes, commit,
it is trut, great depredations among our grain and
our woollens. Some Wiriters have told us, that
the common hen is fufficient to clear the granaries

of them : poffibly it may be fo. We have, be- -

fides, the {pider and the fwallow, which defiroy
them at the feafon when they take wing. I fhall
here confidgr only their political utility. On look-
ing into thofe prodigious magazines where mono-
polizers hoard up the provifion and clothing of a»
whole province, are we not bound to. blefs the
Hand that created the infe€ which obliZessthem
to bring thefe neceflary commodities to market ?
Were grain as incorruptible as gold and filver, it
would fuon become as f{carce. See under how
many locks and doors thefe metals are fecured.
The commonalty would, at length, be completely
deprived of their fubfiftence, if it were as little

fufceptible of cange as that which is the reprefens - o

tatave of it. The mite and the moth firft lay the

WOL. II. » mifer
-

»

»
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mifer under the neceflity of employing a good
many hdhds in f’ci;ring about and fifting his grain,
till they forcg him at laft to difpofe of*it altoge-
ther. How many poor wretche® would go naked,
if the moth did not devour the wardrobes #nd
warehoufes of the rich! What is moft wonderful
here, is, that the articles which minifter to luxuiry
are not liable to perifh by infets, as thofe which
are fubfervient to the moft preffing wants of human
life. It is poffible to preferve, without any dimi-
nution of value, coffee, filk, and cottons, éven for
ages; but in India, where thefe commodities are
real neceflaries of life, there are infe&s which
quickly corrode them, particularly cotton.

The infefts which attack the human body .

equally oblige the rich to employ thofe who have
nothing, as domeftics, to keep up cleanlinefs
around them.  The Incas of Peru exatted even
this tribute of the poor ; for in all countries thefe
infe@s atiach themfelves to Man, though it may
have been faid, that they did not pafs the line.
Befides thefe infeéts are rather teizing than noxi-

ous: they draw off the bad blood. = As they im-
moderately increafe only in great heats,’ they in-
vite us to have recourfe to bathing, which is fo
wholefome, and yet fo much negle@ed among us,
becaufe being expenfive, it is become an object of
luxury.

e

After



-

STUDY ViI, * » 35

After all, Nature has placed other infeds near
us, which deftroy them; thefeare the {piders #,
I have heatd of an old officer, whe being very

much incommodel with bugs, at the Hofpital of

the® Invalids, permitted the fpiders to multiply
round his bed, and thereby got the better of that
naufeous vermin. This remedy, I am aware, will
appear to many perfons worfe than the difeafe. But
T believe it pofiible to find others more ag-reeab'le,
in perfumes and oily effences; at leaft,” I have re-
marked; that the odour of various kinds of aro-

# T prefume that it is a particular {pecies of fpider : for I am
perfuaded that there are as many fpecies of thefe as there are of
infeds to be deftroyed. They do not all expand nets; fome
catch their prey fairly in the chace ; others fucceed by lying in
ambufcade. I have feen one in Malta of a very fingular cha-
ra@er, and which is to be found in every houfe of that ifland.
Nature has beftowed on this fpecies of fpider the refemblance of

afly, in the head and fore part of the body. When fhe perceives |

a fly on the wall, fhe makes her firft approaches in great hafte,
taking care always to maintain the higher Jtation. When fhe
has got within five or fix inches of her objed, fhe advances very
flowly, prefenting to it a treacherous refemblance ; :m_c‘_l’ when
fhe has got within the diftance of two or three inches, fhe makes
a fudden fpring on het prey. This violent leap, madeon a per-
pendicular plane, muft furely precipitate her to the ground.
No fuch thing. You find her again ftill on the QTII, whether
fheshas made good her blow or miffed it; for previoufly to this
great ffort, fhe had affixed a cord a-top, by which to warp her-
felf up again. Cartgfian Philofophers, will you pretend, after

: ; s - >
this, to perfift in maintaining that animals are merely ma-
»

chines ! ;
= D 7z matic

>
E ]
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matic plants puts to flight thofe abominable ani-

. el s : 2580

L L

As to other calamities of Natufe’s infliing, Man
feels their preflure only becaufe he deviates ffom
her laws. If frorms fometimes ravage his orchards
and his corn fields, it is becaufe he frequently
places them where Nature never intended they
fhould grow. Storms fearcely ever injure any cul-
ture except the injudicious cultivation of Man.
Forefts and natural meadows never fuffér in the
flighteft degree. Befides, they have their utility.
Thunder-ftorms purify and cool the air. The
hail, with which they are fometimes accompanied,
deftroys great quantities of hurtfal infects; and
hails are frequent only at the feafon when fuch in- ©
fects hatch and multiply ; in Spring, and Summer.
But for the hurricanes of the torrid Zone, the ants
wand locufls' would render the iflands firuated be-

tween the Tropics totally uninhabitable,

L @
&

[ have already pointed out the utility, the abfo-
lute neceffity of the volcanos, whofe fires purify
the waters of the Sea, as thofe of the thunder pu-
rify the air.  Earthquakes proceed from the fame
caufe. Befides, Nature communicates previgus

o notice of their effe@s, and of the places Swhere
‘o otheir focufes are fithated. The irthabitants of LifZ
bon know well that their city has been feveral

times
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times fhattered by fhocks of this kind, and tRat it
is 1mprudent to build in ftone. To perfens who
can fubmitto live in a houfe of‘wood they have
nothing formidable. Naples and Portici are per-
fecdy acquainted with the fate of Herculaneum..
After all, earthquakes are not univerfal ; they are
local and periodical. Pliny has obferyed that the
Gauls were not fubjett to vifitations of this kind ;

but there are many other countries which know ‘of

them only by report. They are fcarcely ever fele
except in the vicinity of volcanos, on the fthores of
the Sea, or of great Lakes, and only at certain par-
ticular portions of the fhore.

As to the epidemical maladies of the Human
_Race, and the difeafes of animals, they are, in ge-
neral, to be imputed to corrupted waters. Phyfi-
cians, who have inveftigated their caufes, afcribe
them fometimes to the corruption of the air, fome-
times to the mildew of plants, fometimes to fogs :
but all thefe caufes are fimply effet of the corrup-
tion of the waters, from which arife putrid exhala-
tions that infect the air, and vegetables, and ani-
mals. This may®be charged, in almoft every in-
ftance,. on the injudicious labours of Man.  The
moft unwholefome regions of the Earth, as faras I
- am ag prefent able to recolle, are in Afia, on the
banks of the Gapges, fromswhich proceed, every
yea:;,‘putrid fevers, that, in 1771, coft Bengal the
D 3 life
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life %of more than a million of men. They have
for their focus‘the rice plantations, which are arti-
ficial mraffes, formed along the Ganges, for the
culture of that grain. After the crop is reaped,
the roots and ftalks of the plant left on the ground,
rot, and are transformed into infe&ious puddles,
from which peftilential vapours are exhaled. ' It
is in the view of preventing thefe pernicious confe-
quences, that the culture of this plant has been
exprefsly prohibited in many parts of Europe,
efpecially in Ruffia, round Otzchakof,- where it
was formerly produced in great quantities.

In Africa, the air of the ifland of Madagafcar is
corrupted, and from the fame caufe, during fix
months of the year, and will ever prefent an invin-.
cible obftacle to any European fettlement upon it.
All the French colonies which have been planted

o there, perifhed one after another, from the putri-
dity of the air; and I myfelf muft, with the reft,
have fallen a vi¢tim to it, had not Divine Provi-
dence, by means of which I tould have no fore-
fight, prevented my intended expedition, and re-
fidence 1n that part of the world.

It is from the ancient miry canals of Egypt,
-thaf the leprofy and the peftilence are perpe:tu;dly
_Mluing forth. I.n Eufope, the angient falt-marfhes
of Brouage, which the water of the Sea no lopger

reaches,
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reaches, and in which the rain-waters ftagpate,
becaufe they are confined by the dikes and ditches
of the old falt-pits, are become sonftant fources of
diftemper among ghe cattle. Similartifeafes, pu-
trid,and bilious fevers, and the land-fcurvy, annu-
ally iffue from the canals of Holland, which pu-
trify, in Summer, to fuch a degree, that I have
feen, in Amfterdam, the canals covered with dead
fithes ; and it was impoffible to crofs certain
ftreets, without obftruéting the paffages of the
mouth 3nd nofe with your handkerchief. They
have, indeed, forced a kind of current to the ftag-
nant waters by means of wind-mills, which pump
them up, and throw them over the dikes, in places
where the canals are lower than the level of the
Sea; but thefe machines are ftill far too few in

number,

The bat air of Rome, in Summer, proceeds
from it’s ancient aqueducts, the waters of ‘which
are diffufed among the ruins, or which have inur-
dated the plains, the levels whereof have been in-
terrupted by the magnificent labours of the an-
cient Romans. *The purple fever, the dyfentery,
the {mall-pox, fo common all over our plains, af-
ter the heats of Summer, or in warm and humid
fprings, proceed, for the moft part, from the pud-
dles of the peafantry, in which leaves and the re-
fufe of plants putrify. Many of our city-diftems

: D 4 pers
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persaffue from the layftalls which furround them,
and from the ¢jmeteries about our churches; and
which E)r:netraf:c wito the very (anétuary.*
L3 [ 9 3
I do not believe there would.have been a ﬁgg!e
unwholefome {pot on the Earth, if men had not
put their hands to it. The malignity of the air of
St. Domingo has been quoted, that of Martinico,
of Porto-Bello, and of feveral diftricts of America,
as a natural effe@ of Climate. But thefe places
have been inhabited by Savages, who, from time
immemorial, have bufied themfelves in diverting
the courfe of rivers, and choking up rivulets.
Thefe labours conftitute even an effential part of
their. defence. They imitate the beavers in the
fortification of their villages, by inundating the
adjacent country. Provident Nature, however, °
has placed thofe animals only in cold Latitudes,
where, in.imitation of herfclf, they form lakes
“which foften the air; and fhe has introduced run.
ning waters into hot Latitudes, becaufe lakes
would there {peedily change, by evaporation, into
putrid mar(hes. The lakes which fhe has fcooped
out in fuch Latitudes, are all, fituated among
mountains, at the fources of rivers, and in a cool
Atmofphere. I am the more induced to impute
to the Savages the corruption of the air, {o mui-

. ¢ derous in fome of the Antilles, that all the iffands

evhich haye been found uninhabitéd were exceed-

ingly
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ingly wholefome ; fuch as the Ifle of Franae, of
Bourbon, of St. Helena, and others. - o
L r 4 .

As the corrupti.on of the air is a‘fubj’cé’f pecu-
liagy interefting, 1 fhall venture to fuggeft, by the
way, fome fimple methods of remedying it. The
firlt is, to remove the caufes of it, by fub&ituting',
in place of the ftagnant puddles with which our
plains abound, the ufe of cifterns, the waters of
which are {o falubrious, when they are judicioufly
conftrugted. They are univerfally employed all
.over Afia. Care thould, likewife, be raken to pre-
vent the throwing the bodies, and other offal, of
dead animals into the layftalls'of our cities ; they
ought to be carried ‘to the rivers, which will be
thereby rendered more produétive of fith. In the
cafe of Cities which are not wathed by rivers to
carry off the garbage, or if this method is found
otherwife®inconvenient, attention (hould be paid,
at leaft, to placing the layftalls only to the North
and North-eaft of {fuch cities, ‘im order to efcape,
efpecially during Summer, the fetid gufts’which
pafs over them from the South and South-weft.

The fecond is, to abftain from digging canals.
We are well acquainted with the maladies which
Hhve refulted from thofe of Egypt, in the vicinity
of Rome, and elfewhere, gvhen care is not taken
o lsec:p them ih repair. Befides, the benefits de> °
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