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OIiDER II.—INSESSORES.

TRIBE IIT.—CONIROSTRES.

Rostrum mediocre aut elongatum, forte, magis minusve conicum,
integrum aut wversus apicem subemarginatum, marginibus in-
terdum denticulatis : pedes simplices aut gressorit, tetradactyls,
digiti tribus anticis, uno postico.

Beak moderate or elongated, strong, more or less conic, entire or
slightly emarginate near the tip, its edges sometimes denti-
culated : legs simple or gressorial, four-toed, three placed hefore,

one behind.

Tars tribe, as observed by Mr. Vigors, is distin-
guiched by the strength and conical form of the beak,
and in general Ly the integrity of its margin: the
typical groups are for the most part omnivorous; the
extremes chiefly graniverous: the latter are those
which are comprised by Ray among his hard-billed
birds. They are thus divided =

Structure more perfect ;} SturNiDE, Vigors.
food universal : Corvip.e, Leach.

Bucerinz, Leach.
Loxrap.xe, Vigors.

Structure less perfect ,'}
FrINGILLID®, Vigors.

food chiefly vegetable:
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FRINGILLIDZE.

FAMILY L—FRINGILLID .

Rostrum medzocre, conicum, acuminatum, magis Minus = Crassum
aut subulatum, integrum vel interdum wversus apicem paulo
utringue emarginatum : pedes simplices.

Beak moderate, conic, acuminated, more or less thickened o-
subulated, entire or sometimes slightly emarginated on each
side near the tip ; legs simple.

STIRPS L.—TANAGRINA, Vigors *.

Tue birds included in this stirps of the family are
usually of splendid and lively colours, and chiefly
subsist upon grains and berries, and but sparingly
on insects : they are all natives of America, and in
habit resemble Sparrows.

GENUS CXXXVIL—EUPHONIA. Desmarest.

Rostrum basi subtrigonum, || Beak somewhat trigonal and

breve, supra -carinatum, tumid at the base, cari-
versus basin utrinqhe tu- nated above.
midum.

Cauda breve. | Tail short. 2

Les Taxcaras Evpnoxes, ou BouvreuiLs, Cuvier.

* During the progress of the final sheets of the last volume
through the press, Mr. Vigors published, in the 2d volume of
the Zoological Journal, a general catalogue of the genera of birds
arrangec in conformity with his own views: as this arrangement
is the result ofa practical knowledge of the subject, and agrees,
with very few exceptions, with the portion already laid before
the public in the las* volume, I have introduced the divisions pro-
posed by that gentleman, for the purpose of showing the natural
groups more distinctly. ;
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CHAP. I.
of Birds in general.

W E are now come to a beautiful and loquacious
race of animals, that embellish our forests, amuse
our walks, and exclude solitude from our most shady
retirements. From these man has nothing to fear ;
their pleasures, their desires, and even their animo-
sities, only serve to enliven the general picture of®
Nature, and give harmony to medltatlon

No part of \Tature appears destitute of inhabitants.
The woods, the waters, the depths of the earth, have
their respective tenants ; while the yielding air, and
‘those tracts of seeming space where man never can
ascend, are also passed through by multitudes of the
most beautiful beings of the meatlon

Every order and rank of animals seems fitted for
its situation in life ; but none more apparently than
birds : they share in common with the stronger race
of quadrupeds the vegetable spoils of the carth, are
supplied with swiftness to compensate for their want
of force ; and have a faculty of ascending into the
air to avmd that power which they cannot oppose.

The bird seems formed entirely for a life of
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2 A HISTORY OF

escape : and every part of the anatomy of the animal
seems calculated for swiftness. As it is designed to
rise upon air, all its parts are proportionably light,
and expand a large surface without solidity.
In a comparative view with man, their formation
seems much ruder and more imperfect ; andthey are
_in general found incapable of the docility even of
quadrupeds. Indeed, what great degree of sagacity
can be expected in animals whose eyes are almost
as large as their brain ? However, though they fall
below quadrupeds in the scale of Nature, and are
less imitative of human endowments; yet they
hold the next rank, and far surpass fishes and
insects both in the structure of their bodies and in
their sagacity.

As in mechanics the most curious instruments
are generally the most complicated, so it is in ana-
tomy. The body of man presents the greatest variety
upon dissection ; quadrupeds, less perfectly formed,
discover their defects in the simplicity of their con-
formation ; the mechanism of birds is still less com-
plex; fishes are furnished with fewer organs still ;
whilst insects, more imperfect than all, seem to fill
up the chasm that separates animal from vegetable
nature. Of man, the most perfectanimal, there are
but three or four species; of quadrupeds, the kinds
are more numerous ; birds are more various still;
fishes yet more ; but insects afford so very great a
variety, that they elude the search of the most i inqui-
sitive pursuer.

Quadrupeds, as was said, have some distant re-
semblance in their internal structure with man ; but
that of birds is entirely dissimilar. As they seem
chiefly formed to inhabit the empty regions of air,



BIRDS IN GENERAL. 3

all their parts are adapted to their destmed situ--
ation. It will be proper therefore, before I give a
general history of birds, to enter into a shfrht detall
of their anatomy and conformation.

As to their external parts, they seem surprisingly
adapted for swiftness of motion. The shape of their
body is sharp before, to pierce and make way
through the air ; it then rises by agentle swelling to
its bulk, and falls off in an expansive tail, that hclps
to keep it buoyant, while the fore-parts aré cleaving
the air by their sharpness. From this conformation,
they have often been compared to a ship making
its way through water; the trunk of the body
answers to the hold, the head to the prow, the tail
to the rudder, and the wings to the oars; from
whence the poets have adopted the metaphor of
remigiwm alarum, when they describe the wavy
motion of a bird in flight.

‘What we are called upon next to admire in the
external formation of birds is, the neat position of
the feathers, lying all one way, answering at once
the purposes of warmth, speed, and security. They
mostly tend backward, and are laid over one ano-
other in an exact and regular order, armed with
warm and soft down next the body, and more strongly
fortified and curiously closed externally, to fence off
~ the injuries of the weather. But, lest the feathers
should spoil by their violent attrition against the air,
or imbibe the moisture of the atmosphere, the ani-
mal is furnished with a gland behind, containing a
proper quantity of oil, which can be pressed out by
the bird’s bill, and laid smoothly over every feather
that wants to be dressed for the occasion. This

gland is situated on the rump, and fumlshed with
B 2






