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PREIFACE.

In giving the following Work to the Public, I wishto
be understood, as laying no claim whatever to atten-
tion, except on the score of utility. If however by
going somewhat out of the track of former writers,
(adhering at the same time strictly to system), it shall
appear, that I have brought forward anecdotes and ob-
servations that tend to promote the study of this de-
lightful science, I shall consider my labour as not hav-
ing been unprofitably bestowed. Tor this purpose,
besides my own immediate observations, I have rafiged
through a most expensive collection of books, amount-
ing in number to near a thousand vélznnes; and I
have taken in the accounts of nearly all the authentic
travellers and historians, from the earliest to the pre-
sent times.

The principal intention of the work, is to induce, in
persons who have not, hitherto attended to the subject,
a taste for the study of Natural History ; and, by con-
fining my remarks almost exclusively to the manners
of the animals, T have endcavoured to put such of my
readers, as may think the subject worth attention, into.
a train for looking more deeply into it than any books
can possibly lead them, and to point out to them the

mode of making observations for themselves in the
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