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g carly part of her life in obscurity and indigence.
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2 . . THE REIGN OF THE B. I.

to her family, chose rather to strip her of part of

her territories by force, than to secure the whole |
by marriage ; and by ‘this misconduct, fatal to
his posterity, he threw all the Netheslands and |
Franche Compté mto thehands of a rival fsabel-|
1z, the daughter of John Il of Castile, far from
having any prospect of that noble mheritance
which she transmitted to her grandsor, passed the

But the Castilians, exasperated against her bro-
ther Henry IV, an ill-advised and vicious prince,
publicly charged him with impotence, and hi
queen with adultery. Upon his demise, rejecting
Joanna, whom Henry had uniformly, and eyen
on his death-bed, owned to be his lawful daugh
ter, and whom an assembly of the states had ac-
knowledged to be the heir of his kingdom, they
obliged her to retire into Portugal, and placed
Isabella on the throne of Castile. Ferdinand
owed the crown of Aragon to the unexpecte
death of his elder brother, and'acquired the king-
doms of Naples and Sicily by violating the faith
of treaties, and disregarding the ties of blood.
To all these kingdoms, Christopher Columbus,
by an effort of genius and of intrepidity, the bold- |
est and most successful that is recordedin the an- |
nals of mankind, added a new world, the wealth |

power and grandeur of the

Don John, the only son of
bella, and their eldest daught
tugal, being cut off, wit
of youth, all their hopes .
her posterity. But as her h-us }
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expedient to invite him into Spain, that, by re-
|siding among them, he might accustom himself
ito their laws and manners ; and it was expected
fthat the Cortes, or assembly of states, whose
authority was then so great in Spain that no
title to the crown was reckoned valid unless it:
received their sanction, would. acknowledge his [
right of succession, together with that- Bf the|
infanta, his wife. Philip and Joanna, pssingy
through France in their way to Spain, [iboz],
were entertained in that kingdom with the ut
most magnificence. The archduke did -homage‘
to Louis XII for the earldom of Flanders, and
took his seat as a peer of the realm in the, par
| liament of Paris. - They were ‘received in Bpain
ark of honour that the parental ai-
| fection of Ferdinand and Isabella, or the respect
| of their subjects, could devise 5 and their title to
_the crown was soon after a Lnowledged by the
Cortes of both kingdoms. = :

with every m

~ But amidst these outward appearances of satie-

| faction and joy, some secret uneasiness preyed
upon the mind of each of these princes. ‘The
stately and. reserved ceremonial of the Spanish
| court was so burdensome to Philip, a prince,
young, gay, affable, fond of society and of pleas-

" ure, that he soon began to express a desiresipf
returning to his native country, the manners G
which were more suited to his temper, Ferdi-
‘nand, obserying thedeclining health of is queen,
ife he knew that his right to the
ust cease, easily foresaw,
lip’s disposition, and v
vered an exfreme impatience
neyer consent to his’ retaining any degree
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of prudence, persisted in his purpese ; and on the
twenty-second of December set out for the Low
Countries, by the way of France.? ;
From the moment of his departure, Joanna
sunk into a deep and sullen melancholy,® and
~ while she was in that situation bore Ferdinand,
" her second son, for whom the power of his bro- |
~ ther Churles afterwards procured the kingdom¢* ]
~ of Hungary and Bohemia, and to whom he at )
- last transmitted the imperial sceptre. Joanna was |
! ihe only person in Spain who discovered no joy
_at the birth of this prince. Insensible to that, ‘
as well as to every other pleasure, she was wholly
occupied with the thdu;;hts of returning to her
. husband 5 nor did she, in any degree, recover
~ tranquillity of mind, until she arrived at Brussels
~ next year© [1504].
| Philip, in passing through France, had an in-
~ terview with Louis XII, and signed a treaty
~ with him, by which he hoped that all the differ-
nces between France and Spain would have been
nally terminated. But' Ferdinand, whose af-
fairs at that time were extremely prosperous in
Italy, where the superior genius of Gonsalvo de
 the great captain, triumphed on every
¢ the arms of France, did not. pay
ard to what his son-in-law bad con-
| carried on hostilities with greater ar-
ip seems not to have taken
£ Spain, waiting in quict

© ® Petri Martyris
> 7B 1d. Epista280, s
fana, libs 27, ¢ 11, 14, Tlechier Vie de
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5 THE REIGN OF THE B,

to her Castilian subjects, often tempered his au-
sterity, or rendered it tolerable. = The maxims
of his government were especially odious to the
grandees ; for that artful prince, sensible of the
dangerous privileges conferted upon them by the's
fendal institutions, had endeavoured to curb their
exorbitant power,§ by extending the royal-juris-
“iction,. by protecting their injured vassals, by
increasing the immunities of cities, and by other
_measures equally prudent. From all these causes,
2 formidable party among the Castilians united
against Ferdinand ; and though the persons who
composed it had mot hitherto taken any public
step in opposition to him, he plainly saw, that,
upon the least encouragement from their new
king, they would proceed to the most violent
extremities. e
There was no less agitation in the_Ngt}xgrlandS;‘_
upon receiving the accounts of Isabella’s death
and of Ferdinand’s having assumed the govern-
ment of Castile. ' Philip was not of a temper
tamely to suffer himself to be supplanted by the
ambition of his father-in-law. If Joanna’s infirm-
jties, and the nonage of Charles, rendered them
incapable of government, he, as a husband, was
the proper ghardian of his wife, and, as a father,
the natural tutor of his son. . Nor was it sufficient
to oppose to these just rights, and to the inclin-
_ation of the people of Castile, the authority of
a testament, the genuineness of which ‘was per-
haps doubtful, and its contents to him appeared
certainly to be iniquitous. A keener edge was
added to Philip’s resentment, and new vigour in-

fused Bnto his councils, by the arrival of Don J,?hp _.

& Marian kb, 28, ¢12
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was intercepted ; Conchillos was thrown into a
dungeon, she herself confined to an apartment
in the palace, and all her Spanish domestics sc-
cluded from her presence.!

The mortification which the discovery of this
intrigue occasioned to Ferdinand was much in-
creased by his observing the progress which Phi-
* lip’s emissaries made in Castile. Some of the |
nobles retired to their castles; others to the
towns in which they had influence : they formed
themselves mnto. confederacies, and began to as-
semble their vassals. Ferdinand’s court was almost
totally deserted ; not a person of distinction but
Himenes, archbishop of Toledo, the duke of *
Alya,and the marquis of Denia, remaining there; |
while the houses of Philip’s ambassadors were
daily crowded with noblemen of the highest tank_y |

Exasperated at this universal defection ;
mortified perhaps with secing all his schemes de-
feated by a younger politician, Ferdinand re-
solved, in defiance of the law of nature, and of
decency, to deprive his daughter and her poste-
rity of the crown of Castile, rather than renounce
the regency of that kmgdom ‘His plan for ac-
complishing this was no less bold, than the inten-
tion itself was wicked. He demanded n mar- |
riage Joanna, the supposed daughter of Henrv
IV, on the belief of whose illegitimacy Isabella’s
nght to the crown of Castile was founded : and A
by reviving the claim of this princess, in Oppust-

tion to which he himself had formerly led armies
and fought battles, he ped once more to get,,
possession of the throne of that kingdom. But -
Emanuel, king of Portugal, n whose domxmom

i P. Mart. Ep. 287. Zurita Ann;les, viy p. 14
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the ridicule of marrying, in an advanced age, a
princess of eighteen.. ~ ST et
The conclusion of this match, which deprived
_ Philip of his only ally, and threatened him with
_the loss of so niany kingdoms, gave him a dread -
ful alarm, and convinced Don John Manuel that
there was now a necessity of taking other mea-
sures with regard to the affairs of Spain.™ He
-accordingly instructed the Flemish ambassadors
in the court of Spain, to testify the strong desire
which their master had of terminating all differ-
ences between him and Ferdinand in an ami
manner, and his willingness to consent to

- y
-conditions that would re-establish the frigndship
which ought to subsist between a father and a &
son-in-law.. Ferdinand, though he had'made and “-g;

broken more treaties than any prince of any age, |

was apt to confide so far in the sincerity of
men, or to depend so much upon his own address
and their weakness, as to be ‘always extremely
fond of a negotiation. He listened with eage
" ness to these declarations, and soon concluded a
treaty at Salamanca, [Noy. 24]; in which it was'
stipulated, that the government of Castile should:
be carried on in the joint names of Joanna, of
Ferdinand, and of Philip; and that the reve- |
nues of the crown, as well as the right of con- -
ferring offices, should be shared between Ferdi-
nand and Philip, by an equal division® s i iy
1506.] Nothing, however, was farther from:
Philip’s thoughts than to ebserve this treaty. His
! P.Mart. Ep. 290, 292, Mariana, lib, 28, o. 16, 17.
™ P. Mart. Ep, 298. - e
® Zurita Annales de Aragon, vi,
293, 994.
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sole intention in proposmg 1t was to amuse Te!-

. dinand, and to prevent him from taking any :
measures. for obstructmg his voyage into Spam.
1t had that effect Ferdinand, sagacious as he

was, did not for some time. suspect his design; -
and though, when he perceived it, he prevailed
on the L.mg of France not only to remonstrate
againsc the archduke’s journey, but to threaten

- hostilities if he should undertake it; though he -
| solicited the duke of Gueldres to attack his son-

~ in-law’s dominions in the Low Countries ; Philip
& ednd his ‘consort nevertheless set sail with a nume-
- tous flect, and a good body of land-forces. They
were obhged by a violent tempest, to take shel-

. terin England, where Henry VII, in compliance -
i with Perdinand’s solicitations, detamed them up-
‘wards of three months;° at last they were per-
tted to depart, and, after a more prosperous
they a_rtlved in safety at Corunna in Ga-

; hcxa, [Apnl 2813 nor durst Ferdinand attempt,
_as he had once intended, to oppose their landing
by force of arms. : ‘

'Ihe Castilian nobles, who Tad been obhged
\hllherto to conceal or to dissemble their senti-
- ments, now declared openly in favour of Philip.
- From every cormer of the kingdom, persons of
 the hlghest‘rank with numerous retinues of theit
~ vassals, repaired to their new sovereign. The
% treaty of Salamanca was universally condemned,
ced to exclude from the government
‘a prince, who, by consenting to dstmn
S Erom that crown, dlSCO\r ered
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disconcerted by their revolt, and uncertain whe-
ther he should peaceably relmqmsh his poweryox.
take arms in order to maintain it, earnestly soli+s
cited an interview with his s&m-m~law, who, by'
the advice of Manuel, studlously ‘avoided it.
Convinced, at last, by seeing the number and zeal
of Philip’s adhercnts daily increase, that it was
vain to think of resisting such a torrent, Ferdi- -
-and consented, by treaty, to resign the regency
GF Chsnils it Nhe ds of Philip, [June 277, to
retire into his here%i}ary dominions of Aragon,
and to rest satisfe the masterships of thi
military orders, and that share of the revenue o
the Inflies i Eeabells had bequeathed to him.
Though an interview between the princes was
no- longer necessary, it was agreed to on both
sides from motives of decency Philip repaired
to the place appointed, with a splendid re
of Castilian nobles, and 2 considerable body
armed men. Ferdinand appeared witho ¥
pomp, attended by a few followers mounte on
mules, and unarmed. On that occasion Do
John Manuel had the pleasure of displaying be
fore the monarch whom he had deserted the ex-
tensive influence which he had acquired over his.
new master; while Ferdinand suffered, in pre-
sence of his former subjects, the two most crue!
mortifications which an artful and ambitious
prince can feel; being at once over-reached ‘in j:
conduct, and strlpped of power.?
Not long after, [July], he retired into Aragon,
and hoping that some favor ’able accxdent would
s000 open the way for







