

















CORTENTS
Charaéter and condition of the original -
Americansi—The firlt difcoverers of
the New World moftly illiterate men.—
The bodily conftitution of the South

. Americans. — Their complexion. —
Have fmall appetites.—None of them
deformed.—State. of their healtli and
difeafes.—Power and qualities of their
minds.—The aive efforts of  their
minds few and languid. — Domeftic
union.— 1 he condition of the American
women humiliating and rhiferable.—
Parental affetion and filial duty.—
Mode of {fubfiftence.—Fifhing, hunting,
and agriculture.—The Americans di-
vided into fmall communities.—Had no
- notion of property.# Their method of
cariying on war.— Their drefs and or-
naments.—Habitations.— Their arms—
Domeftic utenfils and cookery.—Their
canoes. — Ideas of Religion. — Their
phyficians, — Dancing, = gaming, and
drinking, their favourite amufements.—
Deftroy the aged and incurable.—Their
genicral charatlep deiiiia a0t 176

CHeA PV
Velalquez, makes preparations for the
invafion of New Spain.—Ferdinando
'Cortes undertakes the command of
.that expedition.—His forces.—Cortes
fets faill with his little © armament. -
== Arrives
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CoONTENTS.

Is reduced almoft to famine. — The
battle of Otumba.—Cortes receives con-
fiderable = reinforcements.—Builds and
launches feveral brigantines on the
lake.—The brigantines defeat the Mexi-
can canoes on the lake.—Attacks the
~ city of Mexico, Cortes defeated ‘and
wounded, forty of his men taken, and
facrificed to the god of war.—Cortes
again attacks the city, and takes the
emperor prifoner.— T he Spaniards much
difappointed in their expectations of the
riches the conqueft of this city would
afford them.—Cruel treatment of the
emperor— The whole province of Mexico
fubdued by the Spaniards.—The ftraits
of Magellan difcovered. — Death of
Magellan.—Cortes appointed  captain-
general and governor of New Spain.—
~ Sets out for the court of Caftile.——The
reception he meets with there.—Returns
. to NewSpain, and difcovers California.—
LJeashi of Gortes., M. o e 103

C H ARP VI :

Firft attempts to difcover Peru unfuccefs-
“ful.—Pizarro, Almagro, and Luque,
undertake that bufinefs.—Pizatro fets
fail from Panama on his firft expedi=
tion.—Experiences great hardfhips.—
Difcovers Peru. — The Spaniards are
furprifed at' the riches and fertility of
that country.—Return to Panama.—

i : Pizarro



CoNTENTS.

Pizarro is fent to Spain, where he gets
himfelf appointed captain-general, &c, of
the new difcoveries.—Pizarro fails on
another expedition, and lands in Peru.—
Commences hoftilities.—Limits of the
the Peruvian empire.—A civil war rages
in Peru at the time of the arrival of the
Spaniards.—Pizarro turns that circum-
{tance to his advantage.—State of his
forces. Arrives at Caxamalca,
Treacheroufly feizes on the perfon of
the Inca.—Maflacre of the Peruvians.—
Almagro’ arrives with rejnforcements.—
Divifion of the immenfe ranfom of the
Peruvian Inca. — The Inca put to
death.—Pizarro leaves Caxamalca, and
marches to Cuzco.—He takes,poffeflion
of that capital, and feizes on immenfe
treafures.—Pizarro fets out for Spain —
His reception there.~—Sets out on. his
return to Peru.—Settles differences there
with his affociate Almagro.— Pizarro
builds the city of Lima.— Almagro
marches towards Chili.—An infurree-
tion in Peru.—The Peruvians befiege
Cuzco.—Engage Almagro, and are de-
feated.—Civil war among the ‘Spa-
niards.—Almagro defeated, tried, con-
demned, and executed.—Progrefs of the
Spanifh - arms.—Chili conquered.——
Ireachery andingratitude of Orellana.— '
Miferable condition of the followers of
Pizarro, in confequence of that treache-
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10 TuE HisTORY oF

Scythians, and now poffefled by Tartars
of - various denominations, and by the
Afiatic Ruffian fubjeéts,

But however imperfect or inaccurate the
geographical knowledge which the Greeks
and Romans had acquired may appear,- in
refpeét of the prefent improved ftate of
that fcience, their progrefs in difcovery
will feem confiderable, and the extent to
which they carried navigation and com-
merce, muft be confidered as great, when
compared with.  the ignorance of | early
times. . Geography continued to improve
under the Romans fo long as they remained
in_their powerful ftate; but when the
barbarians broke in upon them, the con-
fequence of luxury and effeminacy, the
{ciences then dwindled, and . difcoveries
ceafed to be made. e

Conftantinople, after the deftruion of
the Roman empire, though often threatened
by the fierce invaders, who fpread defolar
tion; over the reft of Europe,. was fo
fortunate as. to efcape their deftruétive
rage. -« The knowledge of ancient atts
and difcoveries were preferved in that city,
a tafte for fplendour. and elegance ftill
{ubfifted; the productions and luxuries of
foreign . countries were. in requeft, and
commerce continued to flourith in Con-
itantincple, . when it was almoft extinét
in_every other part of Europe.
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74 Tir HisTory of
a needle or flender rod of iron, as to point
towards the poles of the earth, was Happily
difcovered: The ufe which: nnght be made
of this in direting ‘navigation, 'was im=
mediately ' perceived. . From hence, that
moftvaludble, but now familiar mﬁmment,
the mariners compafs, was form
' foon as navigators found by mea
that at all {feafons; and in every |
could difcover’ the North' and
fo much eafe and accuracy, it became no
longer neceflary to depend merely on the
light ‘of the ftars, and the obfervation of
the feacoaft. They gradually abandoned
their_ancient timid and lingring courfe
'\long the {h015§ launiched boldly into the
: 'relymg on this new guide,
e datkeft night, and under
ft cloudy fky, with a fecurity and
erto unknown. The com °
- faid to haye « pened ‘to man
n'of the fea, and to have put
. 1" poffeffion of the earth,’ by
enabhng hlm to vifit every part of it
About the year dence fee ned

had been fo Iong c nﬁned &t
thémfelves a Mo}
th

a8
: towmdﬁ thls? Were ot made by any of the
more



SouTH AMERICA. 1g

more powerful ftates of Europe, or by
thofe who had applied \to navigation with
the greateft afliduity and fuccefs.. The
glory of taking the lead in thisbold attempt
was referved for ithe Portuguefe, whofe
kingdom was che {fmalleft and leaft power-
ful of any in Europe. As the attempts of
the Portuguefe to acquire the knowledge
of thofe parts of the globe, with which
mankind were then unacquainted, not only
improved and extended the art of naviga-
tion, but roufed fuch a fpirit of curiofity
and enterpize, as led to the difcovery of
the New World, of which we are perfently
to give the hiftory.. A S
Various circumftances urged the Portu-
guefle to exert their adtivity in this new
dire@ion, and enabled them to accomplifh
undertakings apparently fuperior to the na-
tural force of their monarchy, John L
king of Portugal, furnamed the Baftard,
haying obtained fecure poffeflion of the
crown, in the year 1411, foon perceived,
thatit would be impoffible to prefervepublic
order, or domeftic tranquility, without
finding fome employment for. the reftlefs
{piri is fubjects. - With this view, he:
affer n ifbi

1 Joreigners. . 40
fitted out in 1412, Wi
5 C2 the









