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through fevernl ot the clafles, wnz}‘i what rapndn:y of

- whit applaufe tannof iow be briown. Ashea ways

fpoke with-refpec of his maftet; it is }m}oab / that
the mean rauk in whichzhe then appeared Gid ‘not
hinder his genius from being dxﬁxklguxfhed, or hisin-
duibry from being rev.arded: and if in fo lowa ftaté »
he obtained diftin&io an. rewards, it is not hLer
thut they were gained but by genius and induftry.

It is very reafonable to conjecture that his a~plica=-
tion was equal to his abilities, becaufe his improve-
ment was more than proyomened to’ zhc opportuni-
ties which he enjoyed; nor can it be doubted that if
his eatliclt produ&ions “ad been prefewed, slike thofe
a hap[' er ftudents, we might infome have found vi-
gorous fallies of that fpri_ htly humour which diftin-
guifhes The Authoer to be Let, and in others ftrong
touches of that ardent imagination which pamted the
folemn fcenes of The Wanderer;

Whilehe wasthuscultivating his genius, hxs facher,
the Earl Rivers, was feized with a diftemper which
in 2 fhort time put an end to his life. e had fre-
quently inquired after his fon, and had always been
amufed with fallaciousand evafive anfwers; but veing
now in his own opinion on his deathbee{, ‘he thought
it his dutygto provifle for hincamong his other natu-
ral children, and therefore demanded a pofitive ac-
count of him, with an unportumty not to be diverted
or denied. His mother, who cqa]d no longer: refufc
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