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ok HE general fenfe of mankind and the practice 

- of the learned in all ages, have given a fanction 

to biographical hiftory, and concurred to recommend 

that precept of the wife fon of Sirach, in which we are 

exhorted to ‘ praife famous men, fuch as by their’ 

counfelsand by their knowledge of learning were meet 

forthe people, —and werewifeand eloquent in theirin- 

ftru€tions,—and fuch as recited verfesin writing *.’ Ia 

each of thefe facultics did the perfon, whofe hiftory I 

am about towrite, fo greatly excel, that, except formy 

prefumption in the attempt to difplay his worth, the 

undertaking may be thought to need noapology; efpe- 

cially if we contemplate, together with hismental én- 

dowments, thofe moral qualities which diftinguifhed 

him, -and refle&t that, in an age when literary acqui- 

2௪ 20102. chap. xliy. ver. 1, & feqq- 

es B fition ச்ட்‌



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 


