


PREFACE

—

IT is probable, that the S‘ungskrzta language was fm merly the current medinm of conversation among the
Hindoos, especza}ly in the north of India; and that it was guaduallv corrupted, by a number of local causes, so
as to form the lan«uages at present spoken in the various parts of Hindoosthan, and perhaps, those of some of
the neighbouring. countries. The existence of a language prior to the Sungskrita, called the Hindi, is exceed-
v ihg]y doubtful, and appears to be wholly unsupported by any historical evidence,

- That the Sungskrita language should have beew-formeﬂ, and brought to its present perfection, by a number
of learned men, without having ever been a colloquial medium of intercourse, is a circumstance so unexampled
_ in every other part of the world, and at the same time 50 totally unsupported by historical testimony, that the
’ dmlss&ou of the idea argues no small degree of creduhty We can scarcely suppose, that a language so difficult

. ;attamment and understood at present by so very small 2 part of the inhabitants of India, should formerly have
_been cultivated to such a degree, as to have been the universal medium of learned intercourse, and that in which
all books were writtén, _whether they treated of the abstruse subjects of philosophy and science, or were the

lighter producuons of fancy :—but thls musx be admitted, if the Sungskrite was never employed as a colloquial
' !anguage. - ' = - .

. Were we to assert, that the Sungskrita language was never the medium of general intercourse, but was form-
ed by an assembly of learned men, it might justly be asked, when did that assembly meet? By whom was
i convolde Tstals the language formed from previously existing languages as the ground-work, or was the
W ole an exmrely new fabrication ? If the first of these be asserted, we may ask, w hether all the words in all the

anguatres spoken thxou:rhout the wnole extent of india, from the Indus to the Mmountains of ~Arakan, were ad-
- mxtmd ~and by what method a mass camposed of such heteroe'eneous ingredients was reduced to such a form,
; 1y derived from less than two thousand roots. If the latter of these positions be asserted, it may
pnety be enquired, What then is become of the l:mauanes which were colloquial throughout India
ungskm{a was formed ? ‘Nere thw few or many? aud how came it to pass that they were from that

added the Cmcralese may perhaps iorm an exception to what has been advauced above;
: ms, and of words derived fmm the Suugskrita, employ-
ke a full half of them, yet we are tolal!y at a loss to account for the or 1gin of the other

) have formed the :ﬂancxent }anguage of the Penmsu!a, and that the mtroduction of
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: Most of the languages of India are copious, and, were they duly cultivated
ing em loyed in every kind of composition with advaniage: ‘most of t © elega
ﬂf \ibéanin;g, may in their present state be expressed by them with great fac
an object of _more general pursuit in India,
of style and composition,
65;11ied to a degree of relia

‘and the colloquial languages be more e
the capacities of these languages would

be develope
ement of which we now have bat a faint idea,

The Bengalee language, of which the following is a Dictionary, is almost entirel
considerabls more than three-fourths of the words are pure Sungskrita, and those
the remuinder are so little corrapted, that their origin may be traced witho!
sian origin bear a small Proportion to the whole ; and most of those, theo

be generally traced to o Sungskrita or an Arabic origin, A few Pon tguese words

£0 distorted as scarcely to be recognized, are now tcorporated therewi
of it,. - ; e

- Tillot fate, the Bengalee language
. MEre jargon, ouly iar lang
~ the Shme nealect, from a supposition that =
. language of the body of the inhabitants is

was almost wholly neglected by
used by the lower arders of people.  Most of the v acu

the Hindoosthanes is the Ianguage

to be considered as a vulgar corrup
endiess number of loeal varieties, - L pe R

e T‘he ﬁict is, that 'ihe Hz’ndooé&hanee,‘efr,'mme f;mipeﬂy‘, the ﬁmd
5, one of which is nea} i ed by the fiow_l form‘s, of p
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; by‘tbem in n&! parta Emdmthan, :
who are connected w @ In the the
ts most prevalent, but 1 plaeas remme from‘éwrts and camps 1t us scarcely known.

e

However pohshed amd el&gant, thmfore, tbe Oordﬂo dlatect may be, it can scarcely be called the language
of any country, and is very lmyerfm:tiy understood even in Hindonstlian: proper, beyond a cortain class of socie~
51 whﬂe the ij, the Pu:gabee, the Mahs‘atta, the Bengalee, and the other iuuguaires of India enumerated
above, are current through Iarge tracts of country, and are apaken and understood by the whole body of the in-
habitants.. These languages, though all dexived from Suugskrzm, differ from each other as much as most Euro.

pean languages whlch have a common or‘lgm. ‘: -

The mlstaken ldea, that the Moasulmaa dlalect of the Hmdoosthanee was the most prevalent language in
Indxa, Was probab]y the cause that fomerly Induced the greater number of those European:, who eame thither,
to study it in prefenenne to all alhezs. Some aulmmd a good kuowledge thercof; but it must be supposed
that the greater number obtained only a very superficial acquaintance with it: with those eve 7y possible corrup-
tion passed as cwrrent, and laid the foundation of that undefinable jargon still spoken by many, which 13 equally
uniutelligible to natives aud Emopeans, except those natives, who, by serviag Europeans, are habituated to eve-
possible lrregulanty of speech, and by theu own ignorance and confidence contribute still more to the con-

Vfusxon. - : , e

This imperfect knowledge of the Oordoo dmlect bemo‘ deemed sufficient for all ordinary purposes, the great
= bocf_y of Europeans were thereby led to despxse the vernacular languages of the country, aud in consequence to

~ remain 1gnorant of them., =

Since the institution of the College of Fort Wllham, this pre_;udrce has been gradually ngmg way. - The
Bcn«a]ne language has become an ohject of study, a good number of the Civil Servants of the Honourable

, and - many other persons resident in India, have made it the <hject of their attention, and not a few
anked amoncr the number of good Bengalce gcholars.

me persons ‘are dxsposed to censure f‘:e smdv of the higher compomwns, in the Benm!ee amd other ITn-
es, under the idea of their not bemc understood by the common people, and mzpplicable to the

cerns of life : and every possxble corruption of words, every false pronunciation, ::d every Holatxon
s of Grammar is, on this supposmou, by some conssdered as lawful, and indeed necessary to inter.
the bulk of the peopls, : :

ily admitted, thnt the common people m Im{xa, ag woll as in other countries, maintain intercourse
e 7.1th0ut emplc)ma many of those worc}s whmh we knd in studied composmo*zs “the language
sation among people of the lower chsaes, ls 1 everv country cu'c:am:z.nbeu within narrow
erders of people in Iudxa, it is comessed, pronounce many words In an ncorrect manter,
them in an improper sense ; then‘ lananaae also abounds with local phrases, and allusions to
b suﬁ.uently obvious fo them, are equally obscure to those who are unacguainted with their
mythology, and thelr current notions on religious and philosophical subjects.  But this
G there are, however, but few persons in an) country of Eu rope who would






