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PREFACE.

Ix drawing up the following account of
the Abolition,of Female Infanticide in Gu-
zerat, the Author has been actuated by the
desire of communicating to others, what
afforded much pleasure to himself. The
change, which the character of men mnst
undergo; in their transition from that state,
in which, with cold-blooded apathy, they
extinguish the life of their offspring at its
commencement, to that, in which they che-
rish their children with fond affection, must
be a subject of deep interest to the philoso-
pher, the philanthropist, and the Christian.
The causes, to which that charge is to be
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ascribed, are interesting to the philosopher,
as they enlarge the sphere of his know-
ledge, and add to the illustrations, he pos-
sesses, of the pliability of h;lman nature,
when apparently confirmed in habits, the
most hostile to his purpose. The know-
ledge of the facts, which necessarily enter
into such a narrative, warms the heart of
the philanthropist and the Christian, as it
exhibits the good that has been actually
done, and prompts to the use of analogous
means in the extension of analogous bene-
fits. e : i |
in regard of materials, the Author has
the satisfaction of stating, that he possesses

all the information existing in this coun'try

on the subject of Infanticide, up to the
date of publication. Colonel Walker’s Re-
port to the Bombay Government, with its
accompaniments, forms the basis of the

narrative. ‘The author desires to make his
& 5



PREFACE, ix

respectful acknowledgments to the Ho-
nourable the Court of Directors, for tﬁp
readiness with which he has been furnished
with the ofﬁcfal documents, transmitted to
and from India, to the latest date, on the
subject of Infanticide. In other respects,
also, he has enjoyed peculiar advantages,
to which, although he would not, unautho-
rised, drag forth names to public notice, he
may be permitted in this géneral Way to
allude. ’ '

It is proper, at the same time, to state,
that, since Colonel Walker’s return to this
country, the author has had the | 1sasure of
numbering him among the -eside = heritors
of his parish. It i 29~ecessary 10 Say . Lw
favourable, the | e¢tcourse thugs afforded,
must have proved to the full comprehension
of his subject. This very circumstance,
however, so advantageous to the work, and

so gratifying to the Author, naturally gives
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rise to a peculiar delicacy of feeling. The
admiration of Colonel Walker’s labours in
the cause of humanity, with an intimate
knowledge of his private character, has ren-
dered it difficult to select on all occasions,
those subdued and chastened modes of ex-
pression, which may accord “with general
feeling. It has been the wish of the writer
to err in saying too little rather than too
_ much. But knowing as he does, that any
praise will appear to Colonel Walker to be
too much, when he himself is the object of
I thé Author begs leave, in this way, to
ntreat his indulgence, without hoping en-
firely to satisfy him.

T e facts, exhibited in this work, rest
on the authorities referred to, and which
are obviously the most satisfactory and un-
exceptionable. For the reasoning, the Au-
thor holas hunself alone responsible. = The
horrld nature of Infanticide is too apparent
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to require illustration. It was thought of
much more impdrtance to show, that the

Jahrejahs were not singular in this atro-

city; and that there is little security

against this inhuman practice, or others of

an equally revolting nature where Christi-

anity is unknown. ;

In the discussions respecting the promo-
tion of the Gospel in India, it has been at-
tempted to exhibit a fair statement of facts:
and when these are known, it can scarceiy
be imagined that a difference of opinion
should exist on the subject. The shocking
practices, to which the Hindu system gives
rise, are too well known to require partici-
lar illustration, and therefore the Autho. L.as
merely glanced at them iacidentally. It
has been his study to avoid asperity of ex-
pression towards those, «whose seitiments
are different from his own, Wi’%}ilout meanly
shrinking from the full and bold exhibition

4
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of what he is c_onv'inced to be truth. Asa
minister of the church of Scotland, he is
placed in a sphere, where the hopes and
fears of ambition cannot act To com-
mend gives him pleasure; but he is not
afraid to blame.

He conceived, that impartial statement
required him to notice the proceedings of
Lord Minto’s government in India, in or-
dering home the Missionaries not other-
wise employed in the Company’s service.
It appears, however, that his Lordship was
sensible of the harshness of the measure,
from the attention and kindness, which he
~fterwards showed to that order of men.—
« 2 yce the cruel sending of Brother Johns
to Europe,” says Dr Carey, “ we have met
with no opposition ; and I have some reason
to think that step was the effect of some
_ rash counsels, directed against the Gospel,

at that particular time. However, here all
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12 mere conjecture. Since that, Lord Minto
has paid us a visit, and gone through all
our offices; has put two Javanese Princes
to school under Brother Marshman; and
has, in short, acted towards us with more
than ordinar) attention.” *

It affords the Author sincere pleasure to
add the testimony of Lord Minte to the
literary acquirements and exemplary con-
duct of the Missionaries; as it reflects

C.-J

credit on the memory of that depa:
Nobleman, not less than on the merits of
the body of men, who are the objects of his
approbation.

« I profess,” says his Lordship, “a ver,
sincere pleasure in bringing the E_}_tn:zcdrgj
merits of Mr Marshman and the
Reverend Members of the Serampore Mis-
sion, to the notice of the public, and in

=2

other

* Periodical Accounts of the Baptist Mission, No. 26,
p. 284.
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bearing my testimony to the great and ex-
traordinary labours, which constancy and
energy in their numerous and various oc-
cupations have enabled this modest and
respectable community to accomplish.

“ I am not less grétiﬁed Ly the oppor-
tunity, which their literary achievements
afford, of expressing my regard for the ex-
emplary worth of their lives, and the bene-
ficent principle, which distinguishes and
presides in the various useful establish-
ments, which they have formed, and which
are conducted by themselves.” *

If the severity, in the one case, and the
comraendation in the other, seem incon-
sistent, the Author cannot be required to
reconcile them. Both have been commu-
nicated as facts, and he has considered it

his duty,to state them.

% Pexlodical Accounts, No. 26, p. 326.
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if any representation or éxpression, un-
{favourable to individuals or bodies of meu
shall be shown to be unfounded, the re-
traction of them will afford the Author pe-
culiar pleasure. He knows that he loves
all good men, to whatever order, or deno-
mination they may belong ; and he will be
gratified with every instance, in which they
shall be broved to be more numerous than
he had previously reason to hope.

The object of the writer of this volume
has been to subserve the interests of truth
and humanity ; and if that end be in any
measure accomplished, he will find it easy
to solace himself under the animadversions
to which the imperfebtions of his work may

give rise.
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OF.THE ABOLITION OF
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CHAPTER FIRST.

General Views with which we should enter-on the
Subject.

Iris delightful to contemplate generosity
even in fable; whilst it is lamentable tc re
flect, that it is only in fable‘ that it is ge-
nerally to be found. Ambition, revenge,
and blood, almost continually mark the
strain of the historic muse. Pride, selfish-
ness, or revenge, dictate, actuate, and rule,
the intercourse of cabinets; and when the

standard is once unfurled, power is’consider-
2 :
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ed as the only measure of law, and success.
as the triumph of justice. Wearied with the .
detail of facts, which produce horror rather
than surprise, and which dinfinish our hap-.
piness, in proportion as théy increase our
knowledge, we turn to the fictions of fable,
and feel regret when the intrusion of reflec-
tion dispels the idle but pleasing dream. .

Such being the general state of things,
it must be,no ordinary portion of delight'
that shall warm his bosom, who has it in
liis power to present to the feeling heart a .
picture drawn from fact, and not from fic-
tion, in which the predominating tints are
generosity, which insensibility and ingrati-.
tnde in its object cannot extinguish ; and
- »hilanthropy, which seeks no other ‘rewar‘d,
than the communication of good.

It is with such impressions that the wri-
ter of these pages sits down to, trace and
narrate the origin, progress, and final trs
umph of the means employed for the abo-
lition of female infanticide, in the depart—
ment of Guzerat called Kattywar. Nor is,
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the satisfaction detived from these details
to be limited ‘to the contemplation of the"
good, that has been actually accomplished,
and the justice of enrolling another name
among the benefactors of mankind. It ex-

tends to the anticipation of future good to

our race, originating in the power of ex-

ample; and the encouragement, which the

benevolent will derive, by the present nar-

rative; from the ultimate success of perse-

‘verance.

Were we informed by a traveller, how-
ever respectable, that, in a certain district
of cmjntry, where he had, for a time, resided;
it was the custom of parénts to put their
female offspring to death, immediately whed
born, and to do it with remorseless apathy:
we should do well to suspend,our belief till
we had carefully considered the nature and
extent of the evidence, on which the fact
rested.” For such a custom is so abhorrent
from those feelings, which we have always
considered as inseparable from our nature;

which are to be found in the wandering sa<
4
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vage, as well as in the refined and polished,
and which are independent of the slow and
variable deductions of reason, that we can-
not readily discover any common principle,
to which we can trace its origin. On the
other hand, when, as in the present case,
the fact is established beyond all reason-
able doubt, we should not be hasty in de-
ciding what are the causes to which it owes
its existerce. An anomaly may be found
in an individual ; but whatever is to be
found in many, is referable to some cause,
which would probably operate the same ef-
fects upon others of the race, when placed
in the same circumstances.

Instead, therefore, of labouring after the
excitation of wonder, by detailing facts,
and concealing their causes, it will be at-
tempted, in the following pages, to-connect
the detail of facts, with the investigation
and developement of the principles, in which
they originated.

Human nature is every where, and at all
times, essentially the same; but the phe-
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nomena, which it exhibits are various, even
to infinity. = This is a position, which the
uninformed and the unintelligent alone
will dispute, but which may be established
by an induction of facts, upon a foundation
as solid and satisfactory, as the deductions
-of pure mathematics, though of a different
‘kind. The varieties, or even the opposi-
tion of character, which men in different
circumstances: exhibit, form not the con-
‘tradiction, but the proof of this statement.
We may contemplate particular and in-
sulated facts in the history of our kind, till
wonder be exhausted, and till nothing seem
to be tenable but the adoption of this opi-
nion, that there is not a single principle fiz-
ed and invariable in human nature, and
upon the operation of which, in any given
circumstances, we can depend. Butan in-
ference, so infantile and unfounded, will be
treated with contempt by the matured and
reflecting mind, which has explored the
page of history with other views than the
mere gratification of curiosity,—which has
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carefully attended to its own operations— '
which has been accustomed closely to in-
vestigate facts, and minutely to trace every
link of that chain, which connects the ef-
fect with its cause; till all farther view
be cut off from the prying eye of mortals,
l;y the clouds and darkness which surround
the throne of the Eternal. :
The truth is, that man is the" child of
those circumstances, in which he is'placed;
and as these; whether moral, political, or
physical, vary in their naturc and recipro-
cal influence upon one another, so will the
appearances change to which they give
vise. - Hence it is that we perceive, and can
explain, the varieties of character which
are exhibited, not only in different and dis-
tant nations, but in the same people, living
in the same country, at different times:
The genial climes of Greece nurtured;
at one period, the dauntless sons of war,
by whom every thing but military glory
was deemed contemptible and mean. The
effects of conquest were wealth, and lux-
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ury, and leisure; and men of taste, and
elegance, and philosophy, succeeded those
hardy and intrepid veterans. Time elapsed,
and the moral and political vicissitudes,
which it brougBt along with it, changed the
aspect, and, in appearance, the very nature
of things. dnstead of scientific pursuits
and philesophical discussions, or valour and
‘patriotism, we find the sons of Greece, in
these days, busied in the repetition of the
Koran, or the enumeration of the rosary,
without learning, without honour; and, as
if not one elastic spring of human nature
remained unbroken, submitting,-with'out an
effort, to all the evils which are heaped
tpon them by a feeble and lethargic des-
potism.

Italy presents to us changes, not less
striking, and evidently resultmg from ana-
logous causes. The fierce and lawless ban-
ditti, whose desperate circumstances in-
duced them to attach themselves to the
fortunes of Romulus, soon grey into a na-
tion of heroes, and subjected tlie world to






