
 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



ன FEMALE INFANTICIDE IN GUZERAT. 

ed as the only measure of law, and, success,, 

as the triumph of j justice. Wearied with the , 

detail of facts, which produce horror. rather., 

than surprise, and which dinfinish our, hap-. 

piness, in proportion as they increase our. 

knowledge, we turn to the fictions. of fable,, 

and feel regret when the intrusion of reflec-, 

tion dispels the idle but pleasing 0 dream. gis 

Such being the general state of, things, 

it must be,no ordinary portion of. delight, 

that shall warm his bosom, who has it in, 

his power to present to the feeling heart a . 

picture drawn from fact, and not from fic-. 

tion, in which the predominating 1 tints are. 

generosity, which insensibility and ingrati-. 

tnde in its object cannot extinguish ; and. 

philanthropy, which seeks no other reward, 

than the communication of good. eos 

It is with such impressions that the wri-, 

ter of these pages sits down to, trace and 

narrate. the origin, progress, and final tric, 

umph, of the means employed for the abo-, 

lition of female infanticide, in the depart- 

ment of Guzerat called Kattywar. Nor i is
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the satisfaction detived from these details 
to be limited to the contemplation of the’ 
good, that has been actually accomplished, 
and the’ justice. of enrolling another name 

among the benefactors of mankind. It ex- 

tends to the anticipation of future good to 

our race, ‘originating in the power of ex- 

ample; and the encouragement, which the 

benevolent will derive, by the present nar- 

rative, ‘from’ the ultimate 8 success of perse- 

verance. ere : 

Were we informed by a alt how- 
ever respectable, that, in a certain district 
of country, where he had, for a time, resided, 

it was the custom of parénts to put their 

female offspring to death, immediately whet 

born, and to do it with remorseless apathy? 

we should do well to suspend, our belief till 
we had carefully considered the nature and 

extent of the evidence, on which the fact 

rested.” For such a custom is so abhorrent 

from those feelings, which we have always 

considered as inseparable from our nature, 

which are to be found in the wandering sa= 
ஆ
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vage, as well as in the refined and polished, 

and which are independent of the slow and 

variable deductions of reason, that we can- 

not readily discover any common principle, 

to which we can trace its origin. On the 

other hand, when, as in the present case, 

the fact is established beyond all reason- 

able doubt, we should not be hasty in de- 

ciding what are the causes to which it owes 

its existerce. An anomaly may be found 

in an individual; but whatever is to be 

found in many, is referable to some cause, 

which would probably operate the same ef- 

fects upon others of the race, when placed. 

in the same circumstances. 

Instead, therefore, of labouring after les 

excitation of wonder, by detailing facts, 

and concealing their causes, it will be at- 

tempted, in the following pages, to: connect 
the detail of facts, with the investigation 

and developement of the principles, in which 

they originated. 

Human nature is every where, and Ag all 

times, essentially the same; but the phe-
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nomena, which it exhibits are various, even 
to infinity. This-is a position, which the 
uninformed and the unintelligent alone 
will dispute, but which may be established 
by an induction of facts, upon a foundation 

as solid and satisfactory, as the deductions 
of pure mathematics, though of a different 
‘kind. The varieties, or even the opposi- 

tion of character, which men in different 

circumstances: exhibit, form not the con- 

tradiction, but the proof of this statement. 

We may contemplate particular and in- 

sulated facts in the history of our kind, till 

wonder be exhausted, and till nothing seem 

to be tenable but the adoption of this opi- 

-nion, that there is not a single principle fix- 

-ed and invariable in human nature, and 

upon the operation of which, in any given 

“circumstances, we can depend. But an in- 

ference, so infantile and unfounded, will be 

treated with contempt by the matured and 

reflecting mind, which has explored the 

page of history with other views than the 

mere gratification of curiosity,—which has
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carefully attended to its own. operations— 

which has been accustomed closely to in- 

vestigate facts, and minutely to trace every 

link of that chain; which connects the ef- 

fect with its cause; till all farther view 

be cut off from the prying eye of mortals, 

by the clouds and darkness which surround 

the throne of the Eternal. : 

The truth is, that man is the child of 

those’ circumstances, in which he is placed; 

and as these; whether moral, political, or 

physical, vary)in their nature and recipro- 

cal influence upon one another, so will the 

appearances’ change to which they give 

rise: Hence it is that we perceive, and can 

explain, the varieties of character which 

are exhibited, not only in different and dis- 

tant nations, but in the same people, living 

in the same country, at different times: ’ 

‘The genial climes of Greece nurtured, 

at one period, the dauntless sons of war, 

by whom every thing but military glory. 
was deemed contemptible and mean. The — 

effects of conquest were wealth, and lux-
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ury, and leisure ; and men: of ‘taste, and 
elegance, and philosophy, succeeded those 

hardy and intrepid veterans. Time elapsed, 

and the moral and political vicissitudes, 

which it brought along with it, changed the 

aspect, and, in appearance, the very nature 

of things. Instead of scientific pursuits 

and philosophical discussions, or valour and 

‘patriotism, we find the sons of Greece, in 

these days, busied in the repetition of the 

Koran, or the enumeration of the rosary, 

without learning, without honour; and, as 

af not one elastic spring of human nature 

remained unbroken, submitting,-without an 

effort, to all the evils which are heaped 

upon them by a feeble and lethargic des- 

potism. 

«Italy presents to us changes, not less 

striking, and evidently resulting from ana- 

logous causes. The fierce and lawless ban- 

ditti, whose desperate circumstances in- 

duced them to attach themselves to. the 

fortunes of Romulus, soon grey into a na- 

tion of heroes, and subjected the world to




