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VOYAGE
IN THE

INDIAN OCEAN, &c.
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IWAS at the Isle of France in the year
1790, with ‘a vessel too large and too sharp
for the country. Not being able to dis-

Departure
from the
Isle of
France.

pose of her, I resolved on a trip to Ben-

gal, where I lhoped'to'ﬁnd a good price
and a ready market, though her construc-
tion was ill adapted to the navigation of
the Ganges. But appearances being in
her favour, this defect I trusted would be
overlooked, and I was not mistaken.

I accordingly prepared for my depar-
ture, and was soon ready for sea. Several
motives, and ecoromy among the rest,
detetrmined me to discharge all my Euro-
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peans, and work the ship with black In-
dians, known by the name of Lascars;
but, finding it impossible to procure them,

- I was under the necessity of puttmg up

with thuty Manillese, Whose pusillani-
mity and- want of skill rendered the pas--
sage extremely difficult. |

'

The first vexation I experienced was
their causing me to miss the harbour of
the Isle of Bourbon, where I intended to
have taken in fresh provisions., I was
therefore obliged to steer for the Sechelles-
Islands, and I considered it as.an instance. '
of good fortune, that I arrived there in

safety, after traversing a dangerous archi-

pelago, in which navigation is subject to '
a number of maﬁgeuvres, that require an
experienced crew.

After four days of anxiety and labour, I
arrived upon the Sechelles’ bank. Those
who are desirous of having a correct idea.
of this cluster of islands and rocks, may
be fully gratified by the chart of the che-,
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valier Grenier. My approach to the banlk
tvas announced by the lead, and the Isle
iur Frésutes being in sight confirmed my
situation. At six o’clock in the evening
I made that small island, and directed my
course for Mahé, the capital of these
establishments, which the distance yet pre-
vented nie from perceiving., I was then
in thirty fathom water. '

The night was extremely tempestuous,
and the next day, about eight in thé¢
morning, I discoveted Mahé, where I
came to anchor at three in the afternoon:
The governor was an officer of engineers
detached from the Isle of France, and I
received from him all the dttention and
assistarice I could desire; ;8

The Sechelles form ‘a small and disfinct‘

archipelago in the midst of the large oné
to the north of the Isle of France. "They"
are elevated above a bank of sand, which

entirely surrounds them. Their name & .
a compliment paid to' Mr. de Sechéllés; -

B2



VOYAGE

and the principal port derives its appella-
tion in like manner from Mr. Mahé de la-
Bourdonnaie, the governor, to whom the
colony of the Isle of France is indebted

for its beginning splendour, '

It is singular, that islands should have
soundings, as these have, at a great distance
from shore; and it 1s a circumstance at the
same time extremely ‘adva‘ntageous to ma-
riners, who, when in search of them, can
neither well miss them, nor come upon
them unexpectedly, so as to endanger their
vessel. ;

Among this group of islands some are
nothing more than barren rocks; but four
of them, Mayé, St. Anne, Praslin, and
Frégates, contain water, and are capable
of cultivation. Mahé¢ is the principal and
largest, and is -about five leagues in cir-
cumference. It is of a secondary height,
that is to say, upwards of a thousand feet,
, as I guessed at least, for I had no time
to make exact observations. The whole
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island is a continued mountain,"having
several peaks without any considerable
vallies between them. It is primitive or
granitic, and the bare sidés of the peaks,
rising perpendicularly, discover, in many
places, granite in its purity.

This mountain,'és well as those the
tops of which compose the other islands,
have undoubtedly served as a resting-place,
against which the ocean, gradually depo-

siting its sediments, has formed the bank '

that surrounds them ; and they will there-
fore, in a course of time, be united, n all
probability, into one island.

Let us for a moment attend here to the
physical changes of the globe, and the
gradual organisation of banks and masses
from materials which the sea heaps toge-
ther in her bosom. The form of the Se-
- chelles’ bank appears to furnish matter for
reflexion on the subject. If we remark,
that the currents'in the track of the gene-
ral winds always follow the impulse of

Formation
of the
bank.
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those winds, that is' here, always run to *
the north-west, we shall easily concei\_re,-
that these peaks of granite, uniting: toges
ther at the base at a certain depth, have
collected, for a long su'c’cession of ages,
all the loose matter and extraneous bodies
which the waves and tides have thrown
in their way : driven® against the south-
west points of these peaks, these materials
have been stopped there, and have formed
the bank above which the Sechelles-Islands
rise.

To this it will perhaps be objected, that
some islands have their anchorage to lee-
ward, as, for instance, the Isles of France
and Bourbon, and tl_losé of St. Helena and
Ascension, where no soundings are found
to windward, and which have all a small
bank on the opposite side to the current .
The answer is simple : these islands are
volcanic. The Isle of France bears such
evident vestiges of an irruption, that lava
is found at every step. That of Bourbon
1 burning at present; the peak of Salazes
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is a volcano; and S& Helena still exhibits
the traces of flames on her mountains. ~As
to Ascension, its coilﬂagrati'on is o recerit,
that its soil is nothing but ashes} it has
not yet had time to recover its springs, and
a drop of water is accordingly not to be
found through the whole island.
p .

Whether these islands are the wreck of
a mutilated continent, or have been thrown
up by a submarine explosion, which I '
should rather admit, their formation has
been acémnpanied by accidents that have
given cause for the accumulation of the
banks in. question, 'w‘hich have no relation
whatever to those gradually erganised by
the sea, Theseislands are too new for the
ocean to have had time to throw up against
them the matenals, which form shelves and
. masses accumulated in the silence of ages.

"Ihe bank which surrounds the Se-
chelles extends .a -considerable distance to
leeward ; but nothing can thence be con-
cluded against what I have advanced. Far
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this fact to subvert my theory, it would
be necessary that the isle of Mahé should
be alone ; whereas it is comprised in an
archipelago situated in the midst of two
others still more extensive, and at no great
distance apart. It is evident, that at va-
rious depths, never very considerable, these
islands are all joined together at the base,
from the northern extremity of the Lac-'
cadives even to the Isles of France and
Bourbon. The mountains of this conti-
nent form the islands that are perceptible
and known to us ; and many others must
exist, that, from their want of elevation,
are condemned to remain submerged. The
isle of Mahé is surrounded by tops of
this kind, which, unable to rise. above
the waves, have only intercepted the ma-
terials dragged on by the ocean in its
course : they are now covered, and form
the bank, the figure of which answers to
their situation. It is probable, that the
leeward part of the Sechelles’ bank will
not be left dry till long after that to wind-
ward ; because the currents, having now
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no- obstacle opposed to them, carry off
with them into the immensity of the deep
the extraneous bodies which escape from
the islands of this archipelago; while, on
the contrary, the isle of Mahé and the
rest, opposing a barrier to the tides, force
them to deposit the sediments they con-
tain on the point of resistance. This hy-
pothesis is proved almost to evidence: for
the bank of the Sechelles is elevated con-
siderably to windward, so that we find
only a very small depth of water in the
direct line of the tides, that is to say, to
the south-east, and this depth must neces-
sarily diminish daily. 1In. short, if any
thing can give weight to my conjecture,
itis, that the harbour of the Sechelles very
sensibly becomes shallower, as does that
also of the Isle of France : which demon-
strates, not only that the ocean collects in
those places the extraneous bodies by
which they are organised, but also, that
its easy and gradual retreat takes place in
these climates in the same uniform man-
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ner as our philosophers have remarked n
other parts of the globe. k3

As to the form of mountains, T shall
observe, that, in general, when we meet
with any of which the sides are perpendi-
cular, we need not hesitate in pronouneing
them to be either primitive ‘or voleanic;
for that shape denotes either an explosion
or a strong commotion. The secondary
mountains, ‘on the contrary, formed gra-
dually by the ocean of materials inces-
santly collected by it, are oblique, unless
they have been heaped on a steep rock ;
in'which case, or if they have served, after
their formation, as a bed for a current,
they may have been hollowed by the wa-
ter, or cut pelpendncularly but such
examples are rare.

Since the period when the mountains of
these islands were projected, .in one of
the great revolutions of the globe, nature
has had time to gather upon them so great
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a quantity of vegetable substance, that,
except in places where their form would
not adfnit of it, they are every where co-
vered by a bed of very thick earth; and,
as they have only been frequented since
the present century, they produce an
extremely vigorous vegetation. The -islc
of Mah¢ has but 2 single cluster of trees
proper forship-building, and of thesea great
many have been destroyed in the erection
of houses; but the government of the
Mauritius has taken this object into consi-
deration, and issued decrees for its preser-
vation, particularly the tatamaka wood,
which affords the fine curved pieces used
mn the construction of ships.

The isle of Mahé supports three small
islands nearly adjoining. The space com-
prised between the former and one of the
latter, called St. Anne, forms a fine bay,
serving as a harbour, which affords an ex-
cellent anchorage. These islands are sur-
rounded by an immense quantity of coral;
probably the original matter of which the

1T
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€

fragments heaped together by the ocean
gradually form the banks and islands which
the sea Qrganises. ‘

The coral here forms shelves of great
extent; théy rise to the very surface of the
sca; but at the bottom of the bay, oppo-
site’ Mahé, nature has made a narrow
channel, proceeding in a serpentine direc-
tion to the shore, and admitting a great
depth of water. This place is commonly
called Barachouas, and, in case of neces-

sity, might be made an harbour. The

passage is very well adapted for that pur-
pose, having perpendicular banks of coral
on each side, which form a quay even
withthe water’s edge ; so that the channel is
never exposed to the roughness of the sea.

Vessels wishing to enter there carry a
grapnel to the coral banks, and thus moor
without thetrouble of dropping an anchor.

The possession of these islands is of the
greatest importance to France; and she
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took care therefore to secure them, as soon

as the colony of the Mauritius had -ac- -

quired a degree of prosperity. The port
and road of the Sechelles are at so small a
distance from it, as to be able to annoy its
trade, and cut off its communication with
India: so that, supposing they were of
no other use, it nfust ever be of impor-
tance to the french government to pre-
vent their falling into the hands of its ene-
mies; but they are valuable on other ac-
counts. :

When the.an(ix succeeded in pilfering
spices from the Dutch, the plants were
conveyed to the Isle of France, and
carefully cultivated in the king’s garden:
a few prosperous years, with skilful and
expensive management, gave reason to
hope they might be naturalised there,
and government had even begun to distri-
bute the young plants among the inhabi-
tants, and teach them how they were to
be reared; but the hurricanes soon put an
end to so flattering a prospect : the settler

Spices.

13
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grew weary of the expense and extréme
care necessary to the support of an objeet
of which the profit, while it was uncer=
tain, was also at least far distant; and the
results, even in the king’s garden, were
by no means so satisfactory ‘as was ex-'
pected.  The cinnamon produced only a
light bark, triflingly’ tinctious, and very
mferior in quality to that of the Mo-
luccas. The ‘clove-trees dwindled; and
though the plant itself appeared healthy,
its fruit did not answer the expectation
of government. In a word, this business
was nothing more, properly speaking,
than an object of ‘curiosity : like those
orange-trees in Russia, or'in the north of
Germany, which produce fruit by dint of -
attention, but the fruit is degenerate, has
no taste, no ﬂavour, and scarcely even any
smell. ;

The Sechelles, being in a latitude simis
lar to the Moluccas, and presenting some
probability -in favour of 'this species of
cultivation, now attracted the attention eof
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administration.  Plants were conveyed
thither wit\h‘the utmost secresy ; and as
the negro-ships generally, put i at the
Isle of Mahé, to procure water and turtle,
care was taken to choose a place on the
other. side of the island, to prevent its
being known, and they were deposited
ncar the royal creek, and abandoned to
nature;

Their success surpassed every hope;
the cinnamon-trees, particularly, spread
with such rapidity,that the canton, where-
ever the lofty trees would permit them to
grow,  was shortly covered with them.
"The cloves and nutmegssucceeded also, but
did not increase in the same proportion.

Things were in;this state when war was
declared, in 1778, between France and
England. Viscount de Souillac, governor
of the Isles of France and Bourbon, with
their dependencies, animated by a pure
and well-directed patriotism, took every
precaution to prevent the enemies of the

-t
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state from seizing on the precious re-
sult of so much labour, patience, and
expense ; but the person charged with the
execution of his orders was deficient in
the judgment necessary for the execution
of so important a commission. Govern-
ment had generally maintained a military
post on this island ; but from the fear of
its being surprised, it was discontinued at
the commencement of the war, and an
overseer only left there with a few blacks,
whose orders were, to take the most effec-
tual means of destroying the cinnamon-
trees the moment the enemy should at-
tempt to take possession of the island.
Unfortunately, a large french ship from
Madagascar put in to waterat Mahé; and
the overseer, mistaking her for an enemy,
believing he should be attacked, and fear-
ful of not having time to execute his in-
structions, immediately set fire to the
spice-trees, and destroyed them all.

Thus perished the hopes of the French
government. The birds, however, which
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in general are fond of the fruit of the
cinnamon-tree, had carried off a great
number of berries, of which some had
dropped accidentally in the woods of the
interior of the islands, where they pro-
duced new plants, which were found
there at the peace of 1783. Of these
great care was taken; and when I visited
the island, the cinnamon-, clove-, and nut-
meg-trees were in good condition, though
not very numerous. There is no doubt
~ that every kind of spice might be cul-
tivated in the Sechelles-Islands; and
France, notwithstanding their little ex-
tent, derive from them a sufficient quan-
tity for the consumption of the republic.
No climate can be more favourable; and
the instances I have cited incontestably
prove, that the success would be com-
plete. But, since the trials which have
been made at Cayenne, it would appear
that government has lost sight of the
project of naturalising ‘them on these
islands.
VOL. I c
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In 1790 grants of land were offered to
any inhabitant of the Isle of France who
wished to settle at Mah¢, and soon the.
whole island was disposed of ; ‘but no per-
son at that time had. fixed his residence
either on the isle of Pralin or that of
Frégates: and as to St. Anne’s, govern-
ment had united it to« the royal domains,
to leave it for the use of ships resorting
to the port, who had liberty to land their
erews for the benefit of their health, with-
out the least apprehension as to the other
islands, with which; in case of contagion, |
all communication is cut off.

These settlers finding it difficult to live,
much mere to enjoy themselves, have
neglected the spice-trees, and even de-
stroyed them, that they might devote them-
selves to the cultivation of rice, maize, ma-
nioc, cocoa-trees, and to fishing for turtle.
‘This last article presénted so alluring a
bait to their industry, by the profit it af-
forded, that they pursued it with an avi-
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dity which threatened in a short time the
destruction of the species. Government
therefore interfered, and the fishing is now
subject to restrictions.  As these islands
had been long uninhabited, the turtle came
there in abundance to lay their eggs; but
now; disturbed by the inhabitants, they
manifestly become every day more scarce.
Government preserves the females in an
inclosure on the beach, where any one
may be supplied for his own consump-
tion, but not for trade. This is an excel-
lent resource to vessels whose crews are at-
tacked by the scurvy. The males thatare
taken are always set at liberty.

These islands produce also a kind of
cocoa peculiar to themselves, called sea or
twin cocoa; the fruit perfectly represents
the human posteriors, and is in request
through all Asia, on account of its scarce-
ness.

The soil of the Sechelles is new, and
consequently extremely fertile: indigo is
c 2

.19
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indigenous there 3 all the plants prosper ;
horned cattle languish ; but goats and pigs
thrive ; and poultry do well and become
fat in a short time. ‘The rice has attracted
the attention of cultivators,‘ by its supe-
riority over any other in the world.  Yet,
notwithstanding all this, the colony, in its
present state, is of no value; and, though
it holds out great advantages, is reduced to
a mere provision-warehouse for the srall
number of vessels that visit it: nor can it
be considered in any other Light till a wise
administration shall think proper to restore
it to its first destination.

I made some remarks on turtle at these
islands,” which may perhaps give birth
to conjectures on a fact that has not yet -
fixed the attention of naturalists.

Does the land-turtle, or tortoise, ever
swim or undertake long passages by sea?
To throw light upon this question, it may

~ be useful perhaps to -observe, that the

Sechelles-Islands abound in this species of
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tortoise. How did they come there?
Moreover, tortoises taken at the isle of
Pralin, deposited in the inclosure of that
place, and marked on the back with a
circle made i)y a coopet’s screeving-iron,
have been re-taken three leagues off on an-
other island called ’Isle aux Cerfs, near
the barachouas of Mahé. Others, put into
the inclosure of the Isle aux Cerfs, and
marked in a particular manner, have
been retaken at Mahé, from which it is
separated by the bay and harbour, making
at least the distance of a league. This
fact may be relied on: I mention it be-
cause I never heard that these tortoises un-
dertook such long excursions by sea. The
observation appears to me to be new, and
I am anxious to communicate it to natu-

ralists.

During my stay at the Sechelles I had
nearly lost my boat and those of my crew
who were in it. They suffered themsclves
to be driven on the coast by a light breeze,
which their pusillanimity rendered them
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unable to counteract. T feared they were
carried outto sea, where they would inevi-
tably have perished ; but, fortunately, they
were brought back the next day. They had
run aground near the plantation of an in-
habitant, who cultivated cocoa, which they
pillaged without mercy, carrying off three
thousand nuts, with Which they laded the
boat. = The planter, whom I begged to
set a value upon his loss, was satisfied with
thirty spanish dollars, which I paid with-
out hesitation.

Every thing being ready for my depar-
ture, I weighed anchor and stood to the
north, keeping that course till T came
within nine degrees north latitude, in
order to pass between the Laccadives and
the Maldives. The day on which I reached
the passage was marked by the loss of a
sailor, : 2 “Manillese, who fell into the
sea while he was émployed in bending a
new fore-sail. The poor fellow swam like
a fish, ‘and at first diverted himself by
calling. to each: of the crew by name, in-
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viting them to jump in and bathe with
him. It was then about four o’clock
in the afternoon, the wind began to
freshen, and the ship was going at the
rate of little’ more than three miles an
hour. The officer who had the watch
put about in an instant; a hen-coop, some
buoys, and other things, were thrown over-
board to assist him, but he jestingly dis-
dained them, hoping by dint of skill to
come up with the vessel. At last a cask
was hove out, with a lead-line fastened to
it of two hundred fathoms, to which I
added upwards of four hundred fathoms
of .rope of different sizes, but all to no
purpose; he could not get hold of it, the
wind and current driving the vessel faster
than he could swim. As soon as he per-
ceived the affair to be growing serious,
he was seen to exert all his force, and
every now and then to lift up his arms

to show.himself.

Wishing to neglect no means of saving
him, T had given orders for the boat to be

23






