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PREFACE
TO THE THIRTY-FIRST VOLUME,

.

THE XX XIst Volume of the NavAL CHRONTOLE closes
the NAVAL history of the late eventful war, in which, quoting
the words of an able correspondent,* we fearlessly affim—

¢ It was this arm of her power, which, amidst the wreck of nations,
. and the overthrow of mighty empires and states, brought into the ports
of Great Britain the treasures of the whole world. It was the Royal
Navy of Great Britain that prepared the way for the glorious fields
fought in the peninsula—and the laurels that adorn the brows of the
great Wellington. It was the Royal Navy of Great Britain that carried
the terrors of her power to’every shore ; digplayed the ensigns of her
strength to cheer desponding nations ; and, amidst preponderating gloom,
shed a never-failing stream of hope. 3

« If it were to be asked, what would at this time have been the
situation of Great Britain, had not her victorious fleets, under the favour
of Divine Providence, protected her shores—been a shield to her coms
merce and her numerous colonies—what answer could be given 3"

Sach are the expressions used by a correspondent, who, if we
do not err, has fought for his country as an officer in that navy
whose cause he so ably advocates. To attempt to detract
from the glory of our army would display a mean and impotent
spirit—far from it—we are the foremost to allow that, 1n the
race of glory, it has overtaken the royal navy, and finished its
labours with an eclat never exceeded by the most brilhant pe-
riods of our military history. We affirm, however, that, but for -
the matchless patience and toils of our seamen in many a weary
blockade,—their swiftness in pursuit,—their irresistible fury in
battle—Europe hiad been, with the exception of these islands, to-
tally subdued ; and even on our own shores, where, amidst the
wildest rage of warfare, peace and safety dwelf, we should have
experienced the horrors of war, had 1t not been for the energies,
of our navy. :

The orders given by Napoleon to Admiral Villeneuve were, s
« if possible, to avoid a battle,—to touch at Brest for the naval
force which might be ready for sea, thence to steer north about,
for the Texel ficet, and then, with the united fleets, cover the

* Arion, p. 368,
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embarkation of the immense armies assembled on ;hs)q_o_ast near
Boulogue, and pour them on the shores of England.

.. Buonaparte. was at BogiggnE,TEhG ;‘ﬂotllla was prepared—
and every, thing ready for embarkation the moment the combined
fleets should have appeared, After three of the most anxious
days that perhaps that persouage ever passed had elapsed beyond the
time he expected+his fleots might have arrived—the telegraphs
communicated the unwelcome tidings, that Sk RoBERT CAL-
DER had forced the combined fleet to action, and had so far

< ;n,ppled it, that 1t was retul:ne_d nto port to refit :—Our readers
may rely that the preceding anecdote is strictly true,—and
although, if those’ mighty armies, flushed with victory, and
headed by a general then deemed inyincible, had been wafted
to. our shores; we have no doubt of their ultimate destruction ;
yet, in all human probability this METROPOLIS would have
been occupied by the foe, and our internal sources of wealth
and power have received a shock which this country might have
felt for many ages, Thence, whilst we admit that the claims of
the navy to the gratitude and plaudits of the nation are not
igreater than those of the army, we affirm, that 'the army is’
andebted for its present elevated rank, to the exertions and vic-
tories of the royal navy ; and we are also of opinion, that,in the
distnibution of military houours and rewards, something re-
sembling parsimony towards the naval defenders of the empire,

. 85 too perceptible. : :

The dismantling of our yvictorious fleets must necessarily throw
a great number of officers out of active service, and if the ad-

- vance of half-pay be still inadequate to the increased price of
all kinds of the necessaries of life, we sincerely rejoice that some

addition has. been made, and trust to the JUSTICE of ' the
. country still to increase it, till it shall be equal in value to the

. Possessor to what it was fifty years since. We do not claim’
~any merit in having, as far as is in our power, contributed to

..an act of national justice, and our pages will still be open to

- those who, in terms.of becoming respect, may wish to point
out any amelioration of which the naval service may be deemed

SHEGERMDIR.. R : ‘ :
As the NavarCuronicLE will be looked up fo by posterity
as the most atthentic source of information respecting those

s officers who have fallen in_the late glorious war, we call upon
the friends or relatives of the deceased, to supply us with any

- +authentic particulars_that they may possess selative to the pro-

- fessional services of their friends. We do mnot address this

. dnvitation, to, the friends of commanding officers alone, but

~.generally to all,  We should feel as much pleasure to record an
act of extraordinary gallantry or naytical skill" performed by

-
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“a p’ri‘i‘at'é seaman, as by a commander.  We hope this ‘call will
besgenerally answered, and that we shall have abundanee of
,v:?lﬁbkl_:;matter thus supplied, to enrich the pages of our future
-volumes:  So much for the biography of the deceased.’ 15

A feeling of delicacy, highly commendable, and which is
ndeed imseparable from true merit—has precluded our pages
from many a valuable memoir of existent officers. " We refer to
the memoirs of Captain James Alexander Gordon, and Admiral
Otway, as evidence of our intention to avoid every thing re-
sembling flattery—which even towards the dead is disgraceful—
but to the living—disgusting. If we were well supplied with
materials, we might devote a portion of our succeeding velumes
to the recording the services of the LIEUTENANTS OF THE
Rovar Navy—confining oursclves to a mere statement of
facts—leaving the reader to supply the comments.

Amongst many valuable correspondents, A. F. Y. claims our
particular regard, not merely on account of the valuable com-
-munications his able pen affords, but the useful suggestions he
supplies, In p. 135 of the present volume, he threw out the
idea of ourgiving ““ chronological engravings of ships and vessels
of all nations, and particularly British, from the skin canoe
of the ancient Britons to the present Nelson—which I trast will
be for some time the ne plus uftra in point of tonnage, ‘and
number of decks.”—We approve the idea very much, and if we
are supplied with materials, would certainly make the attempt ; -
confining ourselves, however, in 'the first instance, to British
vessels only. ‘

We are encouraged by certain august personages in a manner
that renders it probable the NavaL CrroNi€eLE will speedily
find its way into distant countries, where at present its existence,
except to a very few, is probably unknown. 'We are also taking
active measures to circulate the work generally on the continent,
and particularly in the provinces of Holland, whence we hope
to derive much valuable matter to eurich our future pages; in
which we shall occassionally introduce foreign biographical me-
moirs, nautical anecdotes, and extracts from interesting voyages.
The absence of Gazette letters, promotions, &c. will-afford more
space for original matter—with which we hope to be supplied
by the kindness of our patrons and correspondents. =~

This Volume will be found to contain a full proportion of
original biography. In the memoir of Captain Philip de Sau-

‘ marez, will be found a letter written by that officer when he
‘was first lieutenant of the Centurion, Commodore Anson. We
feel greatly indebted to Admiral Sir James Saumarez for this
interesting document, and we hope his example may stimulate
other persons to favour us in a similar way.
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4 NAVAL BIOGRAPHY,

in .‘very'soﬂ terms, and accompanied with declaratious of esteetn,
and a present of provisions, so exasperated the admiral, thaty
without any hesitation, he fell upon the Portuguese fleet, then
returning from Brazil, of which he took 17 ships, and burnt
three. It was to no purpose that the King of Portugal, alarmed
at so unexpected a destruction, ordered Prince Rupert to attack
him, aud retake the Brazil ships. Blake carried home his prizes
wfthout molestation, the Prince not having force enough to pursue
him, and well pleased with the opportunity of quitting a port
where he could no longer be protected. :

Blake soon supplied his fleet with provisionsy and received or-
ders to make reprisals upon the French, who had suffered their
privateers to molest the English trade ; an injury which, in those
days, was always immediately resented, and, if not repaired, cer-
tainly punished. Sailing with this commission, he took in his way
a French man of war, valued at a million. " How this ship hap-
pened to be so rich, we are notinformed ; but, as it was a cruiser,
it is probable the rich lading was the accumulated plunder of many
prizes. Then following the unfortunate Rupert, whose fleet, by
storms and battles, was now reduced to five ships, into Cartha-

_gena, he demanded leave of the Spanish governor to attack him in
the harbour, but received the same answer which had been returned
before by the Portuguese ; that they had a right to protect all ships
that came into their dominions ; that if the admiral were forced in
thither; he should find the same security, and that he required
him not to violate the peace of a neutral port. Blake withdrew
upon this answer into the Mediterranean, and Rupert then Teaving
Carthagena entered the port of Malaga, where he burnt and sunk
several English merchant ships. Blake, judging this to be an
infringement of the neutrality professed by the Spaniards, now
made no scruple to fall upon Rupert’s flect in the harbour of
Malaga, and having destroyed three of his ships, obliged him to

quit the sea, and take sancluary at the Spanish court.

In February, 1650-1, Blake, still continuing to cruise in the

Mediterranean, met with a French ship of considerable force,
and commanded the captain to come on board, therc being no
war declared ‘between the two nations. The captain, when he
came, was asked by him, whether he was willing to lay down his |
sword, and yield ; which he gallantly refused, though in his
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enemy’s power : Blake, scorning to take advantage of an urhﬁce,
and detesting the appearance of treachery, told hxm, that he was
at liberty to go back to his ship, and defend it as long as he could.
The captain willingly accepted his offer, and after a fight of two
hours, confessed himself conquered, kissed his sword, and s surren-
dered it.* ; :
In 1652 broke out the memorable war between the two com-
monwealths of England and Holland ; a war, in which the great.
est admirals that perhaps any age has produced, were engaged on
each side ; in which nothing less was contested than the dominion
of the sea, and which was carried on with vigour, animosity, and
resolution proportioned to the importance of the dispute. The
chief commanders of the Dutch fleets were, Van Trump, De Ruy-
ter, and De Witt, the most celebrated names of their own nation,
and who had been perhaps more renowned, had they been opposed
by any other enemies. The States of Holland having carried on
their trade without opposition, and almost without competition,
not only during the unactive reign ef James I. but during the
commotions of .Erfgland, had arrived to that height of naval power,
and that affluence of wealth, ‘that, with the arrogance which a
Jong-continued prosperity naturally produces, they began to in-
yent new claims, and to treat other nations with insolence, which
nothing can defend but superiority of force. They had for some
- time made uncommon preparations at a vast expence, and had
equipped a large fleet, without any apparent danger threatening
them, or any avowed design of attacking their meighbours. This
unusual armament was not behcld by the English without some
jealousy, and care was taken to fit out such a fleet, as might
sccure the trade from interruption, and the coasts from insults;
of this Blake was constituted admiral for nine months. In this
situation the two nations vemained, keccping a watchful eye upon
each other, without acting hostilities on. either side, till the 18th
of May, 1652, when Van Tramp appeared in the Downs with a
fleet of 45 men of war. Blake, who had then but 20 ships, upon
tire approach of the Dutch admiral, saluted him with three single

*,This ship, with his four other prizes, he sent to England, and soon
afterwards came with his squadron to Plymouth: when “he received the
thaoks of Parliament, and was made Warden of the Cinque Ports.
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s},,g,ots,kté require that he should, by striking his flag, shey that
!:es,pect to the English, which is due to every nation in their own
dominions : to which the Dutchman answered with a broadside j
nﬁa Blake, perceiving that he intended to dispute the point ‘of
héuoﬁr, ‘advanced with his own ship before the rest of his ﬂ_ee’f,.
that, if it were possible, a general battle might be prevented.
But the Dutch, instead of admitting him to treat, ﬁrgd upon him
from their whole fleet, without any regard to the customs of war,
or the law of nations.*  Blake for some time stood alone against
their whole force, till the rest of his squadron coming up, the
fight was continued from between four and five in the afternoon
till nine at night ; when the Dutch retired with the loss of two
ships, having not destroyed a single vessel, nor more than fifteen
men, most of which were on board theadmiral, who, as lie wrote
to the Parliament, was himself engaged for four hours with the main
body of the Dutch fleet, being the mark at which they aimed ;
and, as Whitlock relates, received above a thousand shot. Blake
“in his letter acknowledges the particular blessing and preservation
of God, and ascribes his success to the justice of his cause, the
Dutch having first attacked him upon the English coast. It is,
indeed, little less than miraculous, that a thousand great shot
should not do more execution, and these who will not admit the
interposition of Providence, may draw at least this inference from
it, that the bravest man is nof always in the greatest danger. +

* The admiral was in his cabin drinking with snme of his officers, little
sxpecting to be so saluted ; when the shot brok
and shattered the stern, which put him into a vehement passion ; and curl-

ing his whiskers, as he used to do when he was angry, he commanded his’

men to answer the Dutch in thei- kind ; saying, when his heat was some=

what over, ke took it very ill of Van Trump, that he should tahe his ship
Jor a bawdy house, and break his windows.

t Of this very remarkable action a narr
Parliament of Eugland, from which we gl
f‘ Upon Tuesday the 18th of May, 1652, in the morning, General Blake
being gone to the westward as far. as Rye Bay, eight days before, with
X tw‘elve or thirteen ships, leaving Major Bourne ‘in the Downs, with, eight
ships only, there appeared upon the back-side of the Godwin a Holland
fleet of men of war, consisting of two-and- forty ships, one ,whereof had a
flag on the maiu-top-mast head, the rest Jacks and ancients; and being
f:o_unp‘to_ghe South Sand’s head, two of them bore up towards the Endlis: ‘
shipsin the Downs ; whereupon Major Bourae sent out the Greyhonng to

e the windows of his ship,

ative was printed by order of the
ve the following extract :— ;
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InJ uly he met the Dutch Fishery fleet, with a convoy of _tvi'jehia‘
men of war, all which he took, with 100 of their herring-busses.
And in September, being stationed in the Downs with about 60
sail, he discovered the Dutch adwirals, De Witt and De'Rﬁ"ytéf';"

= P 1SRG I 12

examine them, and to know the reason of their so near approach ; who'
answering, that they had a message to the commander-in-chief in the
Downs, were permitted to come in ; and having saluted the flag, the two
captains, named Tyson and Aldred, came aboard Major Bourne, and
acquainted him that they were sent by Van Trump, to let him know
that he had been riding about Dunkirk with his fleet, where, by reason
of foul weather, they had lost many of their cables and anchors, and the -
wind being northerly, were driven farther to the southward than they.
intended, which Van Trump thought fit to'signify, to prevent any misap-
prehensions or jealousies. And having said this, and received for answer,
that the reality of what they said would best appear by their speedy draw=
ing off from this coast, they departed to their fleer, aud immediately, upon
their arrival with them, the whole fleet stood up to Dover, and came to
an anchor within little more than gun-shot of the castle, the same day in
the afternoon.  Upon their coming before Dover Castle, and riding there
with a flag in the maiu-top, without saluting the Castle, the Castle made

three shot at them ; notwithstanding which, the Dutch admiral kept up -

his flag, and rode there at anchor until the next day at noon, and exer=
cised his musketeers, by discharging volleys of small shot many hours
together. Hpon Wednesday, about twelve oclock, the Dutch fleet
weighed anchar, and stood off towards Calais some few leagues unto the
south-east. About the same time the English fleet, under General Blake,
coming from the test towards the Downs, discovered them, and supposed
by their ‘course that they had been going back. Major Bourne likewise
ws.in sight, coming from the Downs to join with General Blake. About
an hour or two after, the Holland fleet altered their course, came back
again, made all che sail they could, and bore directly with General Blake.
Van Tramp, the headmost, with his flag in the main-top, and being come
within shot, the general shora gun at his main-top, and then two singlg
shot more; whereupon Trump shot a single shot through the genéral’s flag,
and then immediately gave the first broadside, and tock in his pendants,
and hung out his red flag under the Holland colours, which was the signal
on their part for the whole fleet to-engage; and so the fight began, which
happenecj. between four and five o’clock in the afternoon, ane con\_:inugd
until nine o’clock. In the fight the English took two of the Holland fleet ;

one whereof, having six feor water in the hold; they left, taking the cap--

tain and officers aboard : the other was a ship of thirty guns. General
Blake lay all night where the fizht began, or near thereabouts ; and the
Holland, fleet was espied about four lengucs distant towards the coust of
France next morning.” :

To this. et us subjoin ‘the letter written by the admiral himself, on
account not only of several curigus circymstances contained thercin, bur

#






