





BOOK 1L,

//W%:?{J?

CONTINUED.:

CHAPTER VI.
ON IMAQJNATION,- AND ITS DISEASES.

The expreffion imaginatz'o)z, often applied to pheno-
mena which are quite different from each other.
Of reverie.  Difproportion between the repre-

- fentative facully of the mind and judgment. It

- may be either born with a perfon, or accidentally
exciled ; the accidental exciting caufes claffed,
and enumeraled. — The great danger of a natural
difproporiion between imagination and judgment
pointed out, and explained.  The accidental de-
rangement of intellects which it occafions illyf-

trated by cafes.

etk e imagination has been indiferi-*
minately applied to many phenomena, and
. Yor. II. B operations







AND ITS DISEASES: 3

which people form of them fo inaccutate, that
many obftacles oppofe themfelves to the ac-
compl’lihment of this very defirable object.

The method of this work does not permit
me to enter fully into this fubjeé ; but a thort
analyfis becomes unavoidable, efpecially as
thofe points of analogy in which the various
kinds of imagination, as they are comymonly
called, happen to agree, muft be rendered ob-
vious in order to underftand many things
- which are to follow.

It often happens when our attention is re-
laxed while engaged in any purfuits, that an
image, or thought, ‘wholly foreign. to it, at
leaft as it appears to us at the time, fhall pre-
fent itfelf to our mind ; for inftance, in read-
ing a book, or in the midft of converfation,
the image of an abfent friend, of fome abfent
fcene, or fome paft a&ion, or expected good,
thall fuddenly prefent itfelf in fuch a manner
as to arreft our attention. Under fuch cir-
cumftances we often read on fora confiderable
- time, but do not underftand one word of the
B2 book 5















] . ON IMAGINAT!ON,

Now it may be obferved that the reprcfen-
tative faculty of the mind is often difpropor-
txonately great in regard to the other facylties,
efpecially to that ofJudgment Sucli a cafe
is to be confidered as highly dangerous, not
only inafmuch as it is the fource of many
errors in judgment, but alfo as it is a power-
ful g}nil;‘ix of many permanent kinds of deli-

- rium,

A difproportionate adivity of the reprefen-
tative faculty of the mind may either be born
with a perfon, or it may be accidentally ex-

cited.

In both cafes the image.s of the mind make

a ftronger impreflion on the brain than thdt
which the impreflions of external objects do,
and this is the fole caufe why people believe in
their reality. That this fuppofition is founded
in truth is proved by a great number of fads,
all of which tend to eftablifh this general
axiom, that the belief in the reality of the
- phantoms of the imagiﬁation arife either in
confequence of caufes whicheprevent the im-
; ‘ preffions
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preffions of external objeés from reaching the
brain with a due degree of force, or elfe from
the'images of the imagination having acquired
fuch a degree of force from frequent repeti-
tions, as to be fuperior in their effect to thofer
derived ab externo. Many people, previousto
the attack of delirium, if they fhut their eyes

' fo as'to exclude the fight of external objeds,
immediately fee, as it were, a crowd of horrid
faces, and monfters of varipus thapes, grinning
at them, or darting forward at them. As foon. |
as they open their eyes all thefe phantoms
vanifh ; if they fall afleep they are greacly dif-
turbed by thefe apparitions, and have horrid
and fearful dreams. Every medical man of

- obfervation muft have taken notice that, pre-

" vious to the commencement of a delirium,
the patient is often confcious of its approach.
Before the images of his imagination become
fo vivid as, by their a&tion on the brain, to
intirely obftruct the ‘paflage of thofe of exter- 4
nal bodies, they only operate occaﬁonally, and
the patient, therefore, being able to compare i
‘their influence with thofe which arife from the fﬁ
people, and things around him, becomes cont

fcmurg ‘{k
\‘i
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10 ON IMAGINATION,

fcious of a difference bétween them. Thus
patients when .they firft begin to rave, in
fevers, only do fo when the room is darkeg'ed,
or when they fhut their eyes : upon opening
their eyes, or upon being allowed to fee a good
deal of light, the delirium goes off, and recol-
lecting what things they faw, and their influ-
ence, they often remark, of their own accord,
that they are fure they were wandering, or

raving.

It has been juft now i‘emarLed that a dif-

proportionate activity of the reprefentanvc
faculty may arife from accidental caufes. -

Thefe are various :

1ft. Difeafed arterial adtion, as occafioned
by : | S s
. Fevers, and other acute difeafes. (See
Inqzm:y into the Phyfical” Caufes of Delirium
| in Book I ) > ‘ :
! 4. Common and {pecifi¢ inflammation df

- the brain. (7/d.)

B Intoxication. . (bid.) ;

”\d Certain poifons.  (Secz No. 40 in the

Appendzx )
2dly.

v
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2dly. Caufes which counteract the impref-
fion of external bodies.

. Difeafed vifcera, &c. (See the chapter
on Hypochondriafis, Book 1. )

b Sleep.

©

- 3dly. Caufes which exalt imagination, and
at the fame time deftroy judgment.
a. The faculty of fiction too frequently

exercifed.  (To e difcuffed in 1be next
chapter.)

4. Strong paflions. (See Book 111.)

A perfon born witha difprdportion between
the adivity of his imagination and his judg-
" ment, has a peculiarity of mental character
which is eafily to be difcovered in very early
life, except a number of very happy circum-
ftances have concurred to diminifh it.

Young people of this defcription are com- |
monly endowed with great fenfibility of
nerves, fo that every impreffion a? extern g‘i

< quxck
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12 ON IMAGINATION,

quickly and forcibly conveyed to the mind,
and wvice verfa, the images of the mind act
quickly, and with great force, on the corpa-
real parts. All affociations of thought con-,
riected with any vifyal obje&, or with paflages
of books, or fubje&s of converfation, are
quickly brought into the _mind; and hence
there is a character of life, fpirit, and clever-
nefs in their converfation, - which is not difce-
vered in other young people..  The livelinefs
with which all impreffions are felt does not
allow time for the due exercife of judgment,

and therefore they generally draw many erro-
neous concluﬁons concermng thmgs which
are eafily feen in their right light by other
people.  They act with precipitation; and
confequently fall into many errors which a
little foreﬁght (judgment as to future events, )
might have prevented. Then]t_hey are all:
" buftle, confufion, and folly, or all contri-
tion and forrow, or elfe in actual defpair ; and
th. motives of thefe violent commotions of
m; d and bodily action, are never proportion-

it o the effeéts.

¢

Their
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Their feelings are very acute ; pleafure, both
corporeal and mental, generally throws them
im0 exceflive agitation, and bodily pain, if
their frame be tender; and if they be very
young, often excites convulfions. & They are
powerfully affeted by all defires and paffions,
and the moft trifling caufes of excitement, or

 depreflion, overcome their judgment.

When fuch people have once entered on the
bufy fcenes of life, and their judgment has
not been ftrengthened by a judicious mode of
education, they are expofed to inceflant evils.
They do not take the beaten path; they wan-
der very eafily into the region of poffibilities;
at times' giving ear to the flighteff infpira-
tions of hope ; at o'her times fo intirely de-
prefled by ill-founded fears and terrors, that
they may be faid to be on the brink of defpair. '

" A courteous {mile, and a kind and civil beha-
viour, from one who has it in his power tc
ferve them, makes them miftake him for a
patron. When they are difappointed, bate
and anger quickly follow ; if they are ofter
overcome by difappointment, and do not fv

<



I4 ON IMAGINATION,

ceed in the world, léud, general clamours,
arc pronounced againft all mankind; the
common rivalfhip of men is conftrued irito
malice and perfecution, and except accidental
favours of fortune remove the caufes of their
diftrefs and difappointment, = mifanthropy

follows. :

Should a perfon, born with fuch a dif-
proportion between his imaginary powers
and judgment, have this faculty of his mind
unfortunately exalted by a ftore of images,
which, from their nature deftroy judgment,
fuch as horrid notions of fupernatural agents,
as of devils,” ghofts, hobgoblins, &c. as is
but too frequently the cafe among young
people, and alfo thofe of the lower orders,
the moft melancholy effeéts refult. It would
be an ealy matter to fill many pages with il-
luftrations of this pofition, as the records of
medicine are full of them. But one or twe’
are fufficient to explain what is meant. A
Mr. Cuarces Linz, a ftudent of philofophy,
't the univerfity of Jena, relates the following

¢ from his perfonal knowledge of the fact.

} “ A young
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A young girl about nine or ten years old,
st had fp'ent her birth-day with feveral com.
e panioné of her own age, in all the gaiety of
o6 ybuthful amufement. Her parents were of
<« a rigorous devout fe&, and had filled the
< child’s head with a number of ftrange and
* horrid notions about the devil, hell, and
_ ¢ eternal damnation. 1In the evening, as the
¢ was retiring to reft, the devil appeared to
¢ her, and threatened to devour her ; the gave
¢ a loud fhriek, fled to the apartment where
¢ her parents were, and fell down, apparently
 dead, at their feet. A phyfician was called
¢¢ in, and fhe began to recover herfelfin a few
« hours. She. then related what had hap-

-
P

pened, adding that the was fure the was to

a

¢ bedamned. This accident was immediately
« followed by a fevere and tedious nervous
<« complaint.””  Pfychological Magazine, Vol.
1V. pax L. p. 70. V

Cafe 2d. ° In Kleifche, a fmall village in
¢« Germany, belonging to Mr. V. S. a maid-
¢ fervant of that gentleman’s family was fe

‘¢ g thort league from home to buy fome meat
« Sh
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ON IMAGINATION;

She executed her orders correctly, and. ag

fhe was returning in the evening, the thought

the fuddenly heard a great noife behind her;

like the noife of many waggons. Upon

‘turning round, fhe obferved a little grey

man, not bigger than a child, who com-

manded her to go along with him. Shedid

not, however, return any anfwer, but con;
tinued to walk on. The little figure ac-

companied her, and frequently urged her to

go along with him. Upon reachmg the

outer court of her mafter’s refidence, fhe

was met by the coachman, who afked her
where fhe had been, to which fhe returned a
very diftin¢t anfwer. He did not remark
the little man, but fhe ftill continued to do
fo. ~ As fhe was pafling the bridge, he {ftm-

moned her for the laft time, and upon her

refufing to anfwer him, he told her, with a

menacing look, that the fhould be four days -
blind and dumb, and having faid fo he dif-

appeared.

¢« The gir] haftened to her apartment, and

“threw herfelf on the bed, unable to open*

« her
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"¢ her eyes, or to pronounce a word. ‘Sheap.-
< peared to undetftand all that was faid, but
¢¢ could not make any anfwer to the queftions
¢ which were propofed to her, exceptby figns.
< Every thing was tried ‘for her recovery by
« the family with whom fhe lived, but all was
‘“in vain. She was incapable of fwal]owmg

the medicines which were ordered for her.

“ At laft, on the expiration of the fourth day,

- fhe arofe in tolerably good health, and nar-

¢ rated what had happened to her.” Pfych.

Mag. Vol II. part 2. p.14.

In the Appendix feveral othcr cafes, fome-
what analogous to thefc‘:, will be found, and
which are fufficient to point out the nature of
this fingular illufion. (See Appendix, Nos ¢.)
It muft occur to every perfon of reflection,
that moft of the idle ftories concerning appari=
tions have no other foundation than that which
has been pointed out in the two precedmg
cafes.

Thefe cafes have been brought forward to
prove the exiftence and influence which fuch .
a vivid reprefentative facylty has in predif=

Vor. II. G pofing






