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WEAK and delicate minds may per- 

haps be alarmed by the title of this 

work. The word “ SorirupE” may 

poflibly engender melancholy ideas. 

But they have only to read a few pages 

to be undeceiyed. The author is not 

one of thofe extravagant mifanthropitts, 

who expect that men, formed by nature 

for the enjoyments of fociety, and im- 

pelled continually towards it by a mul- 

titude of powerful and invincible pro- 

penfitics, fhould feek refuge in forefts 

and inhabit the dreary caye or lonely 

a3 cell:
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cell: he is a friend to the {pecies, a 

rational philofopher, and a virtuous ci- 

tizen, who, encouraged by the efteem 

of his Sovereign, endeavours to enlight- 
en the minds of his fellow-creatures 

upon a fubject of infinite importance to 

them, the attainment of true felicity. 

No writer appears more completely 
convinced than M. Zimmerman that 
man is born for fociety, or feels its du- 
ties with more refined fenfibility. 

  

Tris the nature of human fociety and 
its correfpondent duties which he here 
undertakes to examine. The impor- 
tant charaéters of Father, Hufband, 
Son, and Citizen, impofe on MAN a 
variety of obligations, which are always 
dear to virtuous minds, and eftablith 
between him, his country, his family, 
and his friends, relations too neceffary — 
and attractive to be diftegarded. 

ee What
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« What wonder therefore, fince th’ endearing ties 

“ Of paffion link the univerfal kind” 

«© Of man fo clofe, what wonder if to fearch 

« This common nature through the various change 

« Of {ex, and age, and fortune, and the frame 

“ Of each peculiar, draw the bufy mind 

“ With unrefifted charms? The fpacious Welt, 

«© And all the teeming regions of the South, 

«< Hold not a quarry, to the curious fight 
« Of knowledge, half fo tempting or fo fair, 
© As Man to Man.” 

Bor it is not amidft tumultuous joys 

and noify pleafures, in the chimeras of 

ambition, or the illufions of {elf-love, 

in the indulgence of feeling, or the gra- 

tification of defire, that men muft ex- 

pect to feel the charms of thofe mutual 

ties which link them fo firmly to fo- 

ciety. It is not in fuch enjoyments that 

men can feel the dignity of thofe du- 

ties, the performance of which NATURE 

has fendered productive of fo many 

pleafures, or hope to tafte that true fe- 

a4 licity
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licity which Felts from an indepen~ 

dent mind and a contented heart: a 

felicity feldom fought after, only be- 

caufe it is fo little known, but which 
every individual may find within his 

own bofom. Who, alas!’ does not 

conftantly experience the neceffity of 
entering into that facred afylum to 
fearch for confolation under the real or 
imaginary misfortunes of life, or to al- 
leviate indeed more frequently the fa~ 
tigue of its painful pleafures? Yes all 
men, from the mercenary trader, who 
finks under the anxiety of his daily 
tafk, to the proud ftatefman, intoxicat- 
ed by the incenfe of popular applaufe, 
experience the defire of terminating 
their arduous career. Every bofom feels 
an anxiety for repofe, and fondly wifhes 
to fteal from the vortex of a bufy and 
perturbed life to enjoy the tranquillity 
of Solitude, 

  

«* Hackney’d 

ர்‌ 

ai
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* Hackney’d in bufinefs, wearied at that oar 

“* Which thoufands, once chain’d fait to, quit no 
more, 

*¢ But which when life at ebb runs weak and low, 

54 All with or feem to with they could forego. 
« The ftatefman, lawyer, merchant, man of trade, 
46 Pants for the refuge of a peaceful thade ; 
56 Where, all his long anxieties forgot 

«« Amidft the charms of a fequefter’d fpot, 
« Or recolleéted only to gild o'er 
« And add a {mile to what was {weet before,. 

«« He may poffefs the joys he thinks he fees, 
“ Lay his old age upon the lap of eafe, 
‘* Improve the remnant of his wafted fpan, 

« And, having liv’d a trifler, die a MAN.” 

Iv is under the peaceful fhades of 
SorirupeE that the mind regenerates 

and acquires frefh force; it is there 
alone that the happy can enjoy the ful- 

nefg of felicity, or the miferable forget 
their woe; it is there that the bofom 

of fenfibility experiences its moft deli- 
cious emotions ; it is there that creative 

Gentus frees itfelf from the thraldom 

of fociety, and furrenders itfelf to the 

as impetuous
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impetuous rays of an ardent imagina- 
tion. To this defired goal all our ideas 
and defires perpetually tend. ** There 

“is,” fays Dr. Jounson, “ fcarcely 

“any writer who has not celebrated 

“the happinefs of rural privacy, and 

“ delighted himfelf and his readers 

“with the melody of birds, the whif- 

* per of groves, and the murmurs of 

“rivulets; mor any man eminent for 

“extent of capacity, or greatnefs of 

“ exploits, that has not left behind him 

“fome memorials of lonely wifdom 

“and filent dignity.” 

Tue original Work, from which the 
following pages are felected, confitts of 
four large volumes, which have acquir- 
ed the univerfal approbation of the 
German Empire, and obtained the fuf- 
frages of an Empress celebrated for 
the fuperior brilliancy of her mind, and 
who has fignified her approbation in 
the moft flattering manner. 

்‌ Ox
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On the 26th of January, 1785, a 
|" Courier, difpatched by the Ruffian En- 
| voy at Hamburgh, prefented M. Zim- 

MERMAN with a fmall: cafket, in the 
name of Her Majefty raz Empress 

or Russta. The cafket contained a 

ring fet round with diamonds of an ex- 

traordinary fize and luftre; and a gold 

medal, bearing on one fide the portrait 

of the Emprefs, and on the other the 

date of the happy reformation of the 

Ruffian Empire. This prefent the 

Emprefs accompanied with a letter, 

written in her own hand, containing 

thefe remarkable words:—« To M. 

« ZIMMERMAN, Counfellor of State 

«and Phyfician to his Britannic Ma- 

« jefty, to thank him for the excellent 

« precepts he has given to mankind in 
«his Treatife upon SoLirupE.”



 



THE LIFE 

ZIMMERMAN. 

  

Joun Gerorce ZIMMERMAN, the author 
of the following treatifé on Sonitupe, which 

we now prefent to Tue Pustic in a more 

correct and {plendid form, was born, on the 

eighth day of December 1728, at Bruce, 

a {mall town fituated on the borders of the 

river Aar, near the caftles of Winprcw and 

ALTEMBERG, in the canton of Berne, about 

feventeen miles to the north-welt of the city 
of Zuricn in SwissERLAND. 

His father Joun Zimmerman, whofe 

anceftors had, for a feries of years, deferved- 

ly obtained the applaufe and admiration of 
their
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their fellow citizens, by their perfonal me- 
rits and patriotic exertions for the interefts 
of the Republic, was eminently diftinguifhed 
as an able and eloquent member of the Pro- 
vincial Council. His mother, who was 

equally refpected and beloved for her good 
fenfe, eafy. manners, and modeft virtues, was 

the daughter of the celebrated Pacuz, who 
refided at a beautiful villa near Morcgs in 
the fame canton, and whofe extraordinary 
learning and great abilities had contributed 
to advance him toa feat in the parliament 
of Paris, 

Tue father of Zimmerman, anxious for 
the future eminence of his fon as a fcholar, 
undertook the arduous tafk of fuperintending 
his education, and, by the affiftance of the 
80158 preceptors that could be procured, 
inftraéted him in the rudiments of all the 
ufeful and ornamental fciences until he had 
attained the age of fourteen years, when he 
fent him to the Univerfity of Berne, where, 
under Kircuprrcer, the Hiftorian, and 
profeffor of Rhetoric, and AttMan, the ce- 

lebrated 

க
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lebrated Greek profeffor, he ftudied, for 

_ three years, Philology and the Belles Lettres, 

with unremitting affiduity and attention. 
Scareely, however, had he entered on his 

courfe of ftudy when his induftry was for a 
while interrupted by the fudden death of his 
affectionate father; a misfortune which be- 

reaved him of his ableft inftruétor, and tore 

his heart with the fevereft affli€tion; but as 

time foftened his filial forrows, he renewed his 

fludies with unceafing diligence and ardour. 

Tue various and frequently complicated 
fyftems of Philofophy which have been from 
time to time introduced into the world, ex- 

cited his curiofity and ftimulated his induftry; 
and, to render himfelfa perfect matter of this 

extenfive branch of learning. he placed him- 
felf under the tuition of Brunner, one of 

the moft zealous difciples of the Baron DE 
Woxr ; but the profeffor, unfortunately, was 

only fkilled in the metaphyfical doétrines of 
his great mafter; and, inftead of leading the 
mind of his pupil into the broad and flowery 
paths of real ethics, he bewildered him in 

the
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the dark and thorny mazes of vain and ufe- 

Jefs learning, until M. Trisotet, and Jo 

Sraprer, two minifters of the gofpel, equal- 
ly renowned for exalted piety, ardent genius, 
and extenfive knowledge, happily extricated 
him from this dangerous labyrinth, “and 

taught him, as he frequently afterwards ac- 
knowledged with the warmeft gratitude, the 
found doétrines of true philofophy. 

Havine pafied nearly five years at the 
Univerfity, he began to think of applying 

the ftores of information he had acquired to 
the purpofes of active life, and, with a view 

of confulting his mother refpecting the pro- 

feffion he fhould choofe, he vifited, to- 

wards the end of the year 1746, his maternal 

relations at Morces, where fhe then refided ; 

but, alas ! the kind affiftance which he fond- 
ly hoped to derive upon this important fub- 
ject from her judgment and opinion, death 
had rendered it impoffible for him to obtain. 7 

Diftreffing however as this unexpected event — 

was at fuch a juncture, it afforded him the = 
advantage of following more freely his own 

unbiaffed 
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