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ADVERTYSEMENT
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EIGHTH EDITION.

DURING the interval Whmb has elapsed since the pub-
lication of the last edition of this work, the progress of
Chemistry, though not distinguished by essential changes in
the general principles of the science, has nevertheless been
marked, not only by beneficial applications of thoge principles
to the useful arts, but by the discovery of a great number of
important facts, and of some new and interesting bodies.
Among practical mventlons, the Safety Lamp of Sir Hum-
phry Davy stands pre-eminent, as a contribution from science
to the interests of humanity, not resulting from accident, but
suggested by general reasoning, and perfected by an admirable
train of philosophical induction. —To our knowledge of indi-
vidual bodies has been added that of a new alkali, a new
earth, and two new metals; of a gas which, like chlorine,
becomes acidified by union with hydrogen; of new acids,
composed of oxygen in combination with chlorine, with ni-
trogen, and with phosphorus; and of compounds, before un-
discovered, derived from the vegetable and animal kingdoms.
In a variety of instances, the properties of bodies, that had
been long known, have been befter ascertatned, and more
extensively investigated. Such additional evidence, too, of
the nature of chlorine has arisen out of the further contro-
versy respecting it, as to have satisfied me of the propriety of
a change in its classification. It has been necessary, there-
fore, again to revise the whole work with the greatest care; to




e

o, . £

vi 2 . ADVERTISEMENT.

make considerable addltlons to many of the sections; and to
introduce a few entirely new ones. In a chapter of A:)DENDQ,
also, at the close of the second volume, the history of disco= 1
veries will be found contmued to the latest period which the

" publication would admit. < To gain Toom for these i improve-
ments, without much enlarging the bulk of the volumes, I have
rejected every thing which recent experience has corrected or
rendered doubtful.

Though no pains have been spared to render the work a
faithful abstract of the present state of Chemistry, yet it is
not improbable that errors and omissions may still be disco-
vered in it. In 1ect1fy1ng these, I hope to be assisted by a
continuance of those candid criticisms, both through public
and private channels of communication, to which I have al-
ready been greatly indebted.

Manchester,
Oct. 1818.
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