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OF SALTS IN GENERAL

Tatroductory Obseroations.—Definition of Salts—Salts simple and
compound~—IVhat are ealled simple Sults are in reality compourd
' Bodies.—Oxygenous Principle.

i HE earth which we inhabit, though presenting
to our senses an almost infinite variety of ob-
jects, is yet composed, as wds already intimated™,
« of but few simple materials. It is the most pleas-
‘ing occupation of the philosopher, to pursue the
Proteus nature through her various and astonish-
ing transformations: to develope those intricate
combinations, which conceal from the eyes of com~
mon ebservers the elementar y principles of things;
to anatomize matter; and even to explain, as far
< as we are able, the process by which substances,
app'uently contrary to'each other'in their general
properties, become united, and form new bodies i
differing again in their most essential qualities from -
those of which they are:composed. :
In pursuidy this really int erestmcr _inquiry,. the
" plainest and the vcl irest .uetnod that presents 1tc=1f

* See book'f" chap 27 of elcmenmr» s“Lstdnc_
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