





GENERAL INTRODUCTION

TO

THE BIBLE

NHE BIBLE is the only authentick source, from whi ive i i
’,I VHLE - ] y al which we can derive instruct ing ]
: Bibﬁf’ri?l::; %;pqnsa_%mni o kGod 1':; !E!]lankind, and the duties required of men bl}rrl St!:;i Eiaiﬁ’p’ce?ﬁﬂgwﬁliﬁ :
S ally signifies book ; and the word ¢ Scriptures,” writings: but the : : |
eminence and distinction, applied exclusively to t]?ose sacred c;gmpos‘itious S‘:vl‘fiz?ld Sc:rffa?r? ‘:1'11:) 3;6::::3:]0(5
: w;lfl of God. The words ¢ Scriptures’ and ¢ Scripture” occur in this sense in the Guospels, Acts, and E istlees- ‘
whence it is ev1_dent, that, in the time of our Saviour, they denoted the books receive& b tl’le Jewc? as 'thé
rule of their faith. To these books have been added the writings of the Apostles and E)\rfangelistsk which
;:gm[get? t?l’? cgllelcétlofr_l of books, acknowledged by Christians to be divinely inspired. The B’ihle, or
St? Cl&; sc;sm?n : ook of books, was used in its present sense by the early Christians, as we learn from

The Bible is divided into two parts, the Old and the New T ;
ipans 1 ) ) estament. The Apostle St. P E
iii. 6 and 14, calls:,the d:spensa@m_n of _Mpses ¢« the Old Testament,” and theldisp}:r)lia&on c'fE'l Elﬁi‘;tg“ctc{:e
New Testament ;" and these distinguishing appellations were applied by the early ecclesiastical authors to
the writings which contain these dispensations. The Greek word, translated ¢ testament,’ occurs in Scrip-
ture both in the sense (_)f a testament or will, and in that of a covenant, Heb. ix. 16; Gal. ii. 15. It
seems less properly applied to the ancient Scriptures in the former sense, since the death of Moses had no
concern whatever in the establishment or efficacy of the Jewish religion ; but, in the latter sense, if very
properly signifies the covenant between God and His chosen people. The same word, when applied in
the sense of a testament to the books which contain the Christian dispensation, may refer to the death
of Christ, which forms an essential part of His religion ; but even in this case it would perhaps have been
better translated by the word ¢ covenant,” as referring to the conditions on which God is pleased to offer
salvation to Hls sinful creatures, through the mediation of His only Son, Jesus Christ. Bp. Tomline.

; Thl? books of the Old Testament were originally written in Hebrew, those of the New Testament in
reek. ; A :

The Principal‘translation of the Old Testament into the Greek language, is that which is called the
Septuagint. This name is derived from the Latin word Septuaginta, Seventy, the version being related to
have been made by seventy or seventy-two interpreters. It is recorded that, about the year Before Christ
277, Ptolemy Philadelphus, being intent on forming a great library at Alexandria in Egypt, sent to Eleazar
the high priest of the Jews, to request a copy of the law of Moses; and, as he was ignorant of the Hebrew
tongue, he further desired that some men of sufficient capacity might be sent to translate it into Greek. '
The messengers, who went upon this errand, and carried with them many rich presents for the temple,
were received with great honour and respect, both by the high priest, and all the people ; and having re-

ceived a copy of the Law of Moses, and six elders having been assigned out of each tribe (seventy-two in
all) to translate it, returned to Alexandria. Upon their arrival, the elders betook themselves to the work,
into Greek. Whatever may

and first translated the Pentateuch, afterwards the rest of the Old Testament,

be thought of the truth of this story, it is certain that the translation, called the Septuagint, was held in
esteem and veneration almost equal to the original, and was not only used by the Jews in their dispersion
through the Grecian cities, but approved by the great Sanhedrim at Jerusalem, and quoted and referred
to by our blessed Saviour and His Apostles. :

" The Latin translations of the Bible were, in early times, extremely numerous, but they were chiefly
made from the Septuagint, and not from the original Hebrew, until St. Jerome, who was well versed in
the Hebrew language, observing the errours of the many Latin translations, and their frequent dis-
agreement with the original, undertook an entirely new translation, and with great care and exactness
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in the fyear 1584, he published at Antwerp a translation of the Pfophecies of Jeremiah, and of the Psalms,
and of the Song of Moses. : -

In the year 1535, Miles Coverdale published in folio the first English translation of the whole Bible,
and dedicated it to King Henry the Righth. It was probably printed at Zurich ; and though it passed
under the name of Coverdale only, it is generally supposed that great part of the work was performed by
Tyndal, before he was imprisoned, and that his name was not mentioned becanse'he was then under con.
finement. ; -

Those, who were adverse to any translation of the Seriptures,
complained of the inaccuracy of Wickliff’s and Tyndal’

use of them: but, on the other hand, it was contended by the friends of the Reformation, that, if these
translations were erroneous, care should be taken to publish one more faithful. In the year 1535, Cran-
mer, who had been advanced to the see of Canterbury two years before, and whose endeavours to pro-
mote the cause of the Reformation were unremitted, had sufficient interest to ‘procure a petition from both
houses of convocation to the King, requesting that he would allow a new translation of the Seriptures to
be made. Henry consented ; and Cranmer, dividing an old English translation of the New Testament
into nine or ten parts, distributed them among the most learned bishops and others, requiring that they
should return their respective portions, corrected and amended, by a certain day. Every one sent his part -
at the time appointed, except Stokesly, Bishop of London, and his positive refusal to have any concern
in the business seems to have put.a stop to the work for the present. However, early in the year 1536,

: ,'%rd Cromwell, Keeper of the Privy Seal, and the King’s Vicar-general, and Vicegerent in Ecclesiastical
Matters, published injunctions to the clergy, by the King’s authority, of which the seventh was, that
every parson or proprietary of any parish church within the realm, before August the first, should provide
a book of the whole Bible, both in Latin, and also in English, and lay it in the choir, for every man.thab
would to ook and read therein ; and should discourage no man from reading any part of the Bible, either
in Latin or English, but rather comfort, exhort, and admonish every man to read it as the very word of
God, and the spiritual food of man’s soul.” ?

In the year 1P537, a folio edition of the Bible wasbprilitec]l bg Gralfit‘on imld Whétcclmmh(i ?t H?mbiir%_h or
at Paris, more probably at Hamburgh: it varied but little from Tyndal’s and Coverdale’s translation ;
and the few emgndatior}l,s and additio%as it contained were supplied by John Rogers, who superintended the

« publication, and assumed the name of Matthews: hence this is always called Matthews’s Bible. A copy
of this book was presented by Cranmer to Lord Cromwell, with a request that he would obtain th‘e K‘mg j
permissiorll for t{le free uts‘ecof it arﬁnong his subjects; and it appears that the royal licence was grante

igh the application of Cromwell. s :

thrIC;: %he yearplpss& an injunction was published by the Vicar-general, ¢ ordering the clergy to provide,
before a certain festival, one book of the whole Bible of the largest volume in English, and tc; set it up 13
some convenient place within their churches, where their parishioners might most commodiously resort an
read it ;” and in the same yeara royal declaration was also published, which the curates were commanded
to read in their several churches, informing the people, ¢ that it had pleased the King’s Majesty to Perm};;:
and command the Bible, being translated into their mother tongue, to be sincerely tat::ght by th‘ig, al? ;
to be openly laid forth in every parish church.” ¢ It was wonderful, Sﬁ)’s btl:{xpe;veréoni?‘.z;fovev:s f:f
joy this book of God was received, not only among the more learned, and those who w oigllave

i : ) all the common people, and with what greediness
the Reformation, bug geng.l allhy ta,ll ovetrt]}i;ngla&g; at?‘:;l]eg places appointed for reading it. Every one, that

2 y read, and what resort there w the places a He
S)(L):llde: .gglllgh‘:ishe book, and busily read it, or heard it read ; and many elderly persons learned to read OE‘
e’ : O ; s ? i 5 ‘ . ; 4

I.)uﬂ)xoi538,‘ Grafton obtained leave from Francis the Tirst, king Og France, ﬁ;?:ﬁ%ft};lﬁe 1‘22?‘]1(6;23;?1;5{
Henry the Eighth, to print an English Bible at.Pam-s,: on account of t :l SEg :5; Sl A e,
the comparative goodness and cheapness of' the paper.. But this roy: 'l:'%eml TRl e
quisitors from, summoning before them the French _n“.ti‘.'f{ t(l;f?Q-ESr(')gO ﬁop?:;’f’v?g's S e sl ol el
superintended the work; and the whole imp ressmfl,_-cqllsf 11 o ’ﬁﬂ;\ roprietors of this undertaking found
to the flames. Some few copies only were saved; but the %nﬁntersp P :
means to Capry, Aty it i Longlon“tht_%- pégsses' It.y?:?isélf ntiis Bible 'in-Iarge f'olio, under the direction of

In 1539, Grafjoni and Wiitsh gl pers oo 8 qo‘me er rovement of Matthews’s translation ; fhis is
Coverdale and patronage of Cranmer, containing some hP . Ch5 obtained leaveto puint

ral he Great Bible, and it is supposed to be the same 1 hl% 2 : i i =
generally called the 1 oditions of it, and particularly one in 1540, for which Cranmer wrote a pre
at Paris. There were seyer oo e had anl read of the lay and vulgar people > hence this edition
gi‘cf.:j:}(;ei‘;?;ﬁieﬁ]—%r:nﬁls;g:u];?ﬁiwh tl?is year the curates and parishioners of every parish were required,

not daring openly to avow their principles,
s translations ; and on that ground objected to the

&
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by royal proclamation, to provide themselves with the Bible qf the largest size, before the feast of Al
Saints, under a penalty of forty shillings a month; and all ordinaries were charged to see that this pro-
clamation was obeyed. A brief or declaration was published to the same effect in the year 1541 ; but .
after that time the influence of the popish party increased bpth in parliament .and -_w1th the King, and
Cranmer’s exertions were frustrated by the opposition of Gardiner and other popish bishops. In the year
1542, it was enacted by the authority of parliament, ¢ That all manner of books of the Old and New
Testament, of the crafty, false, and untrue translation of_Tyndal. be forthwith .?boh?hed, and forbidden
to be used and kept ; and also that all other Bibles, not being of Tyndal’s translation, in which were found
any preambles or annotations, other than the quotations or summary of the chapters, should be purged of
the said preambles or annotations, either by cutting them out, or blotting them in such wise that they
might not be perceived or read; and, finally, that the Bible _be not read openly, in any church, but b): ‘the
Jeave of the King, or of the ordinary of the place ; nor pnvatel_ by any women, artii'icers, apprentices,
j'ourney.men, husbandmen, labourers, or by any of the servants of yeomen or under ;”* but, th_l:oggh--the
interest of Cranmer, a clause was inserted, allowing, ¢ that every mobleman and gentleman might have
the Bible read in their houses, and that noble ladies, gentlewomen, and merf:hants, might read it them-
selves, but no man or woman under those degrees ;™ .which was all the Arf:l}blshop could obtal'n. In the
“same year Cranmer proposed in convocation, that there should be a revision of the translations of the
Bible ; but so many difficulties were started by Gardiner, and the proposal was so feebly supported by the
other bishops, that he was unable to accomplish his object, and desisted from the attempt. In the yea
1546, the last of his reign, Henry issued a proclamation, prohibiting the ha.ymg and reading of Wickliff’s,
Tyndal’s, and Coverdale’s translations, and forbidding the use of any other not allowed by parliament.

Though in the reign of Edward the Sixth the reading of the Scriptures was encouraged by royal pro-
clamations, acts of parliament, and by all other means, and there were many impressions of the English
Bible, it does not appear that there was any new translation of the Bible, or even any considerable correc-

tion of the old ones, during the seven years and an half that e:_:ceﬂent prince sat upon the throne; but it .
was ordered, that the Epistles and Gospels, and the Lessons, both from the Old and New Testament,
should be read in English in the churches, in the manner they now are. - oS

The terrours of persecution, in the reign of Queen Mary, drove many of our principal Reformers out of
the kingdom ; several went to Geneva, and there employed themselves in making a new translation of the
Bible. The New Testament was published in 1557, and the remainder of the work in 1560. Thisis + /|
called the Geneva Bible. It was accompanied with annotations, which were, as might be expected from
the place where they were written, of a Calvinistical cast; and therefore this translation was held in high

‘esteem by the Puritans. a ; ' .

Soon after the accession of Queen Elizabeth, a new translation of the Bible was undertaken by royal
command, and under the direction of Archbishop Parker. Distinct portions, fifteen at least, were allotted
to as many persons, eminent for their learning and abilities; they all performed the work assigned to
them, and the whole was afterwards revised with great care by other criticks. This translation was pub-
lished in 1568, with a preface written by the Archbishop; and it is generally called the Bishops® Bible,
because eight of the persons originally concerned in it were bisheps. = '

Since the Protestants had now made translations of the Bible into the languages of several countries, that
the people might read the Holy Scriptures, the Romanists also, finding it impossible to keep the Bible out.
of the hands of the common people, made new translations into most of the languages of Europe, to op-
pose those of the hereticks, (as they termed them,) and to keep the faithful (as they called those of their
own communion) from reading translations made by Protestants. But there is this difference of principle
in translations made by Papists and those made by Protestants, that the Papists have translated from the
Latin Vulgate, as deeming it better, not only than all other Latin translations, but than the Greek of the
New Testament itself, in those places where they disagree; whereas the Protestants, in their translations
of the Holy Bible, have always had recourse to the A%mal Greek and Hebrew. Thus, when the Papists
could not altogether suppress the kngwledgg;pfxthe oly Seriptures, whereby their errours are discovered,
they thought it the next way for their purpose, by their partial translation, as much as they' could, to ob-
scure them, and by their heretical annotations to pervert them. Hence, in the year 1582, came forth the
Rhemish translation of the New Testament into English, in which the Papists retained many Eastern,
Greek, and Latin words, and introduced so many difficnlt expressions, that they contrived to render T

unintelligible to the common people. A translation of the Old Testament was afterwards published by
thim ta}:::: Dou?f, in tw}c: Ygluin_ﬁ:? _the fgémer in 16295‘ the latter in 1610. : P
n the conference held at Hampton Court in 1603, hefc 2 L

sl snd Parians Dr. Reynolsthe speaker of the ks, Seute b Moy ot o oo b

ation of the Bible might be made, alleging that those which had been allowed in former reigns were-jn-

Ll
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correct. Accordingly, his Majesty formed the resolution of causine ; |
to be made, and commissiongd forythat purpose fifty-four of the 111:51:)2? l:ar:renzrdalrilctlenn}?lr?h%lglflil\}eﬁ'rsai?izl: t;gg
other places. At the same time, he required the b1_shops to inform themselves of all learned men within
their several dioceses, who had acquired especial skill in the Hebrew and Greek tongues, and had taken
pains in their private studies of the Scriptures, for the clearing up of obscurities eithgr in the Hebr
the Greek, (t)r f;)r 'thebcorrecé’gion of aily mistakes in the former English translations, and to charge th:x 2;
communicate their observations to the persons employed, that i i i
help and furtherance of all the principa%leamed II!I:EII:);D the kinsgdigis.mtended e Inie the
Before the work was begun, seven of the persons nominated for it either were dead or declined to en-
gage in the task, The remaining forty-seven were ranged under six divisions, and several parcels of the
Bible were assigned to them, according to the several places where they were to meet, confer, and consult -
together. ILvery one of the company was to translate the whole parcel; then they were eacl’l to compar:
their translations together, and when any company had finished their I;art, they were to commuflicafe ii
to the other companies, that so nothing might pass without general consent. If any company, upon the
review of the book so sent, doubted or differed upon any place, they were to note the Plac?a’ aII:d send
back the reasons for their disagreement. If they happened to differ about the amendn:xentgl the’diﬁ'ereﬁce
was to be referred to a general committee, consisting of the chief persons of each company’ at the end of
the work. When any passage was found remarkably obscure, letters were to be directed b’y authority to
. any learned persons in the land for their judgment thereupon. t
The names of the persons, and places where they met, together with the portions of Scripture assigned
to each company, were as follows : 5
1st, Dr. Lancelot Andrewes, first Fellow, then Master, of Pembroke Hall in Ca.mbridge at this time
Dean of Westminster, afterwards Bishop of Ely, then of Winchester. 2dly, Dr. John Ove;all, Fellow of
Trinity College, Master of Catharine Hall in Cambridge, at this time Dean of St. Paul’s, afterwards
Bishop, first of Coventry and Litchfield, then of Norwich, 3dly, Dr. Adrian Saravia, a native of Artois
who cast himself upon the protection of the Church of England, and was preferred to Prebends of Can.
terbury and Westminster. 4thly, Dr. Layfield, Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, Rector of St. Cle-
ment’s Danes; as he was skilled in architécture, his judgment was much relied upon for the fabrick of the
tabernacle and temple. 5th, Dr. Clerk, Fellow of Christ College in Cambridge, Preacher in Canterbury.
6th, Dr. Leigh, Archdeacon of Middlesex, Rector of Allhallows, Barking. 7th, Dr. Burgley. 8th, I\H
King. 9th, Mr. Thomson. 10th, Mr. Bedwell, sometime Fellow of St. John’s College, Cambridge, and
Vicar of Tottenham. These ten met at Westminster, and to them were assigned the Pentateuch, and the
history from Joshua to the first book of Chronicles exclusively.
2d, To meet at Cambridge, were chosen eight ; namely, 1st, Mr. Lively, the King’s Hebrew Reader
in Cambridge. 2d, Mr. John Richardson, Fellow of Emanuel College, afterwards Doctor in Divinity,
Master, first of Peterhouse, then of Trinity College. 3d, Mr. Chadderton, afterwards Doctor in Divi-
nity, first Fellow of Christ College, then Master of Emanuel College. 4th, Mr. Dillingham, Fellow of
Christ College. 5th, Mr. Andrews, afterwards Doctor of Divinity, and Master of Jesus College. 6th,
Mr. Harrison, Vice-master of Trinity College. 7th, Mr. Spalding, Fellow of St. John’s, and Hebrew
Reader in that College. 8th, Mr. Bing, Fellow of Peterhouse, and Hebrew Reader therein. To these
were allotted the books from the first of the Chronicles, with the rest of the history; and the Hagiogra-
pha, namely, Job, Psalms, Proverbs, Canticles, Ecclesiastes. :
3d, To meet at Oxford were chosen seven; namely, 1st, Dr. John Harding, President of Magdé.lf_:n
College. 2d, Dr. John Reynolds, President of Corpus Christi.College, who died soon after engaging in
the work. 3d, Dr. Thomas Holland, Rector of Exeter College, and the King’s Professor of Divinity.
4th, Dr. Richard Kilby, Rector of Lincoln College, and Hebrew Professor. 5th, Mr. Miles Smith, after-
*wards Doctor in Divinity, and Bishop of Gloucester. He wrote the Preface to the translation, and was
one of the revisers of the whole work, when finished. 6th, Dr. Richard Brett, Rector of Quzuqton in
Buckinghamshire. 7th, Mr. Fairclowe. These had for their task the four greater Prophets, with the
Lamentations, and the twelve lesser Prophets. s s
4th, For the Prayer of Manasseh and the rest of the Apocrypha, seven were appointed at Cambridge,
ist, Dr. Duport, Prebendary of Ely, and Master of Jesus College. 2d, Dr. Brainthwaite, first Fellow of
Emanuel, then Master of Gonvil and Caius College. 3d, Dr. Rad_chﬂ'e, Fellow of Trinity College. : 4ith,
Mr. Ward of Emanuel, afterwards Doctor in Divinity, Master of Sidney College, and Margaret Professoi-.
5th, Mr. Downs, Fellow of St. John’s College, and Greek ‘Professor._ Gth, Mr. Boyse, Fellow of St. John’s
College, Prebendary of Ely, and Rector of Boxworth in Cambridgeshire. 7th, Mr. Ward, Fellow of
King’s College, afterwards Doctor in Divinity, Prebendary of Chichester, and Rector of Bishop Waltham

in Hampshire, b
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5th, For the New Testament, the four Gospels; the Acts, and Revelations, were assigned to eight at
Oxford ; namely, 1st, Dr. Thomas Ravis, Dean of Christ Church, afterwards Bishop of London. 2d,
Dr. George Abbot, Master of University College, afterwards Archbishop of Canterbury. 3d, Dr. Eedes.
4th, Mr. Tomson, afterwards Bishop of Gloucester. &th, Mr. Savil. Gth, Dr. Perin, Canon of Christ
Church. f7th, Dr. Ravens. 8th, Mr. Harmer.

6th, The Epistles of Bt. Paul, and the other Canonical Epistles, were assigned to seven at West-
minster ; namely, 1st, Dr. William Barlow, of Trinity Hall in Cambridge, Dean of Chester, afterwards
Bishop of Lincoln. 2d, Dr. Hutchenson. 3d, Dr. Spenser. 4th, Mr. Fenton. 5th, Mr. Rabbet.
6th, Mr. Sanderson. 7th, Mr. Dakins.

The work was begun in the spring of 1607, and prosecuted with all due care and deliberation. It was

- about three years before it was finished. Two persons selected from the Cambridge translators, two from
those at Oxford, and two from those at Westminster, then met at Stationers’ Hall, and read ever and
corrected the whole. After long expectation and great desire of the nation, this translation came forth,
in the year 1611, the divines employed having taken the greatest pains in conducting the work, not only
examining translations with the original, which was absolutely necessary, but also comparing together all
the existing translations in the Italian, Spanish, French, and other languages.

* This is the translation of the Holy Scriptures now in common use amongst us; and since that time
there has been no authorized version of any part of the sacred volume. The excellency of it is such as
might be expected from the judicious care with which it was conducted, and the joint labours of the many
distinguished men employed upon it. It is, says Dr. Gray, a most wonderful and incomparable work,
equally remarkable for the general fidelity of its construction, and the magnificent simplicity of its lan-

uage.

g I%appy has our English nation been, since God has given us learned translators, to express in our mo-
ther tongue the heavenly mysteries of His holy Word, delivered to His Chureh inthe Hebrew and Greek

languages; who, although they may have been deceived and mistaken, as men, in some matters of no

importance to salvation, yet have faithfully delivered the whole substance of the heavenly doctrine, con-

tained in the Holy Scriptures, without any heretical translations, or wilful corruptions. With what reve-

rence, joy, and gladness then, ought we. to receive this blessing! Let us read the Secriptures with a mo-

dest, humble, and teachable disposition, with a willingness to embrace all truths which are plainly delivered

there, how contrary soever to our own opinions and prejudices, and in matters of difficulty readily hearken

to the judgment of our teachers, and those that are set over us in the Lord; and cheek every presump-

tuous thought or reasoning which exalts itself against any of those mysterious truths therein revealed.

If we thus search after the truth in the love of it, we shall not miss of finding that knowledge, which will

< make us wise unto salvation, through faith which is in Christ Jesus.”” Bp. Lomiine, Stackhouse, Johnson’s

History of English Translations of the Bible.

The division of the Holy Scriptures into chapters and verses, as we now have them, is not of very an-
cient date. About the year of our Lord 1240, Hugo de Sancto Caro, commonly called Cardinal Hugo,
making an index or concordance to the Latin Bible, found it necessary to divide it into the parts which
we call chapters ; and further divided each chapter into sections, by placing the letters of the alphabet at
certain distances in the margin. The subdivision into verses came’ afterwards from the Jews ; for, about
the year 1430, Rabbi Nathan, an eminent Jew, publishing a concordance to the Hebrew Bible, adopted
the division into chapters made by Cardinal Hugo, and divided the chapters by affixing numeral letters in

the margin. About one hundred years after this, Vatablus, a Frenchman and eminent Hebrew scholar,
taking his pattern from him, published a Latin Bible with chapters and verses, numbered with ﬁcrures'-,
and this example has been followed in all subsequent editions, in all languages, published in the \\?esterr;
parts of Christendem. The present division of the New Testament into verses was made by Robert Ste-

phens, an eminent printer at Paris, who introduced it into hisedition of 1551, Dean Pridequs.

The Bible comprehends, in the grandest and most magnificent order, the various dis i -

to mankind from the forming of this earth to the consumgmatiou of all things. It bewingtivnistailtl&?es Ofogloc{l
work of mnatural religion, the creation of the universe by one holy and good and %ise Beino - %el ti 3
distinetly how all those parts of it, to which the heathens paid divine worship, were in truth the \rvozll'km f
God’s hands. It proceeds to the origin of the Patriarchal, Jewish, and Christian religion, the int-o

duction of sir: by the fall of our first parents, of which we experience the wretched effects ’It 0 =
to that amazing punishment of sin, the universal deiuge, proved to be as certain, as it was ;vonclgfef gn
the remaining traces of it throughout the globe. It then recites the second peopling of the worlzi ,thy
relapse of mankind into Wic}{e_dne§s, the choice of one family and people to preserve the knowled : 2’
God, and to be as a light shining in a dark place, for the benefit of all about them, that would turngtie?r
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eyes and feet to the way of peace. It lays before us the laws gi ; s ‘ o
tgl-y chiefly with regard to their moral an}é religious beh‘avioui,g;‘;ilndt\?re?ﬂslso%ei I:,Cl:i;:;ou‘nts 5]16‘“’.}!15—
of their most remarkable persons. It supplies us with admirable patterns of genuin at 3 o EE Is::;jons
most virtuous instructions for the prudent conduct of life in the book of P : 1];1 efpui}y s :ﬂj e
in that of Job, for thinking justly of wealth, honour, pleasure, science 'mﬁer IS,.or e?"r{‘l]‘g ictions
Prophetical books, it gives us, together with the sublimest and v Bcience in, Beclosfasten, S Hiep, e
: : £ est and worthiest ideas of God, and our duties to-

wards Him, the most affecting denunciations of that private and publick misery and rui \Chtsi
attend sin, whether cloaked by superstition or displayed in profaneness. And aﬁ ey Whlﬁ will ever
it unfolds a series of predictions, reaching from the beginning of the Old 'I"es:: i a.]llt ese things,
growing, from obscure and -general, continually clearer and more determinate conment' - flle ol
of a Divine Person on earth, for the recovery of fallen d fi 5 COROETINgG the Sppeange

o Y man, and for the revival and propagation of true
religion throughout the world. The books of the New Testament open to us the i i
design. 'The Gospels record His supernatural birth, His unspotted l:md exem Iarexfi%ungln- of this great
and gracious miracles, His pure and benevolent doctrine, His dying for our o encéys aﬁ:i i aStom.sh1f1‘1g
our justification ; His mission of fit persons endued with the gifYt;n of the Holy S iril’: to temll-?guagan'1 e
His own ascension into heaven, and sitting at the right hand of God, till He sgallpcome to _acdaa thnatmps,
and the dead. The Acts of the Apostles represent the wonderful success of their rez‘l]uhpe egmtﬁ
original foundation of the Catholick Church. The Epistles contain their admirable cIi) (ic . anl
a.ng lai};y; acrildtthﬁ R]evelation coAncludes with foretelling the state of Christianit prir[lxli‘fi(\:rémcllsegrfe:;tgg
and reformed, to the last ages. rander, a m i : o i
Yhon this, CaRnatp5Hbly I%e conceigv o ore comprehensive, and more useful scheme of mstructhll

hI_n hr?admghthelHoly Scriptures, our business is to apply to those parts first, and to dwell on them most,
which have the closest connexion with our future happiness. As right practice is the end of faith, the
ERSSl e of i e ool st Pl il Sl e
Wi shall indeed 6 well, besiass occa.sionall:]ue Yy aiinin FoCTa {5E i “government, as well as justice and mercy.
g e will, L y re g particular chapters, to peruse both Testaments in
r: only advisable to go oftenest through the New, as exhibiting more fully what we
are to believe and to do, and without such a mixture, as there is in the Old, of things belonging solely
to the former dispensation. But the regularity of this course ought not to hinder us from selecting
chiefly, and perusing most frequently, those parts of both, which place before us, in the most influencin
manner, the common doctrines, and common duties, of our holy profession. Still, even in respect of thes%
arts of Scripture, and much more therefore of other parts, it is requisite that we proceed with some
judgment and care; that we make use of the same rules for understanding our Bibles, which we do for
understanding other books, and such also, as the peculiar nature of this book points out ; that we never
interpret any text in a sense contrary to the dictates of reason, or to other texts more clear or more nu-
merous, or to the visible design and drift of the whole passage; that we always keep in view what goes
before and what follows after ; for the connexion is often very strong, where it s not extremely obvious ;
that we suppose not every verse to be a separate sentence of itself, nor every chapter to have a separate
subject that begins and ends with it, for these divisions are entirely human, and sometimes not discreetly
made ; also that we apply the sayings of the holy penmen, only to the things of which they are treating,
not to others which perhaps were far from their thoughts, unless a just argument can be drawn from the
former to the latter. We should also be careful to take both single words, and phrases comprehending
several, not always in the meaning which they bear in our daily conversation, but in such as other places
of Scripture require or permit; understanding them literally where we can, but figuratively where we
must. Again, we should make such abatements from strong expressions, such restrictions and exceptions
to general expressions, and such allowances for the whole manner of speaking, as we perceive the nature
of the thing, together with the usage and custom of the sacred writers, demands. Without such equity
as this, a large prc;}?ortion of the compositions which appear in the world would be made to abound with
absurdities ; and, if the Bible needs it more than later books of mearer countries, it also deserves it in-
finitely better, and it would be both perverse and impious to refuse it. These easy cautions will enable
persons of almost the lowest capacity and improvements, who either can read Scripture, or have the
means of hearing it read, to acquire so competent a knowledge of what is most needful to be known, as
will fully justify the Psalmist’s encomium, that ¢ the testimony of the Lord is sure, making wise the
simple.” :

El:ren the learned do not act with humility and prudence, and much less do the unlearned, if in reading
the Holy Scriptures they rely wholly on their own judgment unassisted. For God hath made the help of
others extremely necessary to our understanding of His word, as well as His works. Men of great abi-
Jities and attainments, by trusting to themselves, ha.vetz, involved themselves in errour: and men of no
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other advntages, than a teachable disposition, have arrived at a most beneficial acquaintance with reli-
gious truths. For God * hides things from the wise and prudent” in their oW :opinion, which He
% reveals unto babes:” “resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.”” Nor let it be ima-
gined, that such must therefore depend altogether in every thing on the authority of their spiritual guides.
For as in matters of science, or common business, what a man doth not see of lnmse_lf,_he may have she“tn
to him by others, and then may see it as tfuly and fully, as if it had been his own original discovery : so in
matters of revelation, one who would otherwise have made small progress, or, it may be, committed great
mistakes, yet having the main articles of it methodically explained to him, in discourses on his Catechism,
and occasionally inculcated in Sermons, or in answers to the questions which he asks in pr1vat_e,- may l;y
comparing what he is thus taught, with what he reads in his Bible, come by degrees, not to bdliv'ellmp i-
citly, but to discern evidently, the genuine sense of its fundamental doctrines and precepts. In which case,
his faith rests no longer on the word of man, but on that of God, whether we can ansyer a]l-'the specious o%)ci
jections against it or not: which few people can do in any thing that they believe of any kind. We sh(?u
therefore conscientiously take all fit opportunities of learning instruction from those who are set apart t(:'»
giveit. For the priest’s lips are appointed to keep knowledge; and the people to seek the law at his mouth:
not with a blind submission to whatever he shall affirm, but with so much regard at least, as in other pro-
fessions the more ignorant pay to the more skilful.. Nor are we confined to respect only the sentiments
of the particular teachers, whom we statedly attend, but we ought to have much greater deference for the
general persuasion of Christ’s Church, particularly our own branch of it, and a proportionable one for
that of every knowing and good person; always entertaining some distrast of ourselves, when we differ
from these. The exercise of our best judgment, and a modest attention to that of others, are the

 joint means which our Maker hath instituted for the understanding of His will, natural and revealed.
They who use them uprightly, and they alone, may hope for pardon of their ignorance and errours. And,
were any one to continue so ignorant to the last, as to believe the truths contained in Holy Writ, only be-
cause those about him told him they were such; yet might he have the happiness of acquiring, even by
the means of this most implicit faith, dispositions of piety and virtue unattainable otherwise, and sufficient
to qualify him for eternal happiness.

It is to be acknowledged that many passages in the Bible are abstruse, and not easy to be understood.
Yet we are not to omit reading the abstruser texts, which have any appearance of relating to us; but should
follow the example of the blessed Virgin, who understood not several of our Saviour’s sayings, yet kept
them all in her heart. Were we only to learn humility thus, it would be enough ; but we shall come by
‘degrees to apprehend far more than we expected, if we diligently compare spiritual things with spiritual,
darker expressions with clearer, that are like or opposite to them; for contraries illustrate one another.
But, with whatever success we may increase our knowledge of Scripture, that alone is insufficient. We
must not think we have done with a passage as soon as we have understood it. If we had understood it
instantly, our principal work was to come yet; and they are strangely wrong, who apply so closely to
study difficult places, that they forget to make due reflections on the plain. The Word of God was
written to give us not merely a speculative apprehension, but an experimental sense and feeling, of holy
things, comfortable or terrifying as our spiritual state requires. Too many, alas, have no conception of
this efficacy in Scripture: and no wonder, for they have never seriously endeavoured to have any. But
let them try in earnest, and they will infallibly succeed, if they use proper means. We read of some, what
will be true of all in the same condition, that the Word did not profit them, not being mixed with faith,
God indeed can operate according to His own pleasure: but humanly speaking, persons will not be in-
fluenced by what they disbelieve ; and not much by what they believe but faintly. Nay, should they la-
bour to make the strongest impressions on their own souls, without applying to Him, whose gift saving
faith is, their efforts would be vain. But let any one jointly strive and pray for a deep conviction, that
the Bible is the appointed instrument of His religious proficiency : then let him read it, not as performing
a task; he knows not why, from which he had rather be excused; not to outshine others in readiness of
- quotation, or plausibility of interpreting, or oppositions of science falsely so called; not to furnish him.
self with weapons for debate and controversy, much less for uncharitableness and abuse ; but to amend
his inward state towards God : that, as the excellent Collect in our Liturgy directs, by patience in well
doing, and comfort in virtuous suffering, which we learn of Iis holy Word, we, may embrace and ever
hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life. Let him accordingly stop on fit accasions and think : What

- consolation doth this passage administer to me? What acknowledgements to Heaven doth this declaration
require from me? What fear for myself doth this threatening call for? What duty doth this precept or
pattern point out to me? Of what sin doth it convince me? Against what dangers doth it warn me? Is
my character and behaviour suitable to this command or exhortation, this description or good example ?
or do I sec myself here, under another’s name, reproved, condemned, stigmatized ? Have I acquired that
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- LIST OF THE MAPS AND PLATES IN THE FAMILY BIBLE,
With Directions to the Binder for placing them.

MAPS.

L The world as known to the ancients, shewing the dispersion and settling of
nations by the descendants of Noah, - - - - - -

IL.  Mesopotamia, &c. adapted to the histories of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, -

IIL. = The journeyings and encampments of the Israelites in the wilderness, - -

IV.  Canaan, illustrating the books of Joshua and Judges, - - - - -

V.  The dominions of David and Solomon, « - - - -

VI The kingdoms of Judah and Israel, I STy ety e S e E e

At the beginning of Genesis.

At Gen. xii. 1.

To face Exod. xiii. 1.

At Joshua i.

To face 1 Kings iv. 21—24.
At 1 Kings xii. 1.

VII. Palestine, illustrating the New Testament, - - - - - - - At the beginnfng of the New Testament.
VIII. The places mentioned in the Acts of the Apostles, illustrating St. Paul's travels, =~ At the beginning of the Acts.
* PLATES.

By whom Painted. outs
1 Adam and Eve driven out of Paradise, -~ =~ = = Raphael d' Urbino, Gen. iii. 24.
2 Abel murdered by his brother Cain, - - - - Vandermerf, iv. 8.
3 Noah’s sacrifice, - = - g - ~ el s Nicholas Poussin, viii. 20.
4 Abraham offering up Isaae, - - - - O = Theodore Rombouts, xxil. 9.
5 Joseph sold by his brethren, - = = = < . Silvio Manaigo, xxxvii, 28.
6 The finding of Moses, - - E - o - - N:.ckalas Pou.m_n, Exod. ii. 6.
7 The passage of the Redsea, = « o« = - - Nicholas Poussin, xiv. 27.
8 The striking of the rock, SEay R e D Sl L e Nicholas Poussin, xvii. 6.
9 The tabernacle of the wilderness, altar of burnt offerings, &. xxv. 10, &¢.

10 The table of shewbread, the altar of incense, &c.

11 The high-priest in his robes, - -

—— xxviii. 4.

12 The delivery of the Law, - - Ra{lmcl d’ Urbino, xxxiv. 29.

13 The brasen serpent, - = . Lebrun, Numb, xxi. 8.

14 Manoah’s sacrifice, e = = W. Hamillon, Judg. xiii. 19. 4
15 Samuel telling his vision to Eli; - J. 8. Copley, 1 Sam. iii. 18.

16 David with the head of Goliath, - Carlo Maratti, xvii, 54,

17 The judgment of Solomon, - - 4. Coypel, 1 Kings iii. 16.

18 Plan of the temple of Solomon, - vi.

19 The disobedient Prophet, - - J. Northeote, xiil. 28.

20 Elisha raising the Shunammite’s son,
21 The rebuilding of the temple, -

L — LTI R T R S T T T

Benjamin West,

2 Kings iv. 37.
Eazra 1ii. 12.

22 Immanuel, - =i LE Vandyle, Isaiah vii. 14.
23 The man of sorrows, - o = liii: 3.

24 Daniel interpreting the writing on the wall, Benjamin West, Daniel v. 25,

25 The messenger of Christ, - - Gudo, Malachi iii. 1.
26 Tobias anoints his father’s eyes, = Agostino Caracei, Tobit xi.

27 Heliodorus stricken in the temple, - Raphael, 2 Mac. iii. 25.

28 Jerusalem with the neighbouring country,
29 The murder of the innocents, -
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Nicholas Poussin,

At the beginning of the New Test.

2 Matt. ii. 16.
30 John the Baptist preaching in the wilderness, Salvator Rosa, Til. 25
81 Christ’s entry into Jerusalem, - - = Schiavoni, —— xxi. 7.
32 The crucifixion, - - - - - Lebrun, Xxvil. 50,
383 The angel declaring that the Lord is risen, Annibal Caracci, —— XxXviii. 6.
34 Young children brought to Christ, - < Benjamin West, Mark x. 13.
S5 lhalErepparsaiie W E R T Faphael, Xiv. 18.
36 Christ appearing to Mary Magdalene, - Raphael Mengs, xvi. 9. )
87 The salutation of Mary and Elizabeth, - Peter Mignard, Luke i, 41.
38 The adoration of the shepherds, - = Sir Joshua Reynolds, —ii. 16.
89 The miraculous draught of fishes, - - Raphael, —— v. 8.
40 Martha and Mary before Christ, = Le Sueur, ——x. 38,
41 The raising of Lazarus, 5 el = P. P. Rubens, —xi. 44,
42 Christ's agony in the garden, - - Coresgio, —— xxii, 41,

43 The women from Galilee weeping over the bori]-r of’ dllrist

44 Jesus with the two disciples at Emmaus,
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Anmbal Caracci,
Titian,

—— Xxiil, 55.

45 Christ discoursing with the woman of Samaria, T e Annibal Caracci, John ::,m;.r R

46 Christ at the pool of Bethesda, A e 7. Bestont, S

47 The woman taken in adultery, S A et e Agostino Caracei, i

48 The body of Christ taken from the cross, mig i g Daniel de Volterra, Yigilse

49 The Ascension, ' = o = 5 A = I = - Actai, 9' 2

50 St. Peter and St. John healing the lame man at the beautifi i
gate of the temple, - i il - AW _} Raphacl, — il 7.

51 Death of Ananias, Ao = ale e JErh S S ST Raphacl, el

52 Elymas the sorcerer struck blind, - - . . _ _ Raphacl, S

58 St. Paul and St. Barnabas at Lystra, SRy - = = Raphad, Sy

54 St. Paul preaching at Athens, © - . . _  _  _ Raphael, e

55 St. Paul shaking the viper from his hand, - - - - Sir James Thornhill, o 5

66 The institution of the Sacrament of the Lc:rd’s Supper, = - Carlo Dolee, 1 Cor. =i 85



INTRODUCTION

TO THE

OLD TESTAMENT.

e

THE _Old Testament contains thos‘e sacred books which were composed, previously to the birth of our Saviour, by the
cessive Prophets and msplred: writers, whom it pleased God to raise up from time to time, through a period ot? m"ére thjl.ue-
thousand years. 'Fhese books are written in Hebrew, and they are the only writings now extant in that language. The gﬁ
Testament, according to cur Bibi.es, consists of thirty-nine books ; but among the Jews they formed only tweutgy-.two whieh
was also the number of letters in their alphabet. They divided these twenty-two books finto three classes: the first cl:s
consisted of ﬁvt? books, namely, Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy, which they called th.e Law : the SES—
cond c]as-'s consisted of tlurtf:en_buoks, namely, Joshua, Judges and Ruth in one book, the two books of Samuel, of Ki.n'rs ‘and
of Cl)rot]acles! respectively, in single books, Ezra and Nehemiah in one book, Esther, Job, Isaial, the two books of Je%'é;niaﬁ
in_one, Ezekiel, Daniel, and the twelve Minor Prophets in one book; these thirteen books th’ey called the Prophets: the
third class consisted of the four remaining hooks, namely, Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, and the Song of Solon?on w.'hich
four books. ﬂ}e J:::v§ call‘Chetubi.m‘, _and the Greeks Hagiographa; this class was also called the Psalms from the namé of the
first boolk in it. This threefold d{wlswn was naturally suggested by the books themselves ; it was used merely for convenience,
and did not proceed from any opinion of difference in the authority of the books of the several classes. In like manner. th;
Minor Prophets were so called, from the brevity of their works, and not from any supposed inferiority to the other Prupl":ets
The books are not, in all instances, arranged in our Bibles according to the order of time in which they were written ; but the
book of Genesis was the earliest composition eontained in the sacred volume, except, as some think, the book of Job; and
the book of Malachi was certainly the latest book of the Old Testament. 2 i ¢ i

The five first books of the Bible, generally known by the name of the Pentateuch, are frequently cited both in the Old and the
New Testament under th‘e name of the Law. It appears from Deuteronomy, (ch. xxxi. 26,) that the book of the Law, that is,
the whole Pentateuch, written by the hand of Moses, was, by his command, deposited in the tabernacle, not long before h,is deathf
1t was kept there not only while the Israelites remained in the wilderness, but afterwards, when they were settled in the ]am!
of Canaan. To the same sanctuary were consigned, as they were successively produced, the other sacred books, which were
written before the building of the temple at Jerusalem. And when Solomon had finished the temple, he directed that these
books should be removed into it ; and also, that the future compositions of inspired men should be secured in the same holy
place. We may therefore conclude, that the respective works of Jonah, Amos, Hosea, Joel, Micah, Nahum, Zephaniah, Jere-
miah, Habakkul, and Obadiah, all of whom flourished before the Babylonian captivity, were regularly deposited in the temple.
Whether these manuseripts perished in the flames, when the temple was burnt by Nebuchadnezzar, we are not informed, But
as the burning of the Seriptures is not Jamented by any of the contemporary or succeeding Prophets, and as the other treasures
of the temple were preserved and set apart as sacred by Nebuchadnezzar, it is probable that these original manuseripts also
were saved ; and more especially, as it does not appear that Nebuchadnezzar had any particular enmity against the religion of
the Jews. If however the original books were destroyed with the temple, it is certain that there were at that time numerous
copies of them ; and we cannot doubt but some of them were carried by the Jews to Babylon, and that others were left in
Judea. The Holy Seriptures were too much reverenced, and too much dispersed, to make it eredible that all the copies were
lost or destroyed ; and indeed we find Daniel, when in captivity, (ch. ix. 11, 13,) referring to the book of the Law as then ex-
isting ; and soon after the captivity, (Nel. viii.) Ezra not only read and explained the Law fo the people, but he restored the
publick worship and the sacrifices according to the Mosaick ritual; and therefore there must have been, at that time, at least a
correct copy of the Law ; for it is impossible Lo believe that he would have attempted the reestablishment of a church, in which
the most minute observance of the rites and ceremonies preseribed by Moses was not only absolutely necessary for the accept-
able performance of Divine worship, but the slightest deviation from which was considered as sacrilege or abomination, unless
ript of the Law, or of a copy so well authenticated as to leave no

he had been in actual possession either of the original manusc

doubt of its accuracy in the minds of the people.

an uncontradieted tradition in the Jewish church, that about fifty years after the temple was rebuilt, Ezra, in con-
made a collection of the sacred writings, which had been increased, since the Jews were
of Jeremiah, and the Prophecies of Ezekiel, of Daniel, Haggai, and Zechariah ;
t assured, that whatever received his sanction, was authentick. To this genuine
was placed in the temple, were afterwards annexed the sacred compositions of
which were written after the death of Ezra. This addition, which
completed the Canon of the Old Testament; for after

There is
junction with the great synagogue, mad
earried into captivity, by the Lamentations
and as Bzra was himself inspired, we may res
collection, which, according to former custom, «
Tzra himself, as well as those of Nehemiah and Malachi,
was probably made by Simon the Just, the last of the great synagogue,
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Malachi no Prophet arose till the time of John the Baptist, who, as it were, connected the two covenants, and of whom
Malachi foretold, (ch. iv. 5,) that he should precede ““ the great day of the Lord,” that is, the coming of the Messiah. It can-
not now be ascertained, whether Ezra’s copy of the Scriptures was destroyed by Antiochus Epiphanes, when he pillaged the
temple ; nor is it material, since we know that Judas Maccabeus repaired the temple, and replaced every thing requisite for
the performance of Divine worship, which included a correct, if not Ezra’s own, copy of the Scriptures. This copy, whether
Ezra’s or not, remained in the temple till Jerusalem was taken by Titus, and it was then earried in triumph to Rome, and
laid up with the purple vail in the royal palace of Vespasian.

Thus, while the Jewish polity continued, and nearly 500 years after the time of Ezra, a complete and faultless copy of the
Hebrew canon was kept in the temple at Jerusalem, with which all others might be compared. And it ought to be observed,
that although Christ frequently reproved the rulers and teachers of the Jews for their erroneous and false doctrines, yet He
never accused them of any corruption in their written Law; or other sacred books: and St. Paul reckons among the privileges
of the Jews, ‘° that unto them were committed the oracles of God,” (Rom. iii. 2,) without insinuating that they had been un-
faithful to their trust. After the final destruction of Jerusalem by the Romans, there was no established standard of the He-
brew Scriptures; but from that time, the dispersion of the Jews into all countries, and the numerous converts to Christianity,
became a double security for the preservation of a volume held equally sacred by Jews and Christians, and to which both con-
stantly referred as to the written word of God. They differed in the interpretation of these books, but never disputed the va-
lidity of the text in any material point.

The books of the Old Testament have been always allowed, in every age and by every sect of the Hebrew church, to be the
genuine works of those persons to whom they are usually ascribed ; and they have also been, universally and exclusively, with-
out any addition or exception, considered by the Jews as written under the immediate influence of the Divine Spirit. Those
who were contemporaries with the respective writers of these books, had the clearest evidence, that they acted and spoke by
the authority of God Himself ; and this testimony transmitted to all succeeding ages, was in many cases strengthened and con-
firmed by the gradual fulfilment of predictions contained in their writings. * We have not,” says Josephus, ““ myriads of
books which differ from each other, but only twenty-two books, which comprehend the history of all past time, and are justly
believed to be Divine. And of these, five are the works of Moses; which contained the laws, and an account of things from
the creation of man to the death of Moses: this period falls but little short of 3000 years, And from the death of Moses to
the reign of Artaxerxes, who succeeded Xerxes as king of Persia, the Prophets after Moses wrote the transactions of their own:
times in thirteen books; and the four remaining books contain hymns to God, and precepts for the conduct of human life.
And from Artaxerxes to the present time there is a continuation of writings, but they are not thought deserving of the same
credit, because there was not a clear succession of Prophets. But what confidence we have in our own writings is manifest
from hence; that after so long a lapse of time no one has dared to add to them, or to diminish from them, or to alter any thing
in them ; for it is implanted in the nature of all Jews, immediately from their birth, to consider these books as the oracles of
God, to adhere to them, and if occasion should require, cheerfully to die for their sake.” The Jews of the present day, dis—
Eersed all over the world, demonstrate the sincerity of their belief in the authenticity of the Scriptures, by their inflexible ad-

erence to the Law, and by the anxious expectation with which they wait for the accomplishment of the prophecies. ¢ Blindness
has happened to them” only “in part,” Rom. xi. 25; and the constancy, with which they have endured persecution, and suffered
hardships, rather than renounce the commands of their lawgiver, fully proves their firm conviction that these books were divinely
inspired, and that they remain uninjured by time and transeription.. Handed down, untainted by suspicion, from Moses to the
present %enerauon, they are naturally objects of their unshaken confidence and attachment—but suppose the case reversed—
destroy the grounds of their faith, by admitting the possibility of the corruption of their Seriptures, and their whole history be-
comes utterly inexplicable. “A book of this nature,” says Dr. Jenkin, speaking of the Bible, ¢ which is so much the ancientest
in the world, being constantly received as a Divine revelation, carries great evidence with it that it is authentick : for the first
revelation is to be the criterion of all that follow; and God would not suffer the ancientest book of Religion in the world to
pass all along under the notion and title of a revelation, without causing some discovery to be made of the imposture, if there
were any in it; much less would He preserve it by a particular and signal providence for so many ages. If is a great argument
for the trath of the Seriptures, that they have stood the test, and received the approbation, of so many ages, and still retain
their authority, though so many ill men in all ages have made it their endeavour to disprove them; but it is a still farther evi-
dence in behalf of them, that God has been pleased to shew so remarkable a providence in their preservation.

. But the most decisive proof of the authenticity and inspiration of the ancient Seriptures is derived from the

The Saviour of the world Himself, even He who came l::xpressly from the Father gf truth “to bear witness tlg?]\:;l' ;s:;:ngnltn
the last instructions which He gave to His Apostles just before His ascension, said, ©* These are the words which I spake ,unto
you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the law of Moses, and in the Prophets

and in the Psalms, concerning Me,” Luke xxiv. 44. Our Lord, by thus adopting the common division of the Law thep Pro:
phets, and the Psalms, which comprehended all the Hebrew Scriptures, ratified the Canon of the Old Testament as it was re-
ceived by the Jews ; and by declaring that those books contained prophecies which must be falfilled, He established their Di-
vine inspiration, since God alone can enable men to foretell future events. At another time Christ told the Jews, that the

made “the word of God of none effect through their traditions,” Marl vii. 18. By thus calling the written rulcs’which thy
Jews had regenved for the conduct of their lives, *the word of God,” He declared that the Flebrew Scriptures roceedes
from Godqumsplf. Upon many other occasions Christ referred to the ancient Seriptures as books of Divine authgrit s and
both He and His Apostles constantly endeavoured to prove that Jesus was the Messiah foretold in the writings of thi,Pm-
E!;ets. ‘St. Paul be_ars strong testimony to the Divine authority of the Jewish Seriptures, when he says to Timothy, 2 Tim

1ii. 15, ¢ _From a child th,c,)u has_t_ known the holy Seriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation throu’éh faith-
which is in Chrlst_Jesus. Tl'us. passage incontestably proves the importance of the ancient Seriptures ami the connexiof;
between the Mosaick and Christian dispensations :—and in the next verse the Apostle expressly declares the ins-plration of
Scripture ; ““ All Scripture is given by inspiration of God.” To the same effect St. Luke says, ch. i. 70, that < Gad spake by






