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- object wingh occupied the attention
of the new chief; and their imporss
ince was allowed by Ap Gryff, whose
advu:e Ulric determined tg solicit and
act upon in every instance. He con-
sidered that the long experience of
- the bard, hisindisputable attachment
" to the cause.of liberty, and his ac-
knowledged -wisdom -and fores1ght,}'
- eminently qualified him to advise and
- direct, where he wanted the requisite
physical vigour to. execute projects
of daring. Ap Gryff himself relied
much on Ulri¢’s prudence, v1gﬁance :
a:ndaan‘formatmn he considered that
the caus_e,ef Swrtze_rl_and -could not
have been placed in better hands, for
that none could be more adequate to
the achievement of- her independence
than the youth, ~who had ‘displayed
~sach qualities of. mind and- body.
‘He prided himself not a little for the
share he had in. the instilment of
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ﬂ‘xése good pnuuples, of mose bril-
_ chﬁmphshmentsmto the bosom
of Ulric). and the anticipation - of
~ their futore gmwth “and expansion
was to hzm a soﬁrce ‘of the pfmest’
.d@hghf & >
Notmthstarld*mg the appanent st
pineness “which displayed " itself in
the' conduct of the inhabitants of
Zurlc‘h durma the recent attacks,
the bravery ef the Swiss band ‘had
excited amongst the people a spirit
of patnotism, and had determined
many ‘to join the ;stan(}axd of the
mountain chief on the fisst oppor-
ﬁrmty Wmeh mlg‘ht occur, and that
peried ‘was" not distarit, for the re-
‘cruiting patties of Ulric, who under
‘various' d’mvui%s and pretexts found
their 3 Wﬂy mtfrevery part of Zurieh
were ‘ever on théspot to 1mprmeany
‘disposition of ‘this ‘nature. The
conseq'ueﬂée’ was" the' rapid increase
B2
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*of the band {rom amongst those very
persons *whom Ulric: had- stlnmdnzed'
in ‘his‘own bosomr and “to his own
«comrades, as base, u,nprmmp}cﬂ -
traitorous and cowardly. -In less
than three months, howev eF3 :xfter
the expedition to the town, not Tess
than one thousand of the Zunckers;,
were enrolled in the band, and ap-
_peared to be animated w 1th a_ spirit -
of ‘patriotism and gallantry in 2 de-
gree equal to that of any one of the
troop. Thisrapid and certainly un-
erected acquisition had  the eﬁ'e(t
of raising the sinking courage and_
hopes -of Ulric amazingly; and zs
ke contemplated his army, now
equal to its former strength, his pros-
pects:appeared sensibly tobrighten
before him, and his imagination once
again plctured Sw1tzer1and%e11vered,

by his exertions. . ;
kg 1emf0rcement enabled the
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,'Band to issue forth on foraging ex--
pedltlons and excursions after pro-
~visions with much more spirit, and
in much more respectable numbers,
“than they had hitherto been enabled.
to spare, smce the diminution of
their strength; and in’ pr0part10n as’
their detelmmatlon and. enthusiasm
5 mcreased sucecess also  increased ;
Afor they no longer contented them-.
~selves with hovenncr about the re-
treat, but extended themselves
‘thlough ‘the mountainous districts,
-wherever they were tempted by the
~hopes and probabilities of obtaining
-a good booty. In one of these pe-
T ambulatlonb,the party on the marclr,.

' exoeedxxlg two thousand men, under
the command of a gallent young
_man whghad been’ selected by Ulric
“for that office on. account of his very
‘conspicuous bravery; were gladdened
by the sight of a large store of
B3
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*‘pi‘OY’lSlO'ﬂﬁ and 'stores: the ‘convey

was winding down the lowest accli-

P>V1ty ‘of the mountain, and was evi-

dently ‘intended for the: supp]y of
Zaurich where prov1510ns had recently
been scanty. Thestores of theband

“ywere also reduced to a remarkably

‘Jow ebb, and  this epportunity of

'replemshmg +them’ was too excelient
‘to be let pass them. 1t was fortu-
nately late in the evening, when the

'ioragers caught the firstview of this

desirable object, and as the couvoy
moved on at an ‘uncommonly slow

: pace, ‘the ‘pursuers ‘hoped to come
“alpon them unpeieelved‘ under the

cover of the approaching darkness.
They accordingly, by a more ready
youte contrived to- throw themselves

“behind a ridge near rwh;ch gthe provi-

sions must pass, before they . could

" arrive at the walls of ‘the town, and

“here it was intended to attack them



o

with-a vigorous impetuosity which
might ensure awapid victory before
the garrison could send out succours
to the assistance of the assanlted
-guards of the treasure. - Here having
posted themselves, the mountaineers
patiently waited, until the dusk of
evening had rendered the ~walls. of
“the town indistinct. "~ At thismoment -
the van of the division of Germans
which eécapted the stores,” halted
‘near the spot where the band had
taken their station, and paused for
the coming up of the convoy. In
“less than a quarter of an hour the
rest came up, and the whole of the
military force was estimated at about
one thousand men : at this instant,
just as they had moved from the
spot, the 'Swiss commander made
the signal for the attack, and im-
mediately a detachment of the herees
threw themselyes before the-convoy,
E4
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while the ;ear of the enemy was at-
‘tacked lmpe‘tuously by the 1esn1ue
The Austrian soldlers, ‘ever faithfal
“in the discharge of the_lr duty, de-
_fended that which was ‘entrusted
to them in a manner which proved
that they und'erst()bd- its worth, and
- that they - were worthy of the conﬁ-
~ dence which had been reposed m
them: while fifteen hundred of the
band engaoed the soldiers, the resi-
due seized upon the plowsmns and
- bore away the convoy up the emi-
“nence with all the expedltlon imagi-
nable. The contest wasnot of long
duration, for nothing could with-
‘stand the impetuous assault of the
, bw1ss‘, and the Germans endeavoured
to make good their retleat to ~the-
town. DBut the mountaineers-were
well aware that such a measure
would prove the frustration of their
dqun, and would plobably add ¢o
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their destruction,  since the whole
garrison would mstantly turn out in
_pursuit, of them, and the stores
would be retaken, and themselve@
: placed in a situation of extreme
danger, before they could reach half
way to the cavern; ‘they had in con-
sequence: of this: 1mpression.  taken
measures to render such a retreat
lmpractlcable, and the defeated. ene--
amy found themselves. cut. off from.
their wished for: Zurlch by the in-
terposition of a strong band of their
opponents.. Nothmg now remamed
to them but to. ﬂy for shelter to the
mountams, and thither they .ac-
_cordmgly bent their course, closely
,pursued by the victorious and exult-
ing Swiss, who convratulated them-
selves not a little upon the feat of
this evening. - The pursuit. was.
warmly continued for some: hours,.
during which. the band paased ther:
B S
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retreat, and scaled the steep qcchwtv
VWthh ogerlooked lt,,and whither, the
pamc-struck Austrians flew’ for. se-
curity. Here the fugltne troops
were overtaken, and a second con-
“flict -ensued, which was of longer
fluratmn than the first : for the ene-
my, ﬁndmg themselv es Now €om=
“pletely cut off from every hope of
succour, remote from ‘any place of
security, and outnumbered by ‘their
antagonists, fought with that des-
‘peration which is the ‘offspring of
despalr, resolving, since escape was
i nnpractlcable,to sell thelr lives at as
déar a_purchase as possible. Two
_hours’ continuance of the fight, how-
'ever, had so leduced their numbels,
’that scarcely one hundered Germans
remained to finish the contest which
~had commenced with ten_ tlmes the
number ; yet did these stlll maintain
-the unequal conﬂxct, unt11 every in-



last moments, the rash foreigners
~stimulated each other to- refuse fhef
pxoﬁ’ered merey of traitors.
This contest had cost the band only
‘twenty five men, and the residue im- -
medlately bent their course to the
“eavern, their hearts more elated with
the nature of this evening’s triumph:
than they had been for a period of |
twelve years before. When thev
reached their retreat, ‘they found the:
whole of the convoy arrived, and the
joyous band which lad remained at
‘iome, and whose apprehensions of
futurewant were effectually dispelled
‘by this seasenah}e and bountifulsup-
Plys gmplayed in unloading the
‘provisions z and conveying them ! inte
the recesses of the cavern. Ulric
thanked his gallant comrades in the
most animated terms for the service



~they had this evening performeds:
and. angure& the most glorious and
decisive suceesses’ from -a continuance
of exertions such as ‘they had: ‘now
dlsplayed The gallant Swiss- were:
elated ‘beyertd measure by the praises.
of their cemmander, and replied tohis.
- panegyric with a skout which echoed
through the vaulted remdence, and'
breaking its way into the open at-
mosphere, was reverberated from the
listening mountains, and broke the
sacred stillness of ‘the noon of night..
In ashort time the whole of the
. stores- were safely. deposited in the:
- abode of the bandy and atable plen-
tifally stored with: the captured pro=
visions.was spread for the entertain- :
ment of those gallant heroes who had'
with such vigour and valour driven:
famine . from the neighbourhood of
the mountains, to take up his resi--
‘dence amongst the garrison of Zu~
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vich, The provisions were of the
first quah«ty, and the flavour of the
wine was exquisife:: and each. indi-
vidual ate and drank to his fill. It

was-a happy moment, and Ulnc s
“joy rese to .the utmost when he be-.
held the grateful-and contented coun-
‘tenances of all his brave followers,
as they appearedseated on theground
around him. Ap Gryﬁ"’s felicity
was not inferior to that of the gal-
lant youth: and when the repast
‘was closed,. takmo up. his harp, he
tuned the obedient- strings, while
‘the delighted: warriors hushed. their
conversations and strained their ears
with eager anxiety to catch the cheex--
' ing  sounds which. had. _obtained
such a rootedinfluencein their hearts..
- In afew moments, th@,insgit.edha\rper '
‘swept tlie strings, and elicited a song-
‘of gratitude and pralse to the virgin,.
which animated every bosom, angd.
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excited ii() “every lieart a sensation
correspondent with that which pre-
dominated inthe breast of the musi-
cian. ‘Melody proved the sister of
devotion, ‘and ‘the grateful Swiss

‘mingled their peean and their song -

~of gratitude, which filled the cavern
with harmony, and ascended through
the mountains to theé throne of hea-
SR O Y P A R
'Scarcely had the sublime anthem
~eceased, when a noise was heard-at
the entrance of ‘the cavern. “ We

/

are betrayed, comrades 1’ exclaimed
Ulric leaping from his seat,” and .

“drawing his sword: the action was
followed by évery individual, and
two or three of the band nearestto
the - entrance, rushed out of the
cavern, but soon returned, bri mo'mg
in a single person whom they ‘had
discovered lying at the foot of a gla-
cier near the mouth of the retreat.
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He had scarce’ly recovered lumself
tfrom the shock and alarmhe had ex-

perienced, when he was’ brought to

Ulrie; who, on understanding that
no other cause of apprehension ex-

isted, had replaced the sword in its
“scabbard, and reseated himself on

the ground. ¢ Stranger,”” exclaimed -
the youthful leader, when the tran-

quillity of the cavern had been re-
stored, and the prisoner had reco-

vered his recollection—“Fell me what

is your business on the mountain at

‘this time of the ‘evening, and of
whom you were in search? Speak

openly and the truth; for the least

appearance of deceit shall cost you

dear; while 'candbur shall protect
‘you i'rom every kind of injury ; and,

lf your errand be not inimical to us,

_‘you shall be treated Wlth the kmdness

of a guest.” : )

# ¢ Noble sir?’ rephed the trem-



‘bling stranger, whowas. struck with
the - digninied person and mannersof
Ulric—*“ 1y journey to these moun-
tains- was commenced: insearch of a:
gallant band of S,wiss;..té;w:hose abode-
L have no clue, but thatthey reside
amongst these grisons. As I was wan-
‘dering nearthe entrance of this cave,
~withoutknowing whitherI proceeded,.
Lheard thesoundof yeur harmony,
and it seemed to me soﬁsupernatura],
that I considered it must proceed
from some celestial being, While I
‘listened to- the strain | _su(,_idénly‘
‘hearda number of voicesjoining with:
it, and then I was so much. élarmedl
that I endeavoured to mount the
slippery glacier, in order that I might.
obtain security for the night, where-
you could not expect to find me. My
foot, however, unfortunately shipped
and just as the sounds ceased, I fell
from the glacier to the ground where-
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1 was discovered.: My errand is enly
of ~(iomse'qt‘m:n(xe to the Swiss whom I
seek, and if you will direct me to
them, Ishall depart from you with a
-gratgful heart, for now Isee RO plo-r
bable end of my toil.”” .
i Stranger,”’ said. Llnq, ina. dec;—
sive tone, * you must first communi-
cate your business to those Swiss, be- :
 _forel shall give you .any mfornmthn ¢
when, if your answer s, satisfactory
to us, 1 will give yeu a clue te. the-
band which you seek.” =
<l am charged, sir, returned the :
stranger;”’ with a message from the
_patriots of Berne, whohave concealed
‘themselves in the hiily districts of
h___at ‘canton, and are anxious to unite
themselves with the gallant heroes after
whom I am in ‘search. = This sir; is
the purport of my missjon, aud now
_shall I thank you for information how
“to continue my journey.’” 7

3>
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% Your journey isat end !” replied
Ulrie, whose heart swelled high with
delight as he listened to thesubject of
‘the stranger’s Jjourney * you ‘are ‘here
in the presence of the Swiss whose
arms struck terror into the garrison of
Zarich, therefore, throw “off your:
“fears, stranger, and refresh yourself;
for you must havehad atoilsome jour-
“ney over mountains with whieh yon are
not acquainted. * it wasa lucky ace-
“dent which caused us to discover you,
“and we have nowreason to rejoice at
the circumstance which at first filled -
us with apprehension lest our cavern
should have been dlscm«bred by our
enemies.’ !
'Thejby of the stranger at this foa'-
‘tunate meeting was not less than that
of Ulriey and, as he refreshed lums@lf
“after his journey, he ‘veplied, to the
‘answer of the leader, thatihe Bernese
band amounted to about five thousand
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wmrors; and -that they were well
- armed and trained ; anxi6us for an
‘opportunity to prove their gallantry,
and fired with enthusiasm by the ac-
~countsof the deeds of the patriots of
Zurich. - He had ‘been absent from
his friends five days, daring part of
~which period he had wandered over
-Mount -Blane, and explored every
~visible recess, but the mound of earth
~which had been thrown up at the’en-
‘tranceof the residence of the patriotic
! troop ‘had so cqmpletely obscured its
‘mouth:that it completely escaped. the
'strangei’snotice; and woul: have ulti-
“mately baffled his most close research,
“but forthe singular cause which, pmc
“duced - the rencontre; -and -ended his
tmlsome wanderings. :
Wlihout hesntamm, buton the cgn-
tr,an«y, with-the ntaost joy, Ulric ac-
cepted the offer of the gailant Bernese
-and determined io: i};isjpa'tch,;mzo of
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the band wuh the messenver, to guide-
“the division over the mountains of
Zurich by the nearest passes,. 50 that
‘seme time ‘would be saved in the dis-
tance, and time of performing the
- journey. This propésitiorr was ‘gra"t'é'
fully accepted by the stranger: and,
on the following day, ‘the tliree fravel-
Ters set forward on'théir jouzney to.
Berne, whenee their return might be
expected after an ‘absence of little
more than a week, and Ulric deter-
mined to employ the interval in" wi~
‘dening and rendering more capacious.
the interior of the residence, in order
that the new pat’nots ,ﬂmlght-hn‘dthem-.
selves ‘received into tolerable dccom-
dations, and that the great acquisi--
tions of numbers might net cause con-‘
fusion, and injudicious pressure.
While these preparations were go-
ing on Ulric found himself at‘leisu‘reA
to examine the state of his prospects,
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'v,lnch had been much illuminated by
ihie_ey ents. of _the .preceditg day.
The fear of want, which had pressed
heayily. on_his mmd at that period,
had been now effectually. . dispel-
led, and wuh ~a plentiful supply
of provxsmns he had received the
promise. of .a. strong reinforcement.
With _the expected addition - to - his
force, the band Womd be auo'mented
to near]y nine, thousand mesn, and it
would very soon be expedlent if the
mu}hphcatmn of his strength should
continue to answer his sanguine expec-.
tatlons, to emerge from the mountains,
and make a second and ‘more decisive -
attack ‘upon: the .garrison.of. Zumch,
since the surrender of this town to the
patrmtxc arms must lay the founda-
tion of Helvetlan mdependence._ It
would how ever be necessary, before
a__measure of - thls kmd could be
‘ adopted, to obtam some declslve and
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