


INDIAN ANTIQUITIES:
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DISSERTATIONS,

THE ANCIENT GEOGRAPHICAL DIVISIONS,
THE PURE SYSTEM OF PRIMEVAL THEOLOGY,
THE GRAND CODE OF CIVIL LAWS,

THE ORIGINAL FORM OF GOVERNMENT, &s~»
THE VARIOUS AND PROFOUND LITERATURE

OF HINDOSTAN.

COMPARED, THROUGHOUT, WITH THE
RELIGION, LAWS, GOVERNMENT and LITERATURE
o F

PERSIA, EGYPT, anp GREECE.
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Iﬁtendcd as Introduftory to, and Illuftrative of,

Tue HISTORY or HINDOSTAN.
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: Containing the DISSERTATIONS on the GEOGRAPHICAL
DIVISIONS, and the THEOLOGY, of HINDOSTAN.
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PRINTED FOR THE AUTHOR AND SOLD EY P, ELmMsrEy, IN
THE STRAND; W. RICHARDSON, UNDER THE RovaL
EXCHANGE ; AND BY THE BOOKSELLERS OF
Oxrorp AND CAMBRIDCGE.
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IN the year 1785 a fingular phznomenon
made its appearance, in the world of litera-
ture, under the title of BuacvAT-GEETA,
or Dialogues of Creefhna and Arjoon. This
production was aflerted tobe a tranflation by
Mr. Wilkins from a Sanfcreet poem, deno-
minated the MAHABBARAT, or Great War, .
of which poem it forms an epifode, and the
- public were informed that it is believed in In-
dia, to be of the venerable antiquity of four
thoufand years; and that it contained all the
grand myfteries of the Hindoo Religion.
The Gesra was ufhered into the world
with all the importance which fo invaluable a
monument of Indian [cience feemed to merit
it was prefaced by a recommendatory letter’
from the Governor-General of Bengal to the
Direétors, and publithed at the expence of
the Company, The profound theological
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Indian events muft ever be confidered as an
invaluable acquifition. The veil that covered
their theology, their metaphyfics, and their
jurifprudence, was thus happily removed.—
Their Ethics or {yftem of Morals, remained
fill to be difclofed ; and we wanted an un-
doubted original pi&ure,faithfullydrawn from
life, of Indian habits and manners in the moft
ancient periods of their empire.

Happily, to gratify the excited curiofity of
the public, the grand defiderata were {foon
obtained. Mr. Wilkins, who firft fprang
the mine, and has ever fince been indefatigable
in his efforts to bring to light the ineftimable,
but buried, treafures of Sanfcreet literature,
in 1787, publifhed a tran{lation of the HEx-
TOPADES, or Amicable Inftruétions. This
work, which Sir William Jones denominates -
¢ the moft beautiful, if not the moft ancient
colleétion of apologues in the world,” was
originally written in Sanfcreet, about eleven
‘hundred years ago, by a venerable Brahmin
of the name of Veefhnu-Sarma. So highly
has the HEeTorADEs been efteemed for the
foundnefs of its moral precepts, the judicious
maxims it inculcates for the regulation of
human conduét, both in private and public
ftation, and the beautiful fimplicity of man);~
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