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எ. ADVERTISEMENT. oe. 

iris becoming in an Author to give fome reafon 
to the Public why a book with fo many faults is 
fo little improved. : 
‘Thefe. Difcourfes on Wounds are too imperfect 

to be much altered, too good to be entirely thrown 
away.—The Plan was limited at the firft, and the 
Work muft remain in its original form, for, with- 
out changing its ao it can hardly be im- 
proved. ம 

Nothing more was defigned than a fketch, of 
a great and interefting fubje@; but that fketch has; 
been favourably received ; it has been found ufe- 
ful; an Edition of Sixteen Hundred Copies has 
been rapidly fold; and the approbation of the 
Public. forbids the Author faying much concern- 
ing thofe “imperfeCtions which an Author muft feel, 
more fenfibly than others, which, if he have a due 
tre{pec& for himfelf, he will be proud to acknow- 
ledge. ட்‌ 

It is fome time fince thefe Difcourfes were com- 
pofed: The Author was, even at the firft, confci- 
ous of many imperfections, and is fenfible that he 
now regards them with fuch impartial and chaften- 
ed approbation as a friend might indulge: The 

‘Natural progrefs of the mind, when continually 
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"Tur Author of thefe Difcourfes will not al- 
low himfelf the benefit of that, apology, to which 
he is but too well entitled ; for the apology of 
want of time ftrelysis not re{peCful towards the 

Public: it mtimates, that with time the Author 

could have written a more orderly and a better 

Book ; an intimation which is always immodeft, 
and often-uatrue. The Author knows but too 

well, how often, in this book, the marks of hur- 

ry will ftrike his Reader. He mentisns his 
confcioufnefs of this with regret! He feels 

the neceflity of. requefting’ that indulgence 

which every ‘author needs and claims. 

. Tue very plan and title of this Book is new; 
and the Author has deviated from accuftomed 

forms in this inftance, from no other motive 

than thé hope of making thefe Leffons both
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pleafant and “ufeful. This method of teaching 
by Difcourfes is as yet untried: it may have its 

advantages, it muft have, its faults and this 
-increafes that kind of anxiety which is infepa- 
' yable from the a@ of appearing before the 

Public, amd which even the fenfe of duty can 
hardly relieve. ச ்‌ ee : 

Tue Author has endeavoured to bring into 

one eafy and comprehenfive view, thofe leffer 
operations of Surgery, which are not found un- 

der that much abufed title of a Complete Syftem. 
-He has endeavoured to intereftchis Reader, in 
the manner of managing wounded Arteries, and 
in umany of the leffer points of praétice. He 
has attempted to refute fome favourite dodtrines, 

-not wantonly, but boldly; ‘ not becaufe they 
belong to this Docror or that Profeffor,” but 

becaufe they feemed to him totally inconfiftent 

with true philofopy, and, incompatible with 

found Surgery, it as far as itis as yet founded 

upon a knowledge of the powers and principles 

of the human body. He has ufed all that free- 

dom with great names which the caufe of truth 
and fcience requires: he has publifhed boldly 
many criticifms which he would not have ven- | 

tured to mention in his Leétures, or in private : 
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for there ¢riticifm <s no longer criticifm, but 
the foul report and private malice of it works 
like a fecret popifon, againft which there is no 
preventative nor cure. He has criticifed the 7 
opinions of thofe chiefly, who,’ being at the head 
of the profeffion, are of courfe the beft able, 
and, to all appearance -alfo, the mof willing to 
defend themfelves. ie 

But the Author has never allowed any purfuit 
of this kind to break in upon tHe order or pur- 
pofe of his Difcourfe, which he has endeavour- 
ed to keep clear or all encumbrances, and in 
a plain and eafy form: He has endeavoured to 
order it fo, that his Reader may have firft a free 
and general notion of each fubjeét in the body 
of the Difcourfe, and he has put down more 
exprefs and accurate rules at the conclufion of 

hiftory, to give eafe and life to the fubje@; and 
to give it weight and firmnefs, he ine added rules 
of practice: He has endeavoured to give com- 
prehenfive and general notions, of Wounds 
—ef Wounded Arteries—of Bruifed or Gun- 

  
thot Wounds—and of Wounds of the ரவி, 
Belly, Head, Throat, and Limbs, and efpecially 
of the condition of Limbs wounded with dan- 

« 

each: Hé has introduced the lighter pieces of ,
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gerous complications, as of lacerated Arteries 
2) 

and bruifed Bones. . ர 
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He trufts, that his manner of explaining thefe 

' fubjedts will be plain and eafy to the young Sur- 

geon, to whom alone he prefumes to addrefs 

himfelf; and having thus honeftly told his mo- 

tives and his higheff expectations, he hopes to 

find every indulgence ; and may be permitted to 

fay, with Lord Halifax, That he who is refolved 

to play the criti¢ with this Book on ftricter terms, 

-. mut have a degree of generous irregularity in 

his reafoning, elfe he will net beea good thing of 

his kind.” 
4. 
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ON PROCURING ADHESION. 

WHEN a modern furgeon alee himfelf to talk 
about the “ mundifying, incarning, and cicatrizing of 
wounds, or direéts how to fill the wound up with good 
and found fleth, and keep»it to a fair and even level with 
the adjacent fkin,” he but proclaims his own ignor- 
ance of the properties of the living body, Perhaps ~ 
he talks this language idly, and in mere compliance 
with the ufual forms of {peaking ; but if the has feri- 
oufly any fuch idea of the bufinefs and rey of a fur- 
geon, there is much reafon to fear, that his “methods, 
far from incarning or cicatrizing wounds, will rather 
interfere with the regular procefs of nature. 

It is an old, but it isa becoming and modeft thought, 
that in our profeffion, we are but as the minifters of 
nature: and indeed the furgeon, ftill more than the 
phyfician, atchieves nothing by his own immediate 
power, but does all his fervices by obferving and ma- ; 
naging the properties of the living body ; where the 
living. principle is fo ftrong and aétive in every part, 
that by that energy alone, it regenerates any loft fub- 
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