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¢ ADVERTISEMENT. *

IT is becoming in an Author to give fome reafon
to the Public why a book with fo many faults is
fo little improved.

‘Thefe Difcourfes on Wounds are too imperfect
to be much altered, too good to be entirely thrown
away.—The Plan was limited at the firft, and the
Work muft remain in its original form, for, with-
out changing its chara&ep it can hardly be im-
proved. o

Nothing more was deﬁﬂned than a fketch, of
a great and interefting fubject; but that fketch has.
been favourably received ; it has been found ufe-
ful; an Edition of Sixteen Hundred Copies has
been rapldly fold ; and the approbation of the
Public forbids the Author faying much concern-
ing thofe “imperfections which an Author mllf’c:tecl,_
more fenfibly than others, which, if he have a due
refpeé for himfelf, he will be proud to acknow-
ledge. .

It is fome time fince thefe Difcourfes were com-
pofed : The Author was, even at the firft, confci-
ous of many imperfe@ions, and is fenfible that he
now regards them with fuch i impartial and chaften-
ed approbation as a friend might indulge : The
‘Datural progrefs of the mind, when continually
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FIRST EDITION. °

Tar Author of thefe Difcourfes will not al-
low himfelf the benefit of that, apology, to which
he is but too well entitled ; for the apology of
want of time ftirely.is not refpeétful towards the
Public : it intimates, that with time the Author
could have written a more orderly and a better
Book ; an intimation which is always immodeft,
and often.untrue. The Author knows but too
well . hdw often, in this book, the marks of hur-
ry will ftrike his Reader. He mentions his
confcioufnefs of this with regret! He feels
the neceflity of. requefting” that indulgence
which every “author needs and claims.

. THE very plan and title of this Book is new;
and the Author has deviated from accuftomgd
forms in this inftance, from no other motive
than theé hope of making thefe Leflons both
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pleafant and “ufeful. This method of teaching
by Difcourfes is as yet untried : it may have its
advantages, it muft have its faults¢ and this

~increafes that kind of anxiety which is infepa-

rable from the aét of appearing before the
Public, and which even the fenfe of duty can
hardly relieve,

© C

Tue Author has endeavoured to bring into
one eafy and comprehenfive view, thofe lefler
operations of Suggery, which are not found un-
der that much abufed title of a Complete Syftem.
He has endeavoured to intereft his Reader, in
the manner of managing wounded Arteries, and
in «many of the lefler points of pradice. He
has attempted to refute fome favourite doctrines,

-not wantonly, but boldly; “ not becaufe they

belong to this Doctor or that Profeflor,” but
becaufe they feemed to him totally inconfiftent
with true philofopy, and, incompatible with
found Surgery, in as far as it is as yet founded
upon a knowledge of the powers and principles
of the human body. He has ufed all that free-
dom with great names which the caufe of truth
and {cience requires : he has publithed boldly
many criticifms which he would not have ven-
tured to mention in his Lectures, or in private :
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for there griticifm §s no longer criticifm, but
the foul report and prfvate malice of it works
like a Tecret ppifon, againft which there is no
preventative nor cure. He has criticifed the
opinions of thofe chiefly, who, being at the head
of the profeflion, are of courfe the beft able,
and, to all appearance -alfo, the moft willing to
defend themfelves. 5ot

But the Author has never allowed any purfuit
of this kind to break in upon the order or pur-
pofe of his Difcourfe, which he has endeavour-
ed to keep cleérfof’all encumbrances, and in
a plain and eafy form : He has endeavoured to
order it fo, that his Reader may have firft a free
and general notion of each fubje&t ifl\ the body
of the Difcourfe, and he has put down more
exprefs and accurate rules at the conclufion of *
each: Hé has introduced the lighter pieces of _
hiftory, to give eafe and life to the fubject; and
to give it weight and firmnefs, he has added rules
of practice: He has endeavoured to give com-
prehenfive and general notions, of Wounds
—of Wounded Arteries—of Bruifed or Gun-
fhot Wounds—and of Wounds of the Breaft,’
Belly, Head, Throat, and Limbs, and efpecially
of the conaitio_n of Limbs wounded with dan-
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gcroﬁs complications, as of lacerated Arterics)
and bruifed Bones. v 8 ;

Hr trufls, that his manner of explaining thefe
fubjects will be pl#in and eafy to the young Sur-
geon, to ‘whom alone he prefumes to addrefs
himfelf; and having thus honeftly told his m_o-‘
tives and his higheff expeGations, he hopes to
find every indulgence ; and may be permitted to
fay, with Lord Halifax, That he who is refolved
to play the critig with this Book on ftricter terms,
-« muft have a degree of generous irregularity in
his reafoning, elfe he will nat beea good thing of’
his kind.”

<
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ON PROCURING ADHESION.

o

WHEN a modern {urgeon a.l]bws, himfelf to talk
about the “ mundifying, incarning,*2nd cicatrizing of
wounds, or directs how to fill the wound up with good
and found fleth, and keepit to a fair and even level with
the adjacent fkin,” he but proclaims his own ignor-
ance of the properties of the living body. Perhaps -
he talks this language idly, and in mere compliance
with the ufual forms of Ipeaking ; but i 2e has feri-
oully any fuch idea of the bufinefs and duti&s of a fur-
geon, there is much reafon to fear, that hisb\"m;thods, 5
far from fhcarning or cicatrizing wounds, will rather
interfere with the regular procefs of nature.

It is an old, but it is a becoming and modeft thought,
that in our profeffion, we are but as the minifters of
nature: and indeed the furgeon, ftill more than the
phyfician, atchieves nothing by his own immediate
Power, but does all his fervices by obferving and ma-
naging the properties of the living body ; where the
living. principle is {fo firong and adive in every part,

that by that energy alone, it regenerates any loft fub-
Vol I. A
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2 ON PROCURING ADHESION.

ftance, or re-unites in a mote 1rnmed1ate way, the more
fimple wounds. - ! L& :
When we can prevail upon ourfelves to renounce
this parade of idle words, and to refign alfo our fu-
preme office of afﬁ{’ung nature in “ mundifying, in-.

_ carning, and cicatrizing wounds, of filling the wound

with found flefh, and of keeping it to the right level,
{o as to make an even and feemly fcar,” we fhall find
our duties hépgily reduced within the narroweft
bounds, viz. of faving the patient from immediate
bleeding, and of laying the wounded parts fo cleanly,
fo neatly, and {o evenly in conta& with each other,
that they may adkere. The reft we leave to nature.

- 1 fear, that from my announcing a rule of conduc
fo fimple as this is, you willfuppdfe, that I mean to
fpeak only of the flighter, and more trivial wounds ;
while I do really mean to include under this general
view, the greate{’c and the fmalleft wounds; and to e-
ftablith but one rule for all, from the amputation of a
limb, or tle extirpation of .a tumor, to the moft " tri-
vial cut.of the cheek or hand.

What.is amputation but a wound? The greateft
wound,—clean and fair,—made carefully by the hand
of the furgeon,—difpofed to heal in the eafielt way?
And in this great wound, (which, & fortiori, includes
the doGrine of every lefler wound), what is there to
attend to, but the procuring of adhefion, or the ftop-

ping of the flow of blood? What were the defecs of
¢

the old operations, but that the {urgeon knew not
who to procure this adhefion? that he Fad no means
by which he could ftop the bleeding? The hamor-

g & 3 LY
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ON PROCURING ADHENSION. g

rhagy was fatal to moft of thofe who needed to {uffer
this operation ; and the foew who furvived, lingered
througk-all the miferies of a nine months cure, tedious
and imperfe@, tith conical, ulcerated, and tender
-ftumps.—What indeed is the chief perfection of mo-
dern furgery, or the excellency of our operations ? but
that in bleedings from great veflels we truft nothing
to compreffion, cauteriesy or aftringents, but tie our
arteries firmly ; and that we talk mo longer about
mundifying, incarning, or cicatrizing of wounds ; that
we never drefs the cut furfaces ag diftinct wounds, but
put the fides or lips in clofe contadt, and keep them fo.
We boaft nothing of our own powets, but truft all to
nature, whofe bufinefs it is, to make thofe furfaces ad-
here which will adhere, *or to re-unite by the flower
procefs of fuppuration and granulation,® the parts
among which there has been a lofs of fubftance. 0
Of thefe two great points, this of the {pontaneous
adhefion of parts, is what I fhall firft explain. This
do@rine of the adhefion of cut furfaces, aid the in-
ofculation of arteries, was but lately underftovd,; and
yery ﬂowly and unwillingly recelvcd Indeed the tales
which were at firft told of it, were fugch as might have
difcredited the whole ; for it happened with this moft
Important dlfcovery of adhefion, as with the no lefs
certain and curious phenomenon of the regeneration
of the humours of the eye, or as with the interefting
experiment of the fafe and ealy transfufion of the,
blood, that the extravagance of its inventors ruined
the inventiown, and took away all hopes of profiting by
it. Burhius and Kirkringius pretended to'be poffefled
Ajj :







