
NARRATIVE 

OF 

| 
THE CAMPAIGN IN INDIA, 

WHICH TERMINATED THE WAR 

TIPPOO SULTAN, 

IN 1792. 

WITH MAPS AND PLANS ILLUSTRATIVE OF THE SUBJECT, 

AND A VIEW OF SERINGAPATAM, 

BY MAJOR DIROM, 
DEPUTY ADJUTANT GENERAL OF HIS MAJESTY’S FORCES IN INDIA. 

LONDON: 

PRINTED BY W. BULMER AND 002 
AND SOLD BY W. FADEN, CHARING-CROSS; G. NICOL, PALL=MALL; AND 

J. SEWELL, CORNHILL. 

1793.  



175 WO 

 



PREFACE. 

  

Tur prospect°of leisure for several months, during the voyage - 

from India, suggested to the writer of this Narrative the idea of 

drawing up an account of the last campaign with Tippoo Sultan, 

from journals and other authentic documents, while the events 

were recent in his memory. Several officers, passengers in the 

same ship, who had been employed on different parts of that 

“service, considerably aided the undertaking by the information 

of which they also were possessed; and the assistance of Major 

Rennell, particularly in constructing the maps, has since been 

very essential in promoting the publication of this work. 

Notwithstanding those, and other advantages, the Author is 

sensible that his Narrative is still imperfect, and that, in the ope- 

rations of the several armies, all the interesting circumstances 

which occurred, cannot have come to his knowledge ; but, defi- 

cient as he considers it in several respects, he is induced to hope 

it may not be unacceptable, at a time when a complete history 

of this important war cannot have been prepared for the infor- 

mation of the Public.



   
INTRODUCTION. 
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"Tus climate in the centre of the Peninsula of India, especially in the 

high country of Mysore, is temperate and healthy to a degree unknown 

in any other tract of the like extent within the tropics. The monsoons, or 

boisterous periodical rains, which, at two different seasons, deluge the 3 

countries on the coasts of Coromandel and Malabar, have their force broken 

by. the Ghauts or mountains; and from either side extend to the interior 

provinces in frequent showers, which, though sometimes heavy, are seldom 

of long continuance; and preserve both the verdure of the country, and 

the temperature of the climate, almost throughout the year: insomuch ’that 

the British main army, called in India the grand army, was constantly in 

the field in tents, and never went into cantonments during ‘the whole war. 

_ The late military operations in India come, therefore, to-be divided 

into campaigns, not so much from the change of season, as from the periods 

of the accomplishment or failure of the several plans of attack carried on 

against the enemy. Thus the war with Tippoo Sultan may be divided into 

three campaigns. 

- Lhe first campdign, directed towards the southern part of the Peninsula, 

in order to relieve the Rajah of Travancore, whose country had been at- 

tacked by Tippoo Sultan, commenced the middle of June, 1790. Having 

been employed in the reduction of Tippoo’s rich southern provinces below 
@
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the Ghauts, by the main army, commanded by General Medows ; and of his 

valuable western country below the Ghauts, as far as the Biliapatam fiver 

to the north, by the Bombay army, commanded by General Abercromby,; 

‘it terminated with the year 1790, when the main army returned to Tritchi- 

- nopoly, and was ordered from thence to Madras. 

The second campaign, carried into the heart of Tippoo’s dominions by 

Earl Cornwallis, was distinguished by the siege and capture of the impor- 

tant fortress of Bangalore, which fixed the seat of war in the enemy’s 

country, and was decisive of its success’; although the campaign closed in 

an unsuccessful attempt against Seringapatam, and the destruction of the 

greatest part of the battering train, and equipment of both the main army 

and the Bombay army, which ‘were under the necessity of retiring from the 

capital; an event that took place towards the end of May, 17Q1. 

The third campaign may be said to have commenced immediately after 

the failure in the last object of the former’ campaign, when the Mahratta 

armies arriving unexpectedly, enabled Earl Cornwallis to begin his.arrange- 

ments for a second attempt on the enemy’s capital; which, in March 1792, 

terminated the war by an advantageous and glorious peace. 

The following Narrative contains a detail of the transactions and ope- 

rations as they occurred, and were generally known in the army, during the 

last campaign ; to which, in a concluding chapter, some farther information 

and remarks are added, that may be useful in forming an idea of the im- 

portant consequences of the war, and of the present prosperous state of 

affairs in India.
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CHAPTER I, 

Retrospect to the Conclusion of the former Cimon Sobsequel 

‘Function of the Mabratias, and an Account of their Armies. 

‘Tue Mahratta armies having advanced to Seringapatam in 

May, 1791, later than the appointed period, their delay, and 

other unfortunate circumstances, reduced Earl Cornwallis to the 

necessity of destroying his battering train, after having de- 

feated Tippoo Sultan on the 15th of that month in a pitched 

battle; and obliged his Lordship to lead back his victorious 

army, leaving the siege of the enemy's capital to be the object 

of another campaign. 

The Bombay army, commanded by Major ‘General Aber- 

cromby, had, with infinite labour, formed roads, and brought a 

battering train, and a large supply of provisions and stores, over 
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fifty miles of ‘woody mountains called Ghauts,* that immense 

barrier which separates the Mysore country from the Malabar 

coast. Part of General Abercromby’s s train also fell a sacrifice 

to the necessity of the times; and his army, who thought they 

had surmounted all their difficulties, had the moitification to 

find their exertions of no utility, and had to return, worn down 

by sickness and fatigue, exposed to the incessant rains which 

then deluged the western coast of the Peninsula. 

Lord Cornwallis had advanced to Caniambaddy, eight miles 

above Seringapatam, with a view to form a Junction with the 

Bombay army, which the swoln state of the Cavery, and the 

unexpected badness of the ford, rendering impracticable, his 

Lordship remained some days on the banks of the river, to cover 

their march, as they retired from Periapatam to the Ghauts, and 

began to move himself towards Bangalore on the 26th of May. 
The army had suffered exceedingly from the inclemency of the 
weather, from wounds, and from extreme fatigue in bringing on 

the battering train and stores, which had required much assist- 

ance on the march from Bangalore to Seringapatam; and, from 

thence to.Caniambaddy, had been dragged almost entirely by 
hand. The season of the year was unfavourable to the cattle; 
they were infected with an epidemic disorder, which killed them 

in vast numbers, and rendered the greater part of what remained 
of little service. The scarcity of grain was such, that the 
lower class of.followers were reduced to the necessity of sub- 
sisting chiefly on the putrid flesh of the dead bullocks; and, 

to add to this scene of distress, the small-pox unfortunately 

_xaged in the camp. 

@ 
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The public store of rice being nearly exhausted, and the loss: 

which had taken place from the-negligence or embezzlement of 

the bullock drivers on the march, having decreased the original 

stock in a most alarming degree, it became necessary to issue 

to the troops the greater part of what remained, as the only 

meanseof securing. it for their subsistence. The fighting mer 

were thus provided at the rate of half their usual allowance, with 

a quantity sufficient to support them till the army might by easy 

marches reach Bangalore; the followers depending chiefly on 

the casual supply, which, by taking a new tract, would be 

found in the adjacent countries. The distress of the officers 

was still more severe than that of the soldiers ; for having given 

part of their private carriage (cattle and carts) to the public de- 

partments, to assist in transporting shot and stores from Banga- 

Jore for the siege of the capital, and disappointed in the supplies 

they expected from the Bombay army, they were now in want of 

every thing; and many were under the necessity of request- 

ing permission to draw the same allowance as the private men. 

The tents and the clothing were nearly worn out; the arrack as 

well as the rice was almost expended; and, in this situation, the 

assistance of the troops was necessary to carry back part of the in- 

trenching tools, which it might be difficult to replace ; and to 

drag the field-pieces and tumbrels attached to their corps ; a task 

to which the surviving cattle wereamequal, in their weakly 

state. Great part of the horses of the cavalry were so reduced 

by want and fatigue, that they could no longer carry their 

riders; and many, unable to march, were now shot at their 

picquets, The ground at Caniambaddy, where the army had 

encamped but six days, was covered, in a circuit of several miles, 
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with the carcasses of cattle and horses; and the last of the gun- 

carriages, carts, and stores of the battering train, left in flames, 

was a melancholy spectacle, which the troops passed, as ghey 

quitted this deadly camp. 

The army had not completed ite first day’s short, but dreary 

and tedious, march of six miles, when a party of horse rode in 

unexpectedly on the baggage flank. ‘Their appearance was that 

of enemies, but they soon proved to be most welcome friends; 

an escort of Mahrattas, that accompanied Mr. Uhtoff, the pay- 

+ 

master of the Bombay detachment, with Purseram Bhow’s army. 

He brought the glad tidings of that army being at hand, fol- 

lowed by another, commanded by Hurry Punt; the first, con- 

sisting of twenty thousand horse and foot, and two battalions of 

Sepoys, commanded by Captain Little (part of a détachment 

which had assisted the Bhow in the reduction of: Darwar); the 

second, of twelve thousand horse, which had advanced from 

Poonah, by way of Gooty. The Bhow, Mr. Uhtoff said, had 

ample supplies for our army, and was near enough to join on the 

next day, if required. He was astonished to hear of what had 

happened in consequence of their delay, and to find that all the 

messengers they had dispatched had been intercepted by the 

vigilance of the enemy, and that they now இறக the first news 
of their own approach. 

No longer under the necessity of continuing the march from 
the want of supplies, the army moved only two miles on the 

e7th of May, and encamped opposite to Seringapatam, in 

front of the French Rocks; the ground from which we had 

marched on the 19th, in advancing to Caniambaddy, and since 

rendered more memorable by the events of the ensuing campaign. 
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