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SULPHURIC. 5 oe ie 2 

‘rent; but it still contains a little lead, which it dissol- "Chap. 1V.] 
ved from the vessels in which i it was manufactured, and 

alittle potass which it acquired from the nitre employ- 

ved in burning the sulphur. To obtain it in a state of © 

‘complete purity, the sulphuric acid of commerce must 

be distilled.. This»is easily done by putting it into a 

ல்‌ retort with a long beak. The bottom of the re- 

_ tort is placed upon a fire of charcoal, and fixed stead} y by - 

ae of an iron’ ting; while i its beak is plunged half © 
way into a receiver, whose mouth it fits nearly, but not ல்‌ 

exactly: The acid soon boils, and is gradually conden- 7 

sed in the recéiver. “Too great a quantity should not © 
be distilled at once, otherwise the refort generally 

breaks “in consequence of the violent agitation into 

which the boiling acid is thrown. 5 

eae Sulphuric acid is a liquid somewhat of an தில con- 

' sistence, transparent and colourless as water, without 

any smell, and of a very strong acid taste. When ap- 

plied to ‘animal or vegetable substances, it very soon de- 

stroys their texture: அர்ப்‌ 
- Tt always contains a quantity of water ; part of which, 
however, may be driven off by the application of a mo- 

derate heat. This is called concentrating the acid. 

"When as much concentrated as possible, its specific gra~ 

vity is said to be 2.0003 but it can | seldom be obtained 

denser than 1.85. ? 

It changes all vegetable blues to a red extept ன்‌. ப 

According to Erxleben, it boils at ee 5a ae to 

Bergman; at 540°. 

When exposed to a sufficient ee of oe it cry- 

Properties, 

  

« + % Bergman, ii, 152.




