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ADVERTISEMENT.

- THE unfortunate death of Sir William Sones,
on the 27th of April, 1794, having deprived
-the Society of their Founder and Prefident, a
meeting of the Members was convened on the 1ft
of May following, when it was unanimoufly
agreed to appoint a Committee, confifting of Sir.
Robert Chambers, Mr. Juftice Hyde, Colonel Sobn
Murray, Fobn Briston, and Thomas Grabkam,
Efquires, to wait on Gir Fohbn Shore, and, in the
Name of the Society, requeft his acceptance of
the office of their Prefident, With this requeft
he, 1n terms highfy flattering to the Society,
agreed to comply ; and on the 22d of May, 1794,
 took his feat as Prefident, and delivered the Dif-

courfe, No. 12, of this Volume.

EDMUND MORRIS, Secretary.
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' THE TENTH
AANNIVER’SARY DISCOURSE,
DELIVERED 28 pmm’mxy,'qgg,

" BY THE PRESIDENT,

ON ASIATIC HISTORY

CIVIL AND NATURAL..

BEFORE our entrance, Gentlemen, into the
Difquifition promifed at the .clofe of my Ninth
Annual Difcourfe, on the particular Advantages
which may be derived from our concurrent Refearches
in Afia, it {feems neceflary to fix, with precifion,
the fenfe in which we mean to fpeak of advantage :
“or utility. Now, as we have defcribed the five
Afiatic regions on their largeft {cale, and have ex-
panded our conceptions in proportion to the mag-
nitude of that wide field, we thould ufe thofe
words which comprehend the fruit of all our
mqumes, in their moft extenfive acceptation ;



Xii  ON ASIATIC HISTORY,

including not only the folid conveniences and
comforts of focial life, but its elegances and mno-
cent pleafures; and even the gratification *of a na-
‘tural and laudable curiofity ; for, though labour be
clearly the lot of man in this world, yet, in the
midft of his moft aétive exertions, he cannot but
feel the fubftantial benefit of every liberal amufe-
ment which may lull his paffions to reft, and afford
him a fort of repofe without the pamn of total in-
acion, and the real ufefulnefs of every purfuit
which may enlarge and diverfify his ideas, without
interfering with the principal obje&s of his civil
ftation or ceconomical duties; nor thould we
wholly exclude even the trivial and worldly fenfe
of utility, which too many confider as merely fy-
nonymous with Jucre, but fhould reckon among
ufeful objeéts thofe practical, and by no means
ilhberal arts, which may eventually conduce both
to national and to private emolument. With a
view then to advantages thus expiaincd-, let us ex-
amine every point in the whole circle of arts and
fciences, according to the received order of their
dependence on the faculties of the mind, their
mutual connexion, and the different fubjects with -
which they are converfant: our inquiries indeed,
of which Nature and Man are the primary objects,
mutt of courfe be chiefly Hifforical ; but fince we
propofe to inveftigate the actions of the feveral
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Afiatic nations, togethcr with thexr rcfpectwe pro-
grefs in fience and art, we may arrange our invef- :
tigations ugder the fame three heads to which our
European analyfis have ingeniouily reduced all the
branches of human knowledge ; and my prefent
Addrefs to the Society thall.be confined to Hiﬁory,
civil and natural, or the obfervation and remem-
brance of mere facts mdependently of ratiocination,
which belongs to philofophy ; or of imitations and
Subflitutions, which are the province of art.

Were a fuperior created intelligence to delineate
a map of general knowledge (exclufively of that
fublime and ftupendous theology, which himfelf
could only hope humbly to know by an infinite
approximation) he would probably begin by trace- -
ing with Newton the fyftem of the univerfe, in
which he would aflign the true place to our little
glorbe ; and having enumerated its various inhab-
itants, contents, and productions, ‘would proceed
to man in his natural ftation among animals, ex-
hibiting a detail of all the knowledge attained or
attainable by the human race ; and thus obferving
perhaps the fame order in which he had before
deferibed other beings in other inhabited worlds ;
but though Bacon feems to have had‘ai fimilar
reafon for placing the Hiftory of Nature before
that of Man, or the whole before one of its parts,
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yet, confiftenitly with our chicf obje& already
~ mentioned, we may properly begin with the Civil
Hiftory of the Five Afiatic Nations, which necef-
farily comprizes their geography, or a defcription of
the pla;ces'where they have acted; and their aftro-
. nomy; which may enable us to fix with fome ac-
curacy the time of their actions : we- fhall thence
be led to the hiftory of fuch other animals, of fuch
minerals, and of fuch vegetables as they may be
fuppofed to have found in their feveral migrations
~and fettlements, and fhall end with the ufes to
which they have applied, or may apply, the rlch\
;.ﬂ'emblage of natuml fubf’cance: ,

L In the firft place, St o furely deem 1t
anﬂih_conﬁdérablc advantage that all our hiftorical
refearches have confirmed the Mofaic dccounts of
the primitive world; and our feftimony on that
fubje& ought to have the greater: weight, becaufe,
if the refult of our obfervations had been- totally
different, we fhotld neverthelefs ‘have publithed
them, not indeed +vith eq‘ual' pleafure, but with
equal confidence ; for truth is mighty, and, what-
ever be its confeqﬁencés, muft always prevail :
but, independently of out intereft in corroborating
the multiplied evidences of revealed religion, we
could fcarce gratify our minds with a more ufeful
and rational entertainment than the contemplation
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of thofe wonderful revolutions in’ kmgdoms and
{tates, Whlch have happéned within little more -
than four thoufand years: revelutions almoft 'as
fully demonftrative of an all-raling Providence as
the ftructure of the univerfe, and the final caufes
which’ are d1fcermblc m its whole cxtent, and
even in its minuteft parts.  Figure to your ima-
\gmatlons a moving picture of that eventful “period,
or rather a fucceffion of crowded fcgncs rapidly
changed.’ ' Three' familics 'migratc‘ m different
courfes from one region, and, in about four cen-
turies, eftablith very diftant governmcnts and va-
rious modes of fociety : Egypt_xans, TIndians, Goths,
Phenicians, Celts, Greéks, Latians, Chinefe, Peru-
vians, Mexicans, all fprung from the fame imme-
diate ftem, appear to frart nearly at one - time,
and occupy at length thofe countries, to which
they have given, or from which they have de-
rived, their names. In twelve or thirtecni’fxpn-
dred years more, ' the Greeks overrun the land of
their forefathers, invade India, conqucr Egypt,
‘and aim at univerfal’ domlmon but the Romans
‘appropnatc to themfelves the whole empire of
Greece, and carry thewr arms into Britain, of
which they fpeak with haughty contempt. The
Goths, in the fulnefs of time, break to pieces the
unwieldly Coloflus of Roman po{vcr,r‘ and feize on
the whole of Britain, except its wild mountains ;
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but cven thofc Wl],dS become fubje& to other 1h1=
vaders of the fame Gothic lincage.. DunnO‘ all
thofe tranfa&_lons the Arabs poﬂ'efs both. coaﬁq of
the Red Sea, {ubdue the old feat of their firft pro-
vemtors, and extend then; conqucﬂs, on one {ide,
through Afnca, into. Europe itfelf; on another,
beyond. the borders' of India, _part of which they
annex to their ﬂounfhmg empire. In the fame
interval the Tartars, widely diffufed: over-the reft
of the globe, fwarm in the north-eaft, ‘whence
they rufth to complete the redudion of Conftan-
tine’s beautiful domains, to fubjugate Chma, to
raifc in thefe Indian realms a dynafty fplendid and
powerful and to ravage, like the two other fami-
lies, the devoted -xegions of Iran. . By this time
the Memcam and Pcruuans with many races of
adventurers Vanouﬂy 1ntermlxed - have  peopled
the continent and les . of: Amenca which  the
Spatiards, having reftored: their old. government
in Europc, dlfcm er and 1 part overcome : but a’
colony trom Britain, of which Cigero, lgnoranﬂy
declared that it contained. nothmcr valuable, ob-
“tain the pofleffion, and fially the Jfoyereign: do-
minion of cxtenfive American - diftriéts ;- vsh11{7c
other Britith fubjects acquire a fubordmate em-
pire in the fineft: provinces of India, which  the
victorious troops of Alexander were unwilling to
attack.  This outline of human tranfaions, as
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far as 1t mcludes the limits of Afia, we can only
hope to fill up to ﬁ:rengthen and to colour by the
help of Afiatic literature ; for in hiftory, as in law,
we muit not follovv ftreams when we may invef-

tigate fountains, nor admit any fecondary proof
where primary ey 1d§:nce is attainable: I fhould,
neverthelefs, make a bad return for your indul-
gent attention, were T to repeat a dry lift of all
the Muffelman hiftorians whofe works are pre-
ferved 1n Arabic, Perfian, and Turkifh, or expa-
tiate on the hiftories and ‘medals of China and Ja-
pan, which may mn time be acccﬁible to Mem-
bers of our Society, and from which alone we can
expect informati_on concerning the ancient ftate
of the Tartars ; but on the hiftory of India, which
we naturally confider as the centre of our enqui-
ries, it may not be fuperfluous to prefent you with
a few particular obfervations.

Our knowledge of Civil Afiatic Hiftory (I al-
ways except that of the Hebrews) exhibits a fhort
evening twilight in the venerable introdu@ion to
the firft book of Mofes, followed by a gloomy
night, in which different watches are faintly dil-
cernible, and at length we fee a dawn fucceeded
by a fun-rife, more or lefs early according to the
dlvcrﬁty of regions. That no Hindu nation, but
the Cathmirians, have left us regular hiftories in

Yor. IV, b
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their ancient langnage, we muft ever lament;
but from the Sariferit literaturc, which our coun-
try has the honour of having unveiled, we may
ftill colled fome rays of hiftorical truth, though
time and a feries of revolutions have obfcured
that light which we might reafonably have ex-
pe@ed from fo diligent and ingenious a people.
The numerous Puranas and Itihafas, or poems
mythological and heroic, are completely in our
power ; and from them we may recover fome
disfigured but valuable pictures of ancient man-
ners and governments ; while the popular tales of
the Hindus, in profe and in verfe, contain frag-
ments of hiftory; and even in their dramas we may
~ find a5 many real charaders and events as a fu-
ture age might find'in our own plays, if all hif-
tories of England were, like  thofe of India, to be
irrecoverably loft. - For example, A moft beauti-
ful poem by Somadeva, comprifing a very long
chain of inftru@ive and agreeable {tories, begm\
with the famed revolution at Pataliputra, by the
murder of king Nanda with his eight fons, and
the wufurpation of Chandragupta ; and the fame
revolation 1s the fubje@ of a tragedy in Sanferit,
entitled the Coronation of -Chandra, the abbre-
viated name of that able and adventurous ufurper.
From thefe once concealed, but now acceflible
compofitions, we are cnabled to exhibit a more
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accutate fkétch of old Indian hiftory. than  the .
wotld has yet feen, efpecxally with the aid of
well-attefted obférvations on the p”laees of the
colures. It ‘is now clearly proved, that 'the firft
Purana ¢ontains an account of the deluge 5 be=
tween which and the Mohammedan conquetts
the hiftoty of genuine Hindu government muft
of courfe be comprehended: but we know from
an arrangement of the feafons in the aftronomi-
cal work of Parafara, that the war of the Panda-
vas could not have happéned carlier than the clofe
of the twelfth century before Chrift ; and Seleu=
cus muft, theréforcl have 'rcig’ried'a'bo'ut nihe cen=
turies after that war. Now the age of Vicrama-
ditya 1s given ; and, if 'we can fix on an Indian
prince contemporary with Seleucus, we thall have
three given points m the line of time between -
Rama, ot the firft Indian colony, and Chandra-
bija, the latt Hindu monarch, who reigned in
Behar ; {o that only eight hundred or a thoufand
years will remain almoft wholly dark ; and they .
muft have been employed in raifing empires or
ftates, in framing laws, improifing languages and
arts, and in obferving the apparent motions of
the celeftial bodies. A Sanferit hiftory of the.
celebrated Vicramaditya was infpected at Be-
nares by a Pandit, who would not have deceived

me, and could not himfelf have been deceived ;
b 2






