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PREFACE
1o

THE THIRD EDITION.

My imperfect attempt to do something for
the improvement of cattle medicine met with
so favourable a reception, that I have considered
it as a duty I owed to an indulgent public, to
continue my attention to the subject, and devote
to it a considerable portion of my time. To
accomplish the important duty I had under-
taken, of improving the state of cattle medicine,
I have been residing for nearly five years in a
situation where many large dairies are kept,
and where there are kennels to which dead
cattle are often brought. This has afforded me
ample opportunity of attending to the diseases
of milch cows in particular, and of examining
their bodies after death. I have been in a situ-
ation, also, where many flocks of sheep are kept,
and have had opportunities of seeing a great
deal of their disorders. To the disorders of
working oxen, and such as are fattening, [have
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v PREFACE.

also paid attention, and hope that the observa-
tions I shall make on those subjects will be found
in some measure new, and altogether useful.
I have likewise offered some remarks on the
diseases of swine,—a subject that has hitherto
been much neglected, though one of consider-
able moment. The disorders of dogs may be
deemed of minor importance, but great loss is
often sustained, especially in kennels, by one to
which these animals are subject, named dis-
temper : I have, therefore, pointed out a me-
thod of treating it, which, if employed early,
will, I trust, always be found effectual. Those
of cats may be thought not worth notice ; but
as the animal is useful in a certain degree, its
disorders should be attended to. The book
will conclude with a consideration of the diseases
of these animals, and those of poultry. I have
endeavoured to compress the subject as much as
possible, and hope that nothing superfluous will
be observed; but conciseness, however desira-
ble, isnot always compatible with perspicuity,
or a clear understanding of the subject. If,
therefore, I have dwelt a little upon some things
which appeared of more consequence than
others, the reason, I trust, will be obvious.
The milch cow, for example, is of far greater
importance to society, than any other animal,
except the horse, and the structure and econom y
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of her digestive organs are peculiarly worthy of
attention. The essays which form the ap-
pendix, will be found, 1 hope, both useful and
amusing, by all those who are desirous of im-
proving the treatment of cattle, and ameliorat-
ing their condition. It is the same with cattle
as in horses, as I have remarked in the Preface
of my second volume, namely, it is for the in~
terest of all proprietors to treat them with hu-
manity.

A righteous man regardeth the life of s beast.—FProv. xii, 10
A man of kindness to his beast is kind,
But brutal actions show a brutal mind.
Remember he who made thee made the brute,
Who gave thee speech and reason formed him mute ;
He can’t complain ; but God’s omniscient eye
Beholds thy cruelty—uE hears his cry ;
He was design’d thy servant and thy drudge;
But know that his creator is thy Judge.
Bath Herald of March 31, 1821,



PREFACE
TO

THE FOURTH EDITION.

Tue very favourable reception which the
last edition has met with, determined me to use
every exertion for its improvement; and I trust
the reader will find that I have not been wholly
unsuccessful. I have prefixed to this edition
some observations on the dairy, which I hope
will be read with interest; and I have annexed
to it a translation of a French pamphlet on the
method of managing Milch Cows, which I
think will be found useful. It was written by
two French Veterinary Professors of great emi-
nence, and printed and published by the
Trench Government, to be distributed to the
dairy farmers in Paris and its vicinity. It has
passed through several editions, and been trans-
lated into several languages. I thought, there-
fore, that an English translation of it would
not be unacceptable to the purchasers of this
little volume. ;

<
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OBSERVATIONS

ON

THE DAIRY.

The first object in the establishment of a
dairy is te procure such cows as are most fit for
the purpose; and though there are various
opinions as to the breed or sort that is most
likely to answer, yet I think it will appear, aftex
a careful inquiry into the subject, that this is a
point which can be found out only by expe-
rvience. That there are good and bad of all
sorts is a point, I thiuk, that will be conceded by
all practical dairy farmers ; my advice therefore
is to choose such cows as are of a tolerable size,
and of a form and disposition well adapted for
fattening,—a use they must be put to should they
be found unprofitable as milch cows.* If the

* Tt has been asked at what age is it most desirable to
purchase a cow ; Ishould think they should not exceed
five, nor be younger than three years. Dy opinion is,
that they are often, perhaps generally, put to the bull
too early; that is, they are broughtinto the dairy farm
long before they arrive at matarity. This must certainly
tend to weaken the constitution ; and though the effect of
premature breeding may not be soon cbserved, it may be

VOL, IV. B



2 OBSERVATIONS ON THE DAIRY.

dairy farm is in a cold, exposed situation, I would
advise a choice of such cows as are already
inured to the climate, and the keeping up of the
stock afterwards by breeding ; but if the farm
is in a more southern or sheltered situation, and
consequently the pasture more forward and
abundant, great caution will be found necessary
in bringing stock from a colder climate, and less
productive situation, into such comparatively
luxuriant pastures. They should be at first put
into the barest fields, and in the coldest situa-
tions; and if this precaution be duly attended
to, the change of -soil and climate will never be
productive of mischief. But a sufficient time
must always be allowed to enable the consti-
tution to accommodate itself to the change.
‘Writers on rural economyhave generally divided
the subject of the dairy in two parts, viz. the
butter and the cheese dairy; and there are those
among them who have endeavoured to make it
appear that it is possible for the dairy farmer to

discovered in the progeny ; and whoever persists in the
system, if he clearly investigates the matter, will find in
the end, I suspect, that itis far from profitable. It is
generally thought that a cow is in perfection when five
years old, therefore, I think, thatis the latest period at
which she should be purchased.

I ohink upon the whole that the farmer will find it most
profitable to breed his own stock ; and should he find this
plan not to answer his purpose, it will be advisable to
change his bull, for it is generally thought that the gfod-
ness of calves depends more upon the male than the female.
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excel in both these processes; a position which
appears to me very questionable ; not from any
theoretical reasoning upon the subject, but from
the plain ‘matter of fact, that it is an object I
have never yet seen accomplished. During the
time I resided at Exeter, I found the butter ex-
cellent, but the cheese was the very worst I ever
met with, Since I have resided in Somerset-.
shire I have found the cheese excellent, and the-
butter almost uniformly indifferent or bad. In
speaking of the division that has been made in
this subject by the various authors who have con-
tributed their labours towards its improvement, I
should have remarked that besides the butter
and cheese dairy, there is still another head

" under which it may be considered, and that is
the milk dairy; for in the vicinity of large
towns the demand for milk is so considerable,
and the price so high, that the milk dairy alone
might be found perhaps, in such situations, more
profitable than either of the other two branches.
An excellent dairy of this kind has been esta-
blished by Mr. Harley of Glasgow, whose cow-
house, it is said, is an object of curiosity to all
who visit that city. The following account of
Mr. Harley’s dairy I shall take the liberty of
transcribing from a useful little work lately pub--
lished, entitled, ¢ Practical Economy,” and it
is but justice to the author to observe that this
little volume contains a great deal of useful and
interesting information upon every branch of

2 B2



4 OBSERVATIONS ON THE DAIRY.

domestic economy. ¢ When we saw Mr. Har-
ley’s cow establishment,” he says, ¢ it con-
tained 96 inhabitants, each of which was con-
fined to a post by a chain across her neck, of
sufficient length to allow her, by means of a
sliding ring, to lie down when she pleased. The
cows stood in pairs, one before another, on each
side of the cow-house, leaving a space of suffi-
cient width for the attendants to pass backwards
and forwards between them. Each pair has a
grating before them, and the hay for the whole
party is cut by means of a small steam-engine.
The temperature is regulated with great exact-
ness, the whole premises kept in the most deli-
cate state of cleanliness, and the cows themselves
regularly curried and rubbed down, which sup-
plies to them the place of exercise, as they never
go out except at a given period after the birth of
their first calf, when they are always sold, not
being retained by Mr. Harley long enough to
have a second ; it will therefore be easily ima-
gined that the quality of the milk must be as de-
sirable to the purchaser as the quantity of it must
be profitable to the proprietor.® ,

¢ The milk is all sold in Glasgow ; and to pre-
vent its being adulterated by the people who take
it out, the barrels which contain it are covered

* There must, I think, be some mistake in this statee
ment : for though the milk after the first calving is gene-
rally, perhaps always, richer than at any period afterwards,
yet I believe the quantity is generally, if not always, less.






