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PREFACE 

TO 

THE THIRD EDITION. 

  

My imperfect attempt to do something for 
the improvement of cattle medicine met with 
so favourable a reception, that I have considered 
it as a duty I owed to an indulgent public, to 
continue my attention to the subject, and devote 
to it a considerable portion of my time. ‘To 
accomplish the important duty I had under- 
taken, of improving the state of cattle medicine, 
I have been residing for nearly five years ina 
situation where many large dairies are kept, 
and where there are kennels to which dead 
cattle are often brought. ‘his has afforded me 
ample opportunity of attending to the diseases 
of milch cows in particular, and of examining 
their bodies after death. I have been ina situ- 
ation, also, where many flocks of sheep are kept, 
and have had opportunities of seeing a great 
deal of their disorders. To the disorders of 
working oxen, and suchas are fattening, [have 
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also paid attention, and hope that the observa- 
tions I shall make on those subjects will be found 
in some measure new, and altogether useful. 
I have likewise offered some remarks on the 
diseases of swine,—a subject that has hitherto 
been much neglected, though one of consider- 
able moment. The disorders of dogs may be 
deemed of minor importance, but great loss is 
often sustained, especially in kennels, by one to 
which these animals are subject, named dis- 
temper: I have, therefore, pointed out a me- 
thod of treating it, which, if employed early, 
will, I trust, always be found effectual. Those 
of cats may be thought not worth notice; but 
as the animal is useful in a certain degree, its 
disorders should be attended to. The book 
will conclude with a consideration of the diseases 
of these animals, and those of poultry. I have 
endeavoured to compress the subject as much as 
possible, and hope that nothing superfluous will 
be observed; but conciseness, however desira- 
ble, isnot always compatible with perspicuity, 
or a clear understanding of the subject. If, 
therefore, I have dwelt a little upon some things 
which appeared of more consequence than 
others, the reason, I trust, will be obvious, 
The milch cow, for example, is of far greater 
importance to society, than any other animal, 
except the horse, and the structure and econom y
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of her digestive organs are peculiarly worthy of 

attention. The essays which form the ap- 

pendix, will be found, 1 hope, both useful and 

amusing, by all those who are desirous of im- 

proving the treatment of cattle, and ameliorat- 

ing their condition. It is the same with cattle 
as in horses, as I have remarked in the Preface 

of my second volume, namely, it is for the in- 
terest of all proprietors to treat them with hu- 

manity. 

A righteous man regardeth the life of his beast.—Prov. xii. 10. 

A man of kindness to his beast is kind, 

But brutal actions show a brutal mind. 

Remember he who made thee made the brute, 

Who gave thee speech and reason formed him mute; 

He can’t complain ; but God’s omniscient eye 

Beholds thy cruelty—ue hears his cry ; 

He was design’d thy servant and thy drudge; 

But know that his creator is thy Judge. 
Bath Herald of March 31, 1821.
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THE FOURTH EDITION. 

Tue very favourable reception which the 
last edition has met with, determined me to use 

every exertion for its improvement; and I trust 
the reader will find that I have not been wholly 

unsuccessful. I have prefixed to this edition 

some observations on the dairy, which I hope 
will be read with interest; and I have annexed 

to it a translation of a French pamphlet on the 

method of managing Milch Cows, which I 
think will be found useful. It was written by 

two French Veterinary Professors of great emi- 

nence, and printed and published by the 
French Government, to be distributed to the 

dairy farmers in Paris and its vicinity. It has 
passed through several editions, and been trans- 
lated into several Janguages. I thought, there- 

fore, that an English translation of it would 
not be unacceptable to the purchasers of this 

little volume, ்‌ 
ஓ
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE DAIRY. 3 

excel in both these processes; a position which: 
appears to me very questionable ; not from any 
theoretical reasoning upon the subject, but from 
the plain matter of fact, that it is an object I 
have never yet seen accomplished. During the 
time I resided at Exeter, I found the butter ex- 

cellent, but the cheese was the very worst I ever 
met with. Since I have resided in Somerset-. 
shire I have found the cheese excellent, and the: 
butter almost uniformly indifferent or bad. In 
speaking of the division that has been made in 
this subject by the various authors who have con- 
tributed their labours towards its improvement, I 
should have remarked that besides the butter 

and cheese dairy, there is still another head. 
‘under which it may be considered, and that is 
the milk dairy; for in the vicinity of large 
towns the demand for milk is so considerable, 
and the price so high, that the milk dairy alone 
might be found perhaps, in such situations, more 
profitable than either of the other two branches. 
An excellent dairy of this kind has been esta- 
blished by Mr. Harley of Glasgow, whose cow- 

house, it is said, is an object of curiosity to all 
who visit that city. The following account of 
Mr. Harley’s dairy I shall take the liberty of 
transcribing from a useful little work lately pub-- 

lished, entitled, ‘* Practical Economy,” and it 
is but justice to the author to observe that this 
little volume contains a great deal of useful and 
interesting information upon every branch of 
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