
ததா 
்‌ Gas COMMENTARIES “ #12 =~ 

ON 

SOME OF THE MORE IMPORTANT 

OF THE 

DISEASES OF FEMALES. 

IN THREE PARTS. 

BY 

MARSHALL HALL, M.D. F.R.S. E. 

&e. 850. 

LONDON: 

: PRINTED FOR 

LONGMAN, REES, ORME, BROWN, AND GREEN, 

PATERNOSTER-ROW. 

1827.



PREFACE. 

  

Tus following pages treat of some of those 

forms of the Diseases of Females, which, 

from affecting the system in general, or 

some important cavity or organ, fall under 

the cognizance of the physician. 3 

It has quite undesignedly occurred to 

me, at four or five distinct and distant 

periods, to have my attention particularly 

fixed upon several different forms of these 

diseases, which had not before received the 

degree of attention which appear to me to 

be due to them. It is now my intention - 

to embody in one work my former ob- 
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servations *, and to enter more fully into 

the investigation of these diseases, in the 

conviction, that a renewed inquiry ‘into 

their diagnosis, or essential difference under 

a similarity of appearances, and into their 

nature, pathology, and treatment, will lead 

to many important and beneficial results. 

The references which I have made below 

to my former publications upon this sub- 

ject, will prove that I have not taken up 

this investigation lightly and inconsider- 

ately ; indeed, it has required many years 

to observe and collect the various facts 

upon which the present work is founded: 

yet I wish it to be understood, that I re- 

* See an Essay on Disorders of the Digestive Organs 
and of the General Health, first published in 1818; 

an Essay on a Serious Morbid Affection, occurring after 

Delivery, Miscarriage, &c., published in 1820; and 
Medical Essays on the Effects of Intestinal Irritation, 
and of Loss of Blood, and.on Exhaustion and Sinking 
from various Causes, published in 1826. See also the 

Medico-Chirurgical Transactions, vol. xiii. ie 121. and 

10. 189. ்‌
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gard this inquiry-as-only just begun, and 

as still affording great scope for further in- 

vestigation. 

I have thought it advisable to. divide 

these Commentaries into three parts. 

_» The first part will comprise those. mor- 

bid affections’ which are principally. inci- 

dent to female youth. They. chiefly 

involve a state of derangement of the 

general health, a morbid condition of the 

functions of the uterine system, and of the 

mammee, and, not unfrequently, a defective 

developement of the form during growth. 

The second part will comprehend those 

morbid affections which supervene during 

pregnancy, parturition, and the puerperal 

state. They consist principally in affec- 

tions of the general system, or of some 

important cavity or viscus, and, arising 

from very various or even opposite causes, 

necessarily vary in their nature and treat- 

ment. It may be observed, in general, that 

the disorders of early pregnancy arise from 
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the condition: or- situatiom of | the: uterus 

itself, but from its:sympathies with>distant 
organs ; but, in the later’ periods: of. preg- 
nancy, from, the, irritation:.or pressure of 

the gravid uterus, inducing fulnessof the — 
blood-vessels, or other affection, within the 
head, or oedema of the extremities ; during 

parturition the patient is exposed to the 
effects of uterine irritation or pressure in a 

more especial manner, but. afterwards to a 

state of great comparative inanition, both 

by the removal of a long continued source 
of pressure, and, generally, by the occur= 
rence of hemorrhagy; in the puerperal 
state the patient is variously liable to suffer 
from milk-fever, and from other kinds of 

fever, from inflammation, from. intestinal 

irritation, and from loss of blood, — and 

from two or more of these causes variously 
combined and co-operating together. 

From this. slight sketch of the second 
division of the class of: female diseases, ‘it 

will be obvious that much, very much, still
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remains:to: beodone'before the investigation 

into their nature and ‘treatment can be said 

tobe atrall complete. 

‘0 Theethird part will comprehend -those 

affections:which: are incident to the middle 

and Jater»periods of life; they are chiefly 

constitutional, and consist in derangement 

of the general health, or arise from undue 

lactation,from:menorrhagia or leucorrhcea, 

or from ‘the circumstances of the two cli- 

macteric periods — of the cessation of the 

catamenia — and of the decline or sinking 

of the vital powers in advanced years. 

_ A remaining part of the class of the dis- 

eases of females comprises those which are 

local and confined to the uterine system; 

these have been so admirably treated of by 

Mr. C. M. Clarke, that it is: only necessary 

to refer tothe work of that author. - 

Throughout. the whole of this work 

I have endeavoured to. condense my ob- 

servations into:as smalla space as possible, 

as ‘it was*my wish to: comprise the three
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parts, of which it consists, in one moderate 

sized volumerr Y a Py) 4 

Before I conclude this short preface, I 

would beg to observe that, notwithstanding 

the numerous existing establishments for 

the care of the sick poor, there are still 

wanting medical institutions devoted to the 

distressing cases peculiar to females, to 

which they might resort with the con- - 

fidence that the utmost attention would 

be paid to relieve their sufferings, and to 

avoid wounding their feelings. 

Lonvon, February, 1827.
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