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of Man, the m&ellcetuzl bcau;ucs, excellence, and dignity, of whmh x
nature is susceptible ; and the passxons, wvices, and corruptions, that d:sgra
it: but it embraces also whatever is _curious, or worthy of remark, in tl
physmal organization of Man, in various ages and nations : as extraordina)
~nstances of strength, bulk of stature, or beauty of body ; or of weakmeSS, '
minutiveness, or deformity ; examples of premature talents, and of extrcx
longevity ;. and. many interesting narratives of the want, famine, distresgor
and suffering, which, under perilous circumstances, human nature ‘has beg
found capable of sustaining. And as the one part of the Work exhibits th
eextremes of the human mind, at its loftiest point of eminence, and in i
lowest abyss of degradation, and is full of moral instruction and ration
amusement ; so the other, which treats of the corporeal powers and defect
‘of Man, comprises what may without impropriety be denominated a syster
or_compendium of the animal economy, faculties, abilities, and habitud

. of the Human Race ; abounding in many carious and original observatio
.and conveying much useful and agreeable knowledge. -

In preparing the present Edition for the press, it has been the detor 8 pcm
har care and study to correct whatever he found amiss in the original complilfe
lanon, which Mr. Wan]ey had the excuse he mentions in his Preface,
wantmg books and leisure to complete according to his wishes. He has al
devxated from the other Editors of this Work, expunging much superfluo ’
oor suspicious matter, that had crept into their editions, and which 1l
_thought unprofitable and useless. But, in place of the matters for reaso
of -this nature left out, he has used an extraordinary defrree of industrya
diligence to bring such an accession of new and ormual materials to tif
present Edition of the Work, as amply to compensate for what he took awa ‘f’l
and in many instances to give features of novelty to the Original Compilatiofis

That the reader may perceive the great extent of the Editor’s labours in I
new edition of the Work, the new articles introduced have been distinguisliif
from those of Mr. Wanley, or other Compilers, by the mark ¢ bcmg 1
affixed to the beginning of each article, and are always mtroduced at the ex}\d
of the chapters to which they belong, o |

The Authorities, as in the former Editions, are given for every article 1
serted in this Work, that when the reader meets with any narrative ofa doub
ful complexion, or that seems to him improbable, he may know the test}®
mony that supports it, and determine for himself what degree of credit
‘due to it: but with this alteration from- the former editions,. that they aj

now prmted at the bottom of the pages, by which means the appearance §
the pages is improved, the contmuxty of the narratives no where interrupte
~and all the advantage, thhout any of the incumbrance, of the Authoriti
preserved " -

The convenience and taste of our readers have likewise been consulted 3

“The form of which the Work now assumes, that of a Royal Octayo, insted
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, the former Editions ;- and' in the manyr ele
hly-finished ENGRAVINGS with which it is embellished.
litor, who has spared no application in the execution of his part of the Work,
d the Proprietors, wha have spared no expense in ;he d¢coratmefﬁ;e§mz
th confidence to the Patronage of the Public, aﬁg{btﬁmst‘,tﬁait &he%gr)
Man, in itsvirhprolved dress, will be found as they intend it, a suitable
mpanion to the most approved works of popular entertainment, “rational
asﬁ;re,‘ and moral instructi(‘m.' A e R O s TN
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MR. WANLEY’S PREFACL.

1E first thoughts T bad about the entrance upon such a d(",sfgn as the
story of Man, were occasioned by some passages T met with in my Lord

lam’s Book of the ¢ Advancement of Learning” (Lib. 4.'c.’ 1.

179, 180, 181) ; where I found him saying, that ¢ touching the matter

Man’s prerogatives, it is 2 point that may well be set down amongst
ficients.” He adds, “ I suppose it would much conduce to the magna-

Aimity and honour of Man, if a collection were made of the Ultimities (as

e schools speak) or Summities (as Pindar) of Human Nature, principally

fout of the faithful reports of history ; that is, what is the last and highest

[ pitch to which man’s nature, of itsclf, hath ever reached in all the perfec-

ions both of body and mind. Itis evident {goes he on) what we mean ;

[namely, that the Wonders of human nature,and virtues as wellof mind as of

body, should be collected into one volume, which might serve as a calen-

ar of human triumphs. For a work of this nature, we approve the pur-

£ pose and design of Valerius Maximus and C. Plinius; but it could be

vished they had used more choice and diligence.”

When I had read thus far, T considered what had been done already in
is matter by the two fore-named writers; and in the issue was well satisfied
at they had not performed so much herein, but that there was yet field-
foom enough left for any such as had the leisure and inelination to exercise

hemselves further upon this subject. '

As for myself, T was sufficiently sensible that T lay under too many dis-
yuragements to adventure upon a work of this nature. For whereas it
quires variety of books, great judgment, vast reading, and a full freedom
id leisure to attend upon 1t ; in respectof all these, T knew my own poverty;
d thereupon that I had po reason to intermeddle inan affair wherein 1
uld expect to meet with' little or no success, ; '

But whereas my first intentions were to make some such little collections

8d references in this kind, as might some way be serviceable to myself

BRly ; I know not how by degrees [ found I had enlarged far beyond my
VI purposes; and then was persuaded by some such persons as I have

4501 to esteem, that this collection, such as it now is, might not be un- -

seful nor unacceptable to some sorts of men, in case I should make it pub-

5 as [ have now done, ' : I must -
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